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T is a cuſtom with ſome authors to introduce 
their works by a prefatory appeal to the can- 
dour of the Reader, and circumſtances may un- 
doubtedly combine to juſtify the meaſure; but - © 
when a man aQs from his own free motives in re- 
ſorting to the preſs, how can be be warranted for 
intruding on the Public without a proper conſi- 
dence in his powers for entertaining them? True 
reſpect to the Reader refers itſelf to his judgment, 
and makes no attempts upon his pity. The pur- 
chaſer of theſe volumes would have juſt reaſon to 
complain of his bargain, if he were to find nothing 2 

in them but a ſample of my modeſty in the Preface, 
and a long dull ſtory at the end of it; and I ſhould' -- 
only prove that I thought more meanly of his taſts 
than of my own talents, were I to preſume that 
he could be well pleaſed with a production, of 
which my own opinion was fo very humble, as to 
ſtand in need of an apology for- preſenting it to 

| | A2 S 
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"| „ ) | 
him: 1 therefore bold it 25 alt dealing to premiſe, | 


that, if theſe volumes do not merit his b 
tion, they have finall claim upon his candour, for- 
aſmuch as they have been carefully and deliberately 
written, ſome years having paſſed fince the firſt 
hand was put to them; during which no diligence 
has been ſpared to make them worthy, both in 
ſtile and matter, of that-generous Public, who are 
ſo juſtly intitled to every grateful exertion on my 
part, and to _whofe forure favours it is * 
ambition to aſpire. | 
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LL the world will acknowledge the 
ority of works of invention over of a 
ompilation. The - writer of novek, therefore, 
vill take rank before the writer of matter : 
iginality, Poſſibly this may be il ek | 
yew 5 an author bs | 
r 

ing, can boaſt as good a ſhare f insrütide s 


aoſe who more immediately profeſs t.. 
The accounts which hiſtorians: favour us With 


2 HENRY. 


The hiſtories of the heroic ages are better en- 
_ 2 be conſidered as romances* the ad ven- 
9 ules, Hes ford 
— — ARS AD — 'is a 
— to call them the Puixotes of antiquity, 
The writers of the lives of illuſtrious perſons, 
like the noveliſts, generally make their own bero; 
but not often with the fame attention to nature: 
the lying legends of Pythagoras, Abaris and Apol- 
lonius would not paſs. upon the world in any fic- 


tion, that 91d pot avowed bid debance to credi- 


e liberty. ſome writers take of embelliſhing 
their hiſtories with florid ſpeeches and declama- 
tions, put into the mouths of people who, pro- 
bably, never uttered a ſingle ſentence as it is ſet 
down in their parts, is a palpable intrufion on the 
of the dramatiſf or noveliſt, who, build. 

fables upon old doundations, with the help of 

ew hiſtoric characters and facts, give an air of 
wah. to Action. Here 1 might inſtance thöſe 
amuſing: fabrications in our -own” times, entitled 
Parliamentary - Debates, where truth und ſhort- 
bduand habe no ſhare with invention, and the ſents 
| tor's'beſt hiſtorian. a he that is leaſt Tairhful to hy 


Wurde. 

R and as are, . 
mord noveliſts in the world of letters, than have 
ken treit. 20:themfelyes for it, or perhaps ever 
were entitled ſo to do: 
After all, it is only in the profeſſed department 
of the novel that true and abſ6lnte liberty is en- 
0 If I was now writing the hiſtory of Alex- 
ander the Great, who, as every body believes, 
dic of i drunken fit, let me do what I will with 
him in the'career, of his victories, drunk he muſt 
s 7 Wu the hero of 


H E N R Y. OT Þ. 
ny novel it is otherwiſe : over him I have deſpotic 
power; his fate and fortune, life or death, depend. 
on my will; and whether I ſhall crown” him with 


, f 
\ DO 
; 58 
of o 
. 
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not orer- rule; I may deal puniſhment to the evil, 
and reward to the good, which he whoſe pen muſt - 
record the diſpenſations of Providence, rarely 
bath in his power to do: for the moral of my ſtory 
therefore, I am fairly reſponſible, and no lefs for 
the purity of the narrative; for though the; real. 
ſcenes of life can hardly fail to contaminate the 
page that records them, the: writer who invents” 
impurities is without excuſmdſwmee. 


of ſight, or put credulity out of 


ing me; I do not p to make any 
upon my hero that he cannot 
native energy, cannot extricate herſelf with 
I ſhall require of him no ſacrifices for the fake ol 
public fame, no pedantic, oſtentatious apathy; :for- 
his lot is bumble, and his feelings | 
let him ſwim with the current, and nat ſtrivt to 
to whim againſt the ſtream. of probability. 

| 1 I know 


5 


racters happy enough to ſatisfy the ſanguine, ſeri. ; : 
eus enough to ſuit the ſentimental, or beautiful 


found aut the wit of being miſchievous. I per- 


Ia not ſure that I ſhall make wy leading cha; 


to warm the imagination of the animated 
reader; Some may think I have not been ſuffici- 
ently liberal to em in point of fortune, others 
may wiſh I had favoured them with a few more 
caſualties and miſadventures. I am aware that, 
in a novel, travelling the road is very hazardous, 
that even taking the air does not ſecure the com- 
from a ſudden overturn in their carriage, 
and that few adventurers ever ſet foot in a boat 
without a ſoaking in the water; but I have not yet 


ceive that broken bones are conſidered as becom- 
ing appendages to young gentlemen when in love; 
that faintings and hyſterics are expected of young 
ladies upon all tender occaſions; and that a burn- 
ing hot fever, with a high delirium, is one of the 
warmeſt topics we can ſtrike upon, and heightens 
the charms: of a heroine beyond any other expe 
dient that can be ftarted for the purpoſe. All 
theſe weapons I know are within my reach, p 
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— 
{+ 
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; 
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ſheath. . 

One thing, de; there is for me to do, that 
annot be diſpenſed with, though I ſhall, proba- 
1 I can—I muſt make 
make it in 


A 


III ei 


$ 


laſt. 
Precedents in W before me; ew 
heroines of all tempers, characters, and deſcrip- 
ions; 'love-ſuits as long as Chancery-ſuits ; hearts 
at a glance, ſurprized by treachery, or 
ſtormed by impudence—yet where to fix I know 
not. 
I will aſk advice of Nature, and rule myſelf by 
her a Hon 


„ * 3 
= 
—_ : 
- = = fl 


7 Cnarrar II. 


FF was in a furnmer-eyening, whilſt the ſun was 
1 yet above the horizon, when Doctor Zachary 
Cawdle, practitioner in phyfic, ſurgery, and man- 
midwifry, gently ambled acroſs the market-place 
of a certain town, upon the eaſtern coaſt of this 
happy iſland called England. He was on his road 
homewards from a patient, whom he had left in 
that ſituation which every good wiſe will naturally 
covet, and every prudent ſpinſter would do well 
to avoid: he was in high good-humour with his 
day's work, for his taſk had been eaſy, and his 
reward liberal: He had touched-a handſome fee 
in ready caſh from the huſband of his patient, for 
which he had only given him a draft upon time, 
in the perſon of an infant heirz and how many 
chances and croſſes a venture, dependant on the 
contingency of twenty-one years credit, muſt. be 
liable to, let thoſe, who have ſtaked their happi- 
neſs upon ſuch expectations, declare. 
Zachary, who was indebted to the courteſy of 
his neighbours for putting Doctor before his name, 
which by their favour was a title not without pro- 
fit, as well as honour, no ſooner made his entry 
into this place of public reſort, than he was recog- 
nized by fo many of his friends and cuſtomers, 
that, having no preſent call upon his time, and 
being withal a man of a ſocial quality, he was in- 
duced to make a halt, and to enter into parley on 
the ſaddle. - The annual cuſtom of hiring ſervants 
upon. thisday had brought the farmers together in 
confiderable numbers, and, bufineſs being over, 
. the 


* M 7 


the market-place vas clear of the human cattle, 
with which it had lately been ſtocked z ſo that had 
Zachary been in ſeareh of à ſtout hind to do the 
drudgery of his houſe, there was none ſuch in his 

| 1 i unit Mer 


©, . =# = g g 221 9 29 25 
— youth, the refuſe as if ſhould ſeem, 
and outcaſt ot the market, wasManding in a cor · 
ner of the ſquare, where the conſervators of the 
public peace had erected a whipping-poſt, -embel- 
liſhed with figures in bas-relief more to be ad- 
mired for the moral of the deſigti than for the 
gracefulneſs of its execution. Upon this inſtru- 
ment of correction the aforeſaid yoũth was leaning 
in a moſt diſconſolate poſture, in the liſtleſs act of 
twirling the point of a hazle ſwitch between: the 
crevices of the pavement, and ſo intent was he 
upon the melancholy taſk, that Doctor Zachary 
Cawdle, the treading of whoſe palfrey was none 


for of the nimbleſt or leaſt noiſy, had brouglit the 
me, head of old Betty nearly in contact with his breaſt, 
any before he either raiſed his eyes from the ground; 
the or ſtopt the cireumrotatory operation of his hand: 


© Zachary, who might well be credited” for his 
{kill in judging of the human form; having hand- 
ed ſo many of his fellow- creatures into the world; 
and doubtleſs diſpatched not a ſew out of it, had 
now, with the eye of a connoiſſeur, taken mea- 
fare of the object who ſeemed fo inſenſible to his 
ſcrutiny ; and if the honeſt farmers had this day 
{taid at home, and fent their dames on the errand, 
it is more than probable this unlucky candidate, 
now re jected on all hands, would not have 
the laſt on the liſt; but different ſervices require 
different qualifications, and he ſtands but a poor 
chance for his election into the offices of carter or 
ploughman, who has nothing to recommend him 
« but the graces of his perſon and the harmony of 


bis features, 


J 


ö | ſted, raiſed his eyes from 
he ground, and fixing them on the countenance 
ſeemed as if he would have ſaid, 
« What is your pleaſure, fir? I do not underſtand 
your raillery, —at the fame time he lifted from 


* 


his head the ſcanty remnant of a hat, and pre- 


bearer paſs unſuſpetted ! | 
It can hardly is Sappeted, that a perſon of Za- 

one withal who profeſſed 

y ift, could overlook or miſ- 
take what was ſo plain to be ſeen and underſtood. 
The many ſpecimens he had met with of nature's 
hand-writing, before hypocriſy had marred the 
charaQers, could not but qualify him to read with- 
out error a text fo fair as was now laid open to his 
view; and certain it is, he to queſtion 
the youth in a milder tone, Why he ſtood there 
- idle, when the market-place was empty, and all 


A f . 


ſwer my about your parents, I ſuppoſe 
you will not ſcruple to tell me whether you 


been in fervice before, who was your laſt 


nor 

loſe 

s of is qu 

fair lad ſhook his head and was fileut. _ 

an was repeated: it produced 1 

(bit, ence, fd, Uh oo IO BARE HERE 
2 again rivetted his eyes upon the ground, and 

ups, beginning to renew the operation of th bs Wind 
rey, twig, working it into the joints of the pavement; 
*. when Zac , whoſe curiofity was now rouſed, 
reſt muttered to imſetf, « There is a m 1 
Jra- this “ and then, addreffing himſelf to the lad, 
ous added, « Well, t if yew do thor che 10am 
dep- 

fore 

om 


. 


- 


A 


rg} 6 but h 
hoped upon a trial he ſhould be found willing to 
learn. 


« That is fincere at leaſt,” cried the Doctor; 


rephed. « How ſo, how ſo?” quoth Zachary 
« haſt left it behind thee, child? or would not he 


mend me to another maſter.”—# And do you com 
feſs it?” rejoined the other, ſomewhat petulantiß; 
. no wonder you are | 
- 3 - out 


< 
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| out of place; nay, I ſhould rather ſay you are in 


1 the only place proper for you; you are in the right 
= to make friends with the whipping-poſt, for I per- 
= ceive you. are in a fair train to Gn employment 
= - there, and no where elle.” “ I am in a likely 


4 train to be ſtarv'd,” cried the poor lad, with a 
| fBgh, © if my maſter's word is to be taken for 
truth; but I hope I ſhall not be corrected for. what 
I never committed: tis puniſhment enough to be 
deprived of the means of earning my bread; *twill 
de hard if I am to be flead into the bargain ;z but 
God's will be done! Tam a helpleſs creature, and 
muſt ſubmit to my hard fortune. I was born in 
miſery, and in miſery I muſt die.“ 3 
There is a voice, a look, a tone in truth and 
innocence, which holds a ſympathy with the hearts 
of thoſe, on whom their evidences light, irre ſiſti- 
bly imprefiive : what honeſt Zachary wore in his 
boſom, under his left ribs, -was fairly made by 
Nature, of real fleſh and blood, and not of flint 
or adamant, or any ſuch impenetrable ſubſtance 
as the ſometimes puts in the place of better work- 
manſhip and ſofter materials, whereby the owners 
become as it were caſemated and bomb-proot 
againſt all beſiegers, of which number pity and 
. compaſſion, though in appearance the moſt gentle, 
are in fact amongſt the moſt importunate and per- 
ſevering; infomuch that the ſaid Zachary had no 
ſooner heard theſe words, and reconnoitred the 
ſigns and ſymbols of truth and innocence, which 
accompanied them, than he felt ſomething like a 
ſtring or chord vibrating and tingling in the afore- 
ſaid region under his ribs, which running along 
the ducts and channels that communicated with 
his tongue, put that little member into motion, 
and produced the following words: - 
4 Though 
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« Though it has never been my practice to take 
any one into my ſervice, without a teſtimony as to 
character, yet I am ſtrengly tempted for duce to 
wave my rule in thy favour. If thou art a knave, 
I am no phyſiognomiſt ; ĩt behoves thee therefore 
to be honeſt, for my credit as well as thine on: 
and now tell me, in the firſt place; what is. th. 
name? “ Henry,” replied the youth Hen- 


name; 4 but thou haſt another I pray you,” 
rejoined Henry, „to know me by none otber, 
and I will obey you and ſerve you as faithfully by 
that one name, as if I had a hundred. Hey- 

day!“ exclaimed Zachary, hat is all this? not 
tell your name, firrah ! What good reaſon can 

vou have for concealing that? What bad one 
can | have,” ied Henry, , ſince I might o. 
eaſily have impoted à falſe one upon you in its 
place, but that I ſcorud to anſwer: your queſtion 
untruly ?“ That's well, that's well?” cned the 
Doctor; 4 it cannot be denied ſo let ĩt pals for 

the preſent . and now tell me with the ſame ſince⸗ 
rity, what buſineſs you are fit for, what is it you: 
can do? - α can write, and read,“ ſaid he, 
«..ard. tolerably well keep accounts, if Lwere en- 
truſted with them. S0 far ſo good, quoth- 
the Doctor, „what beſides ?” — I can play a 
little upon the flute, if I were owner of one; and; 
upon occaſion make ſhift to ſing pſalms aſter a 
faſhion ; at leaſt, I can chime in with thoſe that 
are better at a ſtave than myſelf? Humph 
cried. Zachary, © this is no great matter, for I 

have no ear for a pipe, and ſeldom, if ever, any 
teifure ta attend the church; but go on. 4k; 

have been made to tend the poultry, help penihæ 


= 


ſneep- fold, and do a little with: my bovigh at the! 


ry! cried Zachary, ſo much for thy chriſtian 


mm tc MEM do 


Zachary, © feed no ſheep, and harbour neither 
cock, hen, nor capon. *’ The worſe luck mine,” 


replied Henry: I am Mil uſed to horſes, and 


can follow: the hounds. 4 80 cannot I,“ mut- 
- tered Zachary.“ I can upon a pinch worm the 
puppies, cut their dew-claws and round their 
_ ears. The devil you-can !” cried the Accou- 
cheur, ſpmewhat out of humour; and what are 
all theſe things to me ? I never ſuffered puppy to 
be about my houſe ; I have plagues enough with« 
ont ſuch companions. 1s there nothing you' can 

do in my way? Let us have the whole. The 
whole then,” faid Henry, «© muſt be 


in a willing mind; I can pretend to nothing elle, 


unleſs it be any recommendation to me that I can 
turn my hand to the diſtilling of elder-flowers 
and mint-water, and in a common way to the 
picking of ſimples; but of this I make little boaſt, 
R in this . 
any thing elſe. 

„Enough,“ quoth Zachary, « you have at laſt 
Nn and nothing now remains 
but toclinch the i. — Feed me, and clothe 
me,” ſaid the poor lad, “ and I ſhall be well con- 
tent to ſerve you to the beſt of my capacity. 
% Say you ſo,” replied the Poctor, then come 
- on, my good fellow! we have not above: two miles 
to my home, and you ſhall hoof it, whilſt 1 jog 


tty on a pinch; and as for your baggage, 7 
poſe it is all upon your back.“ 

This ſaid, the Doctor applied his left heel, 
R ere carried arms, to the 
ribs of his mare, and provoked her into a gentle 


haffic, whilft Henry gave a flouriſh with his fap- - 


ling, in token of triumph, and fprung forwards 


with a light heart and empty ſtomach, as nimble | 


3arotbuck, 
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gently on: I'll engage you can keep pace with old 
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| 4 Duck diflurbs the Trampuillity of & Diver. 


F Nature, when ſhe moulded the perſon of 
Doctor Zachary Cawdle, had been aware of 
the profeſſion to which Fortune was in ſuture to 
devote her bantling, it may be- preſumed, "he 
would not have forgotten that expedition is one 
main requifite in the buſineſs of an acconcheur* 
but unleſs rotundity be a mark of ſpeed; even the 

perſon of Jeffery Gambado of immortal memory 
had not leſs reſemblance to a light horſeman, than 
what honeſt Zachary now exhibited on the back 
of old Betty, upon which he fate aſtride with two 
legs, in ſhape not unlike the baluſtrades of a bridge, 
ſtrutting out from the ribs of his mare, wide" as 
the fork of a pair of compaſſes, when ſiretcht- 
upon a globe. Sg 8 

He wore a full ſuit of cin 


perriwig, cloſe clipt and 
nn CO pwards from the back of his head, 
whichy the gnomon of the dial, might, 
ferved to mark the hour of noon upon Its | 
head, had the fun been in his meridian, ' The 
animal that carried him was of a piece with Her 
rider, a thick unwieldy clod, of cart-horſe pedi- 
„ flow-paced, ſhort-winded and a huge feeder. 
o wonder, therefore, if Henry on bis feet Was 
more than a match for his maſter in the faddle, © * 
| hary lived, ty equally divided their whole 
| Une of march, whick we ve before obſerved di 
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not exceed two miles. Over this ſtream there was 
a foot-plank, that afforded a paſſage for Henry, 
whilſt the doctor - proceeded - through the ford, 
where, according to cuſtom, he halted to indulge 
the old mare with a draught of the limpid element, 
which her unſophiſticated palate preferred to all 
the fabricated compounds in her owner's ſhop, or 
even in his cellar itſelt. 5 
At a ſhort diſtance down the ſtream, was a mill, 
which this water turned. Now it ſo chanced, a8 
old Betty was moving up the brook inſtinctively, 
in ſearch of. a clearer run, her flouncing in the ford 
diſturbed a duck, who was hovering her young 
under the bank, and now flew up from her neſt, 
quacking and flapping her wings in a moſt clamo- 
rous manner. The din ſhe made, and the ſudden» 
neſs of the alarm, were too much for the philoſe-, 
y even of old Betty to put up with, though few 
could boaſt of nerves leſs irritable than ber's ; 
but truth muſt be confeſſed, the ſurprize ſo totally 
erpowered her natural phlegm, that having 
as gement plunge wks water, by way of 
7 >-iger, and following this up rather 
too precipitately Wir- ſadden wh of — head 
whilt be was Hooping Tor... to give ber the 
rein, the reſpective ſculls met And wich fo 
much good will, and ſuch a hearty welcome..char 
Zechary's hat and wig, not being Gxtures, re- 
bounded from the concuſſion, and proceeded to 
float down the ſtream very lovingly together, as 
| — ou, 2 thy. mill wheel, till they. ' 
ere arreſted in-their pr s by Henry, from the 
foot-bridge, who Gd bem u with, his | 6 
ſwitch, as they were fairly on their way towards 
: : | Way, towards. 
their laſt home, calling out at the fame time to his 
maſter—4 Have a care, Sir ! hol+-faſt, or you'll 
bet a ſouũng — a caution, which was by no means 
2 Bi | unſea - 
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unſeaſonable, as the attitude Zachary was then in, 
upon the crupper of his ſtartled, beaſt, was exattly. 
ſuch as exhibited Hm, of falling in their 
prominent character. 1 
The duck, who had a friend at home, took her 
flight towards the mill, vociferating moſt inconti- 
nently by the way, till ſhe had called out the mil 
ler's dog, who ſallied forth in her defence with all 
poſſible alacrity, briſtling every hair with. ardqur 
for revenge, and ruſhing, to the ford, where the 
flouncing and daſhing of the water directed him 
to the ſcene of action. Without a moment's hei- 
tation, this amphibious animal plunged into the 
ſtream, at the very moment when Zachary's fate 
hung upon the balance, and the nymph of the 
brook was preparing to receive him in her arms. 
His head, according to the principles of action and 
reaction of elaſtic bodies, had taken a tour through 
the ſegment of a parabola, and was no in its de- 


the avenger of the duck ſeized the ſkirt of e and 
and ſpite of all-impediments,” whiehgs i talt a 
buckram could oppoſe to his 288 901 * 


Ae a 
w_ _—_— ation, that be came back- 


The dog kept his hold, and Zachary, ho un 
of that beverage at a draught than had ſerved hien 
his preſent quarters but a few moments longer, he 


riments at defiance ; and the child that is unbarn 
— have rued the woeful event of this day: TP 
Fortune, or More. probably the tutelary goddeis 
Lucing, ſent a meſſenger to his reſcue, in the per- 
ſon of Henry, who had no ſooner redeemed — 


clination towards the crupper of old Betty, when - 9 


wards into © Pool—and, terrible was the fall — 4 


bodily immerſed in the pool, had ſwallowed-more - il 
for a twelve month before ; ſo that had he kept © 
might have ſet the Humane Society and All its * | 
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* and wig, thoſe ornaments of his perſon, from the. 
3 cogs of the mill-wheel, than he flew to ſnatch their 
—_— cipal from the teeth of the maſtiff. Having 
3B his maſter on his legs, the valorous youth in- 
I ſeized the furious animal by the throat, and 
griped him with" ſo ſtrong a hand, that at length 
he threw him, with lolling tongue and eyes rolling 
in death, breathleſs on the bank; he then returned 
to render his further ſervices to poor Zachary, 
who preſented a moſt piteous ſpectacle, in his cin- 
namon- coloured fuit, alas! how changed, with 
every pocket full of water, his bald pate covered 
with duck weed, dripping down his ſhoulders, be- 
ing in caricature the very model of a Dutch river- 

: upon the ſhore lay his flaxen perriwig, a 
melancholy wreck, and beſide it old Betty, the 
origin of all evil, browſing inſenſibly on the bank, 
as if nothing had happened, and regardlefs of all 
other concerns than what affected herſelf, | 


e Iv, 
Strength is overthrown by N. ; 


FT was happy for the Doctor, in his Prey 
'3 plight, that be had a houſe of refuge ſo near 
at hand: the miller, Thomas Weevil by name, no 
Tooner heard of his misfortune, than both he and 
his dame fallied forth, to tender him all the aſſiſt- 
ance needful in his diſtreſs. Dry cloaths and freſh 
linen were inſtantly provided, and all the rights 
of hoſpitality duly performed by the maſter and 
miſtreſs of the family, who neglected nothing that 
could bew their good will and gratitude for paſt 
9 | ſervices, 


16 


'4 
"= 
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ſervices, Zachary having been the happy inſtru- 

ment of uſhering eight ſturdy bantlings into the 

world, n ma without a ſingle flip or miſ- 

carriage dy the WAY. + oo to, gn 4 

: The eldeſtof this groupe, a ſturdy youth about 

the age of Henry, had / left his father to do the 

honours of the houſe to the Doctor, whilſt he was 

applying himſelf to the recovering of his favourite 

dog. When all the efforts which his art cou! ö 

ſuggeſt proved fruitleſs, with rage and diſappoint- 
| 


ment equally inflamed, be turned furipuſſ upon 
the author of his calamity, and ſeizing him by the 
collar, ſwore vehemently to be revenged : a ' | 
gle enſued, the young miller ſtriving to drag Henry | 
towards the water, with an intent, no doubt, to | 
make atonement to the manes of his canine friend, 
in the very ſpot where he met his deatg 4 
Henry, who. had command over his temper, 
and only ſought to pacify the anger of his affailant, 
oppoſed himſelf with calmneſs to the attack, ex- 
poſtulating meanwhile on the injuſtice of affaulting 
him, for what it was his duty to do in defence of a 
fellow- creature; and very properly demanding, if. 
the life ofja Chriſtian was not of more value than 
the life of a dog? Young: Weevil, vho was not at 
leiſure to lend a patient ear to arguments of this 
ſort, and who probably aſcribed the coolneſs of. 
puke . to the wrong motive, ſeemed only to 
h 


er freſh reſentment by what ought to have ap». 
peaſed it, and now redoubled his attack with fuck 
fury, that our hero found it high time to reſort to 
other defences than words; and having, by a ſud- 
den jerk, extricated himſelf from the graſp of the 
enraged aggreſſor, ſeized him in return, and hay 
ing the advantage in fkill as well as agility, kicked 
up his heels, and, pitching him flat upon his bach, 
committed him with ſo good a will to his mother... 


_ ou N 
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' pany/ together to the ſhades of death: a 
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earth, that if the emblem of man's life is but caſt 
and aſhes, it was never more ftrikingly'exempli- 


fied, than in the cloud which now aſcended from 


the mealy frock of the proſtrate miller. Stunned 
by his fall, and extended at his length, the cham- 
And his dog lay fide by fide, 155 Henry, who 
not wiſh” to have more lives than one to an- 
K . began to fear they meant to com- 
mo- 
ments however relieved him from that anxiety, 
when the fallen combatant, getting upon his legs 
and giving : himſelf a ſhake, by way of enquiry if 
all was rightand in its plate, ſurveying the perſon 
of his conqueror from heel to head, as if he had 
been taking meafure of a meal-ſack,and ſpying there 
no bones or ſinews, which he was not conſcious of 


pollefling in greater outward proportion himſelf, W 


vociferated in a furious tone, that he was a coward- 
ly raſcal, and no fair fighter; adding, with a bear- 
fy oath, 4 Bar tripping, and mM fen for a 
crown.” 

Henry calmly replied, « That what he had Jeans 
was in ſelf-defence, and not with an intent to hurt 
him, which he was glad to ſee was not the caſe; 
therefore” udded he, « be fatisfied with what you 
have got, and don't provoke a worſe miſchance, by 
compelling me to handle you after another ſaſhi- 


on.” —« You are a ſheaking puppy,” eried che 


miller, * and no man; all your play lies in your 
heels: but FIl make you take to them in another 
gueſs manner, before I quit you ; if I had you in 
4 ring, firrah, Pd make a frog of you in half a dozen 
rounds, ſo I wou'd; I'd maul you like a n 
fin as you are“ 

Tou had better let me alone,” anſwered Hen- 
ry * 1 have other bufineſs than to fight battles, 
and as for your abuſe, I don't regard it. Go to 

TE | your 
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your work, friend, and leave me to mine; L am 
the Doctor's — and have no otherwiſe af- 
fronted you, than by" my maſter z ſo let 
us ſhake hands, and there's an end of itt. 

1% You lie!” retorted the clown, who had again 
miſconſtrued the calmneſs of his antagoniſt, « there 
is no end of it, and I'll ſhake hands with no-ſuch 
ſhirker as you are. I tell you once again, bar kri- 


ping, and Til box it fairh out wick you to- mor- 


row noon, upon the Town Green, foot to foot; 
and; berauſe I know: you for's ſhy cock, and's n 
ſter at the game, I'll have no tumbler's play; nei- 
ther party ſhall drop without a knock-down blows 
ſo. here's my crown- upon the battle; if you are 
worth ſo much, if.not Ell fight yon for love, and 
give you a belly-full for nothing: there's an end 
of the matter, nem 
me if you dare.” | 

ce If I dare! replied Henry; «. don't miſtake 
me for a coward, becauſe I am not a bully.-1.am 
not afraid of my own riſque, but I have no quarrel 
with you, and. beſides that have no money to ſtake 


againſt youre. As for the Town Green, I know }. - 


not where it is, for-I never was in the place I am 
going to: I am a perfect ſtranger in theſe parts, 
and had rather live in peace with you as a neigh- 
bour, than turn out againſt. you for a trifling ob- 
ject, that is not worth wrangling about. However 
take your own courſe; if your ſtomach is not dawn 


by to-morrow's noon, and your fall has not diſa- 


bled you, you know where to find me at the 
Doctor's; and though I do not wiſh to ſeek a quar- 
rel, be aſſured I have too much ſpirit to keep — 
of your way, or put up with an inſult. 

This ſaid, they parted, Henry to attend en 
his maſter, and Tom Wee vil to per form the ſune- 


ral ceremonies of his-maftiff 1 223 3 
Carras 
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There ore mare ras in he Ward thn Phi 
; has found out. ; 


HEN Door Cawdle had, with -old 
- 1Weevil's aſſiſtance, dried his rigging and 
repaired his damages, he began to put himſelf in 
Hiling trim, not fo firſt to ſwallow a pre- 
cautionary cup of Nantz, by way of fortifying the 
vitals, and keeping the foe out of the citadel. A 
gracious nod, which he beſtowed on Henry, gave 
him to underſtand that bis ſervices were well re- 
ceived; but when old preſented herſelf at 
the door, led thither by one of the younger fry of 
the mill, darting a reproachful — upon her, 
ne el Qh + thou bitch of Babylon l is 
it thus thou ſerveſt me after all my kindneſs? 
Could'ſt thou not be content to ſwill that paunch 
- of thine in peace, but thou muſt friſk and frolic 
in thy cups, till thou had'ſt tumbled me into the 
ſtream, at the peril of my life? Never ſhalt thou 
ſip more at the ford, or wet thy lips whilſt ] am 
on thy back, though thou had'ſt journeyed as long 
without drinking as a camel, when ſhe traverſes 
the defarts of Arabia... . 

This denunciation ended, and no other anſwet 
returned but a grunt from old Betty as her ponde- 
rous jockey ſeated himſelf in the ſaddle, Zachary 
ſhook hands with the hoſpitable miller, and put- 
ting himſelf under an 27 ſail, ſteered for the 
harbour of his own in the neighbouring; 

* | 
oon as he got out of ear-ſhot of the miller, 


1 the whole race of 


dogs 


Is 


145 


K 


A379 


Pierre 


is Fir PER FRE 


H EN RX T. * 


dogs and ducks, heartily conſiguing them to the 


devil and his dam. He next proceeded to vindi- 


2 great ſervice, and as an earneſt of future. favours; 
Which, added he, “ if you go on as you have 
begun, vou will richly merit. Some difficulties; 
however, you will have to encounter in my family, 
and it behoves me to caution you againft them: 
there is a lady a | 
it very eaſy to live with, neither will you; Mrs, 
Comdlc' bas a Sewr-confitugianel fallings, that are 
rather troubleſome to deal with ; a great ambition 
to be thought a ſaint, and a ſtrong propenlity to 
make herſelf a beaft ; in other words, ſhe will cant 
and tipple from noon till night. Now there is ano- 
ther paſſion, concomitant of enthuſiaſm and ine- 
briety, which I forbear to mention, though it is 
exactly that, Henry, which I think you are moſt 
likely to be hampered with: I ſhall only hint to 


reaſon enough why they ſhould, as in that caſe 
they are quickened by a double doſe of the ſpirit. 
You are a comely lad, have à care, therefore, that 
your fleſh don't catch fire when her ſpirit begins to 
flame. Amongſt the many accom you 
enumerated to me, plalm-ſinging, if I well rememe 
ber, was one: you may ſafely conſide that talent to 
wy ſecrecy, for I never wiſh to hear a ſingle ſtave 
of. Sternhold or Hopkins while I live; but af you _ 
n e to my Jing . 
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your lungs, depend on it the will make you tune 
your pipe to fome purpoſe.” © 

More would have enſued, for Zachary was now 
in the communicative vein,” when old Betty came 
to a full ſtop; and Henry, Tooking up; perceived 
a neat brick houſe within a court, the gate of which 
was flanked by two ſtone piers, emblematicalli 
crowned with gallypots, or, as'a virtuoſo wou 
have ſtiled them, cineral urns, ſupporting a feroll, 
carried in an arch from orie to the other, on which 
was diſplayed, in letters of gold, upon "bright 
blue ground, „ Zachary CR, ad rn Apo 
 thecary, and Man Midwife.” 

An old woman preſented herſelf at the gate; and 
led · the mare to the ſtable, followed by Henry, 
who modeſtly conteſted with her the prerogative 
of the bridle, but to no purpoſe. Zachary enter. 
ed the houfe; and having peeped into the parlour, 
where he deſeried his beloved in her eaſy chair faſt 
aſleep, drew his concluſions mw quietly retired, to 
_ his chamber, 

Mrs. Jemima Cawdle, the ſpouſe of Aach 
was a comely, corpulent lady, of about forty years 
of age, and had paſs'd the beſt'part of her youth 
in the capacity of houſe-keeper to a wealthy bares 
net, who died a bachelor, and from whoſe bounty 
the enjoyed an annuity of two hundred pounds, be. 

eathed to her in recompence for her long and 

ithful ſervices. Zachary, whoſe frequent viſits 
to the deceaſed left him uninformed of no one pars 
ticular relative to Mrs. Jemima's character and ci 
cumſtances, might poſſibly have withſtood her per» 
ſonat charms, ſeeing they were ſomewhat in-the 
wane, and not a little obſcured by ſundry flaws in 
temper and reputation; but he was irreliſtibly a 
 rafled' by the charms of the legacy aforeſaid, 
Ay with the intelligence he had obtained 'o 


join 
ſundry other pickings and gleanings, which that 


Pprecin 
ſpecifi. 


charyꝰ 


on hin 
reconc 
eemed 


ſhe ha 
thing t 


; F by her economy and 
Wo 00d conduct: upon theſe ſolid grounds of affedi- 
on, not referring himſelf to the blind guidance of 
certain hood-wink' d deity called Love, Doctor 
hary Joſt no time in poſting himſelf on the 
ound which the baronet had left, and ſoon open- 
gd his bonourable trenches before — <4 
Wcgatce. Sorrow is, a great ſoftener of the human 
Wheart, and within two little months, nay, 1 
much, net two, the fair Jemima yielded up her vir- 
_ zin hand, and was admittgd- into the revs 
Peries of Hymen. 


It cannot be diſguiſed that Public Fame, who is 


t to buſy herſelf about other | nr a4 oe 
ako whe an idle inſinuation that Zachary 
bad been ſerviceable to this lady on a former occa- 


Won, in relieving her from an indiſpoſition, with 
which ſhe had been annoyed for the ſpace of eight 
or nine months, and for ahich his art found a cure 
Win the very criſis of her diſtemper ; but not to dwell 
vy longer on theſe filly rymours, which are pe- 
Wow the dignity of this hiſtory, ſuffice it to obſerve, 
that Mrs. [Jemima did 2 come empty-handed to 
he Doctor, and that, fully conſcious of this, ſue 
ad too much ſenſe of her own dignity to give up 
er right and title of indulging herſelf in thoſe in- 
Wocent habits, and recreations which ſhi had been 
ccuſtomed to in her ſtate of celibacy, particularly 
hat of ace 2,cer certain ſpecific againſt qualms 
Wand tremors, w kept at hand, within the 
Wprecints of her own ofen and though the fad 
Wpccific was not a medicine to be found upon Za- 
Wchary's file, nor what perhaps he would have taken 
Won bimſeſf to recommend, yet long practice had {6 

Wrcconciled her to the ule of it, that her conſtitution. 
eemed now to call for it, and I caunot doubt but 
ſhe had ſtrong reaſons for preferring it to cer 
rhing the Materia Medica could offer i ts ſtead, _ 
Now 


Now it ſo chanced that Mrs. Caydle, in her 
ſpouſe's abſence, had cheared ber heart with 4 
A comforting portion of this ſpecific, and in the 

. moment of her good mats arrival was, by the 
* operation of the aforeſaid doſe, faſt locked in the 
arms of Somnes. All this was perfectly intelligible 
to Zachary at the firſt glance, who thereupon con- 
tentedly betook himſelf to his cabin, like a Dutch- 
man when he fmells a ftorm, and quietly turned 
into his ſolitary crib, a reſource which he kept in 
for theſe and other occafions incidental to 
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CnayTER VI. 
A Saint not ſober. . 


T HE domeſtics of the family, into which 
Henry had now entered, conſiſted of an an- 
tient matron, Bridget by name, who officiated. in 
| the kitchen, and Suſan May, daughter of à wi⸗ 
dow woman, an inhabitant of the village, who 
waited upon the perſon of Mrs. Cawdle. Doctor 
: had recommended Henry ſo ftrongly to 
the care and good graces of theſe kind creatures, 


« *# 


that they received him very courteoufly, and did Perceiv 
the honours of the kitchen with much hoſpitality. N m 
Bridget had recollected a cold gammon of bacon, 2 D 
that was ſtanding idle in the cupboard, and Suſan Nr. I 
had put a freſh faggot on the fire, where the was _ he x 
boiling the water for her miſtreſs's tea. By the _ ne 5e 
light of a chearful blaze ſhe had now an opportu- — oC 
nity of reconnoitring the young ſtranger with more 110 m th. 
accuracy than hitherto had been able to do; A byte 


% 


when, 
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when, having ſcanned hickbver with an eye that 
betokened ſomething more than pity, gently ftrok- 
ing her hand over his head, the gave 2 figh, and 
ſaid “ Alas ! poor fellow, thou art cold and hun- 
gry, Fil engage for thee;”—and' then proceeded 
to other — which Henry either anſwered 
or evaded, as he thought fit. She now filled out 
a baſon of tea, and repaired with it to her miſtreſs 
in the parlour. - 

Suſan, who was not bred in the ſchool of Har- 
pocrates, waked her miſtreſs from her flambers, 
by the noife ſhe made upon entering the room; 
whereupon Jemima accofted her as follows 
Why, what the devil, wench, will you never be 
taught to open a door foftly ? Do you confider, 
mawkin, the wretched ſtate of my poor tortur'd 
mrves, trembling, quivering, tingling all over me, 
at every ſhock yon give them ? Do you ſee the 
quandary you have thrown me into.? Then 
tread as heavy as a cart-horſe, and bawl fo 1 
that my brain ſplits with every word you _ 

—<« ButT have not ſpoken a word yet,” 

Suſan; 4 and here's your tea, ſo pray drink it, yer” 
compoſe yourſelf.” —<« Compoſe myſelf, child!” 
replied the miſtreſs in a ſofter tone; << I don t ex- 
pect I fhall compoſe myſelf ſufficiently this night 

to be able to reach my bed-room without We 
perceive I am relapſing into my old tremors, . 
upon me, how my hand thakes ! Indeed 84 in- 
deed, my good girl, you muſt be cautions. not to 
flutter me when I am in this way.” 

She now took the tea, and. whillt ſhe was fi 
ping it, her waiting- woman began to tell her about 
the Doctor's accident, and how he was reſcuet 
from rhe teeth of the miller's dog, which in 8u. 
ſan's nartative made as tremendous a figure as an 
Abyſſinian byznT; that 1 girl. Raving 
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coloured her deſcriptign of her maſter's danger to 
the height, that ſhe might ſet off the harem of 
Henry to the greater advantage. 

The ſedative beverage having in ſome degree 
allayed the trembling of Jemima's nerves, ſhe 
made many pious apoſtrophes upon the Doctor's 
eſcape, which ſne hoped would be a warning call 
him to repentance, and a better life: ſhe - 
bewailed the reprobate ſtate he was in; and cat» 
didly obſerved, that as he led the life of a hea- 
then, ſhe ſhould not have been ſurprized, had he 
periſhed by the tecth of a dog. In the mean 
time, ſhe hinted her aſtoniſhment in pretty ſtrong 
terms, that he could have the aſſurance to bring a 
ſtrange fellow into her family, picked up at ran- 
dom, without conſulting her opinion and appro- 
- bation in the firſt place. To this Suſan replied, 
« A ftrange fellow, do you call him, Madam! 
You would not ſay fo, if you ſaw him: notwith- 
ſtanding his poor apparel, I'll be further if he is 
not a gentleman born; aye, and the handſomeſt 
in my opinion that ever I ſet eyes on.“ What 
tell | you me-of handſome,” exclaimed the miſtreſs; 
js he holy, humble, devout ?“ —“ He was wet 
and hungry,” replied Suſan, * fo we warmed him 
and fed him, that's all I know of the matter; as 
for the reſt, it's no concern of mine: I only did 

him as I would be done by in the like caſe.” 
ſaid, Suſan left the room without waiting for 
an anſwer. | 

This good lady, who ben put ſo high a 
value 55 the = of a ſervant, and fo flight an 
ane upo perſon, had in times paſt led a courle. 


of life 2 io feftly reconcileable to the Om * 
doctrines of th hat religion, which is preach 
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=2s inconvenient for her ta.diſmiſs and. repent of, 


compounding 
— — through the help of a ſtrong 
imagination and a glowing. enthufiaſm, ' Jemima 
had fairly brought all paſt reckonings to à balance, 
and at the ſame time kept a mental ſalvo in reſerve 
againſt future ones. She was correct in all ſmall 
matters of form, regular at her love-feafts, dealt 
the kiſs of peace with a fervency moſt  edifying, 
waſhed the dirty feet of the brethren, had a pious 
reverence for ſalt, and as zcalgus a deteſtation for 
blood-puddings as any faint in the ſect, of which 
ſhe ſiood forth. a bright and ſhining example, pro- 
feſling to believe every myſtery. of the Chriſtian 
faith, and fulfilling no. ove moral duty, which the 
Scriptures teach. 

She was now exactly in that fate of fermenta- 
tion, when the ſpirit — — boil over; and 
having underſtood juſt ſo much from Sufan's re- 
port of Henry's youth and fimplicity, as ſuggeſted 
to her an occaſion. for making a diſplay of her zcal, 
the began to arrange her thoughts in the beſt order 
the could for the undertaking. Having throwa 
herſelf back in her chair, and {bat her eyes to 
aſſiſt mediation, ſhe had nearly fallen into another 
doze from the ſoporific effects of intenſe thinking, 
when having raiſed herſclt upright in her feat, 
and being ſeized at the moment with a ſwi 
in her head by the ſuddennefs. of the motion, a 
huge pyramid of gauze, which by her late recum- 
bent poſture was thruſt forward out of its place, 
came in contact with the candle, and i 
3 Her ſcreams in one inſtant brought 
C 2 Heary 


alarm; in ſhort, between fire and water, you have 
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Henry to her aſſiſtanoe, who ſo nimbly reſeued 
her from her danger, that her cap was off and 
extinguiſhed before one hair of her head had been 

When her terror had ſubfided, Mrs.:Caydle 
caſt her eyes upon the perſon of her deliverer, 
The alarm had perfectly diſſipated her ſomnolency, 
and in great part even the cauſe of it. The ideas, 
that had floated . in her brain, and on which ſhe. 
hat beer pondering, loft hold of her imagination, 
and enthuſiaſm began to give way to impreſſions 
of a different fort: ſhe had no longer any wiſh to 
make x ſaint of one, who ſeemed to her alr 
to de an angel. As the traveller, whoſe eye has 
been jaded with long dwelling on the loathſome 
tens of Eſſex, feels unſpeakable recreation when, 
having croſſed the Thames, he mounts the beau- 
tiful hills of Kent, and thence contemplates. na- 
ture in her faireſt ſhape—fuch was the delight ful 
ſenſation Jemima now experienced, whilſt ſhe 
gazed upon Henry, and compared his animated 
and graceful form with the liſtlefs and miſhapen 
lump, that the fat partner of her heart prefented 
daily and hourly to her weary fight. He had his 
hand upon the door, ſo that no time was to be 
loft, when, with an eager accent, ſhe called out 
to him to ſtop; then bidding him ſhut the door, 
ſhe began as follows: 5 FX | 

« You are the young perſon, I preſume, whom 
the Doctor has taken into his family, and your 
name is Henry: you give a good ſample of your 
ſervices, Henry, not only in the care you had of 
your wretched maſter in his fall, but no leſs ſo in 
the attention you have now ſhewn to me in my 


been fully employed this day in the reſcue <p 
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both in our turns, and Jon wen deferve to be ro- 
warded for your 


* Fam amply rewarded,” replied Henry, «by 


your kind acceptance 'of my duty in the firſt place, 
and next by my maſter's liberality, who gave me 
as much as I have occafion for, and more than I 
had any right to expect.“ 

„ Tour maſter, indeed P cried Jen &« your 
maſter knows neither how to rate your ſervices, 
nor to reward you for them; Pll engage he has 


bir'd you for no other purpoſe but to beat the filthy - 


mortar, and do the dirty work in his dirty ſhop: 
but you ſhall do no fach g; you ſhall wait 
upon me; I will take you to myſelf, With me 
your work will be eaſy, and your life happy, with 
him you will be a drudge, and the lacquey of a 
dradge ; for his very ſhopman, the old Hightmder, 
will make you fetch and on his ſcrubby er- 
rands: from me you will hear none but pions and 
edifying converſation; from them nothing but 
balderdafh and-blafphemy in ar outlandith dialect: 
of me you will gain good ioftruttion; they will 
lead you to your rain, and render you in the end, 
what they are themfelves, loft fouls in a ftate of 
reprobation, and totally caft out from the lot — 
the righteous.“ 

Heaven forbid 1” quoth Hekty. —## Dot?t 
ſo, don't fay fo,” reſumed the faint; «© don't ſhoe 
my ears with a fingle word in their favour : true 
cal feels no pity for the wicked.“ 

Not pity them!“ exclaim'd the youth with 
cagerneſs; I could almoſt find in my heart to 
pity the devil himfelf.“ . he devil you cou d F” 
cried the faint, with horror in her countenanees 
* from what-part of the world are you come? 
who are your unhappy parents ? and in what anti- 
chriſtian principles have you been educated ? Pity 


them, 
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them, indeed! No, no, that were a fin as heinous 
as what they commit; but the elect cannot fin, 
and conſequently have no pity for finners.” —< | 
beg for my boldneſs, Madam,” replied 
Henry, ** but if this be ſd, I:muſt take leave to 
diſſent from the elect.. This ſaid, he quitted the 
room, and left the inebriated zealot to digeſt his 
. ; 
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4 timely Reſcue. 


HE next morning Henry arofe with the lark, 

and finding nobody ſtirring within doors, 

went into the garden, and there began to employ. 
himſelf in reforming the borders, that were ina 
very neglected condition. Whilſt he was thus 
occupied, he obſerved à tall. ſtout man, whoſe 
ſwaggering gait and important air beſpoke him a 
perſon of ſome authority. coming acroſs the ad- 
joining field, and making directly for a little wic- 
ket in the garden hedge, that communicated with 
the faid field. Here he was no ſooner arrived 
than, diſcovering Henry, he ſtopt ſhort, and-in 
an angry tone demanded— Who are you, Sir, 
and why are you at work in this garden ?“ — 4 Be- 
cauſe I am ſervant to the owner of it, Henry te- 
plied, and have nothing elſe juſt now to employ 
myſelf about.“ “ If you are ſervant - to the 
owner,” ſaid he, „“ betake yourſelf to his ſhop, 
and tell Kinloch to ſend the medicines to my 
houſe, that are ordered to be made up.” —* AU 
to whoſe direction muſt they be addrefled ?? * 
: « My 
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« My name is Blachford ; you muſt be new in 
theſe parts, not to know me.“ F am a ſtranger, 
it is true, in this place,” rejoined Henry, and 


have not the honour of knowing you, but 1 fhalk 


obey your commands.” * ah 
Alfter a few minutes Henry, finding nobody up 
in the houſe, and the ſhop-door- locked, returned 
to make report to his ſender, who was now ſtand- 
ing clofe under the eaves, in earneſt converſation, 
as it ſeemed, with ſomebody at a window: the 
caſement was quickly ſhut upon his appearance, 
but not fo nimbly as to prevent his difcovering to 
a certainty” that Suſan was the party to whom 
Blachford's converſation was addreſſed. he 
The look; that gentleman now beſtowed upotr 
Henry, gave him fufficiently to underſtand how 
unwelcome: his company was; and before he could 
well explain the reaſon- of his ſudden return, 
Blachford's rage had burſt forth both in words and 
actions, ſo far at leaſt as his ſuffered him 
to proceed, by brandiſhing his cane in a threaten- 
ing manner, and telling him to be gone from his 
fight, for he perceived he was # very impertinent 
prying fellow, and would have nothing to ſay to 
him, „ And depend upon it,“ added he, © I will 
have my eye upon you; if I catch you tripping, 
and once lay my hands upon you, you ſhan't ea- 
ſily get out of them.” — 2 
With theſe words, which Henry anſwered only 
with a look of firm undaunted innocence, Blach- 
ford ſtrode away, and was ſoon out of fight: the 
caſement was then , and Suſan in a low 
voice deſired him to come into the houſe, for ſhe 
wanted to ſpeak to him: as ſoon as they met, ſhe 
began with ſome of embarraſſment to apo 
logize for appearances. She told him Mr. Blach- 
ford was à very rich gentleman, lived in a hand- 


„ {of 


— 


32 H E NR FJ. 


ſome houſe near at hand, and was very kind to 
her mother, an aged widow, who inhabited a 
mall cottage cloſe to his gate; that the occaſion 
of ber ſpeaking to him from the window, was 
fimply to thank him for ſome favours he had be- 
ſtowed upon her mother; ſhe hoped that Henry 
had ſaid nothing to give him offence, for that hg 
was a proud man, and would not put up with an 
affront from any body, much leſs from his infe- 
riors: moreover he was a juſtice of peace, and 
dealt ſo rigidly with thoſe that came under his 
that all the pariſh and neighbourhood 

round about ſtood in fear and terror of him. 
« He may be a juſtice,” replied Henry, & but 
Tul take upon me to ſay be is not a gentleman. 
As to his buſineſs with you, Suſan, or your's with 
him, truſt me I am not curious to be informed of 
it : it was mere chance and accident threw me in 
the way to interrupt it, which if I have done to 
your detriment or regret, I am heartily forry for 
it. As for his bluſtermg and threatening, I fear 
him not, neither did I provoke him by any lan- 
guage improper for me to make uſe of to a perſon 
of his ſort; I was as humble towards him, as be- 
comes any one human creature to be another in 
the like circumſtances. . I reſpect him, however, 
for being kind to your mother; I only hope it is 
pure kindneſs, and that he does not look for it to 
be repaid by any ſacrifices from you: whilft you 
make no other acknowledgments than you can 
convey to him from a window, all will be well.“ 
This was pointed with a certain expreſſion of 
look and accent, that brought the bluſhes. into 
. Sufan's cheeks. She hoped ſhe could not be ſuſ- 
pected of favouring ſuch a great, black, ugly thing 
as his worſhip, and an old fellow into the bargain 3 
{ke truſted {he underſtood: herſelf better, than to 
= FA give 
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give her company where ſhe could not beſtow her 
liking; in faying which, ſhe conveyed a glance to 
Henry's eyes, which ſimplicity itſelf could not fail 
to decypber, and nothing leſs than predetermined. 
virtue could be able to encounter; for, withont 
attempting deſcriptions, which we do not wiſh to 


engage in, we defire the reader to take it on our 


word, that the-aforefaid Suſan May, in forth and 
feature, was poſitively one of the moſt dangerons 
objects, that ſtrong paſſion and weak reſolu 
could poſſibly come in contact with; the 
health, youth and beauty to allure defire; L 
tell-tale eyes, that threw out ſignals of encourage- 
ment to hope. os $4" | 
« Upon my word, Henry,“ faid ſhe, “ you 
are very conſiderate of my reputation, which is 
more than I ſhould have expected from a hand- 
ſome young fellow like you, who I dare fay have 
fly fins enough of your own to anſwer for; but, 
to tell you the truth in ane word, there is not 4 
being upon earth I ſo abominate as that furly brute 
Juſtice Blackford : I believe he is as baſe in heart 
as he is black in perſon; therefore, with your 
leave, we will pat him afide, and talk of ſome- 
thing that is more to the purpole, What have 
fon done to my drunken dame, I would fain 
now, that has ſet her in ſuch a tantarum ? There 


vas ſhe, foaming and fretting after you had been 


with her, like a mad thing: ſurely you did not 
put on that preaching face to her, as you did juſt 
now to me: you'll never have a moment's quiet in 
this houſe, if you don't keep well with the tipſey 


ihrew that rules it: ſhe'll ferret you out in a 
twinkling, take my word for it, if you thwart 
her, and it is not the Doctor that can fave you; 
but if you'll coax and humour her, you may paſs 
your time to your _ content; and for my 


, 
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ſhare, ſhort as our acquaintance has been, fo 
much am I prejudiced in your favour, that as far 
as I can contribute to your happineſs, be affured 
1 my power ſhall be wanting to make 
eaſant whilſt we are together.” 

* Was A 2 a ſmile, a gentle preſſure of his 
hand in her's, whilt ſhe uttered theſe words, that 
gave them a grace and energy, which but for theſe 
accompaniments had not belonged to them; Su- 
fan, though not eloquent, poſſeſſed the orator's 
beſt attribute in an eminent degree; in her actien 
ſhe was irreſiſtible. | I know not whether I am to 
call it Henry's s good or evil genius, that now ap- 
peared in the perſon of old Bridget, to draw him 
off to his maſter in his. bed-chamber. He had 
begun a ſtammering kind of acknowledgment to 
Suſan, that meant to convey ſomething between 
courteſy and caution, but expreſſed neither one 
Dor the other diſtinctly, when the plea of duty 
helped him out of the dilemma for this turn, but 
left a memento behind it, plainly intimating that 
fight was his beſt defence againft ſuch weapons as 
nature had beſtowed on Suſan: ſhe in the mean 
time. was not flow to diſcover, both where his 
8 lay, and in what her own ſtrength con- 

fited ; what he could not term a victory on his 
Parte. ſhe had no right to conſider as a defeat on 
chance had broken up the conference; op- 
portunity could not be wanting to renew it. 
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4 fulden Attach upon en unquarded Conſens 


"HEN. Henry entered the Doctor's cham- 
her, he found him ſtill between the blan- 
kets, where he had provoked ſo copious a perſpi- 
ration, that there is little doubt but he had, paid 
intereſt through his-pores for every drop · of water 
he had. borrowed by his throat in his rencounter” 


with the duck. Inſtead of giving a ſtrait anſwer = 


to Henry's he began to hold forth a 
learned lecture, upon the uſe and efficacy of ſudo- 
"ts 222 — 

of pouring in hot liquors upon cold ſtomachs, 


which he pronounced to be a diabohcal practice, 
and little better: than ſlom poiſon, juſt then forget- 


ting the glaſa of : 
courſe” of. this knngee, he. infucceds tharikps 
habit of Miſtreſs Cawdle as a caſe in point, who 
he roundly aſſerted was herſelf out of 
the pk adding, with an oath, that if Jemima 
was a faint, he would be bold: to fen ſhe was the 
moſt drunken faint in the calendar. 

Obſerving that: Henry made no reply to this, 
except by a ſignificant ſhake of his head, he added 
— Well, well, you are a diſereet lad, I perceive, 
and know how to hold your tongue upon occaſion, 
but PII bett a good wager. ſhe has been 
to you over her cups: it is always the caſe when 
the ſpirit flies up into her head; but don't let ber 
make a fool. of you, one faint in 2 family is one þ 
too many: mind yours buſineſs, ply the mortar, 
and leave religion to thoſe who get et their living. bx 
it: 8 mething elſe to 


think of.” 
« I hope,” 


at the miller z. In the 
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« J hope,” replied Henry, « I can mind my 
buſineſs without neglecting my religion.” 

% Hark-ye, child,“ cried Zachary, © you talk 

like an ignoramus, if you ſuppoſe that we of the 

can have any other religion than tp take 

care of the health and conſtitution of our patients. 

man in his own way; the parfon for the 


to do in a church, whilſt there is one man under 
our care in a ſick bed? why, it were # ſhame foy 
uny of us to be feen there; it is alt one as to con- 
eis that we are totally cut out of our practice; 
and to do my brethren juſtice, I muſt confeſs they 
ſeldom, if ever, come into a church but with a 


view of being called out of it: OS 


trick, and begins to be blown upon, fo that every 
gentleman of character in the „ who 
does not wiſh to be thought a mountebank and a 
quack, never lets himfeM be ſeen within the walls 
of z church, unleſs indeed he ſhould chance to 
follow the corpſe of a cuſtomer thither.“ 

And when his own corpfe is carried thither 
to its laſt home,” ſaid Henry, © what will become 
of him then ?”—*« Heh ! how! what is that you. 
fay ? dematided Zachary, ſtarting up in his bed 
= ſay, fir, under favour, that I arti Fittle abfe 
to argue with a perfon of your ſcience; but I muſt 
think this a very ferious queſtion, and what every 


one of us ought to put to ourfelves in good time, 


© Can any man expect to find pardon after death, 
© who has done God no ſervice when alive? 

% What are you talking about?“ cried the Dot- 
tor: I tell you, child, that I, Zachary Cawdte, 
with theſe very hands, have uſher d two thouſand 
living ſouls into the world; and do you call that 
"Going God no ſervice ? How many others I may 
have ftopt from going out of it, in the courſe: of 


a long 


fowl, the phyſician for the body. What have we 
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only knows, I have kept no acrount of th 
hope you donꝰt mean to make any compariſon 
tween ſuck a man as I am, 1 
creation, n 2 
« Far be it from me, ed Henry, « 
offer at any compariſon between * — which 
] carmot pretend to judge of z but as Fprefume 
Chriftian is the greateſt character a ntan l 
have, I humbly conceive z good and faithful m. 
niſter of God's word to be no man's inferior.“ 
« Be that as it may,” rejoined Zachary, 1 
have had the handling of their carcaſes in 
time, and have found ſome rotten wethers 
the flock, that would hardly bear the touch: but 
J perceive, young man, you have got a twang of 
the conventicle about you, and will forfeit my 
ears if you have not been canting with that 


will have no faints ig my fervice; I did not hire 
you to fing pſalms; if you do it as well as king 
David, it is no recommendation to me; I told yoa 
ſo at firft; and as to your talking to me about the 
other world, I forbid you ever to name it to me 
again; tis a ſujet that always hips me when I 
hear of it.” 

I believe I have already hinted that Zachary was 


| fomewhat Tnclined to the iraſcible, and as he had 


now ſtarted a topic that was apt to give certain 
twitches to his conſcience, which were not aver 
pleaſant in their operation, he had flounced and 
floundered about at ſuch a rate in his bed, whilft 
this buſy intermeddler was at work, that he had 
by this time effectually repelled the iration, 
and began to be ſenſible of certain ſym omatic. 
innuendoes, that argued an intention in Nature to 


wake a ſudden turn from hot to cold, * 
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of her freaks and fits. of variety treat him with a 
taſte of the other extreme. His teeth now began 
to make muſic, his ſpirits funk, and he huddled 
up his head in the bed-cloaths, ſighing from the 

bottom of his heart, as well knowing by the tun- 


ing of the inſtruments before-hand what the full: 


concert would be when it ſtruck up in earneſt. 

The Lord have mercy upon me“ exclaimed 
poor Zachary, * what is going forward now t I 
was as well but now as heart could wiſhy. I thought 


no more of being taken ſo ſuddenly. than the man 


in. the moon: never. truſt me but I ſhake from. 


head to foot; I can't ſtand it, poſitively I cant 
tand it, if I am to be ſeized in this manner, I 


know my own conſtitution to a tittle; Pm a ple- 


thoric man, the worſt ſubject in nature for an ague 
and fever: Doctor Doublechin went out of the 


world in the ſame way, be took a ſhort leave and 
was off; tis a loſt caſe, Henry, tis all up with 


your poor maſter, if I can't drive the foe: out of 


one door or the other before he gets footing in the 
houſe. For the love of Heaven, put your hand 
in my waiſtcoat pocket, and give me a ſmall paper 
in a blue wrapper, which you'll find there; it con- 
tains a medicine- which I.never. adminiſter to my 
patients, becauſe I ſcorn to go out of the regular 
e with my friends, but when a man's. own. 
is at ſtake, there is no joke in dallying: Doffor 
ame muſt do the jobb, or I muſt beat a haſty 
march out of this world, and be gone.” 

Henry gave him the paper and ſome: warm K. 

id, in which he mixed the life-reſtoring doſe 
and ſwallowed it, giving order for ſome barley- 
water to be made, and other fit preparations for 
its operation. 
No ſooner had his attendant left the chamber 
„than Zachary, now alone and at leiſur 2 
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tation, began to entertain ſerious 


for the conſequences of this ſudden attack. The 
rapid progreſs of a fever in better conſtitutions than 
his own he had frequently been a witneſs to: it 


was an enemy whoſe ſtrength he had fully experi- 


enced, having baffled him over and over ; death 


was a conſummation, which in his own caſe was 
devoutly to be dreaded, though he could contem- 
plate it with all due ſerenity in the caſe of others; 
the flippant and contemptuous ſtile, in which he 
had juſt then been talking of the duties of religion, 
recoiled upon his thoughts ſo ſtrongly, that his 
preſent ſudden and unexpected attack firuck his 
conſcience as a judgment, and moſt heartily did 
he wiſh he could recall what he had been ſaying 
to Henry : in the mean time the cold fit ſhook him 
worſe and worſe, whilft the active medicine ran 
through his veins with awful omens of a criſis com- 
ing on: he knew too well that the battle between 
Death and him muſt be a cloſe one and a ſhort one, 
for, alas! he was too fat for flight, and too fair 
a butt for ſuch a markſman not to hit. Vanity 
might have held him up in the preſence of a ſe- 
cond perſon, but he could not impoſe upon him- 
ſelf; and after a deep ſigh he broke forth into the 


following melancholy ſoliloquy:—“ What poor 


miſerable mortals are we, who cannot foreſee what 
may befall us for a moment to come! Here am I 
ſhivering and ſhaking, and perhaps upon the bed 


of death, whereas but a few minutes ago I thought 


no more of death than I did of the pope of Rame. 
But, to be ſure, when a man is in perfect health, 
it is natural for him to keep ſuch dull thoughts out 


of his head: it cannot be expected that one ſhould 


be muſing and pondering upon the other world, 
when one ſees no preſent chance of going thither z 
whilſt things are at 2 diſtance, it is not neceſſary 
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to think about them. Ah! poor Zachary, od 
haft enjoyed a brave ſtate of bealth and kept a 
merry heart till this fad moment; but art thou 
not an afs and a blockhead, not to recolle& that get 
all fleſh is mortal? Haſt thou not had dealings with the 
Death to be aware of his ſlippery tricks? How E 
many hundred times has he made a fool and a falfe bed 
prophet of thee, by (napping up thy patients in a of 
twinkling, when thou, filly Doctor, waſt hugging but 
thyſelf in the credit of a cure, and hadſt pro- at la 
rioune'd them out of danger? And why, above all tor, 
things, ſhou'd I be vapouring with this poor lad, greet 
and ſhewing off my courage at the expence of re- dem 
ſlowt 
ry he 
hurry 
water 
as You 
my ft 
had fi 


Iigion, which is about as wiſe a thing to do, as it: 
wou d be to pluck a ſleeping. bear by the beard... I 
- know my wife to be a ſlut and a fot, and no more 
of a faint than Judas Iſcariot, but what then? Be- 
cauſe ſhe profeſſes more faith than ſhe has, why 
ſhould I make a boaſt of believing leſs than Ido? 
Lord have mercy upon us! nobody knows how | 


ſdon he may be call'd away ; and what a misfor- bank 
tune would it be to be taken off juſt in the fluſh + | 
and flower of my buſineſs I If it would pleaſe God 

to take my wife firſt, it would be ſome comfort: I 

— then lead a quiet life, leave off practice, 

begin to think ſeriouſly of my latter end; but 

alas-a-day ! I have now ſo many cuſtomers dying 

upon my hands, that I cannot in conſcience ne- 

glect their affairs to look after my own. Of a 

certain, death is a ferious thing at the beft, and 1 1 
have always look'd grave at thg funeral of a pati - T ] 
ent; but when it comes to be one's own caſe it is capacity 
intereſting indeed! Zooks! what a twinge in the der Sid; 
bowels was there! Aye, aye, I feel it at work; the got ral 
powder begins to ſtir; 'tis all for the beſt ; the, being a 
enemy is ſhifting his quarters. How many people ſtubbory 
might I have cur'd with this drug, if I had in pract 


had which. 1 
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had too much honour to dabble in quack medi- 
cines! If I can but ſhake off this fit at once and 
get well, I ſhall have plenty of time to turn over 
theſe thoughts at my leiſure.” -. 

He now applied hiraſelf luſtily to the bell at his 
bed's head, for reafons that argued the neceffity: 
of diſpatch. Old Bridget heard the ſummons, 
but was not in the ſame neceflity to obey it: hben 
at laſt ſhe preſented herſelf at the door, the Doc- 
tor, whoſe anger had been up long before he way 
greeted her with a ſalutation not v | 
demanding why ſhe would bobble up ſtairs fo 
ſlowly, when ſhe might well conceive what a hur- 
ry he was in Well, ſaid ſhe, „and now your 
hurry is over, what is it you want?“ “ Barley- 
water and a bucket,” cried Zachary, * as quickly 
as you can, for a greater turmoil than is now in 
my ſtomach the duck herfelf could not make, if I 
had ſwallow'd her alive when the flew out of - 
bank and ſous d me in * r 1 "4 


CRA TER IX. 
| Doctor: differ. 


HERE was an old Scotchman, Alexander 

Kinloch by name, who officiated in rhe like 
capacity under Doctor Cawdle as ¶ Hactum did un- 
der Sidrophel. The care of the poorer patients in 
get ral devolved upon this deputy doctor, who, 
being an old limb of the faculty, was become ſo 
ſtubboru withal, that it ſeemed a point wich him 
in practice conſtantly to take any road but that 
which he conceived his principal would purſue. 


= 
_ w - a 


duſt of the mortar, a perfect ſkeleton with a ſkin 


„% 1 1 A 


No ſooner had he been informed by Henry of his 
maſter's ſituation, and the medicine he had admi- 
niſtered to himſelf, than, having taken two or 


three haſty ſtrides about the ſhop, as if to give 


vent to his choler, he ſnatched down an old plaid 
night-gown, which hung upon 2 peg, and having 
girt it round his loins with a green worſted faſh 
over a black cloth waiſtcoat, to chich he had ftript 
himſelf for his work, he bade Henry look to the 
ſhop, and immediately afcended the ſtairs to. the 
chamber of the invalid. 

If Death had been diſpoſed to have compliment- 
ed Zachary with a vifit® queſtion if he could have 
taken a better figure for his purpoſe than what 
Alexander now preſented to the ſick manis view, 
ſtanding at the ſeet of his truckle bed, arrayed in 
his ruſty plaid, tall, ſqualid, begrimed with the 


on, and ſtaring upon him with two lack-luftre- 


= that ſeemed. buried in their boney ſockets, | 


ſtronger contraſt could hardly be found in hu- 
man nature than might here be ſeen between maſ⸗ 
ter and mat; Zachary prefenting to the eye of the 
ſpectator a rotundity of figure, which, though in 
the horizontal poſture, as now difplayed, loſt lit- 
tle, if any thing at all, of its perpendicular eleva- 
tion from a given plane; Alexander, when erect 
upon his feet, being in the proportion of a foot to 
an inch in point of altitude, hen compared with 
the aforeſaid Alexander extended on his back; in 
few words, the one ſtood in like relation to the 


other as the ſpiggot does to the tun. 


Zachary had. no ſooner caught a gumpſeswt 
Alexander's viſage over the hillock of human fleſh; 
which intercepted nearly all the reſt of his figure, 
and being now under the impreſſion of a terrified 
imagination, than he ſhook in every joint, and. 

though 


* 


8 


— 
* 


f S AFA K 


8447 


4 


Fp 


SERSPE Fes 7 


* 


H E N R T. 43 


though he recognized his old acquaintance ſuffici- 
ently to be ſatisfied that Death was not actually 
preſent in perſon, yet he was far from certain that 
he had not viſited him by proxy; and in juſtice to 
Zachary. it muſt be confefled, that a better proxy. 
than Alexander, Death could no where have 
found, nor one to whom, upon long experience of 
paſt ſervices, rr 
commiſſion, either or ſpecial. 

The deliberation. with which Alexander had 
proceeded in his ſurvey, (for it was a cuſtom with 
bim to let the fick man make his own, complaints, 
by which he ſpared himſelf the trouble of finding 
them out) gave the Doctor time to rally his ſpirits 
ſo far as to aſſume an air of ſome compoſure, whilſt 
he addreiſed his viſitor as follows: Ah! Saws 
ney, you find me here in a ſorry pickle.” —* Aye, 
aye,” quoth the Scotchman, « I can well enough 
ſcent the pickle you are in; you hang bers EY 
bing your inteſtines with that damn'd powder 
poiſon, which I will maintain to be the vileſt d 
that ever devil blew. into the brains of a.mounte» 
bank.“ —4 Verbum * friend Sawney,” re- 
plied the Doctor; © I believe I know fomethi 
and I believe you. are convinc'd I do; but furely - 
you forget to whom. you. are talking, What you 
ſay is very right, only you ſay it to the wrong per- 
{on : every — oe you and me, 
will hold for the regular pract and £27 9 
quackery ; tis n 
powders, I believe neither you nor any man living 
can ſay I ever adminiſter'd them to patient of mine 
ſince I was maſter of a mortar ; living or dying, 
my cuſtomers have been always handled by me 
ſecundum artem : bac the cook, is wes banted hens 
— own porridge ; neither am I, Zachary Candle, 

end to take my own phyſic z tis a fooliſh 
landlord, 
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landlord that thinks to drive a trade by drinking 
out his own barrel“. 


«© Well, Doctor,“ replied Death's image, © ſince 


are not to be advis'd, I ſhall only remind you 


of the old ſaying, *< Phyſician, cure thyſelf. 


&« And I've good hope I ſhall cure. myſelf,” return- 
ed the Doctor, and ſpeedily too, for I find I am 
wonderfully kohter ſince the powders operated,” 
* Twou'd be wonderful if you were not,” quoth 
Alexander, « conſidering how much of your cargo 
you have thrown overboard.” . Better do that 
than let the ſhip ſink,” rejoined Zachary; that's 
2 reſource, friend Sawney, which we, who are full 
laden, have, and you; who are in ballaff, have 
not.“ c Ves, truly,” quoth Sawney, & you have 
droke bulk with a vengeance, but by the ill ſavour 
of the hold I ſhould doubt if you have clean bills 


of health on board yet. Marry, joy go with you, 


maſter of mine; if a ſwoln pannch, ſhort neck, 
and wheezing lungs are ſymptoms of long life, you 
are bleſt with them to your heart's content; but Þ 
am of Ariſtot]e's mind for that; I agree with the 
old ſages, Hippocrates, and Galen, and Doctor 
Nicholas Culpepper, who, in his Laft Legacy he. 

d to his dear Confert, Mrs. Alice Culpepper, 

the Public Good, recommendeth to ſuch as be 
fat to eat three or four cloves of garlic every morn- 
ing with bread and batter, and faſt two hours af 
ter it; and he further faith, * Let their drink be 
© water, wherein fennel hath been boiPd, and in 
a very ſmall time it will eafe them.“ 

« What tell you, me of Nicholas Culpepper 7 
cried Zachary; © he was nothing better than 2 
ſtar-gazer and a quack. Will he give me a receipt 
to know whether a fick man like me ſhall live or 
die of the malady he is afflicted with ?“ I 

* That he will do,“ cried Alexander, Woe 


. * 


three ſeveral modes of proceſs, and you may take 
your choice of which you like deſt. Let ws 
hear em, let us hear em all,” ſaid the Doctor. 


< of your head, and lay upon the ſhaved place rue 
« ſtamped with oil of roſes, binding it on; and, if 
< you inorze within fix hours alter, you ſhall live, 
« elſe not.” 

« Let him carry his own fool's noddle to the 
ſhaver for me,” anſwered: Zachary; * PH have 
nothing to do with his rue and roſes. What 
next? 

« Secunds.. Let green netzles be deep ir the 
© urine of him that is fick, twenty-four hours: If 

they remain green and freſh, the fick will Iivez 
« elſe it is all up with him. 

« Let him go to the devil with his noſtrumg, 
quoth the Doctor, exalting his voice; © I hope 1 
ſhall live to ſteep the nettles upon his grave; and 
now, .Sawney, for the third and laſt, a_—_ 
us have done with Nicholas and his nonſenſe,” 

6 * well,” ſaid Sawney, with 9 
vity, © there are more ſecrets in nature than y 
and I have hitherto found out, but you may take 
them or leave them. I ſhall tender you but one 

experiment more; and let me tell you, maſter of 
mine. I -oudd erayryratliheg roo AN 
2 for reaſons, that I do not thin 
it neceſſary to explain. Say you ſo; ſay you 
ſo 2” — ſomewhat ſtartled with this 
preamble; „ then I perceive you think worſe of 
my caſe than I dos but "what is you * 
ment 

6 This it is,” anfwered the journepwan folders 

« give it you in Nicholas s own words 
— Fans, Take the of a hog, and rub the 
rr ne 
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heart: all his terrors now returned, and he again 


— 
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© ſoles of the feet, then throw the greaſe to a dog 


an 
© if he eat it, the ſick will live; if not, ben nig 
© ſurely die. of 1 
Are you ſure,” quoth Zachary, * that 10 ſo l 
have been correct in the particulars of this notable girl 
noſtrum ? Perfectly correct,“ replied Kinloch; of t 
„Lean ſhew it to you in his book.” —** Then J =. 
muſt own to you,” ſaid the Doctor, © it is an ex- * Suſ⸗ 


1 ſhould not like to pledge my life upon: 
ſome dogs have ſtronger ſtomachs than others; 
does he give no directions in that particular? 
« None,” replied the North Briton, ** he ſpeaks 
of dogs generically, not ſpecifically,” — Then he 
is a booby and a blockhead for his pains,” rejoined 
* would he have me throw ſuch a pellet 
to a lady's lap-dog, that is fed upon boiled chicken 
and ſugared milk ? The very thought of it has ſet 
my ſtomach a working. Get thee out of my room, 
good Sawney, make haſte and be gone, and pr. 
thee give me ſome chance for recovery by forbear- 
ing to preſcribe to me.” * +# 
. "The deputy doctor now departed in a half, and 
left Zachary to ſolicit, with the help of Doctor 
ames, a kind turn from the only better friend in 
fickneſs, fleep; but alas | chough theſe twotriendly 
refterers of tir d Nature, have been ſeldom found 
at diſtance from each other, yet in the preſent caſe 
Zachary's temples could take no reſt; he was tors 
mented with a racking head. ach and a throbbing 


applied himſelf to the bell at his bed Read, 4 
ing it with might and main. 

« Law! Sir,” cried Suſan, as ſhe e 
room, what a ringing you keep! as ſure 
can be, you'll wake my: miſtreſs, and what will 
become of us then ? Your miſtreſs, quotha 


1 
we” 


9.4 1 N— 


5 


Tester litik I FIFA 


HENRY. + 47 


and a ſot; becauſe ſhe went boozy to bed over. . 
night, am I to lie and periſh next morning for fear 
of waking her? I care not if ſhe never wak d again, 
ſo I were out of this torment : Pr'ythee, my good 
girl can ſt thou not think of ſomething to caſe me 
of this racking head- ach??? e 
I never had the head-ach in my life,” replied 
Suſan,—< I wiſh from my ſoul you had it now 
for the firſt time, and I was quit of it,” queth 
Zachary. If it plagues you ſo,“ cried Suſan, 
« why.den't you lay your head down on the pillow 
and go to fleep; that's the way I get rid of all my 
troubles.” —<< Get you gone for a goole,” cried 
the Doctor in a rage, © and fend old Bridget to 
ſet the room to rights.“ Foh!” quoth*Sulan 
« as ſhe went down ſtairs, your head may well ach 
«o* my conſcience.” . | 

« If one of my patients,” ſaid Zachary to him- 
ſelf, *< conſulted me upon a bead-ach like this, I 
ſhould make nothing of it; my bufinels would be 
to give nature a fair field, and let her fight her 
own battles ; cooling drinks, with cadive, ſuccory, 


purſlain, lettuce, or barley-water with a little cin- 


namon, is the moſt I ſhould adminiſter; but for 
my own part, I wiſh to be wellat once; for I have 
no time to ſpare, and I hate pas. 
During this meditation, Bridget had been em- 
ployed in removing nuiſances ; when the Doctor, 
recollecting nothing in his own practice, that would 
ſerve the preſent purpoſe, and that old women fre- 
quently had noſtrums that make quick work of 
what they undertake, repeated the lame queſtion 
to Bridget, that he had put with ſo little ſucceſ to 
Suſan. Proud to be conſulted by fo great = man, 
as her maſter, the old wench immediately demand» 
ed on which ſide of his head the pain laid. On 
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& Then I can do you no good,” replied Bridget: 
* had the pain laid on the right fide, I could have 
. it with a comb made of the right horn of z 
; if on the left, with one made of the left 
— ram. Begone for an old fool,” cried 
the Doctor; if ram's horns could have cored 
me; I ſbould have been well long enough ago.“ 
Alexander Kinloch now re-entered the cham- 
ber, and with a ſolemn countenance informed the 
Doctor that he had been ſent for to Mrs. Cawdle, 
whom he bad d in her bed, grievouſly affſict. 
= with the head-ach accompanied by a high pulſe, 
dry tongue, and other febrile ſymptoms, *© Tam 
glad of it with all my heart,” exclaimed Zachary; 
© and what have = adminiſtered to her? 
cx l replied Alexander, * till I conſulted 


ou; but upon inſpection of the patient, I ſhould 


mbly conceive there is nothing fo effectual to res 
move her complaint as evacuation and refrigera- 
tion.” , Then ſet about it thyfelf, friend Saw. 
” quoth the Doctor, for I am in no condi 
tion to do either one or the other.“ 4 I have 
noted with ſome concern,” reſumed Alexander, 
« that the cephalæa, or head-ach, of which Ma- 
dam.complaineth, lieth not in the pericranium, or 
outward ſkin of the fcull, but in the pia mater, or 
in other words in that membrane, which knitteth 
the ſenſes together, and lieth' round the brain with» 
in the dura mater: now it is a point agreed both 
ancients and moderns, that there are various 
forts and deſcriptions of head-achs; ſome poſſeſ- 
ſing the whole head; others only half of jt 2 
coming of heat, others of cold; 8 of docks 
others of moiſture ; ſome ariſing from plerhoth 
plenitude of blood, others from choler.”— 
s Which will certainly be my caſe,” cried che 


Doctor, interrupting him, © unleſs you bring your 
| diſcuſſion 
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diſcuſſion to a point. I am haſten; there- 
unto,” replied Sawney : * there are alſo head- 
achs, which procetd from windineſs ; there are 
others cauſed of the ſtomach ; there are head-achs 
ſymptomatic of fevers ;- and laſtly, there are head 
achs originating from e to which de- 
nomination I pronounce this of Madam Cawdle's 
indiſputably to belong. Who doubts it ? cried 
Zachary: “ then why the devil didn't you come 
to it at once ?” | 

Alexander gave no attention to the Doctors im- 
patience, but proceeded after his own manner 
Now the cauſes of this kind of head-ach-are evi- 
dent enough; for hot wines, ſtrong waters, and 
inflaming potations, fall the brain with vapours, 
and the brain of Madam Jemima fo much the 
more, inaſmuch as I conceive it to be hot and 
aduſt by nature, having noted upon examination | 
that her os triquetrum is cloſe ſhut, and her ſuto- 
riums not remarkably open; the beating or pulſa- 
tion therefore is the greater in a ſcull ſo conſtruCt- 
ed, and of courſe the pain: the cure therefore con- 
fiſteth, as I before faid, in-theſe two things, eva- 
cuation and refrigeration.” —*« Humph ]“ echoed 
Zachary, with a grunt. Alexander -proceeded : 
* Now of the former there art various modes 
whereby to adminiſter relief, the choice of which 
| refer to you, as preſuming you beſt know which 
proceſs of evacuation is moſt conſentaneous to the 
habits and conſtitution of Madam your ſpouſe,” — 
Il beg to be excuſed from giving any opinion at 
all in the caſe,” ſaid the Doctor. As for the 
latter,” continued the noſtrum-monger, “namely 
refrigeration, the uſe of which is to drive back the 
vapours as they aſcend to the head, I would re- 
commend oil wherein ivy-leaves have been boiled; 
with which to anoint the head, the temples, and 
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the forchead,” — With all my foul,” repeated 
Zachary, I approve much of your iyy-leaves; 
they will be in their proper place upon her tem- 
ples, for by my faith, Sawney, Jemima is as true 
a Bacchante as ever brandifhed a thyrſus.” . 
Alexander had not yet run out his whole tap, 
and reſumed his diſcourſe once more Now to 
prevent drunkenneſs in thoſe, who are addicted to 
drink, is a grand defideratum in phyſic; yet there 
are many medicines bequeathed to poſterity by the 
ancient ſages for this purpoſe,” ( But I hope you 
are not going to enumerate them, quoth the Doc- 
tor, © for I am out of all patience already. 
* Be it ſo!“ anſwered he; © then I will confine 
myſelf to one alone, which is fimply this : © Let the 
© penſon ſo addicted eat fix or ſeven bitter almonds 
every morning faſting, drink a draught of worm» 
© wood-beer before any other potation ; and let 
there be infuſed therein a ſmall portion of the 
© aſhes of ſwallows burnt in a crucible feathers 
and all.” - 

« Wormwood and burnt ſwallows !” cried Za- 
chary, elevating his voice; « what devil of a doc- 
tor put that doſe into your head? But make her 
take it, my good Sawney, and I'll honour you for 
ever.” —* ] fear,” replied Sawney, without pay- 
ing any regard to the Doctor's raillery, “ that 
ſwallows being now out of ſeaſon and a bird af 
paſſage, we ſhall be defeated in the main point of 
our experiment.” —** Then catch an owl,“ re- 
joined Zachary, < and put him into your crucible: 
my life upon't he'll do the jobb as well; and hark- all 
ye, Sawney, if you take a little modicum of the Fn ; 
powder'd owl yourſelf, it may help your wits and he 2 
promote wiſdom.“— C4 Pl. ſee what can be done,” qd th 


quoth Alexander gravely, and departed. 0 has 


ing any f 
moment! 
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 Cnayrezs X. | 
One more Daſe thass is ts be feund in the Difpenfary. 


HE medical unde be was infediet 


do Doctor Nicholas Culpepper s Laff Legacy 
for every one of thoſe noſtrums, upon which he 
plumed himſelf ſo highly in ſpite of his maſter's 
irony, immediately ſet to work upon his embro- 
cation of ivy-leaves and o, a buſineſs of no great 
difficulty, as there was a certain manſion in the 
garden overgrown with that fimple, and no ſcar- 
city of good Lucca oil in the cupboard near at 
hand: but when he came to meditate upon a ſur- 
cedaneum for the burnt ſwallows, even Zachary's 
propoſal of the owl as a locum-tenens was a ſtag 
gering conſideration, as being a bird of night, 
whereas it was now unfortunately broad day. in 
this dilemma wing Henry in the ſhop, be ab. 
ruptly demanded of him if he was 2 hand 
at catching an owl: the youth, fu g he was 
bantering him, ſtared him in the face, and, vuh- 
out giving any anſwer, went about his buſineſs. 
The compounder of medicines in the mean time 
caſt his eyes round the ſhop, as in deſpair of find. 
ing any ſubſtitute for his purpoſe, when in a lacky 
moment fortune threw within his ken a dried lizard 
hanging from the beam, which for time immemo- -- 
rial had been the humble companion of a ſtuſt 
alligator and the egg of an oftrich. 2 
« Aha] my little crony,” cried Alexander as 
he ey'd the lizard with tranſport, · you and I muſt 
have a word together: come down, for I have . 
ſpied thee in the very nick of time.” This-faid, 
he unhook'd the little animal, and examined him 
| D 2 from 


— 
: 


pect thou art a-ſtimulative; as I'm a ſinner, I fub 
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from head to tail: he was as dry as the mummy 
of a patriarch ; no crucible could have done the 
job more effeCtually ; he was a perfect deodand 
in the hands of an experimentaliſt. “ Thou wilt 
pulverize moſt featly,” quoth Sawney, © when 
have thee under the peſtle; but before I confign 
thee to the mortar and reduce thee to duft, let 
me ponder upon thy properties, and do nothing 
without forecaſt and circumſpection. Poiſonous 
thou can't not be, for though I have never eaten 
of thy ſpecies myſelf, I know that others have; I 
have read that thou art a delicacy, a tit-bit as] 
may ſay, at the tables of the Chineſe, and if -thy 
fleſh be delicate, thy duſt cannot fail to be whole- 
ſome ; nay, I doubt not but it is medicinal, a drug 
to my very purpoſe, an abſorbent, a repeller, ad 
antidote to drunkenneſs, for the Chineſe are the 
ſobereſt nation upon earth. I'll begin upon thee 
incontinently. But hold, hold! whither am 1 
running? Thou haſt other virtues, if I could du 
recollect them; there is ſomething more about 
thee, ſomething I have read in learned authors d 
the back-bone of alizard; and thine, Heaven be 
prais'd, Iperceive is ꝓerfect and entire; but whethe 
it is recorded as a provocative to incontinency, @ 
as a preventive, I cannot for the blood of me toi 
certainty recollect: upon ſecond thoughts, I fu 


pect thou art of a ſtirring quality, for thy tail bs 
tokeneth it. Be it as it may, I will venture up 
thee, for thou art a loving little creature, an 
fam'd above all the reptile race for being tu 
friend of man: therein thou wilt .aflimilate Z 
property with thy patient, for truly Madam Jen 


ma is of an.amorous and moſt incontinent 


peality,” 
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Tbis faid, he took the animal by the tail, and 
with an air of triumph hurl'd it into the mortar, 
covering it up, as well to conceal his treaſure from 
diſcovery, as to preſerve ĩt againſt injury. He 
now turn d his hand to the refrigerating embroca- 
tion of oil and ivy- leaves, which having put into 
a phial, and properly labelPd, he confign'd to 
Suſan, direCting her how to apply it to the temples 
and forebead_ of her miſtreſs: his next buſineſs 
was to take fix Hitter almonds out of the drawer, 
and incloſe them in a writing paper labelled ac- 
cording to form, and theſe he depoſited upon the 
counter, reſerving them as an introductory kind 
of preamble to his grand arcanum now in actual 
projection, for old Bridget had in charge to pre- 
pare the wormwood- beer, ſo that all. hands were 
now buſy and the work. was in forwardneſs, _ 
Whilſt Alexander was belabouring the lizard, 
for it was a tough morſel, Suſan had performed 
her part, and ſo plentifully had ſhe beſtowed the 
unction on the temples of the rubicund Bacchante, 
that Jemima's face, thus varniſhed, preſented to 
che beholder an intire maſk of crimſon foyle, with 
the contraſt of a pair of ferocious dark eyes, ſpark- 
ling under the ſhaggy canopy of two enormous 
brows of the ſame ſubfuſcan bue with. the eyes 
they over-arched. | ; 
Her malady, it is true, was conſiderably abated, 
but whether it was owing to the refrigerating mix- 
ture, or to a cordial doſe of aniſeed, which ſhe 
had juſt taken, is not for my purpoſe to enquire, 
Alexander now called Juſtily for Suſan to admi- 
niſter the bitter almonds, but Suſan was not ta be 
found ; the had walked into the village: Bridget 
was buſy with the wormwood-beer, and as lor 
himfelf, he was ſtill in warm action with the lizard, 
who ſhewed great antipathy to being pulverized, 
| ; and 
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and made a notable defence againſt the inceſſant th 
battery of mortar and peſtle, 2 thi 

What was to be done ? Henry was the only per. hi 
ſon unemployed, but Henry had ſtrong objections « 
to any errand that was to carry him into Jemima's life 
bed-chamber. If ſuch be your ſcruples at ſtart- dre 
ing,” ſaid Kinloch, '« I pronounce at once you dic 
will never do for us in our way of buſineſs: we to | 


muſt go \ all patients, and the ſex of a ſick per 
fon is the laft thing in our thoughts: are you atraid 
of riſquing that ſmooth face of your's in your miſ- 

s room, and have you the conceit to think 

e will play the part of Potiphar's wife?“ 
Stop your raillery,” cried Henry, ** and ſpare 
e the pains of a very dlumſy attempt at 

ing witty, till Tknow what my duty is, and then 
I ſhall obey it.” 

He ſept ſoftly up to Zachary's chamber, bat 
finding him aſleep, ſhut the door with great cat» 
tion, and returned. Unwilling to renew an alter- 
cation with Kinloch, and finding that Bridget 
made altogether as light of his ſcruples, he took 
the pacquet of almonds, and having gently given 
notice at Jemima's door, was no leſs gently invited 
to enter it, | 

« T am ordered to bring you this medicine, 
faid he, „which Mr. Kinloch has prepar'd, and 
recommends you to take.” — Give it me into my 
hand,” faid the dame, and at the ſame time tak- 
ing it with one hand, and claſping his wriſt with 
the other, ſhe caſt a look of kindneſs upon him, 
and ſaid ſhe did not doubt it would do her. good, 
when tender'd to her by him, though ſhe had no 
faith in any thing of Sawney's preſcribing. 

So ſaying ſhe unfolded the paper, and to her 
utter ſurprize found that it enveloped only half » WW intitled 


dozen almonds. 4« What does the fool 2 with he 
this! 
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this ? cried ſhe; '« what' good martha typ" >" 
things to do me? Let the old ape eat 
himſelf,” and with that —— 
« But you, Henry, you do me all the good in 
life ; your preſence is a cordial, that revives my 
drooping ſpirits, and whether your maſter lives or 
dies, depend upon me, and you will have nobody 
to blame but Jourſclf if 1 do not prove the belt 
of friends to you; in the fame moment ſhe railed 
herſelf on the bolſter, reaching forth her arma, 
as if ſhe intended him the- favour of an embrace. 
Henry, who-faw her eyes flaſhing, and her face 
red and ſhining like a ball of fire, that 
the was in a high fever fit, and delicious: he geatly 
entreated her to be more compoſed, whilſt he ran 
down and called up thoſe, who were better able ta 
ait her, Stop; Fconjure you,” ſhe enciaimed 
« if you fancy me in ſuch a ſtate of danger, ean 
you have the heart to leave me; I will only 
leave you for a moment,“ he replied; * till I fetch 
Mr. Kinloch,” ——& Are you in your ſenſes,” faid 
ſhe, © to ſuppoſe that I can be comforted by the 
fight of ſuch a ſcare-erow as old Kinloch ?:L want 
neither him nor his maſter, nor any of their po- 
tions, which-Iloath and deteſt, and hold to be the 
vileſt traſh upon earth. Had IJ any body about me 
with half 'a grain of ſenſe or "feoting, I ſhouid 
want none of their aſſiſtance. You; Henry, hase 
a heart, or I am miſtaken; you can underſtand 


what I muſt endure in a family like this, and cam EN 


pity me; Cou'd I bind you to me by confide 
by favours, by affection, there is nothing I w 
not do to recompenſe and reward your — 
ment,” , Madam, replied Henry, „ fo long as 
receive the wages of Doctor Cawdle, you are 
intitled to every ſervice I can render * you, coafiſtent | 
with honour and = duty to him. 

« What 


50 


made upon. her heart ?” 


viction, that what nature dictates muſt be right,” 


_ exclaimed the diſappointed fair, as ſoon as he had 


H E N R T. 3 
. What honour and what duty do you owe to 
him, which you are not in an equal degree bound 


to fulfil towards me? Nay, if you are not loſt to Pr. 
every manly feeling, you will own that as a wo- ra) 
man I have a ſuperior claim to your attentions ; * 
if you are ſwayed by intereſt, can you hefitate for 
" between me and him? If you are capable of being dre 
touched by a more generous paſſion, where can Pon 


more worthily beſtow it, than on one who 
has no ſcruple to confeſs the impreſſion you have 


* On your heart!” cried Henry, “ is it poſſible  arks 
you can be ſerious in this declaration? or am I 
only to regard it as the wandering of a feveriſh 
delirium'?”—<« Regard it in no other ſenſe,” ſhe 
replied, © than as the frank confeſſion of a woman, 
who is above the mean practice of diſguifing what 
ſhe feels, and whoſe mind is made up to the con- 


If that be your rule, Madam,” quoth Hen 
« you cannot be offended with me for adopting itz 
therefore, as my nature dictates to me the impro- 
priety of holding any further converſation * with 
you upon this ſubject, you will pardon me if I cut 
it ſhort and take my leave.” + 
« Perverſe, provoking, obſtinate, hard fate“ 


ed; © thus is the patience of the faints for 
ever exerciſed by trials and temptations. Buy, 
thanks to the Spirit, through the aſſiſtance of 
grace, I have withſtood the importunities of the 
ficſh; I have wreſtled with the wicked one, and 
obtained the victory. Now, Jemima, thou may'lt 


' rejoice and triumph” here ſhe burſt into an ago- 


ny of paſſion, ſobbing and weeping after a piteous 
ſort, the tears trickling off her greaſy cheeks like 
water from the feathers of a duck. 1 
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Before this paroxyſm was well over, Kinloch 
preſented himſelf at her bed- ſide, gorgeouſly ar- 
rayed in his robe of plaid, with the doſe of worm- 
wood-beer and lizard powder, oſtentatiouſſy held 
forth in his right hand, whilſt with the left he 
drew back the curtains, as if to give a greater 
pomp and richer flow of drapery ta the introduc- 
tion of his perſon, and of the precious contents, 
with which his goblet was charged. = 
« T have brought it,” quoth the vaunting em- 
piric, © with my own hands: a medicine of the 
rareſt virtues; the paragon of wonder-working 
art; a panacea to reſtore exhauſted nature, though 
ſhe were at her laſt gaſp ?”—* Is the fellow mad? 
cried Jemima : « what is it you are talking about ?”. 
No matter, no matter,” replied Alexander; 
te taſte and try !” with that he put the doſe into 
her hand. What naftineſs have you given me? 
cried ſhez * and what is it to do?“ —® It is,” 
faid he, & an anti-inebriating julep, a ſheather of 
the ſpicula, with which inflammatory liquors tranſ- 
fix the vitals: I don't quite ſay it will make you 
immortal, but it will keep off death, though. he 
were at the door. Then take it yourſelf, you 
ſkeleton,” cried the dame; and forthwith vollied 
the whole contents of the potion in Alexander's, 
face, who inſtantly fled out of the room, covered 
with the filthy mixture, ſputtering and ſwearing 
he would ſooner preſcribe to the whore of Baby- 
lon, than ſuch a drunken vixen as ſhe was. 
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CnayrTER XI 
Meditation in a Kitchen. 


N Jemima was left to reflect ſeriouſly 
2 upon the rebuff ſhe had met from Henry, 
nd it no longer poflible to turd it to her 
credit by any ſophiſtry or ſelf-delufion that her 
vanity could fuggeſt, nothing remained but to 
ſoothe herſelf with ſchemes and projects of ro- 
venge; and in the courſe of theſe meditations it 
naturally occurred to her, that whilſt ſhe kept {6 
fine a girt in her fervice as Sufan May, ſhe would 
neyer be without a rival in her own family; and 
3 as this was not the firſt mortification of the fort 
by ſhe had encountered fince that girl had been about 
_ her perſon, ſhe began to think that in good policy 
me could not be too quick in getting rid 1 der. 
The queſtion however had its can as well as pro, 
for Sulan was a decoy-duck that brought game to 
- the net, as in the inftance of the afore-mentioned 
Juſtice Blachford, who found it worth his while 
to beſtow many courteous attentions upon the mi- 
tres, by way of maſque to his approaches in ano- 
ther quarter. 
Although few gentlewomen in Mrs. Cawdle' 
- circumſtances would have had the condeſcenfion 
to be ſo explicit with a ſervant juſt hired into thei 
family, yet that gracious perſonage, mindful, 50 
doubt, of the time when ſhe herſelf took poſt m 
that low order of ſociety, had neither that pride 
of virtue nor that delicacy of ſentiment about her 
to be wounded by reflections of this ſort ; faithful 
to her antient habits, ſhe was in the practice al 
plain dealing on thoſe occaſions where other * 
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uſe fineſſe, and by making her wiſhes well under 
ſtood, was ſure of- bringing them to a ſpeedy iſſue 
at all events, and avoiding that moſt painful of 
all ſituations, a ſtate of expectation and ſuſpenſe. 
At the ſame time when thoſe wiſhes were eroſſed 


her own dignity, and reſented a diſappoirtmente 
with as much ſpirit as her warmeſt admirers could 
wiſh hef to have; and never was this fpirit more 
called forth: than at the preſent mo- 
ment by Henry's unacconntable negledt of her 
moſt gracious advances z a circumſtance that ſtem 
ed to run counter to all calculation; for who for 
unlikely to withſtand ion as a Creature de- 
ſtitute of every thing, and without a friend 


ced; and thee. = 
ſtile ſo peremptory and determined, as left her no 
in | 
could not. of courſe fail to fee how much it was 


for her repoſe, as well as for her dignity, to put 


him out of fight: by an immediate diſmiſſiom, in 
which ſhe had little fear of being over-ruled by 
her huſband, who could hardly be ſaid to have 
* authority in the affairs of: the 
„ | FRI 
Whilſt theſe reſolutions were forming in the 
boſom of the indignant dame, Henry's thoughts 
were employed upon meaſures — — 
execution by a voluntary ſeceſſion, for it ed 
to him ineonſiſtent with propriety to remain any 
longer in his preſent ſerviee: his mind, trained in 


the principles of honour, and uncontaminated by 
impure connections, revolted from the idea of 


taking wages from the huſband, and bribes from 
the wife: his experience of adverſity,, though: 
| | ſhort, 


good lady had a due ſenſe of - 


any future attempt. She 


* 


: 
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Hort, had been ſevere; it had pleaſed Heaven ts 


plunge him at once into diftreſs and poverty, 
againft the force of which his former habits and 
education had not furniſned him with any of thoſe 
reſources, which men taught to labour from their 
birth are provided with; and of the world at large 
de had as little knowledge as any being could well 
have, who had lived in civilized ſociety for his 
term of years: ſtill he was reſolute to preferve his 
integrity and combat his hard fortune as he could ; 
and whereas the very ſame difficulties had now 
fallen upon him in this his ſecond ſervice as he 
had encountered in his firſt, he ſaw no encourage- 
ment to ſeek a place in any family, where he was 
liable to be entangled in the ſnares of the fair ſex; 
to put himſelf therefore effectually out of their 
reach, there ſeemed no way ſo honourable as by 
enliſting himſelf in the firſt recruiting party be 
could meet: here he foreſaw that thoſe gifts which 
Nature had beſtowed upon him would no longer 
lead him into embarrafſments, but on the contrary 
might operate to his advantage: to the ſervice of 
bis king he determined to devote that perſon, 
which, in his preſent courſe of life, ſeemed likely 
to involve him in a continual ſeries of ftruggles 
and perplexities; when crowned with the cap of a 
grenadier, he flattered himſelf he ſhould be no 
longer courted by any miſtreſs but glory, and to 
her ſolicitations he might ſafely commit his honour 


and his conſcience. 


In the purſuit of theſe meditations he had 1 
ready paſſed ſome ſolitary minutes, whilſt old 
Bridger was occupied elſewhere; when Suſan May 
came in from her walk to the village, and took 
her feat beſide him. In the courſe of the conver- 
fation that enſued Henry did not diſguiſe from her 


his intention of quitting his preſent — 


. TR Io ent; 


* 2 


aii! 
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of his motives he did not ſpeakʒ thele however 
guſan was at no loſs to conceive; the 
the had of her miftrefs's chiratter. and 4 the map 
ner in which Henry evaded her queſtions, a oY 
her conjectures fo as to give her a ſufficient in 
into the real cauſe of his diſguſt. She felt too 
ſtrongly in her own heart the emotions which 2 
perſon like Henry's was capable of "inſpiring, Joy 
to credit her miſtreſs for the like ſenſations; the 
ſpoke of her without reſerve, and pronounced 
upon his motives with, ſuch confidence, as ſoon as 
ſhe underflood he had. attended upon her with her, 
medicines, that though ſhe could not bring him 
to confeſſion, ſhe took his filence for affent, and 
proceeded without interruption till ſhe had ex- 
hauſted her eloquence on the fubjet, _ _ 

When he told her of his intention to enliſt, 
ſhe ſighed, and faid ſhe knew too well what hard- 
ſhips a ſoldier fuffered, for ſhe had had a brother 
in the army, as fine a young man as ever was ſeen, 
but he was now no more; he was killed at the 
fiege of Gibraltar, in a fally upon the Spaniſh 
lines; ſhe hoped that Henry would not run ſuchk 
a deſperate courſe ; for her part ſhe did not ſee 
the neceſſity there was for his leaving the Doctors 
ſervice merely becauſe her miſtreſs had whims in 
her head, which, when ſhe was more calm, would 
probably ſubſide 3- ſhe muſt on it was extremely 
natural that ſo handſome a young man ſhould be 
admired by the women; it was what he muſt ex- 
pect, go where he would, but then it was always 
in his power to return it or not, as his inclination 
prompted him; and though it was againſt nature 
to ſuppoſe he could ever throw away his regard 
upon ſuch an object as her miſtreſs, yet had it been 
a caſe where ages were ſuitable, and love was on 
both fides, the took for granted the ſame ſcruples 

| would 


* 
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would not have operated ; for an attachment of 


that fort ſhe obſerved was quite another thing from 


himſelf to ſuch an old cat as her miſtreſs, 

„ Foh!” cried Henry, “ all the money in the 
world would not pay me for fuch a ſacriſice. 
«@ No, to be ſure, replied Suſan, « love makes 
all the difference in life : every kindneſs that does 
not come from the heart cofts one a pang; but to- 
the man we love, Oh! Henry, that woman's heart 
HAST... 
As the ſaid this he leant her hand careleisly om 


his ſhoulder; it was one of tloſe movements that / 


intend a great deal and profeſs to mean nothing 
but whilſt ſhe was fitting in this attitude, enveloped. 
in the contemplation of one of the fineſt counte- 
nances in nature, _— on a ſudden one very 
little reſembling it, the property of Alexander 
Kinloth, preſented itſelf to her view, that learned 
on having filently crept into the kitchen * 
— in their conference. 
« Aba! my young ſpark,” quath the i inters 
„ © js it thus you paſs your time, whilſt Lam 
ing like a gal IIe my fingers 
eng ing fo he peſtle ? I have been wanting you 
the ſhop; here are medicines to take out, 
plenty 'of buſineſs to be done, when. you are at 
leiſure to put your hand ta it; but at preſent I 
perceive you are engaged, and in a way, let me 
tell you, that is more likely n 
Doctor than to do any.“ 

Suſan turned her eyes upon the ſpeaker, and 
with a ſmile that would have ſoftened-the heart of 
Herod, apologized for Henry: by taking all the 
Blame to herſelf .—* I was — — him,” {aid ſhe, 
ct what a kind ſoul you are, and what a world of 
rr if 
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items to the account of his own gerieQions, than 
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amongſt us; but indeed and in- 
Mr. Kinloch, I am afraid there 


any of us long, 
if my miſtreſs is to go on at this 
This was touching. the very maſter-ftring of 
Kinlock's mental machinery, who hated Jemima 
as cordially as he loved to hear his owa praiſes. 
Suſan bad ingeniouſly contrived in a ſhort campaſs 
to give him a ſmall remembrance.of both; the 
conſequence was an inſtant truce between kin and 
Henry, who - N —— 9 
ient hearer of a furious ppic 
the 3 journeyman prode in which he belaboured 
poor Jemima without merey, and not the lefs vi- 
— for 2 affront ſhe had ſo yy gut upon 
him, when ſhe returned th 
which he had n 8 
kill. Nat that his oration conſiſted, dre ſome 
thet might be N of one r of 
invective, for on — was re ev 
now and then with a Ra 
of which he was . all which 
occafions he took. eſpecial care to contraſt the bril- 
liancy of his own character by throw 3 
maſter Zachary into ſhade; and in 
no other way of bringing the weight of their re 
pective abilities to apy thing like a balance but this 


he will but 


deed, my g 
will de no living in this houſe 


which Alexander adopted for making his own ſcale 


equiponderate, by borrowing from that which elſe 
would have cauſed him to kick the beam. 

When he had pretty well exhauſted the cata- 
logue of Jemima's failings, and added a few more | 


a leſs partial calculator wauld have diſcovered, the 
tempeſt of his wrath ſubſided into io perfect a 
calm, that he began. to rally the young people in 
mn GI 
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he underſtood from Saſan that Henry meditated 


a haſty retreat, he heartily joined her in perſuad- 


ing him not to quit the poſt he had taken, where 


ſuch mighty advantages might be reaped by a di- 
ligent attention to the inſtructions he ſhould give 


him, and by the opportunities he would have of 
ſeeing the art practiſed in its greateſt perfection: 
* on to you,” ſaid he, (that there is ſome- 
ching to get over before you can ſubmit to ſerve a 
woman like your miſtreſs; for whether it is your 
lot to fall into her good graces or her ill ones, ſhe 
is equally intolerable. As for the Doctor, poor 
man, he is a mere cypher in the houſe, and 

nearly ſo in his profeſſion ; the weight of that reſts 
upon me ; fo that with him you will have little to 
do and leſs to learn; with me you will have enough 


of bbth : but you well know there is no learning 
without labour, as Ariſtotle wiſely obſerves ; there- 


fore courage, my good lad, think no more of the 
troubleſome woman above ſtairs, who has thrown 


away the only chance ſhe had for a longer ſtay in 


this world by rejecting a medicine that might have 


wrought wonders in her conſtitution ; but ſhe was 
unworthy of it, and 'tis happy for the world that 
had reſerv'd' enough of the ineſtimable drug of 
which it was compounded to make experiment on 
another patient, whoſe caſe exactly tallies, being 
as great a ſotas herſelf, and as far gone in the diſ- 
orders incident to that fatal propenſity.” 
Alexander now produced a phial containing the 
' aſhes of the lizard ſteeped in wormwood-beer, and 
delivered it with many charges to Henry, direct- 
ing him the trait road to the George and Dragon 
ale-houſe, where he was to give it into the hands 
of Dame Dunckley, the hoſteſs, whoſe ſtomach, 
after all the hard ſervices it had gone through in 
the courſe of her profeſſion, was now deſtined to 
| encounter 
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ficiently 
in any c 
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encounter a doſe that might have diſcompoſed the 
nerves of a ſtone-cater. | Ih 

With this important commiſſion Henry ſet for- 
ward towards the ale-houſe, Suſan, at the 
ſummons of the bell, to attend upon her miſtreſs. 


END OF BOOK THE FIRST» 
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Reaſons for writing as faſt as wn 
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HOSE rules which a well-bred man-lays 
down for himſelf, when he engages in the 
difficult taſk of telling a long ſtory about perſons 
unknown to the circle he is in, ＋ of 
propriety be adopted by an author in 
of a novel: both — object, and both 
incur the ſame riſque of failing in the purſuit, 
which certainly requires a conſiderable ſhare. of 
management and addreſs to ſucceed in. 
A ſtory will infallibly diſguſt if it is told in vul- 
gar and ill-choſen language; if interlarded with 
atfected phraſes, or florid deſcriptions, that ad- 
vance no intereſt; if it is delivered in a pedantic 
laboured ſtile, unſuitable to characters in familiar 
life, if it ſubſtitates dull jokes and ribaldry in the 
place of wit and pleaſantry; if the teller either di- 
greſſes too often from the main ſubject, or dwells 
too long and circumſtantially upon matters not ſuf- 
ficiently important or amuſing : in ſhort, if it fails 
in any of thoſe requiſitęs that ſhould keep the 
| attention 


. 
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he underſtood from Safin that Henry medkstel 
a haſty retreat, he heartily joined her in perſuad- 
ing him not to quit the poſt he had taken, whert 
ſuch mighty advantages might be reaped by a di- 
ent attention to the inſtructions he ſhould give 


him, .and by the opportunities he would have of 
Dan the art practiſed in its greateſt perfection: 


own to you,” ſaid he, © that there is ſome- 


Wing to get over before you can ſubmit to ſerve a 
woman like your miſtreſs; for whether it is your 
lot to fall into her good graces or her ill ones, ſhe 
is equally intolerable. As for the Doctor, poor 


man, he is a mere cypher in the houſe, and pretty 


nearly ſo in his profeſſion ; the weight of that reſts. 


me; fo that with him you will have little to 
do and lefs to learn; ; with me you will have enough 


of bbth : but you well know there is no learning 


without labour, as Ariſtotle wiſcly obſerves ; there- 


fore courage, my good lad, think no more of the 
troublefome woman above flats, who has thrown 
_ away the only chance ſhe had for a longer ſtay in 
thus world by rejetting a medicine that might have 
_ wrought wanders in her conſtitution ; but ſhe was 

unworthy of it, and 'tis happy for the world that I 


had reſerv'd enough of the ineſtimable drug of 


which it was compounded to make experiment on 
another patient, whoſe caſe exactly tallies, being 
as great a ſot as herſelf, and as far gone in the diſ- 
orders incident to that fatal propenſity,” 
Alexander now produced a phial containing the 
aſhes of the lizard ſteeped in wormwood-beer, and 
delivered it with many charges to Henry, direct- 
ing him the ftrait road to the George and Dragon 
ale-houſe, where he was to give it into the hands 
of Dame Dunckley, the hoſteſs, whoſe ſtomach, 


the courſe of her profeſſion, was now deſtined to 
encounter 


after all the hard fervices it had gone through in 


nerv. 
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encounter a doſe that might have diſcompoſed the 


nerves of a ſtone-cater. 
With this important commiſſion Henry ſet for- 
ward towards the ale-houſe, and Suſan, at the 


ſummons of the bell, e 
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HOSE rules which a well bre _ -lays 


down for himſelf, when he engages in the 


difficult taſk of telling a long ry about perſons 


unknown to the circle he is in, may 2 
propriety be adopted by an author in t 

of a novel: both purſue the ſame object, and both 
incur the ſame riſque of failing in the purſuit, 


which certainly requires a conſiderable 'ſhare. of- 


management and addreſs to ſucceed in. © * 
A ſtory will infallibly diſguſt if it is'told in vol 
gar and ill-choſen language ; if interlafded with 


atfected phraſes, or florid deſcriptions, that ad- 


vance no intereſt ;/ if it is delivered in a pedantic 
laboured ſtile, unſuitable to characters in familiar 


life, if it ſubſtitutes dull jokes and ribaldry in the 


place of wit and pleaſantry; if the teller either di- 
greſſes too often from the main ſubject, or dwells” 
too long and circumſtantially upon matters not ſuf- 
ficientiy important or amuſing: in ſhort, if it fails 
in any of thoſe r. that ſhould keep the 


attention 5 


"RESTO OTE 


attention wakeful and alert, it is a had ſtory, and 
the teller bas wilfully Sac Þ himſelf Nn 


with his eee expecta- 


tons and abufing their indulgence.. 
$0 is it with the novel-writer ;- the fame faults 
will be puniſhed with the fame contempt. 
Be the matter ever ſo intereſting, 1 which falls 


to the taſk of any one man to relate in public com- 


pany, he will naturally be aſhamed of keeping 
their attention tao Tong upon the ſtretch; and if 
he cannot prevail upon other tongues to move, yet 
in good manners and common delicacy, he will 
contrive to make ſome breaks and pauſes in his. 
narrative, which may give. relief to the car, and 
fome degree of relaxatiou to the mind. This. 
ſeems generally underſtood by. the novel-writer, 


ages ſo many inns or baiting- places by the way, 
where he bangs out a fign that there is reſt at leaſt 


An eminent author, whoſe talent for novels, 


writing was unequalled, and whoſe authority ought 


IIS to weigh with all, who ſucceed him in the 


| farnithed his baiting-places: with ſuck 
ingenious 'boſpitality, as not only to ſupply his 
gaeſts with the neceſſary remiſſions from fatigue, 
but alfo to recruit them with viands of a very. nu- 
tritive as well as palatable- quality. - According to- 
this figure of ſpeech, ( which cannot be miſtaken, 
as alluding to bis prefatory chapters), he was-not 


only a pleaſant facetious companion by the way, 


but acted the part of an admirable hoſt at every 
one of the inns. Alas! it was famous travelling; 
in his days: I remember him full well, and deſpair 
oo netting 3 upon-thas road at 


Others 


who, by the diſtribution. of his matter into books. 
and” chapters, tenders to the reader in his feveral 
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Others there have bees, and one there was off 


the ſame day, who was a well-meaning civil ſoul 
and had a ſoft ſimpering kind of addreſs, that took 


mightily with the ladies, whom he contrived to 
uſher through a long, long journey, wich their 


handkerchiefs at their eyes, weeping and waili 
by the way, till he conducted them, at the clo 
of it, either to a raviſhment or a funeral, or per- 
baps to a madhouſe, where he left them to get 
as they could. He was a charming man, and 5h 


a deal os cuſtom, but the other's was the houſe 


that I frequented. 22 EEC 
There was a third. ſomewhat poſterior in time, 
not in talents, who was indeed a rough driver, and 


rather too ſevere to his cattle; but, in faith, he 


carried us on at a merry pace over land or ſea no- 
thing came amiſs to him, for he was up to both 
elements, and a match for nature in every ſhape, 
character, and degrees he was not very courteous, 
it muſt be owned,-for he had a capacity far higher 
things, and was above his bufineſs ; he only want» 
ed a little more ſauvity and diſcretion: to have fi- 
gured with the beſt. « Sale 3 

With theſe I ſhall top; for another ſtep would 
bring me into company with the living, and of my 
partiality for my contemporaries Jam too conſcious 
to put my judgment to the riſque of criticiſm, 
which may not be over-indulgent to miſtakes af 
the heart. Them and myſeif I implicitly reſigu to 
the favour and protection of thoſe public ſpirited 
inſpectors of literature, who undertake the laborie 
ous taſk of reviewing every thing we write, and 


who underſtand fo well the policy of the wiſe La- 
cedæmonians, that no ſooner do they light upon 


a deformed or ricketty bantling; but they charite 
ably ſtrangle it outright, and don't let it ſurvive 
to diſgrace us with poſterity. This is mercy to the 


Wi 
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age at large, though any one of us, upon whom it 
falls, is apt to call it cruelty, when we are ſent to 
the trunk-maker and the paftry-cook to drive the 
beft bargain we can for our property, before it is 
turned over te the worms, who then only take us 
- Into reading when nobody elfe win: but ſuch is 
our obſtinacy notwithſtanding, that it ſeems as if 
we ſpitefully wrote the more in contradiction to 
por rext friends, who fairly tell us we cannot TY 
at 
© However, at the very worſt, we can always ow 
this conſolation from our faults, that our kind cor- 
rectors have had infinite pleafure in finding them 
out; for ſurely if the diſcovery gave pain, ,no man 
would voluntarily engage in the ſearch. 

There is alſo another cheering reflection we 
have to feed upon, which is, that thoſe authors, 
who ſhall follow us in point of time, wilb fall ſhort 
of us in point of merit, Homer himſelf. tells us 
this, who, as an Epic poet, 1 was furely intereſted 
to hold up his heroes as high as he could, and yet 
is compelled to confeſs that the pelting they beſ⸗ 
towed upon each other was but children's play 
compared to what their fathers could do at that 
ſport. Now it is clear, that from Homer's day to 
the preſent hour there has been a gradual falling 
off in the human powers, mental and bodily ; from 
which I infer that the novel laft written may always 
be preſumed the workt that ever was written; aud 
therefore that it behoves every writer, and myſelf 
amongſt the reft, to write as faſt as ever we can, 
for the longer we ate about it the worſe it will be. 
And this reminds me that F ought to bring this 
Chapter to a concluſion, and attend to the hiſtory, 
which, in the mean time, has been ſtanding all, 
and cannot proj by a Paufe. ty: 
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25 ane e. e he gpu. borrids 


T ſome diftance from the houſe of Dodtor 
.Cawdle, and in the centre of the 
there was a canons gre green, round which the cot- 
tages were irregular . groupes, and 
amongſt theſe the habitation of Alexander Kin- 
loch's patient, conſpicuouſly diſtinguifhed by the 
eſſigĩes of the heroic ſaint of England 

an enormous dragon? Hither Henry bent his 
courſe, charged with the ineflimable potion, and 
caſting a look upon the ſign for ſecurity's fake, 
thought himfelffufficiently-warranted to enter the 
houſe without further enquiry, all poſſible ſcruples 
being ſatisfied by the information of the following 
ingenious diſtich :— | 


* 


Makes Deadiy ds hare 7 ns 
A and tofte ty lr. _ 


He found the hoſt and hoſteſs in the Ei 

with three or four gueſts affembled over their ul. 
quor: the lady, who was deſtined to entomb the 
aſhes of the lizard, was ſeated in a wicker chair by 
the chimney fide, contemplating a few weeping 
ſticks, that were bewalling their ſad fate on the 
Hearth, When Henry was<certified as td the 

ſon of the and had diſcharged himſelf of 
his commiſſion 'by delivering the doſe into her 
hands, he was called upon to give anſwer to a ſtring 
of enquiries, which the curioſity -of the good dame 
prompted her to make _ DO 


'® 
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for whole appearance as ſervant to Zachary ſnhe 
could not account, the news of that event not hav- 
ing reached her ears. How long had he been with, 
Doctor Cawdle ? Where did he come from? What 
was his name? The very little intelligence ſhe ga- 
thered from theſe queſtions did not diſcourage her 
from ſtill going on to aſk If be knew-what the 
ſtuff in the phial was? Did he make it up, or did 
Kinloch ?—Kioloch made it up, and he knew und- 
thing about it. —By this time ſhe had drawn the 
cork, and was ſmelling to it. Phoh P”. cried the 
dame, © a dog would not ſwallow this: what does 
he mean by ſending ſuch poiſonous ſtuff? carry it 
back to the old Scotchman, and bid him take it 
himſelf, for I'll have none of his naſtinefs.” —* 
Pardon me there,” replied Henry; 1 carry 
out phyſic from the Doctor, but 1 bring none 


« No, no,” cried Nathaniel, the landlord, © that 
would be carrying coals to Newcaſtle, as the age 
ing is; you are in the right there, my lad: I ſee 
you are a knowing hand, and have got your leffon 
already. Pr'ythee, where did you live before our 
doctor hir'd you? I warrant you are a Londoner.” 
II ſuppoſe it can little concern you to know 
from whence I come.” replied Henry, but I am 
no Londoner: I have done my errand, and I be- 
lieve that is all that need paſs between you and me 
for the preſent.” —* By the living,” repeated Na- 
thaniel, you are a deep one; I warrant me you 
have been at queſtion and anſwer before now, and 
will be again ere long; but have a care our juſ- 
tice don't lay his fingers upon you; fore George 
yow'll find it no eaſy job to get out of his gripe. 

Amongſt the people, who were drinking, there 
was ong in 2 ſailor's jacket, who went by the nick - 
name of Bowſey, a bold and reſolute fellow, Who 

: | occaſionally 


0 


* 
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occaſionally uſed the ſea, and at intervals returned 


to his pariſh to make waſte of his earnings, and 
raiſe what contributions he could upon the neigh- 


bourhood, by fnaring game, or any other pilfering 


and illegal depredations, which he could turn bis 


hand to. This Bowſey was the terror of all his 
induſtrious neighbours, and the favourite of all the 
idle ones. 'No man handled a Gghting cock Rxe 
Bowfey; and at the country races he hawked a 
liſts of the ſporting ladies with univerſal applauſe 3 
at fairs and markets he erred gingerbread and ſung 
ballads with equal eclat, at boxing matches he was . 
in his clement, and bottle-holder general to all 
druiſers; in nine- pin allies, foot-ball, huſtle- cap, 
and every drunken gambling ſport or fray, Bowſey 
was without an equal. 2 

This -ingenious perſon, whoſe attachment to 
Juſtice Blachford was pretty much of the ſort with _ 
what the devil is vulgarly faid to have to holy-wa» 
ter, had no ſooner heard the landlord out, than 
turning to him with an angry look and ſarly voice, 
he reprimanded him for his contemptuous treat- 
ment of a ſtranger, who had given him no 
demanding of the company round, if any man 
a right to be called a rogne, til he was found out 
to be one. A nod of affent from the tiplers 


ſent encouraged him to proceed, —** And who but 
„ fellow would go about to blaſt a 


poor 
's character for nothing but becaufe he would 


—— to your damn d impertinent queſtions? ̃ 
And why threaten him with Juſtice Blachford? 
We all know what he is: many an honeſter man 
than himſelf has he committed to priſon.” — 
Have a care, Maſter Bowſey,” quoth the land- 
lord, „ what you ſay of Juſtice Blachford ; keep ' 
2 good tongue in your head, if you are wiſe, . for .. 


ks worth, Jet me ll ou, bas long ears.” 
1 Yes,” 
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« Yes,” cried Bowſey, and ſharp eyes aſtes 


every young wench in the neighbourhood ; we all 
know well enough that he has his lurchers and 
-ſpies about day and night, ſo that a man can't ſtir 


a hand, but he has his ſetters upon him; if you 
ſaid a word, friend Dunckley, he would ſtop your 
licence, and rob you of your livelihood, therefore 


you are in the right to be wary; but 1 value not 


is favour at a ruſh; what I ſay, IA ſay to his 
face.” Then turning to Henry, who ſtood beſide 


bim, he exclaimed, * Come, my hearty fellow, 
don't be caſt down by any thing they ſay; keep a 


good heart, and fet- them at nought, for I am 


Jour friend, and let me fee the man, who dares to 


affront you“. ; | 
Theſe words were ſcarce out. of his mouth; 


when a company of young men entered the ale- 


Houſe kitchen in a riotous manner, amongſt whom 


was Tom Weevil, the miller's ſon, whom Henry 
had the ſcuffle with at the ford. The death of his 
dog, and the diſgrace he fell into on that occaſion, 
ſtill rankled in his mind, and he had now ſet out 
with a full reſolution to wreak his vengeance upon 
his antagoniſt, for which purpoſe he had brought 


a parcel of his cronies to back him: with theſe fel- 


lows he had been taking a cup to give a ſpur to his 


courage, and put ſpirits in him for the encounter. 
No ſooner, therefore, had he ſet eyes upon the 
object of his reſentment, than he began to aſſall 


him in the moſt opprobrious terms, beſtowing ma- 


ny hard names upon him, and challenging him to 


fight it out fairly on the green before the door. 


The meekneſs of Henry's expoſtulations had no 
other effect, than to provoke a torrent of oaths 
the moſt in- 


and de fiances, repeated in la 
ſulting, and echoed by his colleagues, who played 
the part of chorus to the leading ſtrain. Nathaniel 


Dunckley, | 
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Dunckley, the hoſt; who had been an 


hearer of all the foul words, which the miller had 
ſo liberally beſtowed upon the unoffending ſtranger, 
and who was well diſpoſed to put the worſt inter- 
pretation upon his patience, now began to triumph 
in his turn, and to plume himſelf on his ſagacity 
in having ſpied out the traces of a rogue in the 


moſt innocent countenance in nature. In the 


mean time Bowſey, who had not the ſmalleſt ob- 
jection to a battle, eſpecially where he was not to 
be principal, began to exalt his voice amidſt the up- 
roar, and to bluſter in behalf of the weaker party, 
whom he now declared to be his friend, and one 
that he would ſecond, if he-wou'd turn out againft - 
Weevil, whom he retorted upon with the more - 
acrimony, as” owing him an old grudge on paſt 
accounts, | | 2 

The young miller, who found himſelf in a 
ſtrong majority, and well backed by every body 
about him, anſwered Bowſey in his own' ſtrain, 
telling him, that he knew well enough why he was 
ſo ſpiteful againſt him, becauſe he had caught him 
at his pilfering tricks, and deftroyed the trimmers 
and thief nets he had, ſet in the river; hut I give 
you fair warning, my maſter,” added he with an 
oath, that the very next time I trap you at that 
ſport, you ſhall ſwing for it like a rogue as you 
* e 


Bowſey, not the leſs gallM by this charge for 
knowing it was true, grew furious with rage, and 
ſhaking his fiſt at him in a threatening attitude, 
bade him take heed what he ſaid, for though he 
was now in the midſt of his myrmidons, the time 
would come when he ſhogld find an opportunity 
to make him repent of his vapouring, which, he 
might depend upon it, ſhould not go unrevenged. 
« Shame upon you !” cried dame Dunckley, from 
Vol. I. E the 


Ws . 


the chimney corner, „would you go to murder 
the young man for ſpeaking the truth ? Take no- 
tice, neighbours, and remember what he ſays: tis 
a pity but the juſtice heard it.” The juſtice did 
not hear it, but there were ſome who did, and as 
Bis houſe was no further off than acroſs the green, 
the hint, if well underſtood, had not far to travel, 
and there is reaſon to think it found the road thi- 
ther very ſpeedily, and without any loſs by the 
way. a | 
Henry, who found himſelf unintentionally a 
witneſs to converſation, for which he had no re- 
Tiſh, was in the very act of retiring out of compa- 
ny, when his challenger caught him by the arm, 
and in a bullying tone peremptorily demanded if 
he would turn out like a man, and fet to upon 
the green, or ſculk like a coward from a fair pro- 
poſal, and be kick d about the houſe. "This was 
ſeconded by a loud ſhout from the party, and even 
Bowſey ſeemed abaſhed, being awed into filence by 
the proſpect of half a ſcore ſtout cudgels, brandiſh- 
£d in the air, and ready to execute any-kind of 
vengeance, that might be required of them by the 
champion of the gang. | 
« You may quit your hold. of me,” ſaid Henry 
to the miller, © for I ſhall not run away from any 
man, who threatens me with a kicking. If you 
really mean to put it into execution, I hope theſe 
gentlemen at your beck will leave you to yourſelf, 
and not affiſt in the doing it: they may ſhout on 
your fide, and brandiſh their ſticks as much as 
| they pleaſe, but even that is not very manly, con- 
fidering I am here a ſtranger, and without a friend, 
except this ſingle man, who ſeems to have drawn 
himſelf into danger and ill will, by taking part 
with the weaker fide, and ſtanding forta in my de- 
| fence. Whether deſerve this treatment for what 
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| 


reer dee 


H E N R T. 75 
paſs'd between us at the mill, you may aſk pb 
own conſcience; I ſhall make no appeal 'to a 
company like this, who ſeem -determin'd to bear 
me down, right or wrong, by noiſe and numbers. 
Take notice, Mr. Weevil, that if I was one of 
thoſe, who make boxing a ſcience, I ſhou'd be 
warranted in declining your challenge, for you are 
in all reſpeAs above my match, heavier, and 


ſtronger, and taller than me; but nevertheleſs, if 


you are_determined to have me out, don't be at 
the trouble of kicking me, for that may be fatal to 
one of us in a room like this, and probably not 
very pleaſant to the miſtreſs of the houſe : goforth 
into. the green, chuſe your ground, and of take 
my chance for a beating rather than be kick d into 
courage, which is a diſcipline I am not uſed to, and 
have no ſtomach for.“ 

A murmur ran through he e this wikhd' 
have been applauſe, if there had not been ſome- 
thing nearer to their hearts, than juſtice or gene- 
roſity. The young miller ſtept forward, and draw- 
ing a canvaſs purſe out of his pocket, emptied it's 
contents upon the table, in gold and filver, to no 
triling amount, and vauntingly called upon Henry 
to ſtake all, or any part, of the amonnt upon the 
dattle. When this was altogether declined on the 
part of Henry, he gathered up his caſh again, 
while dame Dunckley from her wicker chair, like 


the Pythia from her tripod, prophetically exclaim- : 


* « What ſhou'd you fight for, ye fooliſſi boys? 
, if you don't draw the juſtice out of his den 

pol you both.“ The voice of divination-was hot 
yew? the die was caſt for battle, and forth ne 

ed the whole company upon the green. i 
Now Bowſey was in his element: Pabeides „n 
bottle of water in one hand, à coloured hand- 
lerchief and a lem6n in the tler; the fallled forth 
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upon the field of battle, taking his champion un- 
der the arm, and as they walked apart from the 
crowd, whiſpering many ſage inſtructions in his 


ear, where to place his blows. with the beſt effect, 


and pointing out certain vital parts, where a well 
directed ſtroke might effectually diſable his antago- 
niſt, and enſure the victory. In this however the 
profeſſor and the pupil did by no means agree: 
vengeance rankled in Bowſey's breaſt ; courage and 
humanity held dirided empire in the heart of 
Henry. Be content,” he replied, III foil 
him without. maiming him; he is more than half 
tipſey, and will be out of breath in a few minutes; 
t wou d be a ſin to hurt him: boxing has been a 
kind of boyiſh exerciſe with me, and I neyer yet 
practis d it in wrath, inuch leſs with miſchief and 
rancour in my mind: my aim will be to avoid his 
blows, and let him beat himſelf.“ — C Don't make 
too. ſure, of that, replied, Bow ſey; I know his 
way of fighting, for I have taken a round or two 
with him. myſelf; he ſtrikes as bard, as the kick of 
aa Hens F now. took off his, jacket, and.re- 
collecting a large claſp;knife, which he wore in the 
ſide le of his bresches, delivered it to Bowſay, 
obſer ving that it might hurt him in his falls: and 


being now. diyeſted o all weapons but what nature. 
had given him, he advanced cheerfully tothe ring, 


where his brawny, opponent, like another Goliah,, 


ſtood encircled by his Philiſtines, and whom he; 


now appraached with a complacent ſmile, tender: 


ing him his hand, and ſaying. “ Come, miller, 


let us be friends bofqre ve ſet to; I hope you bear 
no malice, and, will thew yourſelf a brave, fellow, 


by giving me. fair plag. Inſenſible to tha hug 


ni and, mildneſs of this, addreſs, the other, wih 
a ſayage ſerocity, bade him take his ground, for he 
ud give: his baud: to no fuck vagabong1as- he 
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The temper of our hero, milky as it was, could 
ill brook this aggravating infult : the colour mount - 
ed to his cheeks, his ſpirit ſparkled in his eyes, 
and darting a contemptuous look at his antagoniſt, 
he filently ſtept back to his ground, and poſting 
himſelf in the centre of the ring, with clenched 
fiſts, braced muſcles, and frowning brow, the ju- | 
venile athletic, terrible in his beauty, preſented to 
the fight of the ſurrounding ruſtics a figure and 
attitude, which the ſtatuaries of Greece, in the 
brighteſt æra of the art, might have been emulous 
to ſtudy. 

The onſet now began, which was to bring the 
conteſt between brutal ſtrength and ſkillful agility 
to an iffue. The ſturdy blows of the miller, which 
ſeemed to menace his opponent with extinction, 
were ſo artfully warded that they ſerved no other 
purpoſe, but to waſte his ſtrength and exhauſt his 


| breath. Furious and implacable in his rage, he 


ſtill continued to advance, and preſs upon his more 
wary antagoniſt; tiff Henry, who kept a ſteady 
eye upon every movement of his foe, no ſooner 
ſpied an opening, than he ſprung within his guard, 
and with a blow, which ſeemed to have the force, 
as well as ſwiftneſs, of lightning, laid him proſtrate 
on the turf. Bowſey leapt upright and ſmote his 
hands for joy : the hoſtile phalanx gave a groan, 
whilſt their fallen champion was flowly raiſed from 
the ground by his ſeconds. Had not Henry's pa- 
tience been urged by the mfult above related, it 
may well be doubted if he would have plied his 
advantage either ſo forcibly, or in a part ſo ſenſible 
to injury as the throat; but repeated provocations 
had rouſed his fpirit, which could hardly be faid 
to have a tincture of gall, and he now contem- 
plated his fallen foe with pity and regret. 
The miller, however, did not keep him long in 


75 H E N R Y. 


painful ſuſpence; the blood, which flowed freely 
from his noſtrils, by the violence of the ſhock up- 


on the ground, relieved him from the ſtupor that 
at firſt poſſeſſed his ſenſes, and by the aſſiſtance of 


his ſeconds he was again upon his legs, and in a 
poſture to renew the battle; but ſo miſerably creſt- 
fallen was this vaunting braggart, and fo confuſed 
and off his guard, that the generous victor, though 
- repeatedly urged by Bowley to follow up his ad- 
vantage, would not avail himſelf of it to the ut- 
moſt; ſo thoroughly was his reſentment allayed, 
that he warned him more than once to keep a bet- 
ter guard, or give over fighting: and now not only 
Weevil's ſeconds, but his whole party, grew out- 
rageous, and kept no order in the ring, throng- 
ing round the combatants, and ſhouldering Henry 
in a moſt unfair and riotous manner. It therefore 
became neceſſary for him, in ſelf preſervation, to 
make a ſhort battle of it, and a ſecond blow, placed 


centrically between the eyes, laid his adverſary a a 
ſecond time at his length upon the ground, totally 


diſqualified for another onſet. 

An uproar of voices now enſued, fome running 
to the beaten party, whilſt others were laying 
about them with their ſticks, and would probably 
have demoliſhed both the conqueror and his ſe- 
cond, had not peace been proclaimed by the au- 
thority of the worfhipful Juſtice Blachford, attend- 
ed by his ſecond, the conſtable, who inſtantly pro- 
ceeded to fulfil his orders, by arreſting the only 
innacent perſon in the affray, dragging Henry to. 
the ſtocks, who, being fprinkled with a pretty 


large portion of the miller's blood, and ſurpriſed - 


in the very a& of knocking him down, might have 
biaſſed the judgment of a more equitable magiſ- 
trate than he had now to deal with. 
Bowſey, being an old offender and a bold talker 
55 128 againſt 
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againſt Blachford, was ſentenced alſo to the ſame 
place of durance with his principal, though he 
made many efforts to affert his innocence, which 
his worſhip lent no ear to, delivering him over to 
his ſentence with the voice of authority, whilſt he 
went growling, like a bear to a ſtake, amidſt the 
hifſes and hootings of the wholt village mob, who 
were there aſſembled. * | 


- 
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Cuarrer, III. ' 


I. flory gains by telling. 


HERE is not a miniſter of ſtate, general, or 
potentate upon earth, who keeps ſo many 
couriers, or employs them ſo much, as à certain 
buſy body called Fame: to all quarters of the com- 
paſs her emiffaries fly at one and the ſame inſtant z 
there is no ſtop with them for the penning of diſ- 
patches; they want no written evidence of the 
news they carry, but away they poſt with word-of- 
mouth intelligence, which gathers as it goes, every 
tongue that repeats it adding ſomething to the tale, 

till fuch a cluſter of falſehoods are wound and 
woven round one {mall atom of original truth, that 
you may as ſoon find a grain of wheat in a buſhel 
of chaff, as ſearch for fact amongſt the fictions 
that envelope it. It was however fo ſhort a ſtage 
from the village-green to the houſe of Zachary, 
that the courier, who came poſt with the tidings . 
of Henry's fight, had fo little time for his inven- 
tion to work in, that he had done little or nothing 
to the improvement of the truth, except killing 
the miller, and ſending Henry to priſon in fetters 

for the murder. | | | 

With 


* 


80 H EN X I. 
With theſe flight advantages in point of effect 


would be,” continued the prophet. — “ I have no ſhock 
need to be told of that,” quoth the dame; ** they 


= the ſtory found its way to the ears of Alexander pati 
. Kinloch, juſt as he was in the act of puniſhing the Hang 
* fins and offences of a rotten grinder in the jaw- revit 
Y bone of a patient, by lugging out its guiltleſs neigh- com 
E bour, which being ſound and ſtrong, and an uſe- — 
ba fal ſervant withal, 'came ſo unwillingly out of his clafi 
N ſocket, that he brought part of it away with him bode 
8 as a proof of his attachment to his duty. as c: 
© Alexander had a gift of foreſeeing things. after and 
A they had come to paſs, which I take to be a true with 
, definition of the /econd fight ; he therefore heard wind 
E: the tidings of Henry's fate with no other remark, ed. 
H than that he thought how it would be z but as the imer 
. operation he was engaged in was a work of charity, A 
* and the patient of courſe not entitled to a grie- ſhet 
4 vance, he left him to reconcile himſelf to the miſ- felloi 
= take as he could, and retired into the kitchen, you | 
9 where old Bridget was occupied in her culinary up a 
E CORUS. "ts. cog 
3 « Here's a pretty kettle of fiſh,_o' my conſei- youn 
4 _ ence,” cried Alexander, as he entered the kitchen. oh 
1 — What's the matter with the fiſh ?” replied the 
» Bridget, as ihe was flaying an eel ; « I'm ſure they leſs a 
I are all leaping alive, and will hardly let me ſtrip Brid 
4 their ikins off, fooliſh things, wreathing and wrig- ment 
4 gling about at ſuch a rate. I told you how it town 
1 N : | own 
| Are always the plague of my life, teazing crea- and v 
tures!” —<©* When the Doctor brought this no- and t 
natne fellow amongſt ns, I predicted what would nel 
follow, and now he has murdered a man, and muſt han 
ſwing for it: Juſtice Blachford has ſent him loaded 14 f 
with irons to the county gaol.“ “ What are you and 1 
talking of ?” cried Bridget, (laying down her knife, done 
and leaving the poor eel under operation in much Black 


the 
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the ſatne mangled ſtate as Alexander had left his 
patient) & is our young Henry .a-going to be 


hang'd ?” This drew forth the whole narrative, 
reviſed and corrected, with notes, and an ample 


commentary, by the editor, Alexander Kinloch. 
— % Well, for a certain,” faid Bridget, at the con- 
cluſion, * there was ſomething in his lock that 
boded M luck, and now it is come out. Ag fure 
as can be, hell be hang'd in chains at the door, 
and then who can live in the houſe, (not I for one} 
when he is dangling on a gibbet in full view of the 
widows ?” Then, feigning to liſten, ſhe exclaim- 
ed, < Hark ! ſure I hear my miſtreſs's bell, and 
immediately poſted up ftairs. | 
As ſoon as the ſet foot in her miſtreſss chamber 
ſhe began —« What a terrible thing it is to take 
fellows into a houſe that nobody knows ! Wou'd 
you believe it, Madam] this lad that maſter pick d 


up at the ſtatutes, and that kil'd miller Weevil's 


dog in ſuch a barbarous faſhion, has now kild 
young Tom, the owner of the dog. What do 
you tell me ?” exclaimed Jemima. Suſan was in 
the room, but ſtruck with horror, ſtood in ſpeech- 
leſs amaze . I tell yon what is tine, anſwered 
Bridget; © the murdered man is at this very mo- 
ment lying ſtone dead at his full length upon the 
town-green ; they ſay there was never beheld To 
ſhocking a ſpectacle: Kinloch ſaw him with his 
own eyes; and there are the poor unhappy father 
and mother weeping and wailing over the corpſe, 
and tearing their hair off their heads for very mad- 
neſs, Every body ys that the ' murderer will be 
hang'd at our door in chains, and that you know. 
is a difmal fight, and will drive every ſoul, gentle 
and fimple, from the houſe; but what can be 
done? the law will take its courfe, and Juftice 
Blachford has prondunted fentente of death upon 
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bim already, and ſent him loaded with iron fet- 
ters, hand and foot, in a hangman's cart, to the 


county gaol.” _ 


lere Suſan gave a deep figh, ſunk down upon | 
à chair, pale as aſhes, and threw her apron over 
Her face. | | | 


% What alls the fool?“ cried Jemima, *. was 


he too one of your {weethearts, that you take on 


fo about him? Can no young fellow ſhow his face 
within the houſe, but you muſt be inftantly laying 
out to make prize of him ? I warrant you fancy 
yourlſclf a beauty! a pretty fancy, truly! a preci- 


ous conceit, o* my conſcience! But hark ye, 


Bridget, you have not told me how this murder 
came to paſs.— Why, that's the worſt part of 
the ſtory.” replied the news- carrier, for- every 
body allows that they quarrell'd about the dog, 
and that poor Tom Weevil ſpoke kindly and ci- 
villy to Henry, and wou'd fain have made it up 


with him, but all to no purpoſe ; fight he would, 


and ſwore vehemently that he would have his 


blood; nothing leſs than his life would content 


him.“ “ *Tis a lie as falſe as hell,” cried Sufan, 
burſting into a vehemence of ſpeech ; . Henry 
never ſwore; Henry never thirſted for blood; 
Henry never ſtrove to take the life away even of a 
fly, much leſs of a fellow creature: if ever Heaven 
created a human being without fault or failing, 
Henry is that being; the kindeſt, gentleſt, meek- 
eſt, mercifulleſt !—Oh, Bridget, you muſt have a 
heart of ſtone to talk in ſuch a ſtile P” 

« How now, minx, cried Jemima; who 
talks in a ſtile to be aſham'd of but yourſelf ? And 
how dare you, I would fain know, infult my ears 


with your blaſphemous oaths and imprecations, - 


telling the poor woman, before my face, that tis 
a lie as falſe as hell? Have a care what you fay 
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about that place of torment; thoſe who are ſo free 
to ſend others thither are generally the firſt to go 
to it themſelves. I know you, huffey! I know' 


you to be carnal-minded and void of grace; there - 
fore begone, for I will harbour no ſuch reprobates 
in my houſe!“ 

<« I do not intend you ſhall, Madam,” replied 
Suſan, “ fo you may faye yourſelf the trouble of 
warning me out of your feryice : you may give me 


what back names you pleaſe ; I hope my character 


will not depend upoa your report; and though F 
may be void of grace in your way of thinking, 
I am not void of pity and compaſſion, which you 
ſcem to treat as folly and offence. When you fay 
that you know me, Madam, you certainly. mean 
to infinuate that you Know more of me than is 
good and 'praiſe-worthy ; permit me to fay that I 
know you alſo; and though I am not bound to 
praiſe. you, I ſhall never violate the duty of a ſer- 
vant by betraying you. As for all that Bridget has 
been telling you about Henry, I don't ſuppoſe the 
believes it herfelf ; for nobody that had been half 
the time in his company that ſhe has, ſhort as that 
has been, could give credit to the tale that (he has 
been relating; and I would only aſk you, Madam, 
whether you confidered him as a villain and a mur- 
derer when he attended upon you this morning 
with your medicine: I am pretty well convinc'd 
you did not treat him as ſuch, nor ſhrink from 


his touch, as you would have done, had you 


thought there was an aſſaſſin at your bed fide.” 
This was one more ſecret in Suſan's bag than 
Jemima was aware of: for a ſhort ſpace her con- 
fuſion robbed her of words; ſhe even debated 
within herſelf whether ſhe would not do well to 


make a quick turn, and compromiſe all differ- © 


ences z but before this reſolution could be formed, 
the 
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the odzect af it was loſt ; Suſan had vaniſhed out 


of her fight like a ſpirit ; paſſions ſtronger than in- 
tereſt had poſſeſſion of her heart: indignation, 


terror, pity, love added wings to her ſpeed, and 


ſhe ran, or rather flew, to the fatal ſpot, where 
Bridget had laid the ſcene of her fable, reſolute to 
facrifice every worldly enjoyment, preſent or in 
proſpeR, rather than abandon Henry in his diſtreſs. 
As ſhe approached the town-green, where the 
tale-bearer had painted the borrid ſpeRacle-of the 
murdered man ſtretched on the earth, and ſur - 
rounded by his weeping friends, her knees trem- 
bled under her, her heart palpitated, and her 


breath was loſt: with difficulty ſhe reached the 


dreaded ſpot, and eagerly caſt her eyes around; 
but all was ſolitude and ſilence; the crowd had diſ- 
perſed, the ſtocks were not within view, and no- 


body was ſtirring on the green; the proſpect was 


auſpicious to her hopes; the improbability of 
Bridget's report became more glaring, and her ſpi- 
rits gathered ſtrength to ſupport her on her way to 
the houſe of the Juſtice, where ſhe aſſured herſelf, 
that either Henry would be found, or ſuch intel- 
ligence obtained as ſhe could depend upon. 

Here then we ſhall leave her to ber enquiries, 
and attend upon our hero in his misfortunes. 


— — — 
CHAPTER. IV. 


A Key to unleck the Stacks. 


E now return to Henry, whom we left in 

a ſituation of ſecurity againſt eſcape, be- 

ing faſt locked by the leg, and fide by fide with his 
= partner 
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partner in affliction, Bow ſey; companions 2s ill 
matched as ever fortune brought together in the 
ſame predicament. Henry, all patience, unmov- 
ed by the mockeries and gibings of the mob, calm 
and collected; Bowſey, full of rancour and re- 
yenge, in ſullen filence brooding on the horrid 
thoughts of robbery and murder, inſpired into his 
mind not only by the menaces of Weevil, but by 
the ſight of the money, which he oftentatiouſly 
diſplayed upon the challenge ; at length, after a 
long meditation, turning a look, in which every 
evil paſſion was expreſſed, upon his partner in diſ- 
grace, be began to vent himſelf in the following 
manner :—< A pretty ſon of a b—ch of a juſtice, 
to lay us by the heels in this faſhion for nothing 
at all! What have I done to be ſet in the ſtocks, 
whilſt that raſcally miller goes at large? but it is a 
true ſaying, that one man may better ſteal a horſe 
than another look over a-hedge. You would not 
be advis'd by me, or you would have done that 
cowardly ſneaker's buſineſs in another gueſs way: 
a villain ! to vapor over me; to threaten me with 
the gallows; but I'll be reveng'd of him before this 
night's at an end; if-once I get my foot out of this 
hole, VII be up with him, I warrant me; and if 
you'll ſtick by me, my hearty fellow, wel give 
him ſomething to remember us by, and be off to 
ſea ina twinkling.“ 

«© ] believe,” replied Henry, „ he has got 
enough to remember us by already; and I ſhould 
gueſs he will have no ſtomach for a ſecond trial of 
the ſame ſort. If he had not put me out of all 
patience by his inſolence, I would not have plied 
him with ſuch hard blows, at leaſt not in ſuch 
dangerous places, be aſſur d.“ 

Bowlſey here fixed his eyes upon Henry, and with 
a ſhare 4 aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, * 
FS end, 
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a of her ſight like a ſpirit ; paſſions ſtronger than in- 
Fs tereſt had poſſeſſion of her heart: indignation, 
oY terror, pity, love added wings to her ſpeed, and 
3 ſhe ran, or rather flew, to the fatal ſpot, where 
1 Bridget had laid the ſcene of her fable, reſolute to 
1 facrifice every worldly enjoyment, preſent or in 
oo proſpeR, rather than abandon Henry in his diſtreſs, 
__ As ſhe approached the town-green, where the 
_" tale-bearer had painted the horrid ſpeRacle-of the 
= murdered man ſtretched on the earth, and ſur- 
rounded by his weeping friends, her knees trem- 
bled under her, her heart palpitated, and her 
breath was loſt : with difficulty ſhe reached the 
dreaded ſpot, and eagerly caſt her eyes around; 
but all was ſolitude and filence; the crowd had dif- 
perſed, the ſtocks were not within view, and no- 
| body was ſtirring on the green; the proſpect was 
auſpicious to her hopes; the improbability of 
Bridget's report became more glaring, and her ſpi- 
rits gathered ſtrength to ſupport her on her way to 
the houſe of the Juſtice, where ſhe aſſured herſelf, 
that either Henry would be found, or ſuch intel 
ligence obtained as ſhe could depend upon. 
Here then we ſhall leave her to her enquiries, 
and attend upon our hero in his misfortunes. 


CHAPTER, IV. 


A Key to unleck the Stocks. 


E now return to Henry, whom we left in 
a fituation of ſecurity againſt eſcape, be- 


the object of it was loſt ; -Suſan had vaniſhed out 


ing faſt locked by the leg, and fide by fide with bs 
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partner in affliction, Bowſey ; companions 2s ill 


matched as ever fortune brought together in the 
ſame predicament. Henry, all patience, unmov- 
ed by the mockeries and gibings of the mob, calm 
and collected; Bowlſey, full of rancour and re- 
yenge, in ſullen filence brooding on the horrid 
thoughts of robbery and murder, inſpired into his 
mind not only by the menaces of Weevil, but by 
the ſight of the money, which he oftentatiouſly 
diſplayed upon the challenge ; at length, after a 
long meditation, turning a look, in which every 
evil paſſion was expreſſed, upon his partner in diſ- 
grace, he began to vent himſelf in the following 
manner: A pretty ſon of a b—ch of a juſtice, 
to lay us by the heels in this faſhion for nothing 
at all! What have I done to be ſet in the ſtocks, 
whilſt that raſcally miller goes at large? but it is a 
true ſaying, that one man may better ſteal a horſe 
than another look over a hedge. You would not 
be advis'd by me, or you would have done that 
cowardly ſneaker's buſineſs in another gueſs way: 
a villain ! to vapor over me; to threaten me with 
the gallows; but PII be reveng'd of him before this 
night's at an end; if once I get my foot out of this 
hole, I'll be up with him, I warrant me; and if 
you'll ſtick by me, my hearty fellow, we'll give 
him ſomething to remember us by, and be off to 
lea in a twinkling,” 


e ] believe,” replied Henry, „be has got 


enough to remember us by aiready; and I ſhould 
gueſs he will have no ſtomach for a ſecond trial of 
the ſame ſort. If he had not put me out of all 
patience by his inſolence, I would not have plied 
him with ſuch hard blows, at leaſt not in ſuch 
dangerous places, be affur'd.” 

Bowſey here fixed his eyes upon Henry, and with 


2 ſhare of aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, *« Oy 


— 


— 
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friend, are you a quaker, or a methodiſt preacher ? 
or, in the devil's name, what are you? for I can- 
not for the blood of me underſtand what you would 
be at. You don't ſeem to want mettle.when you 
are put to it 3 but you talk as if you had no heart 
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| bullies you into fighting with him, and then claps 

# you into the ſtocks for doing yourſelf juſtice, If 
= you will put up with fuch things, I will not; [ 
=. know him for a pitiful peaching raſcal ; that fel- 
low has the ſpite of the devil in him; if he could, 
he would hang a man for only taking a gudgeon 
out of the water; a knave that goes prowling and 
lurching about all night to pick up informations for 
the juſtice, and that makes him ſuch a favourite, 
forſooth, with his worſhip ; but I'll favourite him 
if I catch him; I ſhould think no more fin and 
ſhame of knocking him on the head, than I ſhould 
in thooting a mad dog; for why? every body will 
allow that an informer is the vileſt of wretches, 
and that it is as good a deed as to drink, to put 
ſuch a villain out of the world. 

« Hold there,” cried Henry, interrupting him, 
« for if you know what you ſay, and mean to 
execute your threats, I ſhall not ſcruple to take 
upon myſelf that very character you hold in ſuch 
abhorrence, and inform againſt you, as I would 
againſt any man whom I ſuſpected of harbouring 
a deſign upon the life of a fellow creature: hor- 
rible idea ! monſtrous iniquity ! to bear ſuch de- 
viliſh malice in your heart as to talk of revenging 
- yourſelf upon this poor fellow by killing him, and 
that with as little remorſe as you would deſtroy a 
mad dog, of all animals the moſt miſchievous. 
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ſuch wickedneſs, though I am perſuaded you have 


too much dread of the gallows to carry it inte 
| | execution? 


— 


to revenge yourſelf upon an inſulting raſcal, vb 


Where can be your conſcience to meditate upon 
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execution? What, if he has done you an ill turn 
with the juſtice, cannot you forgive it like a ehrii- 
tian? cannot you paſs it off like a man? But are 
you ſure you did not deſerve to be informed 
againſt ? If he caught you in any illegal practices, 
ought he not to put the laws in force againſt you? 
and which party is in the fault, you that break the 
laws, or he that enforces them? If the fiſh of the 
ſtream are private property, (which is more than 
know) you perhaps knew better, and had no 
right to take them in that caſe it was a robbery, 
and you ſubjected yourſelf to being puniſhed as a 
p1\ferer and a thief. Perhaps it is his duty to pro- 
tect the fiſhery from plunder ; perhaps he is paid 
for guayding the water upon which he livesz and 
would you have a ſervant betray his truſt, and turn 
accomplice with the thief that comes to rob his 
maſter? ſhame upon ſuch principles! if theſe be 
the motives for your revenge, depend-upon it, this 
puniſhment, which you are now ſuffering, will be 
the leaſt, but not the laſt, that you are deſtined 
to.“ - ee | 

Damn you for a puritannical preaching fon 
of a b—ch,” cried Bowſey, in a rage; “ is this 
your way of treating the only friend that ſtood by 
you, when no ſoul was on your fide? Is it thus 
you ſerve me like a flincher as you are? For whoſe 
lake but your's, I would aſk, am I in this hobble, 
with the devil to it? Who drew me into this pre- 
munire but yourſelf, and your curſt, ſneaking, 
half-begotten quarrel, when I ſtood forth on your 
fide, and made you fight it out like a gentleman'? 
Who provoked that thief of a miller to vent his 
ſpite upon me, and to threaten me with/informa- 
tions, but yourſelf? Didn't the bluſtering raſcal 
draw out his purſe in my very face, and throw it 
tull of gold and filver on the table, purpoſely to 
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vapour over me with his riches, and to ſhew me 
and every body elſe what he got by his pitiful trade 
of informing? And do you think any man living 
can bear ſuch treatment from a purſe-proud ſcrub 
like him? What do you take me to be? but it's 
no matter; I have done with you; I waſh 
hands of ſuch a ſcurvy companion; I have ſtood 
up in your cauſe, when nobody elſe would; I have 
fought your battles, becauſe I thought it the part 
of a man of honqur to take the weaker fide; and 
thus am I treated by you for it; but I am rightly 
ſerved. Honour and honeſty are but names, and 
as for gratitude, damn me, if there is ſuch a thing 
left amongſt mankind.” 

This dialogue would probably have been kept up 
ſome time longer, had it not been cut ſhort by the 
intervention of a reſcue in the perfon of the con- 
ſtable, accompanied by Suſan, who came running 
out of breath to Henry, with the joyful ridings 
of his inſtant liberation. That generous youth 
had no ſooner heard . ſentence of emancipation 
pronounced in his favour, and underſtood thatit 
was not to extend to his fellow priſoner, than he 
abſolutely proteſted againſt availing himſelf of it 
upon ſuch partial terms. The conſtable ſtared 
with aſtoniſhment, and declared it to be a neu 
caſe ; that his powers extended no further than to 
the perſon of Henry; and that there muſt be a 
freſh application made to the juſtice, if he per- 
fiſted in ſo unnatural a reſolution. 

« Tt may ſeem unnatural to you,” ſaid Henry, 
« who, perhaps, are of the ſame opinion with 1 
companion in diſgrace, who aſſerts that there is io 


ſuch thing as honour or gratitude left in the world; | 


but as my ill fortune involved him in a punith- 
ment, that, in the preſent inſtance, he does not 


merit, I ſcora to avail myſelf of any pager 
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wherein he does not ſhare; it is therefore to no 
ſe to unlock your ſtocks, for I ſhall fit with 
my foot in this hole ſo long as his remains impri- 
ſoned in the other, be it for what time it may. 
Obſerving Suſan to look diſconſolate at theſe words, 
he added, © Don't ſuppoſe, Sufan, I am the leſs 
ſenſible of your kindneſs, becauſe I cannot profit 
by it on theſe conditions; be aſſured I receive it 
as a mark of your friendſhip and good opinion, 
which I ſball ever gratefully bear in mind, what- 
ever may befal me.” _ | | 
Suſan turned afide to wipe away a tear, and at 
the ſame time Juſtice Blachford appeared in view 
on the other fide of the green; for the ſtocks 
were ſo ſituated as to have the green in view, 
though not diſcoverable by Suſan in her way to 
the Juſtice's houſe. That friendly girl had too 
much experience of Henry's inflexibility in points 
of honour not to deſpair of over- ruling it, ſo that 
ſhe inſtantly ſet forth in purſuit of Blachford, to 
make a ſecond effort on his heart, and finiſh the 
good work ſhe had as yet ut half accompliſhed, 
Whether ſhe was indebted to his worſhip's huma- 
nity, or to her own addreſs, for the eaſe with 
which ſhe now obtained her ſuit for the releaſe of 
both parties, we ſhall not at preſent divulge, but 
certain it is, that Henry's point of honour in 
ſtickling for his companion's releaſe was, by cir- 
cumſtances which thereafter happened, employed 
25 one amongſt many reaſons for involving him in 
the ſevereſt trial innocence could be expoſed to. 
As ſoon as Bowſey was ſet free, he reached his 
hand to Henry, gave him a hearty ſhake, and pro- 
teſted aloud with an oath, that he was a brave 
fellow, and ſtaunch to his friend; adding, that 
he would ſtand by him to the laſt drop of his 
blood, and if he bad faid any thing to the con- 
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trary in his paſſion, he was now convinced of his 
error, and was ſorry for it; then tucking his 
cud gel under his arm, without a word to any other 
perſon preſent, filently marched away ; -the con- 
ſtable, with a ſignificant ſhake of his head, mut- 
tering ſomething to himſelf about evil company 
and the gallows, which ſeemed pointed equally at 
the party abſent, and the party preſent.  +- 

There was a diſorder in Suſan's perſon and de- 
portment that could not eſcape the notice of Hen- 
ry; ber dreſs diſhevelled, ber cheek fluſhed, her 
eyes red and ſwoln, every thing beſpoke the tre- 
pidation of her mind. Impatient to be informed 
of Henry's real ſituation, ſhe found occaſion to 
put ſome queſtions to him in a whiſper (for the 
crowd was now collecting about them) relative to 
his treatment of young Weevil ; but what was her 
aſtoniſhment when ſhe heard the truth expounded 
to her in a few words, and underſtood how grofsly 
the affair had been exaggerated, not only by Kin- 
loch and Bridget, but no leſs ſo by Blachford him- 
felf, who had ft it forth to her in moſt dark and 
diſmal colours: Oh! the villain ! the baſe trea- 
cherous villain !” the exclaimed with uplifted hands 
and eyes. But now the villagers had got round 
them in conſiderable numbers, and kept a watchful 
eye upon every motion of Suſan, whoſe anxiety 
for Henry's liberation had rouſed both theircur- 
oſity and ſuſpicion; for as this girl was a poor 
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woman's daughter of the ſame pariſh, and had y way « 
been raiſed from a very lowly ſtation to ſuch an avours ; 

one, as enabled her to ſet off a very pretty form ſome recr 
in ſmart and elegant apparel, ſhe had many enviers e pitta 
amongſt her own ſex, who were ready pre im any | 
to let looſe the venom of their tongues upon her. mediate d 
This was well underſtood by Henry, who reſolved, As Zac 


if poſſible, to diſappoint their malice, and _ took a circ 
ore 


Kess n bot rebatntatRg 


A 


HE N R x. 2 


tore kept ſuch a guard over his behaviour towards 
his benefactreſs, as ſhould afford no grounds for 
their cenſure. He therefore declined her invita- 
tion to her mother's cottage, and would not enter 
into any private converſation, notwithſtanding all 
her hints and contrivances for drawing him afide, 
contenting himſelf with general expreſſions of 
thankfulneſs, which he took care ſhould be heard 
by all about him; and though the prudence of 
this reſerve did not meet the warmth of Suſan's 
heart, yet it was well calculated to fave her from 
the taunts of her neighbours: awed as ſhe was by 
the diſtance of his behaviour, knowing witbal the 
firmneſs of his reſolutions, ſhe ſuffered him to 
leave her without any other effort to detain; him 
than what was expreſſed in the filent ſorrows of 
the eyes. 

He was now once more caſt upon the world a 
helpleſs ſolitary wanderer, not knowing whither 
to direct his ſteps, nor where to reſort for a live- 
lihood by the labour of his hands. A ſtranger to 
the country, he knew no road, but that he bad 
paſſed over to and from the town where Doctor 
Cawdle had hired him. Reſolute. to remain no 
longer in the houſe with Jemima, he was no leſs 
determined not to expoſe the reaſons he had for 
quitting it. To the neighbouring market-town 
he therefore propoſed to bend his courſe; from 
thence he could write a few lines to his maſter, 
by way of farewel, and in thankfulneſs for his 
favours ; there alſo he had hopes of falling in with 
ſome recruiting party in which he might enliſt. 
The pittance he had in his pocket did not promiſe 
him any long ſupport, yet it ſuſſiced to keep im- 
mediate diſtreſs out of fight. 

As Zachary's houſe was by the road fide, he 
took a circuit through the fields, at the back of 

it, 
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it, and as he was on his way, chance (whether 
good or ill, time may reveal) threw him upon the 
very ſpot, where Suſan was fitting at the root of 


a tree, in a moſt ſolitary place and diſeonſolate 


attitude, giving vent to her tears, and meditati 


upon the very object who now ſtood before her. 


Henry well knew the intereſt he had in her 
thoughts; and thoſe reaſdns that would have led 
2 man of leſs delicate principles to throw himfelf 
in her way, operated upon him for avoiding her. 
In the preſent caſe, this was impoſſible ; ſurpriſed 
into an interview, and in a place where their eon- 
ference ſeemed ſecure from obſervation, he neither 
attempted, nor probably had at that moment 
with to eſcape from her. a Fo 


% 


— — 


CHAT E&R V. 
An Opportunity not improved. 


« AH! Henry,” cried Sufan, riſing from her 

ſeat, and caſting a tender melancholy look 
upon him, how cou'd you be fo cruel as to quit 
me without a word? Am I fo indifferent to you, 
or has my anxiety for your ſafety made me trou- 
bleſome ? I perceive you are even now uneaſy in 
my company; and 'tis clear that 1 am indebted to 


mere accident for meeting you at all.”—She then 


proceeded to tell him that ſhe had left her ſervice, 
and repeated the ſubſtance of her laſt alrercauon 
with her miſtreſs, which led to that event; 

dwelt much upon the ſhock ſhe had received bf 
Bridget's aggravated account; nor did ſhe ſpare 


for reproaches againſt Blachford on the like * 
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count, who had tortured. her feelings for the mean 
purpoſe of enhancing. the merit of ſetting him at 
liberty.“ But all theſe ſorrows,” added ſhe, 
« put together, are little to what I ſuffer'd, when 
you coldly turn'd. your back. upon me in the face 
of the whole village.” For that very. reaſon,” 
replied Henry, * and. for that o 


in the face of the whole village, I did a violence 
to myſelf,, rather than expoſe you to their malice, 
Think not I can be fe, ungrateful as to flight your 
kindneſs ; but when: you. confider the diſgraceful 
ſituation, in which, you found me, and from which. 
you reliev d me, you cannot wonder if I was. cau- 
tious of letting you appear any otherwiſe intereſted 
than in common charity for ſo mean an object. 
Recollect, Suſan, your advantages over theſe pes 


ple in point of perſon and appearance, and then 
judge what their envy and ill- nature would have 
prompted them to ſay; had I not had the reſolution 
to withſtand, your flattering advances, and put a 
force upon myſelf, by treating you with a cold and 


diſtant. regard.“ 

« 'That- is v 
« when-the regard is really cold and diſtant; but 
ſuppoſe that I were not indifferent to you; grant 


for a moment that you was as kind-hearted towards 
me, as I am diſpoſed. to be to you, cou'd. you have 
done as you did? Hay, put the caſe that you lik d 
Henry, then 
let me aſk you, if you wou'd, if yau cou d, have 


me only half, as well. as I like you, 


llighted my advances, thaughs every ſoul in the 
village had been preſent at aur meeting? 


Suſan, now covered with; bluſhes, hung her 
head, whilſt Henry was little leſs embarraſſed than 


herſelf, After a ſhort ſilence, recollecting him - 
ſelf, and ſtepping back a few paces, with a ſerĩeus 


tone and countenance, be. ſpoke as follows:. 


Perceiwe, 


- 


nly, becauſe it was. 


ery. eaſy to do,” replied Suſan, 
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perceive, Suſan, that you and Thad better ſhorten 


this converſation, and part, without explaining 
more of our ſentiments for each other, than js 


conſiſtent with diſcretion, and a prudent regard 


to our reſpective fituations. You, thank Heaven! 
are not the deſtitute unfriended creature that 1 


am; the child of myſtery and misfortune; the 
very outcaſt, - as it ſhould ſeem, of creation. 
Though you have quitted a profitable eſtabliſhment 
upon principle, you are known in the neighbour- 


hood, and your character will recommend you to 
no worſe a ſervice than you have left: I am a 


and muſt wander over the earth, where- 


ver theſe feet, which you have delivered from the 
ſtocks, can carry me, in ſearch of a precari 

maintenance, unleſs ſome friendly ſerjeant will 
equip me with a muſket.” —Sufan ſtarted at the 
word. Henry proceeded—< Nay, my dear girl, 
dont be furpris'd, that I prefer the humbleſt ſta- 
tion in his majeſty's ſervice to that of being the 
deſpicable favourite of our abandon'd miſtreſs, 


Where can | now reſort for another ſervice ? Can 


I ſtep out of the ſtocks into a gentleman's family ? 
Who will receive a nameleſs vagrant with a fu 


ed character? I conjure you, therefore, not 
to waſte a thought upon me: for ſuch misfortunes” 


as affect myſelf alone I am prepar d; but wereT 
to involve a friend in the ſame troubles with my- 


ſelf, it would be ſuch a ſtate of miſery as I could 
not ſtand under.” wax | | 


This was too much for the ſoft heart of Suſan 


to ſupport : hurried away by the impulſe of her 
affections, and melted by the looks and language 


of Henry, ſhe fell upon his neck, and burſt into 


an agony of tears: agitated at once by the paſſions 
of love and pity, and never practiſed to diſguiſe 


her feelings, ſhe gave a looſe to her fond affliction, 


generoully 
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generouſly declaring that ſhe was ready to meet 
any difficulties or diſtreſſes for his ſake ; and that, 
having now quitted her ſervice, ſhe had the world 
before her, and was as much to ſeek for a ſettle- 
ment as himſelf. She next produced her ſtock of 
money, which amounted to little leſs than twenty 
pounds, and tendering it to him, faid, , Look, 
Henry, here is our joint ſtock; take it, and dif- 
poſe of it as our occaſions may require; here is 
enough, you ſee, to keep off want for a while, 
'till we can ſettle ourſelves to our content in ſome 
decent family, where we may both find 
and by our joint earnings ſupport ourſelves com- - 
fortably, and be happy in each other. Oh! my 
dear Henry, let-us never part.” 2-4 3 
As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, ſhe preſſed him in 
ber arms. Henry, no leſs ſenſibly affected by the 
generoſity of the ſpeech, than by the tender action 
which accompanied it, had no ſmall ſtruggle with- 
in himſelf, before he found power and reſolution _ 
to anſwer as follows: Let us recollect ourſelves, 
my dear Suſan, and before we yield to paſſion, 
hear what reaſon and diſcretion ſay. Your purſe, 
in the firſt place, I will not touch: the earnings 
of your induſtry ſhall not be applied to my neceſ- 
ities, whilſt I have limbs to labour; no diftreſs, 
that I can ſingly ſuffer, wou'd be half fo inſup- 
portable to me, as the remarſe of making you a 
acrifice to my misfortunes: let not, therefore, 
your tender heart be wounded; think me not in- 
ſenſible either to your kindneſs or your charms, 
when I declare io you, that in my preſent circum- 
ſtances, no power on earth, not even theſe en- 
dearments, ſo delightful to me and ſo flattering as 
they are, can prevail over my ſelf. denial, or betray 
me into a diſhoneſt gratification of my own intereſt 
at the expence of yours; neither will I yield to 
deſires, 
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defires, however urgent, or opportunities, bow. d 
ever tempting, to abuſe your confidence and en- ol 
ſnare your virtue. No, my dear girl, this proof m 
of love you have given me, this fair confeſſion, do 
and theſe affectionate carefles, are pledges for the an 
ſecurity of my honour and your innocence, which go 
Iwill never violate; but though I am certain no- or 
thing can debaſe me to ſuch villainy as I ſhou d be boy 
guilty of, were I to att contrary to this reſolution, can 
as it is a printiple that requires no ſmall ſhare hay 

of ſelf-command to adhere to, tempt me not any men 
farther, I implore you, but generoufly affift me to life, 
conquer my ſenſibility, by reſtraining your own.” to m 
Then I am indeed a wretched and forfaken ſerva 
creature,” cried Sufan, „and life is no longer are e 
worth preſerving : oh Henry, you have deftroyed from. 
me !”—« Heaven forbid!” exclaimed the affrighi- tion b 
ed youth, <* what wou'd you have me do or ſay to _ 
than | 


put your heart at reft ??—© Love me as I love 
you,” ſhe replied, «and let us never part; for if cou'd 
forfake-me, I think I cannot ſurvive your cru- 


„Call me not cruel,” he rejoined, “ be- friend 
cauſe I am not bafe enough to avail myſelf of your and th; 
generoſity, by involving you in circumſtances that affection 

Fñ;on cannot fail to regret, when you ſhall be more and cory 
capable of reflection than you are at preſent. Cm in need 
J give a ſtronger — of my eſteem, than by ow the 
taking more care of you than you are diſpoſed to tender 2 
take of yourſelf ? What but miſery can enſue from her of t. 
your attachment to a wretched thing like me ? Be- lecurity 
ieve me, Suſan, there are inſuperable objeCtions to ſteal i 
to our lawful alliance; I cannot marry, and IH Bi '*> it of 
not betray you.” Here Suſan fetched a deep figh, that hand 
and looked earneſtly in his face Do not u e, 2nd 
me for my reaſons,” he added, „ muſt not 8. "on 

© loo! 


veal them; and let it ſatisfy you, that they; are nt 
tobe ſurmounted . it ſhou'd ſeem to me * Tan 


— 
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doom'd to be a ſolitary wanderer in darkneſs and 
obſcurity that I cannot penetrate. You ſtarted at 
my ſaying I wou'd take a muſket ; what elſe can 
do? Hitherto I have been in two ſervices only, 
ard in both unfortunate. Whither am I next to 
go? My education has not trained me to any art 
or handicraft : I have ſtrength indeed for daily la- 
bour, but I am a ſtranger to the practice of it: I 
can neither wield a flail, nor hold the plough. I 
have paſs'd my days in ſuch tranquillity and retire- 
ment from the world, that every ſcene of active 
life, much more every trial of adverſity, is new 
to me, and ſtrange. I was never taught to be a 
ſervant, and thoſe things which coarſer natures 
are enured to bear, my ſpirit indignantly revolts 
from, A man ſhould be made flexible by educa- 
tion before he can ſubmit to be the ſlave of ſuch a 
miſtreſs as our doctor's wife. I wou'd ſtarve rather 
than ſtoop to her unwarrantable humours ; neither 
cou'd I endure to truckle to. ſuch a wretch as 
Blachford, though my life was in his hands. One 
friend only I have chanc'd upon in my misfortunes, 
and that friend by nature the moſt generous and 
affectionate, is by her ſex, her youth, her beauty 
and condition, more expos'd to danger, and more 
in need of protection, than even I myſelf am, 
How then ought I to conduct myſelf towards that 
tender and too generous friend ? ought I to ſtrip 
her of the little means ſhe has put together as a 
ſecurity againſt diſtreſs ? ought I, like a traitor, - 
to ſteal into her honeſt unſuſpecting heart, and 
rod it of its innocence and peace 2 ſhou'd I take 
that hand, which I cannot honourably join to 
mine, and lead her by it into miſery and ruin? 
may Heaven renounce me if Ido!“ 
The look, the action and energy of voice, with 
which theſe concluding words were accompanied, 
Vol. I. | F awed 
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awed the fond afflicted damſel into ſilence and 
TJubmiſfion ; the drooped her head and wept; the 
| Piteous manner of it was more than eloquence; 

even the firm heart of virtue yielded to a momen. 
tary weakneſs, which nature ſeized the inſtant to 
indulge; he caſt a look of tenderneſs upon her, 
fighed, and threw his arms about her neck. In 
the ſame moment, a fhout, or rather yell, of 
drunken villagers affaited his ears; he ſprung with 
Horror and alarm from her embrace, looked es- 
gerly around him, and ſoon, with infinite tegret, 
perceived that he had been diſcovered by a party 
of fellows'from an adjoining field, who had ſet up 
a cry, or kind of view-holla in token of what 
they had ſeen. This-unmanly triumph ſtung him 


he 
hez 


Hef 


hic! 
ſaw a 


to the quick, and the more ſo as he perceived it to de 
was the party of his antagoniſt the miller, whoſe A 
perſon he diſtinguiſhed amongſt them. His ap- a 
prehenſion for Sufan's reputation, thus expoſed droug} 
to their malignant raillery, was his chief concern had re 
but on this ſcore the endeavoured to relieve hi when | 
anxiety, by repeatedly aſſuring him, that ſhe held He kep 
their malice in perfect contempt, being determined ano ch 
alſo upon quitting the village immediately, and 2 
ſeeking a ſervice elſewhere: the told him it v turniſh | 
her purpoſe to-walk to the market-town,” where 2 
he had firſt met Zachary, and where the had an ſtile p 
uncle, who followed the trade of a barber, and * ere nor 
was well known, and in good eſteem in the place: de Entert 
ſhe preſſed him ſo earneſtly to meet her there; intent he 
that he could not get releaſed from her ſolicits 2 he, 
tions, till he had made her that promiſe, which, is knife 
having done, and given his hand in pledge and regret th 
aſſurance of his faithful performance of it, he ws ny and | 
unwillingly let to depart, and immediately fer for- . e fight \ 
ward towards the party, who had annoyed him by a friend 


their ſhouts, and by whom, in delicacy to on 
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he wiſhed to be once more ſeen, as having quitted 
her company. | 


CHRAT TEIA VI. 
He that avon't tale Gaution, mut take Conſequences, 
HILST- Henry was following a foot-path 


which the miller and his comrades had taken, he 
ſaw a man at ſome diſtance, whom he perceived 
to be his friend Bowſey, loitering about the ſide of 
a coppice; the fight of him in ſuch a place, and 
certain ſymptoms that betrayed no. good deſign, 
brought to Henry's recollection the menaces > 
had reproved him for venting againſt Weevil, 
when they were fellow-prifoners in the ſtocks, 
He kept his eye upon him till he faw him creep 
into the wood, and he then bethonght himſelf 
that it might not be an unneceflary precaution to 
furniſh himſelf with ſome weapon of defence, in 
caſe he ſhould fall in either with Bowſey or the 
hoſtile party, for his ſuſpicions of his former friend 
were row become not leſs unfavourable than what 
he entertaiped of his avowed enemies. With this 
intent he had ſingled a ſtout ſtem of a crab-tree 
in the hedge; but upon applying to his pocket for 
his knife to cut it off, he recollected with much 
regret that he had entruſted it to-Bowſey's keep- 
ing, and had forgotten to demand it of him after 
the fight was over. This knife had been the gift 
of a friend; a plate of filver was inlaid upon the 
heft, and the word Henry at full length engraven 
on it, It was furniſhed with a long and pointed 
CONES 1 blade 


acroſs the encloſures that led him the wax 
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wood, that he had entered it a few minutes before 
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blade, and was as formidable a weapon in the hand 
of a villain as a villain could deſire. He had every 
reaſon to wiſh it back again in his own poſſeſſion, 
and therefore took the ſtraiteſt courſe towards the 
gap in the coppice, where he had obſerved Bowſey 
£0 enter, 

In the way thither, and when he had approached 
near the place, where a narrow path led to a ſtile at 
the entrance of the coppice, he chanced upon young 
Weevil, the miller, who had parted from his com- 
rades and was on his way to the mill, which laid 
not many furlongs on the other fide of the coppice 
in queſtion. Henry, obſerving that his head was 
bound about with a handkerchief, very civiliy eu- 
quired after his hurt, expreſſing his regret for the 
ſevere blow he had dealt him, proteſting that be 
had not ſtruck in malice or with an intent to maim 
him. A ſhort and ſurly anſwer was all that Hen 
gained by this friendly addreſs ; yet he proceeded 
to caution Weevil againſt Bowſey, and to give hin 
{ſome intimations of what had eſcaped from that 
revengeful fellow, whilſt he was fitting by him in 
the ſtocks : he told him that he verily believed be 
harboured miſchief in his heart againſt him, that 
he had ſeen him prowling about the ſkirts of the 


over the ſtile which Weevil had to paſs; and 2 
he knew him to be armed with a dangerous wer- 
pon, he recommended to him either to go Time 
by another way, or to accept of him as a comp 
nion through the coppice. 7; 

„ Accept of you!“ cried the miller, “ 
truly I want to ſuch ſcurvy companion to go 
me: keep your;diſtance, and let me have none d 
your cant, for I don't believe there is the values 
a rope's end to chooſe between your friend an 


vou; therefore march off, if you pleaſe, = 
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your own courſe, and leave me to follow mine: 
one at a time, and I fear neither of you; but be- 
fore I paſs this ſtile, let me ſee you out of reach, 
and I'll ſtand to conſequences for what may fol- 
low.” —« Go your way, then,“ "replied Henry, 
« for I ſee you are incorrigible; only remember 
ed [ have given you warning, and am clear in con- 
> at ſcience.” This ſaid, he turned aſide, and. was 
5 out of ſight in a minute. | | 
Wecvil pauſed a while; then, graſping his cud-- 
gel, nimbly vaulted over the ſtile and entered the 
coppice. A narrow winding path led through the 
under wood, which was thick and over grown, ſo 
as to make his paſſage ſomewhat difficult; when, 
as he was putting afide the hazel-boughs with his 
hand, a violent ftroke on the head brought him 
inſtantly to the ground: it was from the hand of 
the villain Bowſey, who in the ſame moment 
ſpringing upon him, and making a thruſt at him 
with his knife, began to rifle him, of the canvas 
bag, which he had fo idly diſplayed in the ale- 
houſe, and which was bly the chief incentive 
tothe murderous affault, though it muſt be owned 
the rancour of the wretch's heart was black enough, 
vithout a provocative, to undertake any infamous 
act of malice and revenge. «> | 
Henry, in the mean time, whom the ſallenneſs 
of Weevil's. manners could not diveſt of 
for his life, heard the ſtroke as he was ſtill hover- 
ing near the ſpot, for his mind augured miſchief, _ 
Without a moment's heſitation he ruſhed into the 
coppice, and forcing his way thr it with a 
rapidity no obſtacles could impede, Auarmed as he 
vas, leapt ſuddenly upon the affaſſin, ſeizing him 
by the throat with one hand, whilſt with the other 
be wrenched the bloody knife out of his graſp, 
Vhich, together with the canvas bag, and the 
| | money 
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money it contained, fell upon the ground. Ap⸗ 


aſſal 
prehenfive that the robber might recover the knife, run 
he took occaſion in the ſtruggle to poſſeſs himſelf. in pi 
of it again; but whilſt he was ſtooping for this that, 
purpoſe, one hand only being employed in holding off. 
Bowſey, the ſturdy villain ſeized the moment for ſprai 
eſcape, and with a ſudden jerk extricated himlelf get n 
from his hold, and fled for life. The exertion This 
Bowſey had made in getting looſe was ſo violent muſt 
as to cauſe Henry to ſtep. back ſome paces, who, with 
in his ſtruggle to keep his legs, received fo ſevere knife 
a ſprain in his ancle, that he became incapable of of ho 
purſuing him. Sick and pale as aſhes with the minds 
acuteneſs of the pain, he ſtood ſtill to recover had ſe 
himſelf; a faint cold ſweat burſt out all over him; all han 
at his feet lay the body of Weevil, apparently fpurrec 
without life, and bleeding from the fide, where trate ti 
the ſtab had been given him; in the hand of of ſtirr 
Henry was the bloody knife, and upon the ground with th 
the canvas bag; the pockets of the plundered ran tot 
were rifled, and turned infide out. 5 ſeemed 
In this ſuſpicious poſture, and at this very mo- to poor 
ment, almoſt fainting with what he ſuffered, and de in a 
horror-ſtruck with what he looked upon, our il that of 
ſtarred hero found himſelf on the ſudden violently The r 
ſeized by the whole party whom he had firſt del to be tha 
cried in Weevil's company, and who now, with one capable 
voice, pronounced him guilty of the horrid 20 2dout wi 
The vehemence with which they ſprung upon him him alon 
brought him to the ground, and in his fall gay or ſtay, 
him ſuch ' intolerable anguiſh, that had they been Blachforc 
diſpoſed to liſten to his defence, which they were occaſion, 
not, he was in no capacity of making it. 8 Wl Particular 


length, however, he ſummoned ſtrength and 16 Wi fight 
ſolution enough to tell them in few words tha 
his hurt was got in the defence, and not in the 

aſſault of the wounded man; that Bowſey was ths 
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aſſaſſin, and, pointing to the way by which he had 
run off, earneſtly recommended them to ſet out 
in purſuit of him.—“ You are im the right of 
that,” quoth one of them, for then you will be 
off and ſo we ſhall loſe you both; as for your 
ſprained ancle, I take it to be a mere ſham, ſo 
get np, and come along with us to the Juſtice's.“ 
This ſaid, they raiſed him on his feet; and now it 
muſt be confeſt the figure he exhibited, ſprinkled 
with the blood of the wounded man, the fatal 
knife in his hand, and his looks ghaſtly and full 
of horror, was ſuch as might fairly have ſtaggered 
minds more equitably diſpoſed than their's. They 
had ſeen him fighting with Weevil, and it was on 
all hands concluded that malice and revenge had' 
ſpurred him on, jointly with Bowſey, to perpe- 
trate the bloody deed. Nobody, however, thought 
of ſtirring a ſtep in purſuit-of Bowſey; contented 
with their capture, they held him faſt, whilſt one 
ran to the mill with- the diſmal tidings; and all- 
ſeemed to forget that any attention was to be given 
to poor Weevil, who to all appearance ſeemed to 
de in a ſtate that needed little other ſervice than 
that of burial. - 

The main object with the whole poſſe, appeared 
to be that only of guarding one diſabled man, in- 
capable of eſcape, which they now manfully ſet 
about with no ſmall noiſe and clamour, hauling: 
him along, though in racking pain, without ſtop - 


or ſtay, to the houſe of the worſhipful Juſtice: | 


Blachford, of whom in this place we ſhall take 
occãſion, with the reader's leave, to premiſe a fer 
particulars, introductory of a character, who has 

uo flight part to ſuſtain in this important hiſtory. _ 
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CHAPTER VII, 
A Man may be led to af mercifully upon e vil Metives, 


OBERT Blachford, Eſquire, who has already 
been flightly introduced to our readers, was 
proprietor of a ſmall eſtate in the village where 
he reſided, which he had lately purchaſed of the 
diſtreſſed ſurvivor- of a family, very antient in the 
county, and once very reſpectable. He was rich 
in money, cloſe in his ceconomy,. and unencum- 
bered with wife or relations: in his genealogy he 
was not to be traced any otherwiſe than by con- 
jecture, it being natural to ſuppoſe that he had a 
father, grandfather, and ſo upwards, through as 


many generations as his neighbours, who had kept 
a better account of them: All that the world in 
general knew of him was, that he had made 2. 


fortune in the iſland of Jamaica from a very ab» 


ject ſtation in ſociety, and that his familiars in that 


quarter of the globe pretty generally complimented 


him with the ſtile and title of Blaady Beb Blackford, 
He was now perhaps fifty years of age or more, 


of a ſtout athletic make, with a ſwarthy atrabilious 
complexion, ſtrongly leaning towards the cuſt af 
the mulatio, with all his paſſions bot and fiery as 
indulgence could make them, cunning and felt 
intereſted, fawning to his ſuperiors, arbitrary over 


thoſe he could oppreſs, unforgiving and unfeeling. 


As neither his manners nor morals ſpoke much in 
his favour, he had been little noticed by any ef 
the neighbouring gentry, till in a recent contell 


for the county he became ſo active an agent for. 


the candidate he eſpouſed, and thereby recom 


mended himſelf ſo effectually to the leading rn 
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of the party, that he obtained the honour of bav- 
ing the name of Robert Blachford, Eſquire, in- 
ſerted in the commiſſion of the peace, and with 
very little legal qualification for the office, but 
great zeal to make himſelf a man of conſequence 
in the country, he had taken out his dedimur. 

Before we preſent our hero at the tribunal of 
this worſhipful diſtributor of juſtice, amongſt 
whoſe failings certainly weak pity had no place, it 
may be neceflary to account for a ſeeming contri- 
dition to this remark, exemplified in his late treat- 
ment of our aforeſaid hero, who had eſcaped out 
of his hands with a much lighter chaſtiſement, 
than could be expected from fo rigorons a magiſ- 
trate: but though mercy was not predominant in 
the heart of Blachford, there was a certain paſſion 
in that region, which we cannot dignify by the 
name of love, and will not ſtain our page by af- 
fixing to it the real title which it merits, Now 
this paſſion had a great deal to fay in the cabinet 
councils of Blachford's bofom ; it could very eaſily 
make him reſort to every ſpecies of treachery to 
compaſs its indulgence; it could even untie his 
purſe- ſtrings in ſome caſes, where nothing elſe would 
ſerve the turn, and now and then (as in the inſtance 
alluded to) has been known to put a violence on his 
nature, by forcing him into meafures that had ah 
outward reſemblance to charity and forgiveneſs. 

Sufan May, as we have before hinted, was emi- 
nently endowed with thoſe powers and capacities, 
that are requiſite to put the aforeſaid nameleſs 
paffion of Blachford's into a ſtate of high activity 
and efferveſcence; ſhe had alfo, as our readers 
muſt have diſcovered, a large portion of benevo- 
ence, and though this was a pleader, finply con- 
hdered, that he would have turned a deaf ear to 
from the bench, yet when feconded by beauty like 
bers, it could convert a deſperate cauſe into a 


an 


one. Blachford had ſeen Henry, as our 
hiſtory has related, and neither from the ſurvey 
of his perſon, nor from the circumſtances of the 
interview, had he received any ſuch impreſſions 
as were likely to favour a ſuit undertaken in his 


behalf; when Suſan, therefore, betrayed ſuch 


anxiety and ſolicitude for his fake, and earneſtly 
demanded a releaſe from the ignominious confine- 
ment he was in, the Juſtice held the balance be- 
tween two oppoſing paſſions with ſo even a hand, 
that it was a long while doubtful whether her 
charms or his jealouſy would turn the ſcale. No- 
thing could ſo gall his pride, as her zealous im- 
portunity for a rival whom he dreaded and abhor- 


red, but the terror ſhe was in for his ſafety added 


ſuch expreſſion to her features, that though they 
hurt her argument they advanced her ſuit. Blach- 
ford painted the caſe in ſuch aggravated colours, 
as alarmed her to the height ; and as he took care 


to infinuate that no hand but his could ſnatch her 


favourite object from his danger, the infidious wil 
lain ſecured to himſelf an intereſt from her fears, 
that his whole fortune perhaps could not have 
purchaſed from her favours. The bribe of reſeu- 
ing her beloved Henry, was the only bribe ſhe 
could not reſolutely withſtand. Blachford ſtated 
that the life of Weevil was in danger, that it-was 
his duty as a magiſtrate to keep the aſſailant in ſaſe 
hold, and he muſt abſolutely commit him to pri- 
ſon, there to abide the iſſue; that to gratify her 
partiality for a worthleſs fellow, by letting bim 
looſe upon ſociety, would be a ſtretch of power on 
his part, that would put his reputation to riſque, 
and perhaps be attended with very ferious conſe- 
quences; nevertheleſs, he was ready to run 2 
hazards for her fake, could he but find her dif- 


doſed to make any return on her part for ſuch 
| ſervices 
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ſervices. To this ſhe replied, that all the return 
in her power to make was gratitude ; and of this 
he might be affured, ſhe would never fail to bear 
his favour in remembrance. 

Gratitude, he obſerved to her, was ſo mere a 


burden to a generous mind, that ſhe would do well 


to avail herſelf of the power ſhe had to balance 
the account at once by favours, which he had long 


ſolicited in vain, though he had ftrove to merit 


them by conſtant attention to her, and 


gratuities to her indigent mother. To this ſne 


replied, with proper ſpirit, that ſhe was perſuaded, 


if her mother, poor as ſhe was, could ſuſpect his 


kindneſs to her was only a cover for deſigns upon 


her daughter, ſhe would ſpurn ſuch favorrs, and 


deſpiſe him for his baſeneſs; adding, that ſhe was 


no leſs ſure, that ſuch would be the ſentiments of 


the unhappy youth now in his power, did he ſuſ- 
pect that his ſafety was to be purchaſed by the 
ſacrif ce of her perſcn; 


« Then keep your perſon,” cried Blachford 


ſullenly, „and let him keep his priſon: let him 
rot, ſtarve, and periſh in his ſtraw !”— Oh hor- 
rible !” ſhe exclaimed, © what terrors do you give 
me! muſt he ſuffer this, when I can redeem him? 
What is it I muſt do? what are the torments I 
muſt ſuffer to ſave him?“ Don't talk of tor- 
ments,” replied the filthy ſatyr, forcing his ſavage 
viſage into a ſmile, « when every thing that mo- 
ney can purchaſe ſhall be yours; all the fine things 
that my purſe can procure to ſet you off; you ſhall - 
be no longer a ſervant, but live at your caſe and 
be the envy of every body, ſo kind will I be to 
you, and fo handſome the ſtyle. in which I will 
maintain you,” | 

Here he began to make certain familiar over- 
tures, which ſhe put aſide, ſaying in a peremptory 


tone, 
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tone, „Set your priſoner free in the firſt place; 
give immediate orders for his releaſe, and let me 
lee him ſafe and at liberty; 'tis the only favour 
you can grant me.” With this ſhe turned from 
him as if to leave the room, when Blachford nim- 
bly interpoſed, and bolting the door, caught her 
with a ferocious kind of extacy in his arms; the 
manner of it more reſembled the aſſault of a ruf- 
fian than the careſſes of a lover; his age, his per- 
fon, his black and mercileſs viſage were calculated 
to inſpire terror and diſguſt : ſuch was the effect 
they had upon the preſent object of his deſires, 
who inſtantly ſet up a ſcream ſo loud and fhrill, 
that it echoed through the houſe. - Had the ſcene 
of this rencontre been a ſolitude, Blachford's cou- 
rage would moſt probably have been proof againſt 
the outcry; but ſituated as he now was, in the 
midſt of habitations, with the cottage of Sufan's 
mother near adjoining, the alarm became ſerious, - 
and to perſiſt was to expoſe himſelf to public dif- 
grace. Frighted for his reputation, thought in 
principle unreformed, he inſtantly let looſe his 
victim, and fell to intreaties and apologies, beg- 
ging her to be ſilent, and promiſing to comply 
with her requeſt on the ſpot, if ſhe would only 
aſſure bim of keeping ſecret what had paſled, 
There was enough in Suſan's keeping, of which 
the reader ſhall hereafter be informed, beſides this 
affair, to have put his reputation, if not his lite, 
at her mercy; we need not wonder therefore if he 
was glad to ſeal a peace, and ſend the conſtable to 
releaſe his priſoner in the manner already related. 


CHAPTER 


H E N R Y. 


CRAFTER 


vm. 


Innocence may, 9 1 


O the worſhipful perſonage, whe we 5 


been deſcribing, our hero was now carried, 
arraigned by the joint evidence of all who 

had been preſent at his ſeizure. The knife was 
produced, which, upon interrogation, he acknow- 
ledged to be his property, ſtamped with his name. 


The canvas purſe was exhibited, which the wit- 


neſſes teſtified to have been taken by Weevit out 


of his pocket in the ale-houſe kitchen in preſence 
of the priſoner, and its contents difplayed upon 


the table. The quarrel he had had with the 


wounded man was notorious to the whole village, 
and the language Bowſey had addreſſed to him 


upon their being freed from the ſtocks, was per- 


fectly well remembered: the very attitude, in 


which he was diſcovered, ſtanding over the 2 


ſprinkled with blood, pale and ghaſtly, and con- 
tuled, with every other circumſtance that could 


corroborate ſuſpicion, were ſtated and deſcribed. 
It was not Jenied but that Bowſey's diſappearance ' 
made it highly probable he was an. accomplice in ' 


the act, which 


the rather credited from the 


converſation above alluded to; and orders were in 
conſequence given for a purſuit, which however 
were better heard than obeyed, ſeveral perſons 
undertaking it, but none ſettiug out upon the 


errand. 


Hitherto the priſoner had not oppoſed a word 
to the ceaſeleſs torrent of accufation, that had 
been poured upon him. The clerk had been 
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buſied in minuting down the depofitions, and the 
Juſtice was preparing to make out his commit- 
ment; when, taking up the knife, and ſhewing 
it to the priſoner, he ſaid, You acknowledge 
this knife to be your property ?”—« I do,” replied 
Henry —* And with this knife the ſtab was given 
to the unhappy man, whoſe life has probably been 
facrificed thereby—With that very knife the deed 


was done, but not by my hand.“! underſtand” 
you,” ſaid the Juſtice, “but for that we ſhall not 
take your word; he that does not ſcruple to com- 


mit a murder, will not heſitate to advance a falſe: 
hood in his defence.” —* True,” replied Henry; 
« but if the wounded man is alive and in his ſenſes, 
] refer myſelf to him; let him be my witneſs, I 
have none other, except my conſcience and my 
God.” << Mighty well,” cried the Juſtice; that 
we ſhall enquire into hereafter.” — Here ſeveral 


voices cried out that the man was dead, others ſa d 


he was inſenſible, but nobody was diſpatched' to 
make enquiry.— Your chriſtian name, I per- 


ceĩve, quoth the Juſtice, . is engraved upon the 


knife-handle ;-and what other name do you anſwer 
to?” —<© J beg leave to decline anſwering that 
queſtion,” replied the priſoner. « How“ ex- 
claimed Blachford with a voice of authority, 
© not tell your name, fellow ! I would have you 
to know the law will force you to declare it; the 
thumb-ſcrew will wring it from you. Hark'ye, 
clerk, turn to the book, and tell this contumacious 
fellow what the ſtatute enacts in the caſe of not 
declaring his name. The clerk now whiſpered bis 
worſhip, and probably informed him that there” 
was 10 proviſion to enforce an abſolute declaration 
of his name. The Juſtice next demanded the 
condition of his parents, where he was born, and” 


to what place he belonged ?? ſe ions, 
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H E N R T. 111 
anſwered he, < I muſt in like manner decline, for 
no torture can force me to diſcloſe what I do not 
know.“ . Heyday!” cried the Juſtice, © you do. 
not know who were your parents, nor where you 
was born, nor what place you belong to?“ —« I 
told your worſhip,” faid-one. who was the chief 
ſpokefman of the party who apprehended. him, 
« that he was a vagabond and a no- nation raſcal, 


when I informed againſt him for his aſſault 


poor Tom W eevil on the Town-Green z he would: 
then have murdered- him, had not your worſhip 
ſtept in as you did: I wiſh to Heaven, when you 
had him in the ſtocks, you had kept him there, 
and not have let that wench Sukey May, who is 
no better than ſhe ſhould be, have prevailed upon 


you to releaſe him.“ 


The magiſtrate reddened at this retort, and was 
evidently diſconcerted. Henry took the opportu- 
nity to ſay, * that he deſired that young woman, 
whom the witneſs was pleaſed to deſcribe as no bet- 
ter than ſhe ſhould be, might be ſummoned, as he 
believed ſhe would have ſomething to depoſe in 
his exculpation, which might tend to ſolve the ap- 
pearances that were againſt him, and corroborate 
the defence he was prepared to make.” 

« Aye, aye!” rejoined the aforeſaid ſpokeſman, 
« there is no doubt but that huſſey will ſpeak to 
your character, if ſhe is called upon; for, pleaſe 


your worſhip, I myſelf, and theſe men with me, 


ſaw that very wench and this fellow in cloſe quar- 
ters together under a hedge, hugging and kiſſing 
after a fine faſhion; ſo that there is no 

but what one ſays, t'other will ſwear to; beſides,” 
added he, 4 Sukey May has run away from her 
ſervice and fled the pariſh, which, I believe, you 
will find to be the caſe, if your worſhip thinks fit 
to enquire of her late miſtreſs, Madam GR. 
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The juſticeꝰ did not wiſh to make any enquiries 


of or about Suſan May, who probably was the ve- 


ry laſt perſon living he at this moment wiſhed to 


ſee, or even to be named in his hearing z he there- 
fore briefly obſerved to the ſpokeſman, that what 
he had been ſaying was irrelevant; and turning to 
the prifoner; demanded if he could call 

other witneſs in his defence. If Thomas Wee 
vil be yet living,” ſaid Henry, I appeal to him; 
his teſtimony alone can clear the fact; if he is no 
more, or incapable of giving evidence, and if Bow- 
ſey, the ſole perpetrator of the deed, has eſcaped, 
L muft reſt my defence upon my own ſingle account 
of the tranſaction, corroborated, however, by the 


evidence that Suſan May can give of certain en- 


cumſtances antecedent to it. We have heard 
enough of thofe certain circumſtances,” quoth the 

ice—whereupon, riſing from his chair with 
much ſolemnity, and fixing a ſtern look upon the- 
priſoner, he demanded of him what elſe he had to 
offer, before he proceeded to fulfil the duties of 
his office, by committing him to priſon. 1 
again defire,” replied Henry, that reſort may 
be immediately had to the wounded man; provi 
dentially it may fo happen, that neither the blow 
he received on the head by the bludgeon of the 


robber, nor the ſtab in his fide, are mortal, or, if 


mortal, not ſo immediate as to diſqualify him from 

rming one act of juſtice before he leaves the 
world, that of faving the reputation and perhaps 
the life, of an innocent man, who has fallen inte 
this- peril by ftanding forth in his reſcue and de- 


- fence. If Lam to be deprived of this appeal, 


which l hold to be my right, I am ſtill prepared to 
account for every circumſtance that appears to 
make againſt me; and if that fails me, ultimately 
I am provided againſt the worft that can betall an 
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for God and my own conſcience will acquit me; 
they are my witnefles, and will teſtify that I am 
guiltleſs.“ ; | | 
« How dare you, impious wretch as you are, 
cried the Juſtice, ** to uſe the name of God in 
my hearing, before whom you ſtand accuſed of 
murder, and apprehended in the very act, as I 
may ſay, by theſe men, who are credible witneſſes 
and depoſe againſt you ? And you truly. to talk of 
conſcience ! who, if you had fach a thing belong- 
ing to you, or any remorſe at heart for the henĩus 
crime you have committed, would ere now have 
made confeſſion of your guilt, and invok d the pu- 
niſkment it merits, ſeeing you have no one word 
to offer in your detence, nor any creature to ap- 
peal to but a wretch, who is your accomplice, and 
an unhappy girl, whom there is, too much reaſon . 
to fear you have ruined and ſeduced, which, - 
though it falls not within the preſent charge againſt 
you, is a crime that cannot be ſpoken of without 
horror. And now, having examined you touch- 
ing the felony in queſtion, and taken in writing 
the information of thoſe who apprehended you, I 
ſhall proceed to commit you to priſon for ſafe cuſ- 
tody, the offence of which you are charged being 
of a capital nature, and in which bail is ouſted by 
ſtatute : your ſureties, therefore, mult be the four 
walls of the priſon and none elſe : there you mult _ 
lie till the next county aſſizes, when you ſhall be 
arraigned before the court upon the inquiſition of 
the coroner.. It now remains that I ſay ſomething 
to you upon the ſtrong evidence of the circum- 
ſtances, in which you was apprehended, and of the 
heinous nature of the act, of which you ſtand 
charged; and this I ſhall do the rather, becauſe 
there ſeems a hardened inſenſibility and impe- 
nitence about you, which" are ſhocking 9 all 
” £ ere 
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here preſent. The crime of deliberate and wilful' 


murder, whereof you are accuſed, is a crime, from 
which the heart of man ſtarts with horror, and 
revolts, and which throughout tlie World is pu- 


niſhed with death. This unhappy object, whom 


you have ſent unprepared to his account, was found 
by theſe people preſent; mortally ſtabbed to the 
heart ; the fatal weapon, bathed in his blood, was: 
in your hand; a knife of a dangerous and.unlaw 


ful conſtruction, which you admit to be your pro- 


rty, and bearing your chriſtian name upon the 
handle, though of any other name that belongs to 
you, you contumaciouſly refufe to make difcovery,. 
a circumſtance, let me obſerve to you, of a very 


had been rifted, and his purſe, containing money 
to no ſmall amount, was found, not indeed in your 
hands, but within your reach and under your eye 


certain ĩt is, it had been raviſhed from him by vi- 


olence, and the preſumption is, that it was your- 
purpoſe to rob as well as murder, but that bei 
ſurprized unawares, you had not yet actually 
ſeffed yourſelf of the ſpoils which Had — 700 
to that horrid act. It has been objected to me by 
one now preſent, that-I was too lenient-in releaſ- 
ing you ſo eaſily from the temporary confinement l 
inflicted upon you, when you broke the peace by: 
an unprovoked and violent affault upon the un- 
happy party, now no more: to this I reply, that I 
rather with | had abſtained from punithing at all- 
in the firſt inſtance, apprehending, as I do, that 
your vindictive and cruel rage againſt the aforeſaid" 
party was probably inflamed and aggravated to the 
height of murder by that very puniſhment you 
had on his account incurred, flight as it was. You 
have, or affect to have, received an injury by a 
ſprain; if fo, I muſt obſerve that it is but one 
1 amongſt 
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amongſt a cloud of circumſtances, that bear againſt 
you; for what ſo natural as that a ſtrong and vigo- 
rous youth, like Thomas Weevil, ſhould make a 
firuggle for this life, and that you in the affault 
ſhould not eſcape unhurt, though fatally too ſuc- 
ceſsful in the perpetration of your inhuman pur- 
poſes ? The youth, who fell under your deadly 
ſtroke, lived amongſt us, his neighbours, in good 
repute, an honeſt, unoffending, peaceable lad, the 
ſon of an induſtrious father, whoſe tears are now 
watering his breathleſs corpſe, and whole cries are 
ſent up to the throne of juſtice againſt you his 
murderer.” | n EK 

Whilſt the Juſtice was uttering theſe words, the 
countenance of Henry turned deadly pale, and 
giving a figh, be caſt up his eyes and fell back. 
wards in a ſwoon. Though he was ſurrounded by 
the men who had apprehended him, there was not 
one who moved a hand to fave him, ſo that he 
came with his whole weight upon the floor, where 
he laid, ſtretcht at his length, infenfible, and to 
appearance dead. The juſtice ſtarted. from his 
ſeat, and exclaimed, «© Behold, conviction u 
the face of it! My words have reached his heart! 
IR has fmitten him at laſt, obdurate as he 
was!“ 1 77 ; 

The triumph of eloquence was painted in his 
countenance, and he looked around him, as if 
to demand the tribute -of applauſe from all who 
had heard him, | | 
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Cn TER IX. 
Audi alteram Partem. 


*HE guiltleſs priſoner, who had fainted with. 
1 the agony of his ſprain, encreaſed by ſtand. 
ing ſo long in preſence of the Juſtice, ſoon reco- 
vered, and with the aſſiſtance of the by- ſtanders 
was raiſed from the floor; he was now indulged 
with a ſeat, being unable to keep his legs, and in 
this poſture requeſted leave to ſay a few words tor 
himſelf before he was diſmiſſed to priſon. 
| He began by accounting for his ſwoon from the 
natural cauſe, aſſerting that it was in his ſtruggle 


with the aſſaſſin, whom he knew only by the name 


of Bowſey, that he got his hurt; that it was then 
he wrenched from him the bloody knife found in; 
his hand, which he acknowledged to be his owny, 
explaining how it came to be in Bowſey's: poſſeſſi- 
on, when he emptied his pockets before he ſet to. 
with Weevil on the green : to'this fact he feared 
he bad no witneſs, as no one elſe would aſſiſt or 
come near him on that occaſion. ** Hard indeed. 
is my caſe,” ſaid he, “ in this particular, whos 
have none to bear evidence to ſo material à cir- 
cumſtance but a guilty wretch who is fled from 
juſtice; and whom this hurt whith I received diſa - 
bled me from purſuing,” ; 1-284 
Here Blachford appealed to the by-ſtanders, if 
there was any one preſent who could bear witnels 
to the priſoner's delivery of the knife to Bowley. 
Ihe anſwer was loud and general in the negative. 
« Then let us have no more arguing on 
point,” adtied he, “ we ſhall not take the fact on 
your fingle affertion.”—* I have done.” replied 


the priſoner; God knows I ſpeak the truth.” 
| T here 


contuſ 
this w 
receive 


There was a perſon amongſt the crowd, who 
had been a filent obſerver of all that paſſed, and 
now ſtept forward with. much gravity, crying out 
in an authoritative tone, I conjure you, Wor- 
ſnipful Sir, for the love of God, and by your duty 
25 2 magiſtrate, fitting here to adminiſter, impartial 
juſtice to the accuſed no leſs than to the accuſers, 
that you ſuffer the priſoner to proceed in his de- 
fence, nay, verily, that you . and pro- 
voke him thereunto.“ 

This perſon, by name Ezekiel Daw, was one of 


thoſe itinerant apoſtles called Methodifts, who 


preach ſub dio to the-country folks out of trees, 
and being a man ſtrong ind zeal and loud of lungs, 
was followed with great avidity-: his appeal was not 
unattended to, and the priſoner was ordered to 
proceed in his defence. 

« I muſt ever lament,” reſumed He 
neglect in forgetting to demand of Bowſey the fa- 
tal inſtrument I had intruſted to his keeping; but 
when theſe facts ſhall be inveſtigated at a ſuperior 
tribunal, and I am brought to the bar to plead for 
wy life, I ſhall call upon theſe men who now de- 
pole againſt me, to declare upon their oaths, whe- 
ther they diſcovered any other weapon in my 
hand, fave only-the knife I had recovered Tom 
the alaſſin. * 

The Juſtice here put the queſtion to-the particy, 
who jointly anſwered, that they did not obſerve 
any other weapon which the priſoner had. And 
what need is there of any other,” replied the Juſ- 
tice, © ſeeing that the mortal ſtab was given with 
this very knife. Let the body be inf; „ 
laid the priſoner, and you hal find a violent 
contuſion on the head by the blow of a bludgeon,; 
this was the firſt ſtroke which the unhappy man 
received, and this, it is to be prelum'd * 
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him to the ground. How do you know that,® 
cried the Juſtice, ©* unleſs you was preſent, and 
of conſequence acceſſary to the fact? Beware how 

u criminate yourſelf. Beſides, did not you fight 
with Thomas Weevil ? did you not knock him 
down repeatedly ? and was not his head bound up 
with a "handkerchief in conſequence of the bruiſes 
he received from your blows ? What will any 
court of enquiry infer from contuſions on his head, 
but that he was indebted for them to you? Once 
more I tell you to beware how you criminate your- 
ſelf: Nemo tenebatur prodere ſeipſum.” 0 

« If when I ſpeak the truth,” refamed Henry, 
« the truth is either fo'diftorted:by quibble, orfo 
coloured by circumſtance- to the complexion of 

ilt, as to be turned apainſt me, I am indeed un- 

ortunate, but not afraid to meet the conſequences, 

whilſt my heart acquits me. Recollect, Sir, that 
you have called upon me to plead; ought you nut 
then to hear my plea with the patience of a judge, 
and not to traverſe it with the Tophiſtry of an ad- 
vocate, who is feed for puzzling and brow-beating 
the party he is oppoſed to? A bloody and felo- 
nious act is committed; I am brought before you 
as the perpetrator of it; a villain, whom I ſeized 
in the commiſlion of it, but who. eſcaped me and 
is fled, was known to bear enmity againſt the fuk 
fering party, as ſome here preſent, if they pleaſe, 
can teſtify ; I ſaw that villain lurking about the ſpet 
where the miſchief happened, and had my appre- 
henſions of his evil deſigns againſt the perſon in 
queſtion; I met that unfortunate perſon before be 
entered the fatal place; I made known to him my 
apprehenſions, warned him of his danger, and ad- 
viſed him either to take ſome other road home- 
wards, or to accept of me as a companion and ® 
guard: he treated my friendly warning with con- 
| tempt, 


— 


NIA RF. 149 


tempt, and abſolutely forbade me to accompany 
him: I retired, but not to a diſtance, for my ſaus 
augured miſchief : I heard the blow which felled 
him to the ground, and without a moment's delay 
ran to his relief; I found him proſtrate, ſtabbed, 
and weltering in his blood; I ſeized the murde- 
rous villain by the throat ; he had-that very knife 
and the canvaſs purſe in his hands; they dropt · to 
the ground; I ſtooped to ſecure the knife in my 
own defence; in that moment, by a ſudden jerk, 
he extricated himſelf from my hold, and in the 
ſtruggle | received this ſprain, which diſabled me 
from purſuing him. This is the fimple detail of 
facts, which, unfortunately for me, are ſo com- 
bined as to leave me without a witneſs to the truth 
of what I aſſert, unleſs the wounded man ſurvives 
to recolle& what has paſſed : I hear it aſſerted by 
ſome preſent that he is dead; I hope that is not the 
caſe, and that you will think it right to be certified 
of the fact before you commit me to priſon ; I have 
alſo heard very unjuſt inſinuations againſt the young 
woman, whom I am accuſed of treating with inde- 
cent familiarities, Suſannah May : 1 take Heaven 
to witnefs that no familiarities, which opght to at- 
fect her reputation, have ever paſſed between her 
and me: they did indeed fee me ſalute her affecti- 
onately at parting, for I hold myſelf much indebted 
to her humanity ; and if upon that innocent li- 
berty they are malicious enough to found an aſper- 
aon on her good fame, I do not envy them their 
triumph,” 5 | 

He now made an obeiſance-to the Juſtice, and 
ceaſed from ſpeaking. 


, CHAPTER 


120 H E N R T. 


CHAT TER X. 


Solvuntur Tabulæ. 


8 Soon as the priſoner had concluded big 
defence, the Juſtice and his. clerk retired 
into another room to conſult together upon his 
commitment. The impreſſion which the forege- 
Ing defence made upon the hearers was not in all 
caſes unfavourable to the pleader ; ſome were in- 
elined to believe him innocent, many were ſtag- 
gered by his relation, and not a few of the ſofter 
ſex were melted into tears by his language and ad. 
dreſs, though they knew not how to decide upon 
his argument. 
Ezekiel Daw . betrayed great agitation, deep 
groaning in the ſpirit, yet refrained from words, 
In the interim, a poor widow, the mother of Sufan 
May, who picked up a ſcanty livelihood by com- 
pounding a few fimple medicines for the poor wk 
lagers, had ſtept home, and now returned with 
ſome ſtuff in a bottle, which ſhe gave to Henry for 
his ſprain, ſaying, as ſhe preſented it to him, © God 
knows the truth; thou mayeſt or thou mayeſt not 
be guilty, yet I give it thee in charity, for truly 
thy hurt is great, and thou art in grievous tot- 
ture.” 

This dnexpotied inflance, that there was one hu. 
mane breaſt to be Sund, which harboured pity for 
his hapleſs condition, ſtruck him with ſuch tende 
yet joyful ſurprize, that with a heart too full for 
utterance, and eyes overflowing with tears, It 
took the gift! in ſilence, fixing a look upon the d& 
nor, which ſpake all that e gratitude 
could convey, Ns 
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The poor widow, whom ae atid & had 
kap t ſilent before the Juſtice, now addreſſed Her- 


Fo the perſon wt had ſpoke fo flightinglyof 
her daughter, a rat ting rb it was not a bife 
and 904 thing to blaſt the character of a poor git! 
25 he had done, in the hearing of all her der 
bours. % As for this ſt#ariger lad, added ſhe; 
know him not, God oy Keidws what Ke — 
in heart; but though he Lee all or more than vo 
deſcribe him to be, he has done juſtice to my child, 
and I thank hie for it: if he has murdered a ma, 
to be fure it is a heinous and a hörrid crime, but 
it is no leſs a baſe and cowardlly action in you to 
ſander an innocent poor girl, who has neither a- 
ther nor brother to ſtand up for Her.“ 

Before the defamer could collect bis eiohiihte 
for a reply to this appeal, Ezekiel Daw, the preath- 
er, had once more put himſelf forward in an atti- 
tude to ſpeak, and all eyes being upon Him, 
peCtation held the aſſembly mute, when be deli 
ed himſelf as follows: 

« Verily, brethren, the charity of this 
widow to an afflicted ſtranger, and the word which 


dhe bath uttered in reproof of flander, have beech. 


a comfort unto my heart, and a refreſhment, 3s it 
were, of my bowels in the Lord: and thou, Here 
Jenkins, who art hereby rebuked for an 
tongue, humble thyſelf, Fexhert thee, Jokn 15 
kins, before this the mother of the danifel, whom 
thou haſt mad. evi report of, and be humbled in 
thy pride of ſpeech, keeping a better watchin time 
to come upon the door of thy hps. | Slander, my 
good neighbours, is a wicked thing; beware of 
flaolzr, for it is filthy, it is abothinable ; ir biteth 
ſharper than the tooth of the cockatrice 3 it is 
more deadly than the tongue of the alp: away 
vith it therefore, away it from amongſt-yoit'; 
Vor. J. G O John 
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= ' 5 O John, John, knoweſt thou not the calling where. Jen 
8 "> unto thou art called in this place of trial, where no le 
=. thou art ſummoned, in the fight of God to render ery 
= up the truth in fair and honeſt teſtimony, be it a; 
= . unto the life, or be it unto the death af this thy at th 
FP fellow creature arraigaed before the magiſtrate thy t: 

I What had'ſt thou to do, John Jenkins to impeach * 
: the teſtimony of that poor damſel, to whom the not x 
; priſoner was diſpoſed to appeal, becauſe thou did not at 
7 5 her in the tender moment of parting from cies tc 
| this her fellow-ſervant, concede unto him the Rif nik 

| 1 of peace ? or. what if I ſhould grant it were the e 
'Þ 4 - kiſs of love? Behold, the youth is of a.comely 8 
1 5 viſage, and ſaving this ſuſpicion under which he yet m 
—_— | ſorroweth, verily I pronounce him to be of an its eſpecia 
=__ | = - genuous aſpect ; ſo art not thou, John Jenkins man fa 
= for the countenance of the ſlanderer is not open « jn th 
— and erect, be caſteth his eyes down to the ground; « ye k 
a he lurketh about in ſecret, places, ſeeking whom « ſtrany 
1 he may devour, and of a truth he doth deen E 
4 1 them, when he getteth them privily into bis net. rangue, 
Th {4 Brethren, I would feign ſpeak more copioully to broken | 
1 4:8 you on the heinouſneſs of flander, but neither the warrant 
_ time nor place will admit of it; but, on the Lords nos wo 
is | 4 day next, God willing, 1 purpoſe more at large v WW. priſo 
= deſeant upon the topic; in the mean time, lebte che hand 
5 1 1 example of this poor widow be unto you a leſſon d ron "Toy 
= charity and good works ; for ſhe ſerupled not wt; he 
" 5 pour oil upon the, wounds of the way-faring mar... le 
= [ and ſtranger, not examining whether he had 7 umanity 
*y en amongſt thieves, or was himſelf the thick, but Say on 

doing it in the very bowels of mercy and chriſtab bot long. 

b commiſeration, kindly compaſſionating his 1 uch tim 

1 giuiſh, as one fellow creature to another, not n uſineſgs. ” 

| nouncing upon bis guilt, as you ſeem forward h May 

do, but leaving it to God and his country to i e be re. 

bim, or condemn.— And now, I warn thee, P d the co 
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re ſenkins, againſt a certain thing to which thou art 
ere no leſs addicted than to back-biting; I mean mock-· 
der ery, and an idle faculty of turning ſerious things, 
e it and even ſacred, into ridicule, gibing and jeering 
thy at thy more * pious brethren, hO are patient of 


thy taunts z and why ? verily, becauſe they deſpiſe” 
thee, and hold thee as a very filly fellow: make 
not thine idle companions merry at my coft; ſcoff” 
not at me, John Jenkins, nor put thy ſenſual fan- 
cies to my account, as if I had given warrant to 
familiarities between young people of different * 
ſexes : though the kiſs of peace, of friendſhip; na 
of love itſelf, may be innocent and void of offence, * 
et mark me, . neighbours, I recommend it not, 
eſpecially to the adult; I ſay unto you, as the wiſe 
man faith, „ Give not your lips unto” women, for 
« jn the lips there is as it were a burning fire for 
« ye know that a whore 1s a deep ditch, and 2 
« ſtrange woman is à narrow pit. ; 
Ezekiel Daw had ſcarce concluded this 1 
rangue, when the "Juſtice and his clerk, having 
broken up their council, entered the room. The 
warrant under the hand and ſeal of Blachford was 
now completed, and the conſtable directed to take - 


arge his priſoner into ſafe cuſtody, and deliver him into 
let tht de hands of the keeper of the county gaol. And 
Con of o bis worſhip was about to break up the aſſem- 
| not 0 bly, when Ezekiel, once more ſtood forward; and 


begged leave to ſay a few words on the ſcore- of 
bumanity, touching the condition of the priſoner. 

Say on, Ezekiel,” quoth the Juſtice, „ but be 
dot long-winded, for we have already devoted 
nuch time and pains * 2 


ot pe Wulineſ,” | 
| „% May it pleaſe your Worſhip,” ſaid Peckiel; 

b USE to be reminded that the day is now far ſpent, 

„ Jo Wu the county gaol lieth at a conſiderable d iſtanec, 

Jeu 2 © Wherefore” 
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Aherefore I do humbly conceive, ſecing the um 
happy youth, whom you have thought fit to com- 
mit thereunta, is ſorely maimed and aggrieved; 
that you will not find-it: need ſul to fend: hinf forth 
upon. his way this evening; furthermore, I do- 
with all ſubmiſſion take leave: to ſuggeſt unto your 
Worſhip, that this his wounded: and painful con- 
dition may move your humanity to recommend 
unto the keeper of the gaol, not to load his limbs 
with. fetters, one of which is already, by the vis. 
tation of Providence, ſufficiently diſabled to anſwer 
all the ſes of confinement, and: ſecure him 
from eſcape, which I underftand: to be the © only 
falvo that the law of the land acknowledges: asany 
_ Juſtification. for that barbarousandielſe unwarrant- 
able practice. Now, if it pleaſe: your Worſhip'to 
empower your poor ſervant in Chriſt to ſignif this 
your deſire unto the gaoler (who, permit me to 
obſerve to you, is but of a. mexeileſs fraternity) i 
do purpoſe, God permitting me, to accompany this , 
poor ereature unto the priſon, yea, even into the 
dungeon thereof, unleſs I am otherwiſe: let and 
withſtood in ſuch my purpoſed viſitation; which 
being permitted, Iwill then and there impart unte 
him ſuch: your worſhip's © charitable admonition, 
and alſo do my utmoſt to move his bowels of mer- 
ey till he ſhall thereunto accord.” | | 
Ezekiel, oried the Juſtice, «© F have hear 
vou with great patience , but I ſhall not think ﬆ | 
to make more waſte of my time in liſtening to a 
methodiſt's ſermon, hich has nothing to do with 
the buſineſs in queſtion, now diſmiſſed and done 
with : the fellow muſt go to gaol, and it muſt be 
left to the diſcretion of the gaoler how to deal with 
him when he is there.“ — * 
„J am unlearned, Worſhipful Sir, replied 
Ezekiel, . and eaſily perſuaded of my own defi 
encies, yet I had hoped you would have been di 
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poſed to pardon my poor manner of ſpeaking, fee- 
ing that 1 ſpoke humbly as I ought, and in chrif- 


tian charity for a fellow creature, whom, if guilty, 


we have no right to torture, if innocent, every 
call to protect and ſpare; but if thefe words are 
offenſive to your Worſhip's ears, and the motives 
fuch as your Worſhip does not approve, I will be 


no longer tedious unto” you: I ſtand correQted,, , 


and am ſilent.“ 

At this moment Henry caft a look uppen H 
humble advocate, which guilt never conmterfeited, 
and ſenſibility could not exceed; it: was as much 
as heart could fay to heart; the words which ac- 
companied it were few and ſimple. God reward 
you for your goodneſs as all that he could 
utter; and ler my reader alk his heart if there was. | 
need of more. | 

The Juſtice now retired; the conſtable and hits 
afleflors laid their hands upon the prifoner, anda 
cord being provided for fecuring his arms, they 
were proceeding. in a very rough manner to apply 
it, when Ezekiel, who kept a;watchful eye upon 
their proceedings, cried but in a loud tone of voice 
AI take God to witneſs againſt you; if you treat 
him with any wanton cruelty : he is your 
it is true, but the law holds no man guilty till con- 
viction. The truth will come to light? the trum 
will come to light l 

In the very inflint, vn theſe prophedic worl 


nw. = ke I exander haſtily ß 
entered the room Dor "= E. — 


vere bandcuffing the — batfe them to deſiſt 

from meddling with that guiltiefs perſon. 

Aſtoniſhment ſeized the whole comp.. Ere- 
Daw could not contain his joy.— 

ꝛre the feet of thoſe who bring glad ridings of 

peace,” he exclaimed in a tranſport.— What tak 


you. 


* 
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of the feet] cried At, ce beautiful; in- 


art; aye, and you may think yourſelves happy that 
I am here living amongſt you to dreſs your wounds, 

and heal your hurts, and ſnatch you as it were out 
of the very jaws of death, as 1 have done by Tho- 
mas Weevil. A beautiful figure any one of yon 
would make with a deep gaſh in the ſkull, and 
another in the ribs, if there was nobody but Mo- 
ther May to dreſs your ſores ; foregad, ſhe would 
cook a dinner for. the worms before the parſon 


could ſay grace to it; but are medendi artium am 


e now there is none of you knows what that 
means, and yet they are Hippocrates's own words, 
and he that finds them our, finds out more than 
any here will have the wit to diſcover, A pretty 
ſet of heads truly are your's, my wiſe-neighbours, 
to let the villain go looſe, and tie up the innocent 


man, Why, Bowſey is the rogue that did the job | 


for Tom Weevil; this poor lad was his reſcuer 
and defender; aye, and would have ſaved him 
from all manner of hurt or harm, if he would 
have liſtened to his warning; but then, indeed, 1 
ſhould not have had the credit of bringing him to 
life again, nor he the pleaſure of being cured by 
my hands. And now, maſter conſtable, you will 
do well to betake yourſelf to his worſhip, and 
move him to revoke his mittimus, for here comes 
old Thomas Weevil himſelf, and- he will verily 


every word that I have been tellino von.. 
The n e ade Nis appearance, and en- 


tering the juſtice's private chamber with Kinloch, 
there gave ſuch an account of the affair, from the 


authority of his ſon, whoſe head, though roughly. 


treated, had not been deprived of recollection, 28 
made it neceſſary for Blachford to owe orders for 


* Henry at large. | 64 


deed is the hand of the ſurgeon, beautiful is his 
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| Great was the joy and exult; tion of Ezekiel Daw. 
upon this occafion, and not the leis for the credit 
he took to himſelf in having given proof of his ſu- 
perior ſagacity in diſcovering the innocence of the 
ſuſpected perſon, in ſpite of all the circumſtances 


urged againſt him. It is, however, to be lament- 


-- 


too great to admit of :Ezekiel's being heard, who 
had ſo fair an occaſion of diſplaying his eloquence 3 


but though he frequently called for attention, cry- 


ing out, — “ Hear me, neighbours, hear me I be- 
ſeech you; Jam a man of few words,” yet all was 
in vain, they neither gave ear to his words, nor 
is it quite fo certain that they would have been only 
a few, had they given ear to them; ſo the matter. 
dropt, ng! HY eloquence was, ſtrangled ip the. 
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When the Heart is right, the Man will be reſpeck. 
able, though his Humours are ridiculous.  -; 


HEN old Weevil returned from Black- 
ford's chamber with the order of releaſe, 
he came up to Henry, and taking him cordially by 


the hand, declared before all preſent, that it was 


to his courage and humanity he owed the preſer- 


ration of his ſon's life; he lamented - the hurt he 


had got in his defence, offered him his houſe, 
purſe, and every aſſiſtance in his power; confeſſed 
that the whole blame of the fray on the green reſt 
ed with his ſon, and added with an oath, that he 


had been cruelly dealt by, both then and inthe 


preſent cafe, and that he had told Juſtice _— 


ed, that the ſtir and buftle of the crowd was now 


Mane 
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ford as much to his face, — For why ?” cried hez 
« *tis a fin and a fhame, to give evil for good to 
this poor lad, who in the ſhort time he has been 


a ftranger amongſt us, has faved his maſter from 


drowning, and my boy from being murdered ; and 
what has he got for it ?—why truly, he has been 
ſtocked, maimed, and ed. Skytke upon 
fuch treatment ! ſay I; nay, 'm not afraid to ſay, 
and I care not who hears me; ſhame upon ſuch 
Juſtices! and now they tell me,” added he, ad- 
dreſfing himſelf to Henry, * your maſter has turn- 


g as there's a wheel” that turns, you ſhall 
never want a day's work, and a day's pay.” 

Henry thanked him for all his offers, but de- 
fired to ſet him right about his maſter, from whom 
he had received the kindeſt treatment; and as for 
leaving his ſervice, that, he aſſured the miller, was 
entirely his own act and deed, for which he had 


certain reaſons, that by no means applied to the 


perſon of Doctor Cawdle.—< No, no,” faid Kin- 
loch, „we know well enough which way thole 
reaſons look, and that perſon, I can tell you, i 
in a terrible taking at your leaving us: as for the 


Doctor, he will give you a hearty welcome; and 


for my part, my good lad, I have ſuch a ſoft fide 
towards you, that if you will buckle. to the- buſi- 
neſs, nd obſerve what I ſhall teach you, I will 
make a ran of you, and perhaps enable you in 
time to perform as great a cure as I hope to per- 
fea on the body of neighbour Weevils ſon, who, 
by the Doctor's indiſpolition, is happily fallen un- 
der my hands.” . 
The crowd now diſperſed, and evening being 
advanced, Henry's ankle withal in no condition 
for journeying, he was conſtrained to forego his 
engagement to Suſan, and accepted the friendly 
invitation 


ed 2 away; if fo; my lad, come to the mill, and 
io 
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invitation of Ezekiel Daw, to paſs the Wight at the 


of Mother May, where that good creature 
took up his abode. 

When Evckiti bad refreſhed his gueſt with ſuch 
humble viands as his ore z and Goody 
May had again fornented his ankle, "Henry, have 
ing now apf"afed two imporrunute ſdh 


tedginents which his heart To 


—— both Ns, Ai WR 


parties at once, who flehced 


by proving the * not be thanked for 
— nothing more than common humanity re- 


quired of them to do. As for we, faid Ezekiel, 
« [ declare unto you in verity, that this hath been 
ufito me an vecafion of triumph and ovation, and 
if thou, Henty, had'ſt turned out other than a 
true man and an honeſt; I would hardly have been 

ded to put faith in the index —— 
eart any more; but thou haſt verified the hand- 
writing of nature in thy features, and my bowels 
did not yearn towards thee without reaſon. Truly, 


young man, my heart rejoiceth-in thy deliverance, 


and great is my joy that thou art found innocent 
in the ſight of thine enemies; therefore will I fing 
and give praife with the beſt member that I have 3 
and thou, Goody May, although thy pipe is but 
feeble, ſhalt bear thy part in the melody. 

This ſaid, the god man uttered a — both, 
by way of pitchnote, which was echoed by dathe 
May in a thrill octave, and then, delivering out 
the firſt line of John Hopkins's 108th pfalm, he 
ſet up his note with ſo loud and nafal a twang, as * 
made Henry almoſt jump from his feat, and with 
more ferventy than melody, chanted forth the 
aforeſaid pſalm, accompanied after a faſhion by 
the — till Ore 2 together through 

G3  Sichem 


citors, pain , 
and hunger, began to make thoſe grateful acknow-- 
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ſelves deeply er 


| When behold, Alexander Kinlock, without-any 


mate of the old Dreadnought, 1 was in the thick 


Sicken and the vale of Succoth, they found them. 
in the following __ * 


«©: Moab my waſb-pot is, my bee, 
0 9% Le T throw, 7 
«, Upon the land of Paleſtine 


i triumpb I will go. way 
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ceremony, bolted into the room, juſt in time to 
hear Ezekiel roar forth his intended triumphs over 
the land of Paleſtine, upon which, in a harſhNorth- 
Britiſh key, ſo totally at diſcord with the pſalmody 
as to bring it to a ſudden ſtop, he inſtantly cried 
out, — What the plague poſſeſſes you now, bro- 
ther doctor, to be triumphing over Paleſting at ſuch 
a rate ? if you ſet up your howl there, let me tell 
vou, the Turks will ſoon ſtop your pipes. with a 
tight cord round your gullet, and a ſhort dance it 
the end of your ſong. Why man, I know the 

nd every inch of it: when | was ſurgeon's 


of the infidels at Scanderoon, and Saint John 
D'Acre, and Alexandria, and where not. .Zooks 
and blood ! if you was as bold as Preſter John, be- 
ing a Frank as you are, they would ſet you on the 
back of a ſcurvy aſs, and buffet you through the 
ſtreets for their ſport. No, no, friend Daw, be 
_ adviſed by a brother ſurgedn, and ftick to Old 
England while you can; here you may ſing palms, 
and preach ſermons, and ſcare old women into fits, 
by propheſying the end of the world out of trees 
and turnip carts, but meddle not with Mahomet, 
till you are pre pared for a ſhort. trip into n 
with a bowitring round your throat.“ 
Ezekicl Daw, in his early years, had wa traiv- 
ed 19 the art of handling the * and 3 
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drugs in the rural laboratory of 2 petty retailer of 

medical wares; he had there acquired as much 
knowledge in pharmacy and ſurgery, as ſerved him 
to ſet up Goody May in the hamble art of curing 


broken ſhins and bloody noſes, by which the pick- 


ed up a pittance amongſt her pdor neighbours, aud 
ſometimes entrenched fo far upon Doctor Caydle's 
ice, as to admmiſter a dee of bu-kthorn or 


jalab, for ſcouring the bowels of the-peaſantry,. af- 


ter a drunken bout or furfeir at a Chriſtmas feaſt. 

This was not altogether” overtobked by Kinloch,, 
thaugh he heſd her art in too much contempt to 
make public his complaint of it; ſtill he took all 


otcaſions that dell i in his way of diving her a dab 


of his ridicule, a5 we have already inſtanced, and 
this was not confined to her only, but extended i to 
her friend and teacher, Ezekiel,” whom in his 
gayer moments (and this now preſent was pre- 
eminently of that ſbrt) he dignified, in ira cs 
irony, with the title of Brother Doctor; and ins 

:ed that worthy perſon Was very generally ſtile 
by his poorer neighbours, particularly thoſe of his 
own flock, not a tit but reverentially, Doc- 
tor Daw. 

He was a thin ſpare | man, of à pale and fallow 
complexion, about the age of fifty; upright in 
perſon, and ſtiff as a heilge-fake, with yellow per- 


pendicular hair; he was by nature iraſcible, and t 


a biſious habit, but, by long temperance and reli 


gious - le correctie, had humbled and ſubdued 


his ſpreit ſo as to be patient under inſults;'ip'ſhort; 


he was & creature compounded of moſt benevolent a 
and excellent qualities, with a ſtrong tincture of 
enthuſiaſm over all; in the mean while it muff be 


owned that Ezekiel had no objection to 4 little 
amiezble controverſy ; and there is reaſon to be- 
was that if he had any —_—_ ide more 

than 
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than the other in the handling of a queſtion, it was 


to that fide where his own opinion took poſt, 


It was therefore no ſmall proof of his controut 
over himſelf, that though he was thus cut ſhort in 


his pious melody by the North Briton, yet he was 


content to paſs it off with a fimple remark to his 
victor, that he was under a miſtake in ſuppoſing 
he had EY deſign of undertaking a voyage to the 
Holy » (properly fo called) his hamble.en- 
deavours aſpiring no higher than ts ker 


he had been giving God thanks in an hymn for the 
deliverance of the guiltleſs youth there preſent ; 
« and I truſt,“ added he, thou didſt not jeer at 


the matter of the hymn itfelf, but ſimply at the un- 


hineſs of the performer.” - Then, . turning to 
inloch, with a complacent ſmile, he ſaid, And 
thou too, brother Alexander, art entitled to a blef- 
ing, not only as being the bearer of glad tidings, 
but the inftrument, as I hope, under Providence, 
of ſaving the life of our wounded neighbour,” . 


„ Yes, truly,” cried Kinloch, with a agnificant 


nod, the man may thank Providence for. fall 


ing into my hands, and not thoſe of ſome others, 
who ſhall be nameleſs; but I believe, friend Eze- 


kiel, after all, he muſt be indebted to my ſkill for 
his cure, and to nothing elſe, for if I were to leave 
my patients to the care of providence" *« Scoff 
not at Providence,” quoth Ezekiel, interrupting 


_ lum, nor give thyſelf the glory, let thy fkill be 


what it may. I ſpeak not in diſparagement of thy 
fill, friend Kinloch, but there is one, without 


whoſe helping grace we can do nothing praiſe- 


worthy: 1 myſelf, (far be it from me to vaunt of 


my own performances) have done ſometbing in 


the medical way, yet did I never hand a dole to. 


the bps of a patient without a previous ejaculation 
b io 


eep himſelf 
in the land where he lived; with this intent 
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to Providence that it might operate for his bene« | 
fit,” — “ And yon had reaſon,” rejoined the man 4 
of medicine; * for when irregulars prefcribe, *ts nn 
the mercy of Providence if their patients eſcape; WL, 
but in the regular practice, ſhould a man follow 18 
theſe vagaries, he would be the ridicule of the Fa- 1 
culty: we know the effect of our medicines, and "= 
apply them confidently and timeouſly ;, and when + i 
the life of the paticnt is quivering on his lips, muſt n 
fall to without waiting to ſay grace: had you, like | 
me, been in the heat of an achon at ſea, when all 
is ſmoke and thunder and blood and brains around 
you, you would find ſomething elſe to do beſides 
preaching and praying and ſetting up your pipes 
to the tune of Sternhold and Hopkins.” 0 
Vent not thy jeſts at pſalmody and prayer,” 
replied Ezekiel, exalting his voice, and riſing from 
His ſeat, as was his manner when in earneſt diſ- 
courſe: . Haſt not thou read how Saul was deli- 
vered from the evil ſpirit by.the harping of David ? 
Nay,, is it not affirmed, in the hiſtory of our. own 
country, that holy monarchs have had the 
of healing the ki 


king's evil with a touch?“ — Yes,” 1 , 
anſwered Kinloch, “ but I no more believe it than TW 
I do that you can ſet a broken bone by a ſtave of ial : 
Sternhold.”—« Well, well, .rejoived Ezekiel, MM 
« if thou art reſolved to be faithleſs againſt ſacred 23 
proof, thou wilt not deny the efficacy of muſic Ta, 
againſt the ſting of the tarantula.” - Indeed but 'Ty 

I will,” cried the other; and I hold the notion WM 
in like contempt with ſtories of the black-art and ES - 
old women's fables, Why, man, I have ſojourned + | 
in the countries where thoſe reptiles are found; and x: $3 

I give it upon my word fot fo mere a flam, 

that I rather ſuffer the bite of the creature it- 
ſelf than the noiſc and nonſenſe of the 


pretended 
cure. In ſhort, my. good Ezokich, læt any 


N n E N 
little reaſon, and wave all canting for awhile; 


man in his own way: you are for King Diva. I 
am for Hippocrates ; you are for gladdening the 


heart of man with pſalms and canticles, Fam for 


© curing his ailments with plaiſters and potions: 


there's work chough, for each, and neither of us 
can do both at once.” . 

+ «© Pardon me,” interpoſed Ray « Tihivk a 
man may do the duty of a Chriſtian and that of 
any other art or profeſſion under heaven; the 
church does not call upon you above ohe day in 
ſeven,” — And if the bell was chiming in _ 
car,” ſaid Kinloch, „and a woman th labour 
ing out in the other, which would you have 1 me 
turn to?“ 4 Certainly to the woman,” replied 
Henry; „ and 1 doubt not but our good Ezekiel 
would break off, and run to fave a fellow- creature 
from e , though he were in the middle of a 

furedly I would,” cried the preach- 

er 8 * bot St will not decide the caſe; if no man 

abſented himſelf from God's worſhip but upon 

ſuch good and ſubſtantial reaſons as theſe which 

have been mentioned, your churches would be a 

pretty ty deal fuller than they are: there would then 
no 


call for fuch ſupernumerary teachers as my- 
ſelf But whilſt there is ſuch a parcel of idlers 


amongſt our common people, who make every 
thing a pretence for hanging back from their re- 
gular duty, it may be well for the community that 
there are ſome like myſelf, who will be at the pains 
of gathering up the ſtragglers, and compelling 
them to come in, though | it be from the bighways 
and hedges.” 

Thou haſt ad it m a word,” cried Henry, 
reaching out his hand to the preacher, „ and art 
4 candid foul; he that, hearing this, ſhall attempt 
to turn thy humble piety into ridicule, muſt had 
a a heart of ſtone.” TY: 


recol 


leave 
« | 


depar 
thy r 


07 
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Theſe words put an end to the controverſy; and 
bond Ezekiel, lifting a ſtone piteher by the ear, 
which he had placed upon the table, filled out a 
can of ale to each of his gueſts, and after ſor 
himſelf; then ſhaking Alexander by the hand, 
1 of perfect reeonciliation andi henig- 


nity, cried, “ Come, brother Doctor, here's a cup 
of thanks to you, and a ſpeedy recovery 0-your 
patient.” 


This gave a turn to the converſation; the be- 
currences of the day were now diſcuſſed; Wees 
wounds were ſcientifically deſcanted upon by the 
journeyman ſurgeon, who, knowing Ezekiel's ig- 
norance of the learned languages, and not ſuſpett- 
ing Henry of any acquaintance with them, took 
occaſion to interlard his diſtourſe with feraps of 
barbarous Latin, hot forgetting in the mean time 
to give a proper ſprinkling of his own -prai 
with a fly ſtroke riow and-then at his maſter 
Zac ſtill doing penance for his ducking at the 
ford. He was carneſt with Henry to return ti the 
ſhop, encouraging him to it by many reaſons; and 
promiſing him a ſpeedy deliverance from Ns 
whoſe caſe he pronounced upon as dei 
Henry ſhook his head at this, and Aaid no more 
than that he ſhould pay his duty to the Doctor as 
ſoon as his ſprain would permit him. This agai 
drew ſome learned demurs from Alexander as to 
Goody May's embrocation of camphorated ſpirits 
of wine and bullock's gall, which Ezekiel, on his 
part, as learnedly defended. * The pitcher in the 
mean time was emptied z and then Alexander, 
— a 3 of buſineſs, took his 
cave 

« Child,” cried Ezekiel, as ſoon as Kinloch had 
departed, the good dame and I have provided for 
thy repoſe under this roof; thou wilt fiad a bed 

comfortable 


x36 H BEN X T. 
comfortable and cleanly, although it be Mt an 
humble one: the hour indeed is yet early, but 
thou haſt had a toilſome day, and art maimed 
withal ; a little coſt, with the good woman's: fo. 
mentation, will ſet all to rights z yet, before we 
part, I muſt not forget to commend thee for the 
ent and pious rebuke thou didft give to our 
neighbour Kinloch, when he ſpoke {coffingly and 4 Di 
irreverently in thy hearing; I muſt no lefs 
thee for the brevity of thy reply, for thou art yet 
doo young and unlearned in theſe matters to han- A 
t 


dle them argumentatively and at large; it well be- 
cometh thee to diſtruſt thine own abilities for that 


taſk z but when I have put my thoughts together, this h 
and digeſted them at leiſure, I will more fully in- place, 
ſtruct thee how to filence all ſach cavils 5 the where 
ſcorners can oppoſe to thee, and will give thee ſuch int 
rules and leſſons as ſhalt fortify thy faith againſt we? 
all that. De, or acty other. aabeltevery. clin ive not be 
to ſhake it.” is not 
Henry made a ſuitable reply; Ezekiel ſtalked No 
away with dignity to. his cockloft ; the boſpitable either 
dame conducted our hero to a little cabin, where writer 
ſhe had prepared a bed for him, and the peaceful - mourt 
G very c 
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* Ts deeply 

ef 7 coura; 

; Io. £151 ſities f 

END OF THE SECOND Soo. hand, 

| a hap 

ſtruck 

. comic 

. which 


_ „ LS — — —_— ” — 
. 7 - 


— ww ——— J—_—_— 


— 


1, dd 


a Pine and good fortune in the concluding ſcenes. 


HENRY. 
BOOK THE THIRD. 
4 N » . att 
CruayTER I. 


on, which our Readers will either ſleep 
over, or paſs over, as beſt ſuits them, 


4 


in that kind of ſtyle and character, where 
thinks himſelf moſt likely to ſucceed ; and in 
this he will be directed by conſidering, in the firſt 
place, what is the natural turn of his on mind, 
where bis ſtrength lies, and to what his talents 
K ; and ſecondly, by the public taſte, _— 
weyer much it is his intereſt to conſult, 
not be ſuffered to betray him into undertakings he 
is not fitted for. 2 = | 


A; author will naturally caſt his compoſition 


Novels, like dramas, may certainly be compoſed. | 
either in the tragic or comic caſt, according to the 
Tales of fiction, with 


writer's choice and a 
mournful cataſtrophes, have been wrought up with 
very conſiderable effect; I could name ſome of the 
pathetic ſort, which are uncommonly beautiful and 
deeply intereſting ; their ſucceſs might well en- 
courage any author, who has powers and pꝓropen- 
ſities ſuitable, to copy the attempt; on the other 
hand, examples muſter eſt for the ſtory with 
a happy ending : middle meaſures have alſo been 


ſtruck upon by ſome, and novels of the tragi- 


comic character, aptly and ingeniouſly deviſed, 
which, after- agitating the paſhons of terror and 
Pity, allay them with the unexpected relief of hap- 
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By all or any of theſe channels, the author may 
ſhape his courſe to fame, if he has ſkill to ſhun 


the ſhoals off infipidity.on the one hand, and the 


rocks of improbability on the other; in one word, 
if he will keep the happy mean of nature. Ex- 
quiſitely fine are thoſe fenſations, which the well. 
wrought tale of pity excites; but double care is 
required to guide them to the right point, becauſe 
they are ſo penetrating: whoever ſtirs thoſe paſs 


fians in a guilty cauſe may do infinite miſchief, 


for they fink into young and tender hearts, and 
Where they ſink, they leave a deep and permanent 
impreſſion; they are curious inſtruments in the 
- Hand of the artiſt, but murderous weapons in the 
poſſeſſion of the aflaffin. WO Bs 
Cheerful fictions, with happy endings, are writ- 

ten with more eaſe, and have leſs riſk as to the 
moral; they play about the fancy in a more harm- 
leſs manner; the author is ſeldom ſo careleſs of 
his characters as not to deal out what is termed 
poetical juſtice amongſt them, rewarding the good 
and puniſhing the unworthy; pride and oppreſſion 
are rarely made to triumph ultimately; engaging 
libertiniſm ſeldom fails to reform; and true love, 


after all its trials, is finally crawned with poſſel-. 


fion. — 

Ihe mixt or compoſite ſort, which ſteer between 
grave and gay, yet are tinctured with each, deal 
out terror and ſuſpenſe in their progreſs, artfully 
inter woven into the ſubſtance of the fable, for the 
purpoſe of introduting ſome new and unforeſeen 
reverſe of fortune at the ſtory's cloſe, which is to 
put the tortured mind at reſt. This demands a 
conduct of ſome ſkill; for if the writer's zeal for 
the introduction of new and ſtriking incidents, 
wherein conſiſts the merit of this ſpecies of com» 


poſition, be not tempered by a due attention to 
| | nature, 
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nature, character and probability, the whole web 
is broken, and the work falls to the ground: in 
good hands it becomes a very pleaſing production, 
for the curioſity is kept alive through the whole 
progreſs of the narrative, and the mind that has 
been ſuſpended between hope and fear, at laſt ſub- 


ſides in perfect ſatisfaction with the juſt and equi 


table event of things. | 
A novel may be carried on in a ſeries of letters 


or in regular detail; both methods have their par- 


tiſans, and in numbers they ſeem pretty equally 
divided; which of the two is the more popular, 
I cannot take upon myſelf to ſay; but I ſhould 
gueſs that letters give the writer moſt amuſement 
and relief, not only from their greater diverſity of 
ſtyle, but from the reſpite which their intermiſ- 
ſions afford him Theſe advantages however have 
a counterpoiſe, for his courſe becomes more cir- 


cuitous and ſubject to embarraſſment, than when 


he takes the narrative wholly into his own hands; 

without great management and addreſs in Keeping 
his dates progreſſide, and diſtinctly methodized, 
his reader is expoſed to be called back and puz- 
zled; and as the characters, who conduct the cor- 
reſpondence muſt be kept aſunder, the ſcene is 


oftentimes diſtracted, where we with it to be en- 


tire, or elſe the intercourſe of letters is made glar- 
ingly unnatural and pedantic by c--preiling the 
- from WICH they are dated, and putting 
two people to the ridiculous neceſſity of writing 


long narratives to.cach other, when converſation. 


was within their reach. 4 872 2 t. 

For myſelf, having now made experiment of 
both methods, I can only ſay, that were I to con- 
ſult my own amuſement ſolely, I ſhould prefer the 
vehicle of letters: this however muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that all converſations, where the ſpeakers 
| arc 


24 H E N X T. 


are brought upon the ſcene, are far more natur 
when delivered at firſt hand, than when retailed 


of narratives do not commonly paſs by the poſt, 
and the letter, both in- ſtyle and ſubſtance, appears 
extremely ſtiff, tedious, and pedantic. Upon the 


whole, I ſhould conjecture that the writer is beſt 


accommodated by the one, and the reader moſt 


gratified by the other: Ihope I am right in ] 


conjecture as to the reader's preference of the 
method I am now purſuing, elſe I have chofen lt 


for myſelf, and gained no credit by the ſacrifice. 


— — ———— — 
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#8 Morning Vike, which produces « fafbicious Wha: . 
| tion. 


diſconſolate Suſan May ſet out in fearch 
of her beloved H 
pected the evening before, and whoſe breach of 
promiſe ſhe was at a loſs to account for. 
{and anxious thoughts occupied her mind, and the 


fuſpicivn that he had now totally renounced her 
was not the leaſt of her alarmus. Bl wa. dirett. 


ly to her mother's cottage, and, having met 19 
one by the way, was ignorant of the events which 
had cauſed her diſappointment. 

Ezekiel Daw was an early riſer, and had already 
ſallied out; but Henry, to whom Goody May had 
hoſpitably reſigned her bed, was ſtill buried in 
profound repoſe, and fleeping off the fatigues of 


by a correſpondent; for we know that ſuch ſort © 


the firſt dawn of the morning, the 
enry, whom ſhe had eagerly e- 
A thou . 


the preceding day. The cottage door being wet” | 
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of Morpheus, and glowing; with the rofy tints of: 
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Abb e the damſel, with- 


out let or hindrance, made ſtrait way to the little: 
chamber where ber mother ſlept, and entering it 
without noiſe, to her great ſurpriſeidiſcovered not 


the good old dame within the ſheets, but the: 
youthful object of her paſſion, faſt in the arms 


health and beauty. It was a ſcene: for cyes leſs 
intereſted than thoſe-of Suſan to contemplate with. 
admiration; ſhe gazed upon him with rapture and 
delight. A confiderable ti time {he ſtood fixt and 
motionleſs, balancing in her mind betwint the 
propriety of retiring out of the chamber and the 
8 of remaining in it. The longer ſhe in- 


dulged her ſenſes ãn the contemplatiom of his per- 


ſon, the leſs inclined ſhe was to ſacriſice the en- 


joyment of them: love and defire ſuggeſted to her 
a variety of expedients, which timidity and di- 


cretion would not yet permit her to accord to. 
Curioſity was urgent with her to be-reſdlved hom 


it came to paſs that Henry ſhould” be fleeping in 


her mother's bed. This ſame curioſity prompted 


her to wake him, and love was forward to inſtruſt 


her in- the mode; a a gentle preſſure of his hand 
effected the wiſhed-for purpoſe. He ſtarted, wak- 


ed, and haſtily cried oui Ah, Suſan, is it you? 


How came you hither?” —This was enough to 


introduce an explanation, which in fe words told 


all that either party was intereſted to be informed 
of. Events fo full of terror to the feelings of a 


Heart ſenſitive as . though related — 
her 


and without exa tion by the obje& of 
fection, had fo agitated her, that either fei 
or really feeling inability to keep her feet, ſhe 


ſuddenly ſank down upon the fide of the bed, and 


by an action ſeemingly germ nc claſped one of 
vis hands in both her's, whilſt lamenting over bis 
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ſufferings with fighs and tears of ſympathy and 
condolence. 
- When the tale was at an end, and his delivers” 


ance announced, the fond girl raifed her eyes to 


them upon the youth with an expreſſion that left 


were upon his neck, and lid without motion in 
his arms. 


_ rs FR, 1 4 
Tong - MICE A © ng Eo, WY of T 5 
PFF RT.” . He r 
— e e 
. 4 * = \ 
FI 
o 


ledge that the forbearance even of Henry was fore” 


= Si... Fi 
- ö „ FR 
I 87 


came upon her!) played a treacherous part to 
3 undermine his reſolution; ſhe hurriedgthrough his 
= - veins like a ſpell, raiſed a tumult in his heart, and 
made every nerve in his frame tremble with her 
touch. Reaſon, indeed, thè governor of the ei- 
tadel, and conſcience, the centinel of the foul 


within it, were upon their poſt, but uncollected 


| when, in the moment of danger, their guardian 
" ſpirit ſent a reſcue in the perſon of the rural apoſ- 
U tle, Ezekiel Daw himſelf, who no ſooner darted 
| ; his viſitatorial eye upon the bodies of the two 
perſons proſtrate on the bed, and folded in each 
other's arms, than having diſcovered that one of 
the ſaid bodies belonged to the male and the other 
to the female ſex, he ſhrieked out in a key of hor- 
ror and ſurpriſe . Children of the ſerpent ! im- 
pure veſſels of perdition! what in the name of 
Beelzebub are you about ?. Looſe your embraces, 
I command: you, and renounce the ſinful tempta- 
tions of the fleſh! Oh Henry ! Henry! ſon: of 
Belial ! have J for this ſtood forth. in thy defence! 
have I for this combated the allegations of the 
witneſſes who accuſed thee of incontinence with 


0 pinion 


heaven in ſilent thankfulneſs, and then glancing 


in her heart untold, dropt lifeleſs as it 


In this moment truth compels me to acknow- 


beſet and ſtaggered under the attack. Nature 


and ſurpriſed, and ſcarce half-armed for a defence, 


this 'damſcl! and muſt I now: revoke the good q 
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opinion I had 8 of thee Inconſiderata 
outh, haſt thou never read of the continence of 
ſeph ? haſt thou never been told of that other 
illuſtrious perſon (I forget his name) in Pagan 
ſtory, who fled the allurements of a beautiful cap» 
tive? Wilt thou yield in virtue to a heathen ? wilt 
thou be outdone in chaſte forbearance by à wor- 
ſhipper of filthy idols, by one of the Gentile na- 
tions of a reprobate generation, a child of wrath 
caſt out from the redemption of Iſrael, and ſealed - 
to everlaſting torments in the fires of hell? Can 
you tell me that this damſel, ſightly although the 
be, ſhall vie in charms with Potiphar's wife? 1 
tell thee ſhe is no more to.compare with Potiphar's 
wife, than a crow to a peacock. And thou, Suſan 
May, I have noted thee for tiring. thy hair, and 
bedecking thy perſon with lures and traps to catch 
the wandering eyes of men; I have reproved thee 
for it, but my admonĩtion hath been loſt upon thee ;; 
thou haſt wantonly arrayed thyſelf, Suſan May. 
and becauſe nature hath beſtowed upon thee a 
comely form, thou haſt ſtudied to ſet it off by the 
artifice of dreſs, whereas thou oughteſt in all de- 
cent care to have concealed it from the ſight of 
men, to have covered it with the veil of modeſty, 


yea, even to have diſguiſed and disfigured it, ra- 


ther than to let it be unto thee a nn biock, 
and am occaſion of falling.“ 


« Pardon me, ſir, cried Suſan, I am not 


fallen in the manner you ſuppoſe; I was ſorrow- 


ſtruck with the account of what Henry has ſuffered 
ſince I ſaw him, and my affliction overpowered 
me. I believe I fell into a kind of fit, and fo he 
caught me in his arms. I hope it is neither fin 


nor ſhame to ſympathize with the unfortunate and 
innocent. If to love him be a crime, I am guilty 


indeed,” is What telleſt thou me of love?” re- 


ſumed 
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ſumed the preacher; « thou art too young x 
unlearned to know what love means : thou ſhould” 
be taught that by them who are older and wiſer 
than thyſelf; I have ſtudied it, child, and revolved 
it in my mind, and I do pronounce upon expe» 
fence and reflection, that the true and only love 
is the fulfilling of the law; therefore, tell me not 
that thou loveſt this youth, for thou haſt no ſuch 
thing about thee; I do aver that thou haſt a war 
in r and where war is, how can love 
Henry now interpoſed, and in an humble tone 
gently requeſted Ezekiel not to chide the damſel, 
who was not in the offence, having entered his 
chamber in the preſumption of finding her mother 
there; and he furthermore moſt ſolemnly affured 
Bim, that their converſation. had been ſtrictij in- 
nocent. © Heaven forbid,” ſaid he, „ ſhould 
be ſuch a villain as to repay the hoſpitality. of the 
mother, by doing wrong to the daughter. Did 
u know me, I flatter myſelf theſe affeverations 
would be needleſs; you would not doubt my bo- 
nour ; but if you ſtill ſuſpect me as being a ſtran- 
ger to you, this worthy girl is not ſuch, and | 
mould hope you would be flow to believe her” 
wanting in virtue and diſcretion, merely becauſe 
Her tender heart is ſuſceptible of pity and compal- 
fion. What ſhe has told you is perfect truth; my 
ſad ſtory affected her; ſhe ſunk upon the bed, and 
I received her in my arms. Is there a man living 
who would not have done the ſame? 1 am ſure 
you would, for I have good reaſon to believe your 
arms are ever open to the feeble and afflited.” 
Child,“ replied Ezekiel, I believe thee; I 
cannot help believing thee z there is ſomething in 
thy countenance that extorts from me my good 


opinion, and I give perfect credit to thy wa 
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from the impreſſion I receive by thy looks; but 


now that the damſel no longer needeth thy ſupport, | 


prudence warneth thee to deſiſt from a conference, 
which may produce another finking on her part, 


and more embracing on thine ; in place of which 


I do counſel thee to turn thyſelf on thy pillow, 
and compoſe thy ſpirits, that ſo thou mayeſt atone 
for the wandering of thy thoughts by meditation 
and prayer : meanwhile the damſel, "whole eye be- 
tokeneth a diſturbed imagination, Thall withdraw 


with me, that I may breathe into her mind the 


words of peace, foraſmuch as I perceive the evil 
one yet worketh in her, hom it now behoveth 
me to'put to flight.” 


Ezekiel now took his unwilling diſciple by che 


hand, and led her into the cottage kitchen, where, 
having ſeated her on one ſide of the chimney, and 
himſelf in a huge wicker chair on the other, he 
began the following exhortatory diſcourſe : 

« ] will ſpeak unto thee, damſel, of love, 
whereby thou wilt gain inſtruction how to think 
rightly of it in future, and avoid that falſe notion 
which hath mifled thy young and inexperienced 
imagination, Thou didft fay, that if to love thy 
friend Henry were a crime, thou waſt guilty in- 
deed: now to love him as a brother is.thy duty ; 
if thou doſt that, there is no crime in thy love: 
ſearch thine heart therefore, and if thou doſt there 
diſcover any other emotions or yearnings towards 
the youth than thou mighteſt innocently indulge 


towards a brother, or a ſiſter, or a friend of thine 


own ſex, baniſh thoſe ſenſations at a word, for 


they are of the evil one; verily I | ages them | 


to be abominable, and not to be exculc 
©« But what method ſhall I take to baniſh them,” 
laid Suſan ? — By mortifying the fleſh with'faſt- 
ng,” replied Ecke, e and- giving ty ſelf up to 
Vol. I. H 8 
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Holy exerciſes.” —< Indeed, ſir, cried the poor but 
girl, „I never neglect my prayers; but then I me 
always pray for Henry; and as to faſting, if I was tur: 
to ſtarve myſelf to death, 1 ſhauld never get him to 1 
out of my thoughts.“ Go to,” exclaimed Eze- exa 
kiel, “ thou art a nonſenſical girl to prate to me in app 
this faſhion. Wilt thou, who art no better than and 
an unfledged goſling, barely out of the ſhell, pre- Suſa 
tend to argue with me, who have weighed, and ſhou 
conſidered, and perpended all theſe matters? aye, leave 
let me tell thee, and experienced them alſo, for l nam 


will now relate to thee what occurred unto myſelf: 
When I was a ſtripling, and worked as hireling 
to my maſter the apothecary, his niece, a.fightly 
damſel like thyſelf, came one evening into the 
ſhop, whilſt I was fat the mortar, and being not 
a little taken with my aptitude in handling the 
_ peſtle, methought ſhe caſt the eyes of affechen 
upon me; ſhe approached near unto me, and with 
the moſt condeſcending familarity, graciouſly leant 
her arm upon my ſhoulder; in that inftant I began 
to feel the ſtirrings of the ſerpent tempting to un- 
lawful deſires.— Ezekiel, quoth ſhe, * thou art 
an induſtrious lad ; but doſt thou not think thou 
couldſt find more pleaſing amuſement than that a 
pounding theſe ſtinking drugs?“ Miſs,” faid I. 
« the drugs may be unſavoury, but honeſt induſtry 
is ſweet, and tendeth to obtain the grateful odour 
of a good name.“ With that ſhe ſeiſed the peſtle 
in her graſp, and would have wrenched it from 
my hand. I reſolutely maintained my hold, and 
bade her to avoid the ſhop, and not interrupt me 
in my duty but how now, child! where are thy 
thoughts a gadding ? thou doſt not mark me.” 

„ Oh! yes, fir,” replied Sufan, « I do; but 
what anſwer did the young lady make to you 
„Not a word, quoth Ezekiel, © not a yn 
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but with a toſs of her head and a ſneer, that gave - nn 
me to underſtand ſhe was offended at my plainneſs, 1 
turned out of the ſhop, and never {aid a civil thing i 
to me again. Learn henceforth, child, from this | 
example, to repel thy unruly. paſſions in their firſt | 
approach, for the victory is eaſy; face the tempter 
and he will fly from thee.” Dear fir,” faid 
Suſan, © if I was not afraid of angering you, I = 
ſhould make bold to fay a few words with your 22 
leave.” ==" Say on,” quoth Ezekiel, © in God's 2 
name.” —* You are very good to me, and I know = 
you always adviſe me for the beſt, but though III 1 
do all in my power, I ſhould, be a hypacrite if 1 
was to ſay I will do all that you bid me: conſider, 
every body has not the wiſdom and reſolution that 
have; you are a man, I am a weak woman; 
could no more give Henry the anſwer that you 
gave to the hecary's niece, than I can fly in the 
air, ! when once love lays hold of the 
— & Lays hold of a fiddle ſtick!” cried. 
Ezekiel; © it is yout bufinefs not to let love lay 
hold on any thing; you muſt drive him to a diſ- 
tance,” | | | 
At this inſtant Henry entered the room; Suſan's 
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it of eyes gliſtened with joy; EzekieFs expoſtulation 
41, vaniſhed from her thoughts; even his and 


mortar no longer ſounded in her ears; the had no 9 
ſenſes but for the object in her fight. 1 
eile Dame May entered the cottage; ſhe ran to her 1 
from daughter, took her in her arms, and welcomed i 


* her home; ſhe was the darling of her mother: 111 
ue Henry's honeſt nature could not allow him to fup- Þ! 
» thy preſs any thing that had paſſed between himſelf - 74 
» and Suſan in her mother's abſence, When he had | 
/ hut related this to the good dame with all that air of 
7 — ſincerity that was natural to him, ſhe, like Eae- 
able; kiel, immediately aſſured him of her entire belief 
but H_2 2 


nt - *' DW REY. 


in every.thing he had faid, and without qualifying 
it after Doctor Daw's manner, with any admoni- 
tory inferences, the - candidly. obſerved, that no- 
thing was more natural than. for young folks that 
liked each other, to ſeal a kiſs when it came in 
their way, and no harm done: „For why?” 
added ſhe, turning to Ezekiel, „ we muſt not 
forget that we have been young in our day as wal 
as they.” 9 | 
This was ſuch point-blank hereſy againſt the 
doctrines of the good man, juſt now incùlcated, 
That he ſtared with amazement upon Dame May; 
he, who had only nature and not one ray of phi. 
loſophy to guide her, was not aware of the feproof 
ſhe was open to, and before Ezekiel could pump 
the words up out of his throat, exelalmed 
% Lord love your {weet heart, Mr. Daw, -you'ate 
ſurely the beſt ſoul living; but you don't confider 
what it is to be young; why love in them is as it 
were a ſecond nature, and for us to argue againſt 
it is all one as though we were to preach "againſt 
the light of the ſun.” 2 
« Hold your tongue, woman,” cried Ezekiel; 
et it is not for an'ignoramus like you to talk about 
preaching. Have I ſpent my breath for nought? 
am I become like ſounding braſs and 'a tinkling 
cymbal? are you a preacher or am I? have n 
the gift, have you the calling, have you the elec 
tion ? Silence, vain woman! and be in ſubject 
to the higher powers. I have told thy daughter 
that ſhe is in no wiſe to think of love, it becometh 
not young people ſo much as to meditate "there- 
upon; and wilt thou now tell her that it is as'it 
were a ſecond nature? Wilt thou provoke the 


cravings of thy child, till, like the* borſe-leach's 


daughter, ſhe crieth out, Give, give?“ 18 
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Dame May perceived that he had nettled the 
good man without intending it, and therefore 


began to ſoften his anger, by aſſuring him that ſhe | 


never meant to caſt a reflection _ his preach- 
ing, to the, contrary of which, ſhe had always 
affirmed that there was nobody to compare with 


him in the neighbourhood, nay, ſhe might ſay not 


in all the county, for a ſermon; but ſhe hop 
there was no offence in ſuppoſing he had not turn 
his thoughts to love-matters. 


« There hes your miſtake,” quoth Eckl 


« for of all the human infirmities it is that which 
I have ſtudied with the moſt calm and deliberate 


attention, having never in any inſtant of my life 
given way to it myſelf, and of conſequence am — 


eſt perſon on that account to give good coun 


to others, | who are betrayed into that unpardonable 


weakneſs.” 

Here Henry ſmiled; but what paſſed in his 
thoughts to proyoke that ſmile, as he did not diſ- 
cuſs, we ſhall not preſume to conjecture. Goody 
May proceeded after her placid manner to prepare 
for breakfaſt: Suſan beſtowed ſome ſtolen glances 
upon Henry, which did not altogether promiſe an 


implicit obedience to the injunCtions of her ſpiri-_ 


wal paſtor, and might fairly raiſe a doubt whether 
the had made even the ſmalleſt progreſs 1n a re- 
form, by diſmiſſing him from her thoughts. Eze- 


kiel was not the quickeſt obſerver of theſe tokens, 
that ever lived, and had moreover at this moment 


fixed bis attention upon a i{moaking | baſon of fr cſh 


milk-porridge. 
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Craryrer III. 
Fortune begins to ſmile upon our Hero, 


M LEXANDER Kinloch having viſited his pa- 
tient at the mill, called at the cottage, and 


made ſo favourable a report of his own wonderful 


performances, and the good night's reſt that he 
had procured for the wounded man, that little 
doubt was now entertained of his ſpeedy recovery, 
In fact, good fortune, and the critical interpoſition 
of Henry, had done more for him than all the 
art of Alexander, for the knife had imply glanced 
upon his ribs, and made a fleſh wound, neither 
deep nor dangerous, and the blood which it drew, 
though formidable in appearance, was eventually 


no more than the young miller in his ſtate of in- 


flammation could well ſpare, with profit to his 
habit and conſtitution. | 
EKinloch delivered a meflage from Doctor Caw- 
dle, defiring Henry to come to him, as he was yet 
confined to his chamber; he alſo repeated his 
prognoſtication that Madam Jemima was in a haſty 
decline, —<© Say you fo,” quoth Ezekiel, 4 why 
then ſhe is in the propereſt place to meet with good 
advice: her ſpouſe no doubt will exert all his {kill 
in her behalf.“ Her ſpouſe indeed!” cried 
Kinloch, * poor creature! what can he do ? I had 
prepared a medicine for her, compounded of ſpe- 
cifics ſovereign in her caſe, which is neither more 
nor leſs than an inordinate uſe of ſpirituous liquors 
acting on an atrabilious habit.“ Then what can 
fave her but the muzzle?” refumed Daw.— 
« What can ſave ber!” repeated the medical un- 


a com- 


derſtrapper, © my remedy could have ſaved her:? 
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2 compound of all antidotes againſt hard drinking; 
a butt to ſheath the ſpicula of intoxicating pota- 
tions. Know you not that there is a ſecret in na- 
ture, by the application of which men can ſwallow 
ſolid fire? ſo is there a preparative in medicine 
againſt the effect of liquid fire. This by deep re- 
ſearch I had diſcovered and compounded, when 
the deſperate ſuicide hurled it in my face; the very 
odour of it would have cleared a brain, though 
infamed with the fames of the brandy-bottle 

other remedies I had provided auxiliary to my 


grand attack, but theſe alſo ſhe rejected, and'naw.. 


ſhe is conſuming away by inteſtine fires, for I have 
done with her,” —« I am forry for it,” quoth 
Henry, “ for I fear ſhe is in no fit condition for 
dying.” © Truly I believe not,” anſwered Kin- 
loch, * yet I pronounce her a dead woman; and 
I never yet knew any one of my patients, when I 
have ſaid that, fail to make my words good. She 
pretends that her election, as ſhe calls it, is ſure; 
but by the dread ſhe ſhews of quitting this world, 


[ ſhould much dou »t if the has very hopeful pro- 


ipets of the next.” ] ſhall make bold to talk 
to her on that ſubject,“ ſaid Ezekiel. 

Here the converſation was cut ſhort by the ar- 
rival of a poſtchaiſe at the cottage door, belong- 
ing to the Lady Viſcounteſs Crowbery. Dame 
May inſtantly diſcovered the perſon of her noble 
viſitor, and ran out of the houſe to pay her accuſ- 
tomed devoirs. Kinloch in the meanwhile, with 
his uſual plea of buſineſs, haftened away; Suſan 


prevented Henry from the like eſcape, by telling 
him Lady Crowbery called frequently on her mo- 


ther, but that ſhe did not expect ſhe would come 
in: Ezekiel faid the ſame, ſimply obſerving that it 
was ſome charitable errand, for that worthy lady 
vid a world of good. Oh! ſhe is the beſt lady 

breathing,” 
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breathing, repeated Suſan; ſhe has a heart for 


every body that ſuffers wrongfully, and I will lay 


my life ſhe has been told of Henry's hard treat- 
ment, and is come for ſome good purpoſe to en- 
quire about him: as ſure as can be I have gueſſed 
it, for ſhe is this moment getting out of her poſt- 
chaiſe, and coming into the houſe.” 

Henry had his leg upon a ſtool, but before Lady 
Crowbery made her appearance, he had raiſed 


himſelf upon his feet, and bowed reſpectfully on 


her entering: the noble viſitor immediately fixed 
her eyes upon him; and then turning to Dame 
May, who followed her, ſaid “ This is the young 
man we have been ſpeaking of: ſit down, if you 
pleaſe; you have ſtrained your ankle, and I will 
not allow you to ſtand upon it on my account—fit 
down, or you will oblige me to go.” She then 
made a gracious acknowledgment to Suſan, and 
ſeated herſelf oppoſite to Henry. After a ſhot 
ſilence, ſhe began, apparently with ſome degree 
of agitation, to queſtion him -about the events of 
the preceding day: he briefly and modeſtly related 
them as he was bidden.—“ J think,” faid ſhe, 
« had I been in Mr. Blachford's place, and you 
had told this ſtory in your defence, as you have 
now repeated it to me, I could not have heſitated 
to acquit you; but after all,” added ſhe, “ we 
ſhould not complain of him for wanting eyes, 

juſtice you know ought to be blind.“ But not 
deaf,” ſaid Ezekiel.— Right,” replied Lady 
Crowbery; „I am apt to think there is a tone in 
truth, that no impartial ear can well miſtaxe. But 
you, Henry (that, I underſtand, is your name) 
ought not only to be acquitted as guiltleſs of the 
crime charged upon you, you ſhould be honoured 


and rewarded, for an action that beſpeaks your 


heroiſm and humanity, 1 hope you have too 
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much gallantry, to refuſe a lady's favours, I de- 
fire you will accept this purſe from me; you wel 
deſerve it, brave young man, and what is mare I 
ſuſpect you want it, and I haye it to ſpare.” 
If the grace of giying ip any degree conſtitutes 
the value of a gift (which doubtleſs it does) this 
gift came recommended by a manner, that might 


well apologize for our hero's receiving it with rr, 


of ſenſibility, and bluſhes that beſpoke a mode 

nature overpowered by gratitude. - He did not 
ſpeak, but he preſſed his lips upon the purſe, as 
he took it from her hand; perhaps his aim was at 


the hand itſelf, but reſpect ſtopped him ſhort, and 


he was awed from the attempt. He turned his 
eyes upon the countenance of his benefactreſs, and 
beheld beauty in its wane, benevolence in its me- 
ridian. It ſhould ſeem that forty years had not 
yet paſſed over her head, but of thoſe it was too 
plain that a portion had been unhappy: her form 
was {till elegant in the extreme; what it had loſt 
in ſubſtance, it had gained in delicacy, and the 
inroads of ſicklineſs and ſorrgy upon the freſhneſs 
of her charms were atoned for by ſo intereſting a 
character of pale and tender ſenſibility, that none 


but a man of groſs taſte would have thought that 

youth and health were wanting to render the per- 
fon of Lady Crowbery more attractive. 

_ « Tdefire,” ſaid he, “ you will apply this ſmall 


ſum o your immediate occaſions; and as I have 
your future fortunes at heart, I muſt refer you to 
Mr. Cawdle for advice, who has my inſtructions 
to talk with you on the ſubject: take np meaſures, 
however, till you have ſeen him, and as ſoon as 
you are able to uſe your ankle, loſe no time in 
calling upon him.“ This ſaid, Lady Crowbery 
took a haſty leave, ſtept into her carriage, and 


departed. 
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« Am I in a dream,“ ſaid Henry, as ſhe turned 
from the door, „ or is this a reality? if fo, what 
am I to think of it?” He ſpread the contents of 
the purſe upon the table, and then turning to 
Ezekiel, demanded if he could account for this 
extraordinary preſent, from a perſon to whom he 
was totally unknown “ Very naturally,” replied 
Ezekiel; “the Lady Crowbery hath large means, 
and a large heart, She was a wealthy heireſs, and 
her fortune, independent of her Lord, is very 
conſiderable : ſhe leads a life of retirement here 
in that gloomy manſion, which you may ſee from 
the Pariſh Green, receives little company, runs 
into no wanton expences, and employs the ſu 
Ruities of her ſeparate income in well-choſen act 
of charity. Having heard of your gallant beha- 
viour to Miller Weevil, and the cruel treatment 
| Fou received from our Juſtice here, where is the 
wonder ſhe ſhould fingle you out as an object wor- 
thy of her bounty ?” | | 

« But is there not,” reſumed Henry, “ ſome- 
thing more than commonly liberal, in beſtowing 
fuch a ſum upon a mere ſtranger, only becauſe he 
did what humanity required of him, to a fellow 
creature? Here are twenty guineas, if I have told 
them right; ſuch benefactions are not often heard 
of. % I ſhould hope,” replied Daw, «that is no 
abſolute proof they are not often beſtowed z true 
charity vaunteth not itſelf : therefore put up thy 
money, and be at peace: I dare ſay ſhe hath had 
more pleaſure in giving, than thou haſt in receiv- 
ing it.” To this Henry replied, „That from 
what he obſerved in Lady Crowbery, he feared 
| ſhe had no great proportion of pleaſure in ber lot, 

affluent though it was, for he never remarked 3 
© countenance more ſtrongly traced with melan- 


choly.” 
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Ezekiel ſnook his head, and was ſilent. Goody 
May, with leſs reſerve, took up the ſubject, and 
ſtopt not till ſhe had exhauſted a long chapter of 
lamentations over her dear lady, as ſhe called her, 
concluding it with a pretty ſmart philippic againſt 
my Lord, which the good apoſtle, after many 
efforts, with difficulty put a ſtop to. 

Suſan in the mean while had ſeized every open- 
ing to throw in her word of praiſe, whenever Lady 
Crowbery was ſpoken of: her eyes teſtified the joy 
ſhe took in Hen good fortune, and ſhe ven- 
tured to predict E would hear of further kind 
purpoſes in his favour, when he called upon Doc- 
tor Cawdle: « For I know,” ſaid ſhe, © that my 
Lady paſſes many of her good deeds through his 
hands, and comes frequently to his houſe, where 
ſhe has long private conferences, which my:miſ- 
treſs uſed to be very curious about, and would fain 
have ſet me upon liſtening, if I would have been 
concerned in ſuch ſhabby dealings: Very likely,” 
added ſhe, “ my Lady may intend to take you 


into her own ſervice, for I have-been told that her 


footman is about to leave her, and ſettle in a pub- 
lic-houſe.“ 4 Poh!“ cried Ezekiel, « her foot- 
man indeed ! Come, Henry, if your leg will carry 
you to the Doctor's, Pl accompany you thither, 
and then we ſhall fee how matters will turn up.” 
Henry declared he found his ankle ſo much 
ſtrengthened, that with the help of Ezekiel's arm 
he would undertake the walk. Dame May fur- 
niſhed him alfo with a ſtout crutch-ſtick, and thus 
ſupported on each hand, he confidently ſallied 
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CHAPTER. IV. 


There are Secrets in all Families. 


ILST we leave our lame hero on his 
N ſlow march to Zachary's caſtle, we will 
inform our readers of a few particulars, relative 
to the lady we have lately introduced into our hiſ- 
tory, which may probably account for that air of 
melancholy, which Henry conceived he had diſco- 
vered in her looks. 
Cecilia Viſcounteſs Crowbery was the daughter 
of Sir Andrew Adamant, a wealthy baronet of 
ancient deſcent, He became a widower ſoon after 
her birth, and had no other child: ſhe was beau- 
tiful, accompliſhed, and with Sir Andrew's leave 
might be one of the richeſt heireſſes in all Eng 
land. Sir Andrew was a lofty man, circumſpect 
in his œconomy, and of a ſequeſtered turn, living 
immured in his hereditary caſtle, far diſtant from 
the capital, in the central parts of England. 
At the county races the fair Cecilia, then turned 
of ſixteen, was permitted to make her firſt appear- 
ance in a public affembly. A young cornet 
dragoons, by name Delapoer, the cadet of a no- 
ble family, well known to Sir Andrew, had the 
honour of dancing with her. The .graces of a 
fine perſon, engaging addreſs, and the flattering 
attentions he paid her in the dance, made a con- 
= of her young and yielding heart. Sir An- 
ew could not'altogether decline the honour. of 
his viſits, but that of his alliance he was in no 
humour to accept: nay, ſo little diſpoſed was he 
to adopt the younger ſon of a needy baron, that 


ke peremptorily commanded his daughter never 
to 
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to name him in his hearing, nor even to think of 
him any more: The firſt part of this command 
ſhe ſtrictly obeyed ; the latter ſhe was ſo far from 
complying with, that when all hope vaniſhed of 
conquering his objeclions, ſhe reſolutely overcame 
her own, and ſet off with him on a tour to — 
Green. 
The ſame impetuoſity of youthful paſſion, that 

drove them upon this deſperate. project, burried 


them into imprudencies in the courſe of it: they 


were overtaken by Sir Andrew on the way, and 
Cecilia was torn from her lover's arms, in the laſt 
ſtage of ber journey, too ſoon for the completion 
of the ceremony, too late for the reſcue of her 
innocence, The burthen of her woe encreaſed 
daily, till it ſwelled to a fize too big for conceal- 
ment: Zachary Cawdle, then practiſing in the 
neighbourhood of Sir Andrew, was ſecretly em- 
ployed in confidential fervices, and a male infant, 
the hero of this hiſtory, was uſhered into the 
world, 

Sir Andrew's diſcretion did not deſert him on 
this trying occaſion: provident in his meaſures, 
he took every means of attaching Zachary to his 
intereſt, and binding him to ſecrecy. Cecilia tra- 
velled for her health, attended upon by him as fa- 
mily phyſician. A tour upon the continent reſtored 


her to all the freſhneſs of her maiden bloom, and 


Zachary had all the credit of a cure which nature 
juſtly might have claimed ſome ſhare in. 

In the neighbourhood of Sir Andrew Adamant 
reſided a very werthy clergyman, of the name af 
Ratcliffe, on a benefice which had been given him 
by the baronet: to him alſo the ſecret was con- 
fided, and the infant left at his door as a found- 
ling: he chriſtened it by the name of Henry, and 
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his own bemdy. Had Sir Andrew been difpoſed 


to have given his daughter to the Honourable Mr, 


Delapoer when her ſituation was made known to 


him, it was then too late, for that young officer 
had quitted his cornetcy of dragoons and betaken 
himſelf to India, where the intereſt of his family 
had procured him an eſtabliſhment, and all cor- 
reſpondence ceaſed between him and Cecilia, In 


about two years after the birth of Henry, Lord 
Crowbery paid his addreſſes to Cecilia, and was 


accepted by Sir Andrew, who gave him a conſi- 
derable ſum with her on the marriage, and at his 
death bequeathed his whole landed eſtate in truſt 
to Cecilia and her heirs, in default of which it was 
to be at her diſpoſal. It was now about twelve 
years that Sir Andrew had been dead, and from 
that period Lady Crowbery had privately remitted 
to Mr. Ratcliffe a liberal ſtipend year by year for 
the education of young Henry; but in all this 
time, though ſhe had meditated on a variety of 
ſchemes for gaining a fight of her ſon, ſhe had 
not yet found courage to put one of them into 
execution ſince the very year of her father's death, 
when Ratcliffe made her a viſit at the family man- 
fion, on the pretence of buſineſs, and brought 
Henry with him, then a child of ſix years of age. 
On this occafion her maternal feelings were ſuch 
as to expoſe her to very imminent danger, and 
effectually prevented her from hazarding another 
interview under the jealous eye of her Lord, whoſe 
temper, after the death of her father, ſoured by 
his diſappointment of an heir, and diſcontented 
with the proviſions of the will in her favour, was 
ſo totally changed, that from this time her life was 
made wretched by his treatment of her: the cir- 
cumſtance of her elopement, which during Sir 
Andrew's life never once eſcaped his lips, was now 
* frequently 
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frequently caſt in her teeth, and ſometimes with 
dark and diſtant inſinuations attached to it, which 
ſeemed to intimate that he was not without ſuſpi- 
cion of the conſequences that followed that event; 
and certain it is, that, in ſpite of all Sir Andrew's 
precautions, whiſpers had been circulated about 
the neighbourhood at the time, unfavourable to 
Cecilia, which probably ſome ſpiteful tatler might 
have breathed into his ears, when it was under- 
ſtood amongſt his hangers-on that any ſtory they 
could pick up to the diſparagement of his unhappy 
lady, would be an office flattering to his ill-hu- 
mour, and a ſtep to his favour. _ 

Under theſe terrors, ſurrounded by ſpies, and 
continually watched by a jealous tyrant, who never- 
ſuffered her to paſs a day out of his fight, it can- 
not be wondered at if Lady Crowbery had never 
ventured upon any project for indulging herſelf 
with a ſight of her ſon, nor riſqued the danger of 
diſcloſing to a young man, of whoſe diſcretion ſhe 
could have no poſitive affurance, the important 
ſecret of his birth. 

When ſhe underſtood, from the ſtory of what 
had paſſed in the village, that a young man had 
been carried before Juſtice Blachford upon a falſe 
charge, who pleaded to the name of Henry and 
none other, an anxious curioſity tempted her to 
fee him. Though ſhe had no reaſon to ſuſpect 
her ſon had either left his faithful guardian, Mr, 
Ratcliffe, or been abandoned by him, yet the 
name he gave in with ſuch an air of myſtery to the 
Juſtice, (which had been reported to her) dwelt 
ſtrongly on her imagination, and the very firſt 
glance of her eyes upon him in the cottage-kitchen 
revived in her memory the traces of thoſe features 
the had once, and only once, fondly contemplat- 
ed. Trembling with agitation, and fearful to 
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provoke a diſcovery ſhe had not ſpirits to encoun- 
ter, ſhe did not dare to aſk him any queſtions, 
more eſpecially before witnefſes, but gave him her 
purſe, ſcarce knowing what ſhe did or ſaid upon 
beſlowing it, till, upon better recollection, ſhe 
perceived there was nothing left for ber but to 
eſcape as quickly as ſhe could, and refer him for 
what elſe might follow to her confidential friend, 
Doctor Zachary Cawdle. 


Henry in the mean while was not totally with. 


out ſome faint ſhadows of a recollection, that he 
had ſomewhere, and on ſome occaſion, at a time 
long diſtant, ſeen her before. Of a Lady Crow- 

he was pretty certain he had heard mention, 
though Ratcliffe himſelf probably never. named 
ker in his hearing, for in matters of honourable 
ſecrecy no man living was more guarded. This 
idea however only floated in his brain, and he 
made no diſcovery either to Ezekiel or Goody May 


of what was paſſing in his thoughts, though open- 


ings enough were given him by the talkative dame 
for enquiries on his part, had be been diſpoſed to 
make them. | | 
Lady Crowbery haſtened from the cottage-door 
to Zachary's, impatient to communicate to him her 
ſuſpicions. that in the perſon of his ſervant Henry 
ſhe had diſcovered her ſon. It cannot be, Ma- 
« dam,” replied Zachary, the name deceives you; 
« jt catches your ear, as it did mine, when I hired 
« him,” —* But his looks, his age, his voice, his 
whole air and perſon accord with it.“ That 
muſt be fancy,” he again obſerved ; © what can 
remember of the countenance of a child of fix 
ears old, whom.you have not ſeen theſe twelye 
years? I might as well find a likeneſs for him, who 
never ſaw hin ſince he was a babe at the breaſt.” 


= fo you way think,” d ſhe, © hut E whe" 
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on him with the eye of a mother; and I tell von, 
Zachary, he is the very picture of his father.“ 
« Well, Madam,” anſwered he, “that I ſhall not 
diſpute with you, for that will not decide the point 
in queſtion; but here is a letter that will: this 1 = 
received not many days ago from parſon. Natcliſe, 
and if you pleaſe I will read it to you.“ HTS 
means let me hear it,“ ſaid ſhe; how came du f 

not to ſhew it to me before? - Zachary told her 2 
he had been from home ſome days, and ſince his 
return confined to his chamber; and then added, 
« You will find by this letter that he was living in 
the higheſt favour and eſteem with his preceptor ; 
how can we ſuppoſe that he ſhould appear in a, 
week's time at this diſtance from his home a needy, 
naked wanderer, preſenting himſelf to be hired by 
the firſt charitable perſon that would give him food. 
and lodging ?—* Heaven only knows,” replied the 
lady; 4 1 confeſs it is moſt improbable : but what. 
is the date of your letter? It has no date,” ſaĩd 
Zachary; and I ſuſpe& has been written at ſeveral. 
intervals; but with your leave we'll read it through, 
though it is ſomewhat of the longeſt, and rambles, 
as you'll - perceive, in his deſultory manner, 
Jam well acquainted with his manner,” re- 
plicd the lady, “ and like every thing that his heart 
dictates and his pen expreſſes : ſay no more there- 
tore, but begin.” 


Zachary unfolded the letter, put on his ſpecta- 
cles, and read as follows: «» $1 %a 
« Don't tell me of the army for my dear uns, 
« known; I cannot ſpare him even to his country: 
Henry is the darling of my heart; a perfect deo» 
« dand; and if his undiſcovered parents now ſhould. 
claim him of me, I would defend my property 
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47 weeping mother was to proſtrate herſelf at my 


« feet, as a certain petitioner did at Solomon's, and 
« humbly pray for reſtitution. As I am not quite 
« ſo wiſe a king as he was, I fhould not be quite 
« ſo cunning in my cruelty, for I would ſooner 


© ſever my own heart than wound the ſmalleſt 
""Whbfe in his beloved frame. | | 
ll tell you, my ſage Doctor, what ſometimes 
-zX* occurs to me, in the pride of my heart: if I 


tc as not ſuch an ugly fellow, as you know, and 
« ſuch a profeſt woman-hater, as you have ſome- 
« times had the face to tell me, when I've called 
« you over the coals for your wicked doings, me- 
& thinks I ſhould be tempted to throw out a tub 


« to the tatlers, and put myſelf upon the world 


« for the father of this amiable foundling ; but, 


, alas! it is the only tub they won't ſwallow, for 


« they ſwear I am fo frightful that no woman will 
« come near me, and if any wou'd, they pretend 
© to ſay I am too pious to let them. Out upon 


« m ! they know little of my perſon, and leſs of 


« my piety; for I will maintain I am a great deal 
« handſomer than Socrates was, and not half fo 
« virtuous. Now I dare ſay you never took me 
©& for worſe than a heathen, and, to ſay the truth, 
« T have often thought you very little better than 
© one. 3 

« Henry lias been eighteen years under my eye; 
« if I was to fay he has no fault, I ſhould be told 
J made a monſter of him; you may ſuppoſe 
« therefore that he has faults, but I promiſe yeu 
« Fhave never found them out. He is not indeed 
tt ſo fat as you are; but that in his misfortune; in 
« form and feature he is a perfect Apollo, but then 
& he does not, like you, rival him is phyſic; nei- 
© ther does he come near him in wit, for his ta- 


s lents are rather ſolid than brilliant, and he does 


« not 
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not know how to raiſe a laugh at any mars coſt, 
« for he has no powers of ridicule; in muſic he is 
« {till further off, he touches the pipe a little, but 


« jt is not the pipe of Hermes, neither is he fit to 


« accompany the harp of Apollo. He has no me- 
« mory; offend him, and he forgets to revenge it: 
« he has no taſte for intrigue, and though our rural 
« Daphnes, peradventure, would not fly, he has 
« no paſſion for purſuits of this ſort. © He cant 


« drink, or he won't, ſo that he will never earn 
« the character of an honeſt fellow, like you and 
« me. He is the beſt hand in all theſe parts at 
« ſparring, but this art is of no uſe to him, for he 
« won't quarrel. He knows Greek moderately 


te well, Latin better, his religion beſt of all. I can 
« recollect nothing that he does in your way, Doc 


« tor, except culling of ſimples, for the very weeds 
« of creation furniſh him with meditations on the 
© wonders of the Creator: you deal with them in 
another way; electuaries, diſtillations, and diet- 
« drinks, are their deſtinies when they fall into 
« your hands. | Fre n 
« Such is my Henry. Is he fit to go forth into 


* the world, who takes every man's word for his 


« honeſty ? No, let him abide with me and obſcu- 
« rity, till Providence opens a path in which he 
© may walk with innocence and ſerenity. _ 

gave him his baptiſmal name, and called 
« him Henry: I think he ſhould have as many as 
« his neighbours ; what think you? If fo, let him 
© be henceforth Henry Fitz-Henry ! | 

„ Farewell, T. R.“ 


Zachary having concluded the letter, waited in 
ſilence for Lady Crow bery to ſpeak. After a conſi- 
derable pauſe, obſerving her ſtill buried in thought, 
he ſaid, 4 don't wonder if your Ladyſhip is on” 
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zled how to make the hero of this letter and my 
poor Henry one and the ſame perſon,” 4 *Tis 


difficult enough to reconcile it to probability,“ re- 
| plied Lady Crowbery, .I do confeſs to you; and 
I believe I muſt relinquiſh my diſcovery. Like- 
neſſes are no certain rules to go by; yet here is a 
concurrence of circumſtances in name and 


and, give me leave to fay, in nobleneſs of nature : 


Had my Henry been in this young man's ſituati- 
on, cou'd he have acquitted himſelf more nobly ? 
| therefore, at all events, let me know the hiſtory 


of this youth, for were it only for his name's ſake, 


and the impreſſion which his countenance made 
upon me, I am reſolved to be his friend, Dray 
from him the ſtory which he ſo myſteriouſly with- 
holds, and if ( which is ſtil poſſible) ſome fatal 
combination of events ſhou'd haye reduced my 
child to this diſtreſsful ſtate, I ſtill muſt bleſs the 
hand of Providence for guiding him to my protec- 
tion, and, at whatever riſque, will meet the 
diſpenfation, and fulfil the duties of a mother. 
Nevertheleſs it will behove us to be circumſpett, 
for I am encompaſſed with hoſtile and ſevere inſpec- 


tors: ſhou'd you therefore unexpectedly find my 


firſt impreſſion verified, let not ſurpriſe or curio- 
fury lead you into diſcoveries that would involve us 
all in danger; but keep the ſecret of his birth un- 
told till we can find or form occaſion fit PE ma- 
ture for our revealing it.” 

This faid, and promiſe made on Zachary" s part 
to be attentive to her inſtruftions, Lady Crowbery 
took her leave, and departed. 
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k CHAT TER. V. | 
; Our Hero relates his Adventures, A religious Con- 
q troverſy concludes with a Battle. 

b UR hero and his friend arrived at the Doc- 
Y tor's gate as Lady Crowbery's carriage drove 
? from it. Ezekiel fat down in the ſhop with Alex- 
y ander Kinloch, whilſt Henry attended Zachary's 
„ ſummons up ſtairs. He found the fat fon of 
- Apollo fitting in his night-gown and cap, and was 
* welcomed with many hearty congratulations for His 
C eſcape out of the talons of the juſtice, on" whom 
1 Zachary beſtowed many opprobrious terms, which 
y we have neither leifure nor inclination to repeat. 
e | He touched briefly upon Henry's leaving his ſer- 
2 vice, but ſo as to convince him he underſtood his 
e motives, obſerving by the way, chat Mrs. Cawdle 
I was now fo ill, that he apprehended her to be in 
„ danger; & but ſhe will take nothing,” added he, 
4 that Sawney Kinloch preſcribes to her, To that 
y ſhe has that chance for life ſtill ; for my part, 'm 


< in no condition to attend upon her.” 8 
18 Zachary had made Henry fit down to reſt his 
* leg: he now began his ſtring of interrogatories, 
2 Had he got any fervice or fituation in view? None. 
Would he come back to his old quarters? "Henry 
rt ſhook his head, bowed, and was filent. Obſery- 
5 ing this token of diſſent, Zachary ſmiled, and ſaid, 
* I ſpe, young man, you have more honeſty 
than goòd policy; I doubt you did not take * 
pains to recommend yourſelf to your miſtreſs: the 
ſaints pay well when they are pleaſed, and I gueſs 
; you do not abound: Have you any money in your 
W pocket?“ Henry exhibited the purſe, and gs 
F C 
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the donor. © So, fo!” cried the Doctor, ** that's 
a great ſum for a poor feliow ; I ſuppoſe. you never 
faw fo much money together before.” I have 
not always been in want, replied Henry. * Then 
I ſuppoſe your parents may have failed, or come 
into trouble, or ſtept aſide, perhaps, and that may 
be the reaſon you don't chuſe to publiſh your 
name; but you need not fear me, for I am 10 
tell-tale. —«* Nor I neither,” rtplied Henry. 
« Humph !” quoth Zachary, * I believe that moſt 
readily ; but methinks it ſhould be no reaſon with 
you for refuſing to confide in me, by which u 
might make a friend, and ſuch an one perbaps as 
cou'd render you more ſervices than you may be 
aware of.” He then proceeded to aſk, Had he 
a father living ? He had loſt the only father he 
ever knew. I don't comprehend you,” faid Za- 
chary; „was he not your real father? Have you 
no other name than Henry ? Was you never called 
Henry Fitz- Henry?“ The young man ftarted at 
the queſtion, and looked him earneſtly in the face. 
ed Did he know a clergyman 
in the weſt of England, of the name of Ratcliffe 
Did I know him!“ exclaimed Henry; © his 
memory will be ever dear to me: whilſt he lived1 
never knew ſorrow.” —*« Good Heaven!“ cried 
Os c is my friend Ratcliffe dead? How ſor- 
ry am I to hear it! Oh, that I had been with him 
in his ſickneſs !”— Alas !” replied Henry, © you 
cou'd have been of no uſe to him; his caſe defied 
all art ; his death was inſtantaneous, a fall from his 
horſe; an unmanageable, accurſed animal threw 
him from his back, diſlocated his neck, and in 2 
moment extinguiſhed a life moſt dear, moſt pre- 
cious, moſt divine, if man can merit that ex 
fion.” —< And are the foundling he was fo 
fond of ?“ ſaid Zachary,—* I am that diſconſolate 
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being, replied Henry, the tears ſtreaming from 
his eyes. * Be comforted,” faid the honeſt ac- 
coucheur, whoſe heart was ſympathiſing with 
Henrys, for he loved Ratcliffe, "— had a tender 
ſoul ; be comforted, my dear good-child, and 
accept of me in place of your departed friend, un- 
worthy, I confeſs, to be his ſubſtitute, but Rill a 
zealous, a ſincere one, as you thall find me. Rat- 
cliffe I loved; he was the beſt of men; I know 
how dear you was to him; therefore you are dear 
to me; though he had more experience of your 
worth than I have, his obligations to you cou'd not 
be greater than mine are; for my lite you have 
ſav'd, and alas! alas! it was not in your 
to ſave his. P'll not deceive you by 
try me; truſt me; you ſhall not be diGappointed, 
or repent that Providence has brought you-rhather. 
« I think it was the hand of Providence,” re- 
plied Henry; * for what elſe cou'd reſcue me from 


ſuch diſtreſſes as I have encountered ſince I leftmy 


patron's manßon ? As ſoon as | had ſeen his corpſe 

committed to the earth, I found myſelf a ſolitary 
being in the world, without a friend, without a 
name, without a parent That won'd own me, or at 
whoſe door I cou'd apply for ſuccour and relief. 
The houſe of my benefaQtor I neither cou'd nor 
wou'd abide in: I pack'd up a few clothes, and 
with what little money I had about me, ſet out 
upon my adventures with a ſervant of my deceaſed 
friend, who was going to London. The army was 
the reſource I had in meditation. Daily labour I 
was not uſed to, private ſervice my fpirit revolted 


from, and a foldier's muſket was at leaſt an honour- 


able, though a ſlender maintenance. On the road, 
it was my hard fortune to be attacked by footpads : 
whilſt my comrade ran off, I ſtood my wy 
and made reſiſtance tothe robbers; being Gngl, 
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I was overpowered by numbers, and left for dead, 
ſtunned with the blow of a bludgeon on my head. 
A paſſenger had the humanity to take care of me, 
and brought me to his houſe ; he was a grazier, 
and held a farm on the ſkirts of Hounflow-heath. 
Iſfoon recovered from the blow, but I had loſt my 
all; for the villains had ſtripped me even of 'the 
clothes IJ had on: with this man I paſſed a few 
days, did what work I cou'd in the houſe as well 
as field, but there was certain work within door: 
which I wou'd not do, and falling under the re- 
ſentment of his wife, a woman of an outrageous 
temper, I was ſo repreſented to him, that he dif- 
miſſed me with ignominy from his doors, penny- 
leis and friendleſs. In this extremity I called to 
-mind a certain good old woman, who had been 2 
{ſervant of Mr. Ratcliffe's, and nurſed me in my 
infancy, living, as I underſtood, at this very town 
hard by, where happily I firſt met with you: th- 
ther I bent my courſe, and the rather as I had a 
diſtant hope that ſhe could tell me ſomething that 
might guide me to my parents, for I cou'd well 
remember being often told by her, when I was of 
an age to take notice of ſuch things, that T was a 
gentleman born ; that I had as good blood in-my 
veins as the beſt man in the county, and ſuch fort 
of vague prattle as nurſes talk to children, and per- 
haps might mean nothing; yet it was a, twig to 
eatch at, and I had no better help within my reach. 
When you accoſted me in the market-place, I had 
juſt then enquired her out, and found my only 
hope was loſt; the had been dead ſome. yews. 
This with other ſorrows will account for the deſ- 
ir you found me in; it was a ſtate little ſhort of 
abſolute inſenſibility; your voice recalled me to 
ſome recollection; you reſcued me from total de- 
privation of my reaſon. What has n 
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ſince, I need not repeat; you know it all; and 


thus you have the faithful drag of my ſhort but 


{ad hiſtory.” 
The diſcovery being now compleat, and Lady 


| Crowbery's conjecture fully verified, Zachary took 


ſome time to reconnoitre the ground he was to. go 
upon, before he ventured to advance.> ſtep. Hay-. 
ing thrown himſelf back in his cafy chair, and held 
a ſhort council with his wits,” he at length broke 
ſilence, and, with a gracious ſmile, began by re- 
aſſuring Henry of his favour and ſupport. ©. Hea- 
ven forbid,” he faid, © that one ſo beloved and 
protected - by his friends ſhould be reduced to la- 
bour for his livelihood ;; he bade him think no 
more of that, he wou'd take his fortunes. on him- 
ſelf; and as he was determined not to let him. fink; 
from his former ſituation, the firſt thing he recom- 
mended him to do was, to equip himſelf with ſuch 
neceſſaries as he had occaſion for, ready made up 
from the warehouſe at the neighbouring market 
town, Take ſomebody with you,” ſays he, 
© (either Ezekiel or the old woman) to ſhew you 
the proper ſhop, and rig yourſelf out in gentle». 
man's apparel; then let me ſee you, and what you 
have laid out from your fund I will replace, As 
to my houſe, it is your own, if you chuſe to make 
uſe of it; if not, and you prefer remaining where 
you are, we can eaſily make it up to the good peo- 
ple, who give you ſhelter ; and I muſt candidly 
confeſs you will be more likely to find quiet and 
content in your cottage than under this roof with 
a certain perſon that ſhall be nameleſs.” 

Scarce were theſe words out of his mouth, when 
a violent noiſe from the chamber of Jemima, put a 
{top to all further converſation. The ſound was 
like the craſh of glaſs, and it was followed by a loud 
7 {cream, which 8 to as 

OL, 


nen 


ears the well known accent of his beloved's * 


in its higheſt and moſt diſcordant key. * Bleſg 
us!” cried he; and ſtarting from his chair, made 


. his way as nimbly as he could to his confort'y 
apartment, followed by Henry: upon opening the 


door the fragments of a glaſs bottle lay ſcattered 
on the floor, ſprinkled with a liquor which faluted 
his noſtrils with the veritable odour of Nantz : in 


another quarter of the chamber, Ezekiel Daw was 


diſcovered with a wafh-hand baſon in his hand, 
the former contents of which he had ſent back to 
their proper owner, who, though drenched with 


the polluted ſtream, was foaming with rage, and 


preparing herſelf for another onſet. 
As both parties were high in wrath and ſtrong 


in vociferation, it was not eaſy.to collect any thing 


more of the fracas, than that the glaſs bottle had 
been vollied by the fair hand of Jemima at the ſcull 


of the apoſtle, and he, with happier aim, had be- 


towed upon ber the miſcellaneous contents of the 
baſon. There was little doubt that the controverly 
had been of the religious fort, though not conduct- 
ed with all the temper diſputants on ſuch a ſubje& 


ſhould preſerve. The lady was evidently full of 


the ſpirit, and Ezekiel's zeal, though not quicken- 
ed by the fame flames, was certainly not of the 
lukewarm :* *t. He had been officious in prepat- 


ing her for tue other world, and ſhe had done her 


beſt to ſend him thither before her. Jemima con- 
tended for election and which ſhe backed 
with the argument of the brandy bottle launched 
at his head; Ezekiel preached regeneration, re- 
pentance, and a new life, which he illuſtrated with 
the inference of the waſh-hand baſon. Had Jewr 
ma's ſyllogiſm not miſſed its conſequence, it wow 
andoubtedly have been of that claſs, which certain 
logicians denominate the knock-down * 
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Ezekiel's was ned ad verecundiam; rhetoric of 
a milder ſpecies, yet not leſs efficacious, having 
reduced his opponent to a ſituation, in which any 5 
reaſonable pſa would have bluſhed at being ſeen,” 

The only way to make peace was to part the 
combatants, and this was done by Henry, who &5 
took his friend Ezekiel under the arm, and by 5 
force, rather than perſuaſion, conducted him off 
the field of battle. The eyes of Jemima caught a : 
glimpſe of him, whilſt engaged in this office, and 
that one glimpſe tended more to allay her rage, 
than all the ſedatives, which Zachary's art could 
have adminiftered ; but this it effected by a revo- 
lution rather than a reform; for whilſt it calmed 
one ſtorm, it raiſed another: ſhe now grew mawd- 
lin, and began to whine and whimper in a pite- 
ous ſort ; the old woman was ſummoned to provide 
a change of clothes, and Zachary, glad to devolve + 
his attentions upon Bridget, made a courteous crit, 
and retired to his chamber. 

Jemima in the mean time proceeded in the taſk 
of repairing the damages, which her perſon and 
apparel had incurred in her conteſt with the 
preacher, muttering revenge between whiles, and 
meditating projects for another interview with the 
youth, whole appearance had encouraged her with 
hopes that he might yet be won to continue in her 
ſervice; and as no means ſeemed ſo likely to decoy 
him as a reconciliation with Suſan, ſhe determin- 


| 
ed within herſelf inſtantly to ſtart a negotiation for 
that purpoſe. , i 


Cuarrer VI. 
Lam Merry? Let him ſing Pſalms. 


| HILST Henry walked flowly homewards 
| with E. friend Ezekiel, he was fain to 
lend a patient ear to an entire recapitulation of 
the learned controverſy, which had, like moſt 
other controverſies of the ſort, exaſperated both 


ies, and convinced neither. The good man 


ad now the whole argument to bimſelf, and ma- 
naged it after his own liking, without interrup- 
tion, branching. it out into ſo many digreſſions, and 
commenting upon it as he went on ſo diffuſively, 
that it may well be doubted if his companion was 
ane whit the wiſer, eſpecially as his thoughts were 
pre- engaged by the events that had paſſed in his 
conference with the Doctor. Ezekiel's new-birth, 
though ſtrengly inſiſted on by him as the one thing 
needful in Jemima's deſperate ſtate of health and 
morals, did not at that moment intereſt Henry 
quite ſo much as the new ſcene of things, ' which 
now ſeemed opening upon him with more auſpi- 
cious hopes than he had hitherto ventured to in- 
dulge. Nothing ſtruck Ezekiel with ſuch ſurprize, 
(as he frequently remarked to Henry) nothing 
ſeemed to him ſo unnatural in the behaviour of 


Jemima, as that ſhe ſhould be offended with bim 


for an act of kindneſs, „to which,“ added he, 
J proteſt unto you, I was moved by no other 
confideration than that of rendering her all the 
ſervice in my power; for, having heard that Mr. 
Kinloch had pronounced upon her caſe, I came in 
pure charity and good will to appriſe her that the 
had not many days to live, and for this my friendly 
office the ungrateful hufley treated me as you - 


the ey 
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but ſome natures are not ſenſible of any kindneſs 
ou can ſhew them.” 


When they arrived- at the cottage, Dame May 


and a homely, but comfortable, meal, and wel- 


mended worſe fare. Ezekiel, who had the hoſpi- 
tality, though not the purſe, of a biſhop, gave a 
nod of approbation to the women, and a hearty 


began a grace, that would have ſerved for the din- 
ner of a cardinal, and which held his meſſmates 
by the ears long enough to cool the meat and tan- 
talize their hunger: a polite preacher might have 
diſpatched a modern ſermon in the time Ezekiel 
took to warn his hearers how they indulged their 


ſooner finiſhed, than he cried out, « Fall to, my 
good friends, with a hearty ſtomach, and much 
good may it do you!“ -an inference not exactly 
correſponding with the doctrine of the text, but 
probably better ſtomached by the hearers than any 
part of it, and more readily obeyed. > | 
When hunger was appeaſed, and the fragments 
ſet by, Ezekiel, turning to his gueſt, ſaid, “ Me- 
thinks, friend Henty, thy countenance beſpeaketh 


hold it; for the fare of an honeſt man is the index 
of his thoughts. The maiden alſo, who fitteth 


ſpirits, which is to me a ſure token that I have not 
beſtowed labour in vain upon her; for whereas 


contrary is bright and joyous: our good dame alſo 
is merry, and in ſooth ſo am I; for I experience 


not 
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and Suſan had ſpread the board with clean linen, 


comed them with a ſmile, that would have recom— 


greeting to his companion. He then drew himſelf 
np to an erect poſture, and, with much ſfolemnity, 


fleſhly appetites: which exhortation he had no 


a cheerful heart; and verily it gladdens me to be- 
beſide thee, ſeemeth to participate in thy good 
the eye of the lover js ſullen and fad, her's on the 


tomething at my heart, which augurs better days: 


. —_ 
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not that I complain of time paſt in my own parti. 
cular; Heaven forbid ! I am thankful for my lot, 
and contented therewith, It is not the rich man's 
gold that is to be envied ; it is his opportunity of 
doing good therewith that I covet; to cheer the 
widow's heart, to cheriſh the helpleſs orphan, to 
employ the labouring 2 fuccour them in ſick- 
neſs, and wipe away the tear from the cheek of 
the mourner, theſe are the voluptuous enjoyments, 
| theſe the real luxuries of life, which the great may 
revel in; this is their bed of down, their feaſt of 
dainties, and their flow of pleaſure. But do th 
not too often let theſe joys eſcape them? Alas! I 
fear they do! They give, indeed, but do they bleſs 
withal? They ſcatter to the importunate and un- 


-deſerving bounties that would give life to the in- 


duſtrious, and people à whole neighbourhood. 
Oh, Henry! if ever thou art favoured with the 
gifts of fortune, forget not, I conjure thee, that 
thau waſt once the pooreſt of the poor.” 

« Behold, I am the favourite of fortune,” cried 
the youth, putting his purſe on the table, © and 
no longer pooreſt of the poor, therefore hear me 
at this moment declare, that never in any future 
period of my life, whilſt I am poſſeſſed of memory, 
will I fail to bear in mind the fad degree of helpleſs 

ury in which this unſolicited bounty found me, 
and leaſt of all will I forget your goodneſs to me, 
my generous friends, your charitable protection in 
the hour of trial: and ſee! here are the means to 
add ſome comforts to this beloved circle, and yet 
vide me with all I am in want of.“ 25 
„ What?” exclaimed Ezekiel, 4 ſhall we do 
to our fellow creatures and be paid for. it by 
filthy lucre? Shall we ſerve two maſters at a time, 
praiſe God with our lips, and worſhip Mammen 
in our hearts? Periſh all ſuch double-minded 

bypocriſſ! 
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hypocriſy! be far from me ſach phariſaical-eye-ſer- 


vice! No, young man, the maſter I ſerve is able 


to recompence me, and him only will l worthip.” | 
He now began to tune his voice to thankſgiving, 


and gave out Mr. Addiſon's beautiful hymn: — 
les all thy mercies,, O my God, 
« My rifing ſoul furveys.”— = 


The chorus was now full, for both Henry and 
Suſan here could bear a part, as the words were 
familiar to them; and had not honeſt Daw and 
the Dame, in their zeal, effectually drowned the 
more melodious voices: of the younger choriſters, 
the concert would have been more tuneable than 
it was; but Ezekiel roared with mighe and main, 
and the old woman blew the trumpet through her 
noſe with ſuch a twang, that the cottage. echoed 
with the din, and to add to the craſh, the cow- 
boy, who was: then in the act of driving the pariſh 


kerd from their common, hearing the chorus, put 


the horn to his mouth, and ſtopping directly be- 
fore the cottage window, ſent forth ſuch a deter- 
mined blaſt, in malicious unifon with Goody May's 
noſe, as had well nigh overthrown the gravity of 
Henry and Sufan, in ſpite of all their reſpe& for 
Ezekiel, and the pious taſk they were employed 


upon: very different was the effect it took with 


him, for no ſooner had he wound off his cadence 
with the accompaniment of, the faid cow-born, 
than he fallied from his caſtle, and angrily de- 
manded of the lad what he meant by winding his 
horn in fuch a manner under his window, pur- 
poſely to diſturb and ridicule him in his deyotions. 

The lad, who was brother to that John Jenkins, 
whom Ezekiel had taken to taſk at the Juſtice's, 
ſtared at him with a contemptuous grin, and gave 


except 
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no anſwer. Doſt thou laugh in my face,” cried 
Ezekiel, „thou unſanctified cub ? I know thee, 
Joe Jenkins, I know thee well, and all thy kin, 
for a generation of ſcorners : fie on thee, repro. 
bate l fie: on thee!” he was proceeding, when 
the ſaucy rogue, without any apology, 1lily put the 
horn again to his mouth, and turning it towards 


the orator, gave him ſuch another dolorous blaſt + 


. 


in his ear, as drove him back into the cotta 
almoſt deafened with the twang, What was ok 
done? The preacher was too much a man of 

to chaſtiſe him with his iſ, and as for his tongue, 
loud though it was, it made no battle againſt the 
horn and the horn-maſter, who by long practice 
had acquired the art of giving ſuch a tone to it, 


as nothing but the patient cars of a cow could 


ſubmit to be tortured with. 

Here ſome of my readers may remark, that 
Henry ought to have turned out in ſupport of his 
friend; but they will be pleaſed to recollect, in 


extenuation of his omiſſion, that he had ſuffic-, | 


ently ſmarted for his fray with the miller; that 
the ſtocks were in his ſight, as well as his remem- 
brance ; and that he was at this very time fo di 
abled with a ſprained ankle, that he could as fooh 


' have caught the birds of the air, as the nimble- 


heeled mufician: if none of theſe reaſons will 


ſuffice to exculpate him, I have none elſe to offer, 


that he was juſt now engaged in a conver- 
fation with Suſan, which though con, yed by the 
eyes, in a language not altogether ſo ſonorous as 
the horn, was not leſs intelligible, and probably 
more intereſting to both parties, than what was 
paſſing without doors: in ſhort, there was an in- 
terchange of looks, which Goody May either did 
not underſtand, or underſtanding did not fee oc- 
caſion to interrupt. | | 
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It cannot be diſguiſed, that Suſan May had 
thoughts in her head that did not entirely ſquare | 


with thoſe ſelf-denying maxims, which Ezekiel 
Daw had piouſly laboured to impreſs upon her: 
ſhe had the advantage both of years and expe- 


rience over the youth, upon whoſe. heart the 


ſeemed to level her attack: three years of her life 
ſhe had paſſed in the ſchool of Mrs. Cawdle, who 
was herſelf no mean proficient in the arts of in- 


trigue; and though ſhe had now renounced that 


ſervice, it may well be doubted, if there were not 
other motives for her making this facrifice, than 
purely the moral merit of the act itſelf. Of her 


paſſion for Henry ſhe had given unequivocal proots, 


not only in her interview with him, which Wee- 
vil and his party broke up, but in that alſo, which 
Ezekiel interrupted. With a perſon uncommonly 
attractive, Me had a heart peculiarly ſuſceptible; 


and when ſhe repulſed the attack of Juſtice Blach- 


ford, it was probably more the reſult of an utter 
diſlike of his perſon, than of any fixt and conſti- 
tutional abhorrence of his propoſals. Such was 
her ſuperiority over every girl of the village in 
point of charms, that not one amongſt them could 
retain her ſweetheart, if Suſan's eye once glanced 
encouragement upon him; but this ſhe ſeldom 
condeſcended to, and then only-in the way of a 
little fly revenge for their ſpite and malice againſt 
her; real liking ſhe beſtowed on none; their 
clowniſhnelſs, and her ambition, rendered her in- 


exorable to all ſuch ſuitors; but to the es of 
Henry's perſon ſhe had nothing to oppoſe; there 


was a traitor in the fortreſs of honour, that had 


he been diſpoſed to have ſummoned it, would have 


been found a very buſy agent for a ſurrender. 


Hence it eame to paſs, that Ezekiel Daw had 


no ſooner bolted from his caſtle to reprĩmand the 
I 3 | obſtre- 
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obſtreporous muſician, whoſe accompaniment had 


availed herſelf of the lucky interval to glance a 


lobk at her beloved Henry, that plainly ſpoke the 


diſpoſition ſhe was in to profit by ſuch an oppor- 


tunity, and the good will the bore to the cow-boy 


for ſupplying her with the preſent one, however 
ſhort: it fairly told him, that if Ezekiel had not 


.» fo critically interpoſed to reſcue her from his arms 


on a late occaſion, ſhe could have found in her 
heart to have forgiven him, and would have met 
the conſequences without accuſing her ill fortune. 
Mirth and good cheer had warmed the heart of 
Henry; the chilling blaſts of poverty were for the 
preſent diſperſed ; Suſan's eyes were tov plain- 
ſpoken for him to miſs” their meaning, and his 
ſpirits too much exhilirated to be totally inſenſible 
to the purport of it. Ezekiel, however, ſoon re- 
turned, and the ſcene was change. 

When the affair of the cow-boy and his horn 
had had its proper ſhare of diſcuſſion, the party 
began to talk over the buſineſs of providing Henry 
with the neceſſaries he was to purchaſe ; and it was 
determined to go the next morning to the neigh» 
bouring market town, which being upon the coaſt, 
and a port for ſmall veſſels, was furniſhed with all 
ſuch articles as he was in want of, ready made: 
the diſtance did not exceed two miles, and Henry 


was of opinion he could walk thither in the pre- - 


ſent condition of his ankle, by the help of a ſtout 
ſtick, which ſtood in the corner of the room, and 
was in fact the paſtoral ſtaff of the itinerant apoſ- 
tle Ezekiel, who alſo offered to accompany him, 
and render him his farther help by the way. Su- 


ſan, it may be ſuppoſed, was not backward in her 


tenders, and having been in the practice of mał- 


ing frequent purchaſes for Mrs. Cawdle at à cer: 


tain 


fo annoyed him in his pſalmody, than Suſan May 
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tain ſhop of all ſorts in the aforeſæd place, was a 
party by no means to be left out of the expedition. 
he order of march was therefore finally ſdarrang- 
ed. that Suſan, under guard of Ezekiel and Henry, 
{ould ſet out with the firſt ot the morning, leav- 
mg Dame May in charge of the cottage, and alſo 
to provide the meal that was to cheer them on 
their return. 6 ©: oe at = S 
A council was next held for lodging the com- 
pany, male and female; and whereas their bar- 
racks were not quite ſo roomy as might be wiſhed, 
it was not without ſome arguing pro and con, that 
it was at laſt ſettled, that the mother and daugh- 
ter ſhould occupy the bed in which Henry hack 
repoſed himſelf the night before; that Ezekiel 
mould keep his own quarters in the cockloft to 
himſelf alone; and that a certain couch, which 
preſented itſelf as a ſuccedaneum ready for ſer- 
vice, in Dame May's chamber, ſhould be brought 
into the common room, and, with the help of a 
mattraſs, converted into a crib bed, for the ſole 
uſe and behoof of Henry their gueſtt. 
Theſe regulations made and agreed to, the par- 
ties drew themſelves together in a circle round the 
hearth, where a few embers ſerved to light Eze- 
kiel's pipe, whilſt the Dame took her knitting and 
Suſan her needle, when. a converſation. enſued, 
which hall be recorded in the next chapter. 


£ 


CHAPTER VII. 


Our Hero gratifies the Curisfty of his Hef. 
10 ETHINKS,” cried Ezekiel, taking the 


pipe from his mouth, “ there is a ti 

friend Henry, when honeſt men ſhould underſt 
each other, and throw aſide concealment: now I 
do not think thou canſt charge me with an impor- 
tunate curioſity in thy particular, having been con- 
tent to know thee by none other name, than what 
thy ſponſors gave thee at thy baptiſm, ever ſince 
thou refuſedſt to plead to the queſtion of the Juf- 
tice. Thou wilt ſay, peradventure, that charity 
maketh no conditions; that the good Sarharitan 
needed not to enquire the name of him, who hdd 
fallen amongſt thieves; and true it is; that I did 
notthereupon ſhut my bowels of compaſſion againſt 
thee, becauſe thon didſt withhold an anſwer to the 
magiſtrate's demand: yet having now conſorted 
with thee at bed and board, and lived with thee 
as it were with mine own familiar friend, it ſeew- 
eth meet no longer to diſguiſe from us thy name 
and hiſtory, ſeeing that we may either do thee lels 
or more than juſtice, by our vague conjectures, for 
whilſt we are in darkneſs we are liable to ſtamble.” 

6 True, repliedthe youth, „ your concluſions 
* are juſt, and your friendſhip gives you a right to 
know all of me that I know of myſelf; yet can 
give you little better fatisfaction than I gave to the 
Juſtice, though I ſhall not content myſelf with the 
ſame ſhort anſwer as I made to him. The obſcu- 
rity, which involves my birth, is a ſecret impene- 
trable tome; and as I know not what name have 
à right to take, I do not venture upon any. _ 


4 — * * r 
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have, a parent yet living, whoſe eye can trace me 
to my preſent poor condition, there may ſtill be 
hope of its amendment, for I have not always 


been thus loſt and neglected;; at all events it will 
behove me ſo to act in this my humble and reduced 


oondition, that the reaſons, which obtain for the 


obſcurity I am kept in, may not owe their conti- 
nuance to my miſconduct and difgrace z ſo ſhall it 
be to their ſhame only, who conceal my birth, and 
not to mine, if it is never revealed in any future 
time.“ 2 


« Aye,” cried Ezekiel, “ and it will be to their | 


everlaſting condemnation in tive life to come; for 
how can they expect to be received into the lot of 
the righteous, who abandon their offspring, and 
profeffing themſelves to be rational creatures, re- 


ſponſible to their Creator, negleCt thoſe natural 


duties, which even the brutes inſtinctively folfil ? 
We will grant what ſeemeth probable to be the 
caſe, that thou art what is vulgarly called baſe- be- 
gotten; what then? the baſeneſs is not thine, but 
their's who ſo begot thee. Is this a reaſon, that 
to che crime of bringing thee into the world un- 


_ lawfully, they ſhould add that of abandoning thee 


unmercifully ? Woe, treble woe to all ſuch finful 
monſters ! — But proceed, for thy narration is in- 
tereſting.” 

„ That I appear to you,” ſaid Henry, © at 
preſent in the light of a deſerted being, I cannot. 
wonder; but I rather fuſpe& it is owing to the 
fatal accident that deprived me of ſupport by the 
ſudden death of my protector, than to any abſo- 
lute dereliction of me by my unknown parents, if 
I have any ſuch now living. The excellent perſon 


who educated and maintained me from my infan- 
cy, was a clergyman,” moderately beneficed, and 


I never heard that he had any other means than 
| nis 


— 


— 
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that he was ſecretly furniſhed for the purpoſe, elſe 


dulgently brought up in the abundance of every 
thing that could contribute to my comfort and 
improvement, If he knew the ſecret of my birtk, 
he kept it faithfully, for he never opened the 
Mlighteſt hint of it to me; and as his death was 


munication through his channel was ſhut upon me 
at once; and having neither right, means, nor 
inclination to keep my ſtation in a houſe, that with: 
my benefactor's deceaſe, devolved upon a ſucceſ- 
ſor, | threw myſelf upon the world too baſtily 


gitimate.“ 

« Yes, verily,” anſwered the preacher, in thou 
wert born in ſin, for the world is full of fornica- 
tion and all manner of uncleanneſs; the age is 
groſs and carnal; the ſons and the daughters of 
Beliab-revel in the face of the ſun: in vain; doth 
thepreacher cry out to the ſtrangers. and pilgrims 
upon earth to, abſtain, they ſtop their cars; he 
crieth in vain; they will not liſten to his voice, 


hoarſe with preaching to this adulterous . genera» 
tion; my tongue cleaveth to the roof of my mouth 


? with crying out to the daughters of the land to 


ſſeſs their veſſels in ſanctification, but in vain; 
though I warn them late and early, they heed me 


witnefſeth to their dichonour; the damſels are like 
the kids of the goats in coupling time, the young 
men like ſed horſes in che morning, every one 


his church - preferment; I muſt believe ente | 


indeed I ſhould have been a burthen greater than 
he could have borne, for I was carefully and in- 


inſtantaneous, by a fall from his horſe, all com- 


perhaps in point of prudence, for certainiy till 
that period I never knew mis fortune. Upon the 
whole, I Join with you in believing that I am ille- 


preach he never ſo wiſely. For my part, I am 


not; my whole flock is gone aſtray, every hedge 
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neighing after his neighbour's wife, whilſt I; if 4 A 
wake or a fair or the ſound of the pipe calls them | F 
off, though in the midſt of a ſermon, am teft by, 
myſclf like a lodge in a garden of cucumbers,” ., N 
Henry ſmiled; Suſan looked archly under her 1 
eyelids! Ezekiel, good man, had: ſtrayed away = 
from the topic they were upon in the true ſpirit of 
digreſſion, but baving at length come back to the _ 
track, after a few whiffs for the benefit of recol - 
lection, he demanded of Henry, if he had rightly 
underſtood him, that the perſon who had taken 
charge of him, was a clergyman of the church of 
England? — Henry informed him that he was a' 
clergyman of the eſtabliſhed church, and one that 
was an ornament to his profeſſion; an admirable 
preacher, a deep ſcholar and a found divine. 
„% Humph!“ quoth Ezekiel.“ A man,“ conti- 
nued Henry, * of exemplary morals, uublemiſhed 
honour and a heart as gentle as. the dew of hea- 
ven.” —Ezekiel applied to his pipe with double 
diligence, and was enveloped with à cloud of 
ſmoke. Whilſt he lived_I knew no ſorrow; I 
had no other teacher; he was at once my precep- 
tor, friend, and father,” —“ I believe it,” ſaid” 
Ezekiel.—“ He was ſuch a friend as perhaps no 
father now diſcovered could replace. None i 
ſuch, I dare ſay, will be diſcovered,” replied Eze- _—_ 
kiel: „Are thine eyes darkened? Doſt thou not i 
at once diſcern that thou art Iſhmael, the fon of 4 
the bond-woman, and like him caſt out into the 'Þ 0 
wilderneſs, to ſeek thy fortune, without portion 1 
or inheritance ?”—* You ſpeak by alluſion,” ſaid +} 
Henry, „and I may not rightly interpret -your- © Wi 
meaning; but if you ſuppoſe that I am the natural 
ſon of that exemplary divine, you do me too much 
honour, and him great injuſtice ; therefore haniſh 
all thoſe ſuſpicions from your mind at once, and 
&* though 


5 - - 
—— 
— 


x 
Y % 
===?" — * q * 
Xx # - oh —" 1 Py. ws all » 

ad rn a n 32 

BB ³˙ . 1 333 

r= ' 2 . th 
= Gs " —» l — E 1 p a k A a g 
_—_ 1 1 1 SY - - We = \ \ 


— — 


184 e 


though I cannot expect you to reverence his cha. 
racter as I do who knew it, I do expect that you 
will not wound my feelings by ſuggeſtions ſo un- 
worthy of it. Don't let me appear captious by 
what I now ſay, but the reſpect which my expe- 
rience of his virtues has engrafted on my heart, 
will-not' ſuffer any ſtain to be caſt upon his memo- 
ry; tohim I owe the ſenſe and conviction of this 
and every other principle of rectitude and Juſtice; 
and if I deviate from it, the tranſgreſſion will ie 
at my own door: but I truſt I ſhall not ſo offend 
. againſt his inſtructions, as to grieve his departed 
ſpirit; and as I have endured adverſity with tole- 
rable reſignation and compoſure, I hope, if it ſhall 
pleaſe Heaven to reverſe my lot, I ſhall not be 
found wholly undeſerving of proſperity.” 
Ezekiel knotked the aſhes out of his pipe, and 
ſate filent in profound meditation—Suſan fighed 
and kept her eyes fixt upon her work, Goody 
May went on with her knitting, obſerving however 
by the way, that a mother who neglected her own 
offspring was worſe than an infidel. At length. 
Ezekiel, awaking from his reverie, remarked, that 
he had ſomewhere read, or elſe been told, of a 
certain ſon in the like myſterious circumſtances, 
who had either married his own mother, or had a 
child by her, he could not exactly ſay which, but 
he remembered it was a very ſhocking ſtory.— 
« Whichever it was,” Henry replied, “ it wou'd 
not be his caſe; there was one ſure way to eſcape 
ſhipwreck, by never going to ſea.” Here Suſan 
glanced a look at him, which ſeemed to ſay, Make 
no raſh reſolutions.— Goody May in her natural 
manner ſaid, Well, well! I can vouch for it you- 
are not my ſon. —< Nor any body's relation in 
this company, I dare ſay,” added Suſan, —Ezeki 
next, with much gravity, put in his proteſt * 
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the poſſibility of any claim being made upon him, 


for reaſons which he ſhould keep to himſelf; and 
concluded by ſaying, „He did not doubt but the 
fin laid at the door of ſome high-born huſſey, for 
he believed from his heart there were many dark 
doings amongſt them; few of them he feared were 
like good Lady Crowbery ; ſhe was a non-ſuch, a 
pattern of purity,” —This led him into another 
digreſſion, in which he took a circuit round the 
neighbourhood, which ſet him down at the next 
door with Juſtice Blachford, who, he obſerved, 
was keen in ſpying out ſmall treſpaſſes in others, 
and overlooking great ones in himſelf. 

« Aye, ſo the people ſay,” cried Goody May; 


© but who believes them? Did not they ſcandalize 


my poor dear child, no longer ago than yeſterday, 
when Henry was defore his worſhip? I am fure, 
if I thought any harm of Mr. Blachford in that 


way, I ſhou'd not have liſtened to the offer he 
made me this very mdrning for my Suſan; yet 


ſuch a place as Mrs. Locket's, the houſekeeper, for 
a young woman out of ſervice as ſhe is, does not 


fall to every body's lot: Iam certain the late gen- 


tle woman made a pretty penny by it, aye! and 
went as handſomely the whilſt as the beſt ſhe in 
the county,” _. wb 2 

« Went as handſomely!” repeated Ezekiel ; 


« what doſt thou infer from that, good dame, but 


that ſervants dreſs out of character, and ſhew the 


world they either ſpend more than they earn, or 


earn more than their wages ?” 
A converſation was now ſtarted between the 


Doctor and the Dame, which branched out into 


many diſcuſſions not very edifying, were I to at- 
tempt the relation of them, in all wich the hero 
of our hiſtory had little intereſt, and took no part: 


* 
1 


Suſan indeed could have told a tale of Juſtice / 


Blachford, 


* 
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Blachford, that might have ended the debate at 


once, but ſhe was in the firſt place under promiſ: 


of ſecrecy, and in the next not in the humour to 


- unfold it before the company preſent. 


Upon the whole it was plain, that although 
Ezekiel mingled much good reaſon with many od. 
- diries, yet the worldly advantages of a gainful place, 

and the ſoothing meaſures Blachford had taken 
to inſure an intereſt with the mother of Suſan, 
had their due influence with her, not withſtanding 


all that the hazard of the ſituation, or the fince- 


rity of honeſt Daw, could object to deter her, 


— 


— Fr 
: 1 
CnarTer VII. 
Love and Ambition are no Friends is Sleep. 


"HE day was now cloſing, and twilight faintly 
ſerved to uſher the ſeveral parties .to-their 
repoſe ; the couch was ſpread in the kitchen for 
Henry, in which taſk the fair hands of Suſan had 
= principal ſhare; and Ezekiel aſcended to bis 
oft, 
All, who have experienced the effects of love or 
ambition, will acknowledge that neither of theſe 
paſſions are endued with any ſoporific qualities; 
whilſt Sufan's thoughts were kept awake by one, 
her mother's imagination was haunted dy, we 
other: the image of Henry ſtretcht upon his pak 


let in all the captivating bloom of youthful beauty 
formed a plowing viſion in the buſy fancy of that 


fond damſel, which baniſhed fleep : whilſt the 


warm imagination of the fond mother pictured her 


beloved daughter in the ſtate and dignity of boule- 
"re : keeper 


— 
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keeper to Squire Blachford, with all the inſignia 
of her office about her; the keys at her fide, pic» - 
kles and preſerves, prefles filled with linen, and 
ſtores of all ſorts in her charge, with humble 
houſemaids waiting to obey her nod and reſt was 
no leſs baniſhed from her eyes. Each party being 
thus poſſeſſed by her ruling paſſion, they proceeded 


rather of alternate ſoliloquy, in which both exclu- 
fively indulged their own favourite ideas, yet nei- 
ther perceived that ſhe was talking to herſelf, 

« Well, to be ſure,” cried Suſan, „ ſome peo- 
ple in the world muſt be abſolutely void of feeling 
they muſt be monſters in nature, who abandon 
their own child: in my opinion, be they what they - 
may, they might be proud to acknowledge ſuch a 
ſon as Henry.“ 7 * : 2 

©« Very true,” quoth the mother; © and the 
more I think of it the more I az convinced; not- 
withſtanding all that Mr. Daw can ſay to the con- 
trary, that it will be the wiſeſt thing you can do to 
cloſe with the Squire's propoſal, - Why, lack-a- 
day!] ſuch offers don't come every day.” | 

„ Search the kingdom through,” continued 
Suſan, „ you ſhall not ſee a finer, ſhapelier, love- 
lier figure in ten thouſand, nor one that, in ſpite. 
l of his poor apparel, has more the air of a gentle- 
: man.? | OE IJ 
; ] dare fay,” reſumed the Dame, * that what 
with perquiſites and preſents,” and ſuch like fair 


: comings-in, you will make it worth you a good 
ö twenty pounds a year, aye belike, and more than 
| twenty; why, *tis a fortune, girl; and he ſaid he 


would not haggle with you about wages.” 


| Tl bet a wager, when he is dreſſed in his new - 
| cloathes to-morrow, there will not be ſo. charming 


a fellow in this county, nor the next to it. Oh! 
| i mother 


to vent their meditations in a kind of dialogue, or. 
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mother, let preacher Daw talk till he is hoarſe, he 
ſhall never talk me out of my ſenſes.” | 
No, to be ſure, girl, you are of an ape to 
carve for yourſelf; befides, what can he know of 
theſe matters ?” Sl | 
« Nothing,” replied Suſan, nothing in n. 
ture; you heard him ſay he had reaſons of his 
own why Henry cou'd not be his ſon: O' my con- 
ſcience ! I believe him, poor man; thoſe reaſons 
of his are ſoon gueſſed at: he knows no more about 
it than this bed-poſt ; nay, not ſo much, for hoy 
ſhou'd he come at it ?” OA ; 
% Lack-a-day!” reſumed the dame, * he isz 
goodly pious creature; but he forgets that young 
women have their fortunes to mae.“ 
« Aye, and their pleaſures to purſue,” added 
Suſan; „ though, with his good-will, they ſhou'd 


do nothing but ſing pſalms and hear ſermons; if | 


he had his way, he wou'd be for locking us all up 
like nuns in a cloiſter,” . 

„Well, well then, follow your own fancy, and 
don't heed what he ſays to prevent it.“ 

That's my good ie quoth the hap 
girl, nimbly turning herſelf about; * 5 faith, 
follow your advice, and not regard what he fays 
to the contrary. A fine piece of work he made 
forſooth about nothing, only becauſe the dear lad 
gave me a civil kiſs and no harm done!? 

c I told him there was no harm,” rejoined the 
Dame, © I told him he was too ſtrait-laced in thoſe 
matters; and I dare fay, if the Squire offers at any 
ſuch liberties, your own diſcretion will take care 
no hirm ſhall follow it; one wou'd not loſe a friend 
for ſuch little freedoms, ſo long as they are inno- 
. cent ones.” * 8 

« The Squire, indeed !” cried Suſan; & name 
him not, filthy creature, I abhor and deteſt — 
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and had rather a toad ſhou'd touch me than he; 
but Henry — 8 
« What has got in your head now?” replied 

the mother, ſomewhat peeviſhly; I am talking 
to you of Squire Blachford, and you are rambling 
about Henry: I am recommending a_ good place 
to you, and your thoughts run a gadding after the 
lad in the next room. Ah! Sufan, Suſan ! thou 
wilt always be a gill-flirt, hankering and hankering 
for everlaſtiag after the young fellows, but don't 
forget the main chance, my girl; remember ſer- 
vice is no inheritance ; make hay, as the ſaying is, 
while the ſun ſhines, and don't.let a good thing go 
by you.“ Tank, | £ 

7 It may be a good thing in one ſenſe,” ſaid 
Suſan, ** but there is a very bad thing belonging 
to it. I know the Squire full well, and for what 
baſe purpoſes he makes this offer : he wou'd have 
me be to him as Mrs. Locket was, whom he's tir d 
of, but I ſcorn it ; I wou'd ſooner beg my bread 
round the world with Henry than ride in my coach 
with ſuch a naſty, black, old, heartleſs wretch as 
the Squire. Ah! mother, mother, all his kind- 
neſs to you is but coaxing and cajoling to make a 
fool of you, and ſomething elſe of me. If you had 
but ſe-n what he did yeſterday.” —« Why, what 
did he do?” eagerly exclaimed the mother, <* you 
frighten me out of my wits,” —*« *T'was well 1 
frightened him out of his, replied Suſan, « by 
ſcreaming and ſtruggling, and forcing him to let 
me looſe, or I know not what wou'd have ha 
ed; but I got out of his clutches, and made him 
let Henry out of the ſtocks, or I wou'd have ex- 
poſed him to the whole neighbourhood. But now, 
mother, don't fay a word of what Pve told 
for I gave him my promiſe I wou'd not tell of it; 
nor wou'd I have opened my lips, if you had not 


preſſed 
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ed me about his offer, which, I am fure you 
wou'd not now wiſh me to acc 
« Not for the wealth of the world, my child, 
replied the good Dame, © wou'd I have you take 
a ſervice on ſuch terms. Well, of a certain that 
man muſt have the cunning of the devil in him, 
for he talked to me in ſuch a ſtile, that I no knw 
believed any one of the bad tories that are told of 
him, but took them all to be mere ſpite and m- 
lice; and when Mr. Daw talked againſt him 


while ago, I took his part, and was angry wih 


the good man for liſtening to ſuch fables : Alack 
a-day ! what a world is this we live in!” 

Dame May had- now got into the moralizing 
vein, the lulling quality of which ſoon began to 
take effect; her words died away in drowſy mur- 
murs, the viſions of ambition faded from her fight, 


and the gentle god of fleep no longer needed ſol- 


citation to befriend his aged votary after the ac· 

cuſtomed ſort. 

Half of his taſk was ſtill unfiniſhed; the bright 

es of Suſan were not ſo willing to be cloſed, nor 
could he ſtill the throbbing of a young high- .paſſ 
oned heart, which panted for other conſolation 
than his ſoft quiet could beſtow. The wander- 
ings of fancy were not ſo eaſily allayed, and pro- 
jects upon projects roſe in ſucceſſion to puzzle and 
perplex her brain: but even meditation and the 
thoughts of love will yield at laſt to Natures hind 
reforer, balmy ſleep ; and though, perhaps, there 
were other arms in which ſhe would more gladly 


have repoſed herſelf, the love-ſick damſel fell at 


length into the embrace of that deluſive power, 
which has nothing to beſtow but dreams and viſi- 
ons and unreal ſhades. | | 
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CuaPTER IX. 


A demeſlic Scene in upper Life. 


toe from the pallet of the fleeping damſel, to 
viſit the more ſplendid but leſs peaceful chamber 
of the Lady Crowbery. 


to her room, hoping there to pals a few undiſturb- 
was full, and her thoughts unſettled ; in ſpite of 


that ſhe had recognized. the picture, which memo- 
ry had preſerved of her child, matured but not 

obliterated by time; and the longer her mind pon» 
dered upon it, the ſtronger her perſuaſion grew, 
though againſt probability, that ſhe had diſcovered 
her ſon in the perſon of this myſterious ſtranger. 
His name, age, form, nay his very voice, ſtruck 


this idea, which, like a fpell, poſſeſſed her ſenſes, 
and diflolved her into tears. 


At this moment a meſſage from her Lord ſum- 
moned her to his preſence : unſeaſonable t 
it was, ſhe well knew no excuſes for delay would 
be allowed, and ſhe inſtantly obeyed. She * 
him with Blachford and two other perſons, 


other a captain of marines, who bore his name, 
and was acknowledged as a near relation. Bloated 


ET us now ſteal away with filent tread on tip- 


Upon her return from Zachary's, ſhe crept up 


ed moments of private meditation, for her heart 
the letter ſhe had lately heard read to her, ſhe - 
could not diveſt herſelf of the firſt impreſſion * 


which the fight of Henry had made upon her 
heart. In his features the perſiſted, to believe 


her ear as conveying the ſame tones, only deepened | 
by manhood; in ſhort ſhe ſurrendered herſelf to 


one an attorney who managed his eſtate, and — 
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192 H E N R T. 
by the flattery of- tcheſe his conſtant ſattelites, and 
ſecluded from the reſt of the world, his pride, Ta. 
conſequence and ill- humour were without con- 
troul; and as nothing met his eye of which he was 
not the lord and maſter, he was become the def: 
pun tyrant of the ſphere in which he moyed. 
chford found it convenient to court his favour, 
for his property, extended far and wide over the 
neighbourhood ; and ſuch intereſt as-is attached 
to property he could not fail to poſſeſs, and did not 
© ſcruple to exert. Blachford's ſmall eſtate was ſur- 
rounded by his lands and manors; the counte- 
nance of Lord Crowbery was alſo the more to be 
coveted, becauſe he lived upon very diſtant terns 
with every other gentleman in theneighbourhood, 
He had been giving the Peer an account of Henry, 
and the ſeveral circumſtances that had come out 
at his examination. In telling a ſtory he had an 
art of ſhaping it to his purpoſes, and on theſe de- 
caſions any one might have ſuppoſed: him to de 
upon the beſt terms with truth, ſo free did he 
make with it. He ſpoke of his priſoner's behavi- 
our as highly infolent and contumacious, and 
though of neceſſity he had releaſed him upon 
WeeviPs evidence, yet he ſtil conſidered him as 
a ſuſpicious character; he obſerved, that it v 
not impoſſible but the whole might have been an 
artful colluſion between him and Bowſey; and 
though the law would not bear him out in com- 
mitting him to priſon, it was no rule to him in 
matters of opinion, and as far as that went, he for 
one could not bring his mind to acquit him of 
the guilt. , | 
Whilſt Henry and Ezekiel were upon their. viſit 
to Zachary, Blachford had been with Goody May 
upon the ſubject of the houſe-keeper's place, and 
by her he was told of Lady Crowbery's _ 


MO 
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her houſe, and of the bounty ſhe had beſtowed 
upon Henry. This be how good-naturedly im- 
parted to my Lord, -not willing that'any of het 
good deeds ſhould be loſt, extolling her charity, 
but doubting as to the worthineſs of the odject it 
was employed upon. Appearances, he confeſſed, 
were apt to miſlead, and in no cafe more likely ſo 
to do than in that of the young man in queſtion, 
who, he muſt ſay, was one of the handſomeſt fel- 
lows he ever ſet his eyes on, and it was very natu- 
ral on that account to feel a prejudice in his fac 
vour ; he owned that he himſelf had experienced 
it whilſt he had him under examination; and if he, 
being a man, was ſenſible of it towards one of his 
own ſex, it was not to be wondered at if the ſofter 
heart of a woman was affected by it in the ſame, 
or even a greater degree. 

This was enough for all the ſpiteful purpoſes of 
Blachford ; it was putting the match to the train 
of combuſtibles in the jealous boſom of the Peer; 
who muttered to himſelf ſomething not quite dif- 
tint enough to be clearly overheard by his com- 
pany, rung the bell and diſmifſed a ſervant to his 

lady with the meflage already reported. 

+ Upon her entering the room he received her 
with a kind of ironical civility, exprefling his hope 
that ſhe had had an agreeable airing : he next en- 
quired where ſhe had been? To the apothecary's 
And to no other place? She recollected havi 
ſtopped at the cottage of Goody May. Anddidn 
ſhe recolle& any thing more than fimply ſtopping 
at her door? Cou'tn't ſhe recollett entering the 
cottage ? Cou'dn't ſhe call to mind her own good 
deeds there performed, and the very generous me- 
thod ſhe took of chearing the widow's heart, 
letting her ſee how bountiful ſne could be to a 
ſtranger and a vagabond at the very firſt 7 
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The fame of her charity, he ſaid, had circulated 
through the whole village, and their demands up⸗ 


on her in future could not fail to be very high ; for 
what was there which the reſident and. induſtrions 
poor might not reaſonably expect from one, why 


had ſo much to throw away upon the idle and un- 


deſerving.?—Her anſwer was very ſhort. She v 
always ſorry when her little charities were made 
matter of report; but ſhe. perceived ſhe had ſong 
friend, (and here ſhe pointed a look at Blachford) 
who was not diſpoſed to let her ſlighteſt aQions 
paſs unpoticed. She had indeed given à ſmall 
matter to the young man, who had been 

hended upon a falſe charge; and from the circum- 
ſtances, which then appeared, ſhe, thought berſelf 
warranted to confider him as an object deſerving 
of her charity. Nobody can doubt of your l. 
dyſhip's motives,” replied my Lord with a ſuger; 
« and no object, if I am rightly informed, can be 
better qualified to ſtir up the ſoft ſenſations of ch 
rity in a female heart than the. fellow in queſtion, 
I find he has been pretty ſucceſsful already in his 
ſetting out ; but now that your ladyſhip has lent 
your hand to the good work, we may expect hin 
to perform great matters; whilſt you furniſh hin 
with money and encouragement, he'll ſupply him- 
ſelf with amuſements amongſt the wives and daugh- 


ters of our peaſantry, to the great improvement 


_ the breed, being, I am.told, as perfect an Adonis 
as was ever carted to the gallows. One of our, 
young pariſhioners, it ſeems, has been very cha- 
ritable to him already, and left her ſervice for his 
ſake ; I mean the daughter of that very woman, 
whom your ladyſhip honours with your viſits, and 
who at preſent condeſcends to inhabit a cottage of 
Mr. Blachford's, in which however I am inc 
to think her reſidence will not be of any very Jong 
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duration, if my intereſt can obtain her removal; 
for my charity will not, like your ladyſhip's, be 
addreſſed to one worthleſs individual, but have 
reſpect to the community at large, by clearing it 
of this fellow and his clan, who are in a fair way, 
with your kind affiſtance, to corrupt the morals of A" 
the whole hamlet, if not ſpeedily driven out of it.” Wil 
To this no anſwer was attempted on the part of 1 
the lady; ſhe well krew the quarter from which = 
the ſpiteful information ſprung, and ſhe: doubted _ 
not but this charge againſt Henry was equally a 
groundleſs with all the reſt: ſhe was ſecretly re- | | 
| 
| 


ſolved, however, to aſcertain the truth, as far as 
it could be diſcovered in Suſan May's particular 3 
and now Blachford too late began to repent of his 
folly in ſtirring any queſtion about that young wo- | 
man's conduct, who had fo much in her power to 
retaliate upon him: he gnawed his lips with vexa- | 
tion for having been ſo flippant on a tender ſub- | 
jet ; but cunning fellows are very capable of out- 
witting themſelves. The captain and the lawyer = 
kept cloſe ; and whilſt my Lord was meditating a * 
freſh attack upon the patience of his lady, a 2 1 
vant announced the arrival of viſitors, in the _ 
ſons of Sir Roger Manſtock and his daughter. = 
As our readers will have frequent opportunities | 
of making their own obſervations on the character vl 
of this gentleman, and alſo of his fair companion, 2 
we ſhall in this place diſcloſe no more of either, | 
than that Sir Roger was a perſon of conſiderable 1 
weight and influence in the county, living hoſpi- 
tably, and cultivating the good eſteem of his neigh- 
bours rich and poor. He had married a younger | 
ſiſter of Lady Crowbery's mother, and by her was 1 
left a widower with an only daughter, Iſabella by 
name, who now accompanied him on his viſit; +” : 
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We have ſaid that Lady Crowbery's father le 
his eſtate in truſt for her uſe, and this truſt he de. 
volved upon Sir Roger Manſtock, than whom he 
probably could no where have found a fitter per. 
ſon, he being not only ſtrictly faithful to her in- 
tereſt, but as tenderly regardful of her happineſs 
as if the had been a child of his own. Nothing 
but this love and regard for her could pro 
have brought him to the houſe of the Lord Crow, 
bery, whoſe ſociety he diſliked and whoſe tyranny 
he deteſted. He was now called over upon a mat. 
ter of buſineſs; the news of Mr. Ratcliffe's death 
had reached him, and the bearer of that melan- 
choly intelligence was himſelf a ſuitor to ſucceed 
him in the hving. As Sir Roger well knew the 
great eſteem Lady Crowbery had for the deceaſed, 
he did not think fit to broach his buſineſs in the 
hearing of my Lord or any of his companions; but 
having prefaced his requeſt with a proper apology 
to that noble perſonage, he retired with his niece 
and daughter to another apartment, and there diſ- 
cloſed to her, with all the precaution in his 
the fatal accident that had befallen her friend, an 
event which, under any circumſtances, would have 
been highly affecting, but in the preſent ſtate of 
her ſpirits was peculiarly ſo, combined as it now 
was with her ſenſations in regard to Henry, her 
mind being inſtantly ſmitten with the conviction 
that he was her ſon. This incident though un- 
known to Sir Roger Manſtock, produced effetts 
that could not be diſguiſed, and he perceived her 
agitated to ſuch a degree, that he no longer thought 
of leaving her, as he at firſt intended, but very 
earneſtly deſired ſhe would permit either himſelf 
or his daughter to ſtay by her for the evening, it 


Lord Crowbery would conſent to give them houſe- 
room, 5 
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To this kind offer ſhe thankfully acceded, ſay- 
ing, „Lou are always good to me, and conſide- 
rate of my unhappy ſpirits ; knowing how unplea- 
fant a taſk I impoſe upon you, I ought not to be 
ſo ſelfiſh as to accept your kindneſs; but I do con- 
feſs the ſociety of my dear Iſabella, if you can ſpare 
her to me one day, will be a comfort above every 
thing in life, but if you grant me this, you muſt 
add the further favour to it, and ſpeak to my Lord, 
for I dare not undertake it.” She then aſked fome 
fight queſtions reſpecting the perſon who brought 
the intelligence, and this ſhe did for the purpoſe 
of introducing an enquiry more intereſting—** Did 
he know what had become of the young man, 
whom Mr. Ratcliffe had adopted ?“ The Baronet 
replied, „That this had been one of the firſt 
things in his thoughts, knowing as he did the af- 
fection which the deceaſed entertained for that 
young man, but that he could learn nothing more 
from his enquiries concerning him, except that he 
had ſuddenly difappeared after the deceaſe of his 
fricnd, and had not fince been heard of. 

This was a circumſtance that ſeemed to her to 
carry conviction with it, and ſhe no longer doubt- 


ed having diſcovered her ſon in the perſon of 


Henry. It was now in her power to ſecure to him 
the protection of Sir Roger Manſtock, without re- 
vealing the more important ſecret of his birth, to 
which no one was privy but Doctor Zachary; ſhe 
determined therefore to communicate to him the 
ſeveral 6ccurrences that had been paſſing in the 
village relative to Henry, and concluded by ſaymg, 
It will be a very ſingular turn of fortune, or I 
ſhould rather ſay of Providence, if it proves that 
I have diſcovered this very foundling by the mereſt 
accident in nature, and that he is now in this pa- 
riſh, at the houſe of a poor widow, where I chanc- 
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ed upon him this morning, in a ſtate of abſolute 
diſtreſs and indigence : ſhou'd he prove to be the 
relict of my lamented friend, I will take his future 
fortunes upon myſelf, and in this undertaking] 
hope I ſhall have your approbation and advice, for 
I am ſorry to fay I foreſee great uneaſineſs from a 
certain quarter, ſomebody having taken the cruel 
pains to impreſs my Lord with very unjuſt preju. 
dices againſt him already; and to confeſs the truth, 
at the moment when you and Ifabella arrived, ] 
was under ſtrong rebuke for having beſtowed a 
{mall relief upon him, which that miſchief-making 
Blachford had reported after his faſhion, and in 
the art of aggravation J am ſorry to ſay he is ex-. 
ceeded by no one.“ | 

Our readers will now be pleaſed to help us to 


the concluſion of this chapter, by kindly ſuppoſing * 


that every thing proper to be ſaid on the part of 


the worthy baronet was ſaid ; that having taken 


leave of my Lord, and by his gracious permiſſion 
left the lovely Iſabella to adminiſter ſoft conſola- 
tion to her unhappy couſin, he is ſafely ſeated in 
his poſt-chiſe on his return to Manſtock Caſtle, 
having ten miles to meaſure home wards, and the 
evening faſt approaching to its cloſe, 


— — — 


CHaPTER X. 
Our Here is ſeen in a very dangerous Situation, 
HE fun had now reared his glittering orb 


above the eaſtern waves, gilding their curled 
heads with orient gold, when Suſan, eager io pre- 


Pare for the appointed expedition, broke from the 
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bands of fleep, and unfolding to the god of day 
two brilliant eyes, hoſe luſtre ſeemed almoſt to 
vie with his, filently detached herſelf from the 
fide of her ſtill ſnoring mother for ſhe, ſweet 


unfeeling and obſtreperous beings,” who ſcem to 
think, when they have done with fleep, that all 
the world ſhould wake: on the contrary with ſteps 
as light as goflamour, ſhe trode ſlipperleſs over 
the clay-bound floor, and throwing a looſe bed- 
gown over her, faſtening it at the fame time with 
a flight knot round her waiſt, preſented to the 
ſylphs, if any were there attending, an object for 


have taken human forms, though they had for- 
feited immortality by the exchange. 


that was 
iozed yo bg ocupie | the ſolitary couch in 


thief, with a malicious intent to ſteal upon his de- 
ſenceleſs flumbers, and plunder him undiſcovered, 
but for the harmleſs purpoſe of redeeming her own 
property, there depoſited and left at his mercy, 
of which ſhe recollected various articles, that had 
eſcaped her memory over-night, and which of 
courle it now behoved her to reclaim. She drew 
the cham ber door after her with duteous attention, 
ſtill cautious how ſhe diſturbed her aged parent in 
the enjoyment of her repoſe, and for a time, as if 
faſcinated by the charms of the lumbering youth, 
ſtood in fixt contemplation of his perſon, 1ceming 
to have loſt all memory of thoſe very objects, 
which the came in ſearch of. Io or three looſe 
articles, not very effential to her dreſs, ſhe had 
already collected, when catting her eyes upon the 


quilted 
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nymph, diſdained the ſelfiſh practice of "thoſe 


which they would doubtleſs have been content to 


Thus half attired, ſhe raiſed the wooden latch, 
only barrier betyrixt her. and the be- 


the adjoining room, not entering like the nightly” * 


conch, the diſcovered- the ſkirt of a ſnow-white 
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quilted petticoat, which ſhe had improvidently 
ipread upon. the very pallet, on which his limbs 
were ſtretched, and which certainly could not be 
recovered, without wakening the ſleeping youth, 
then bodily extended upon it. 

In this caſe what alternative remained? It wa 
clear to the dulleſt apprehenſion, that a young 
woman without a petticoat could not decently 
preſent herſelf to the eyes of a whole market 
town, where ſhe was ſoon to appear: yet it could 
not be taken from under him by the moſt delicate 
addreſs without wakening him, and at the fame 
time he could not be awakened and made to open 
his eyes, without diſcovering how much undreſt 
ſhe was, and how very thin the veil, that ſcarcely 
intercepted the entire diſplay of thoſe natural 
charms, that ſeemed to ſet at nought the flight 
defences, which in her preſent dilemma ſhe had 


been neceſſitated to entruſt them to. 


Native modeſty and a ready wit ſuggeſted to 
Suſan the only middle way ſhe could purſue, in 
the ſtraits to which ſhe was reduced: Henry him- 
ſelf was cloathed, if the jacket and trowſers here- 


tofore deſcritca, may be termed a cloathing; there 
was no need, therefore, for any guard upon her 


eyes, and ſhe no ſooner wakened him by tugging 
at the petticoat underneath him, than apologizing 
in a gentle whiſper for the neceflity ſhe was under 
of diſturbing him, ſhe concluded by modeſtly re- 
queſting him to ſhut his eyes, for that poſitively 
ſhe was naked, having nothing to throw over her 
but her gown. 

Whether it is in nature for a young man to ſhut 
his eyes, when a lovely girl appriſes him of the 
conſequences of holding them open, I leave-as'3 
problem for the philoſophers to reſolve ; and a8 


ſuſpect they muſt, in the ſpirit of their ſchook 
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decree for ſhutting out all proſpect of an object, 
ſo calculated to diſturb their ſyſtems, as Suſan 
now preſented, it is with ſorrow I am reduced to 
confeſs, that our hero did the very contrary to 
what they would have done, ſetting open his eyes 
upon the damſel, and fixing them with the broad- 
eſt ſtare, betwixt ſleeping and waking, that their 
lids would admit of. Whether he was then dream- 
ing with his eyes open, and thought it the viſion 
of ſome nymph or goddeſs, ſuch as young-and' 
fertile imaginations are apt to feign, where no 
ſubſtance is, I cannot decide; but this I know, 
that had he been a painter, ſuch as I could name, 
he had made the form immortal, and us who be- 

held it heathens and idolaters. | 
Sufan was too generous to repeat the cruel in- 
junction ſhe had before laid him under, but on 
the contrary, having once told him what he ought 
to do, left him to take the conſequences of not 
doing as ſhe adviſed. Sagacious and deeply intu- 
itive men often tell us, that there are certain 
things, obſcure indeed to common beholders, which 
they can ſee with half an eye: this I preſume is a 
figurative way of ſpeaking, peculiar to theſe hu- 
man lynxes; but without a figure I ſhould be 
tempted to ſay, that any man who had even leſs 
than half an eye, would have ſtrained hard for a 
glimpſe of thoſe charms, which burſt upon Hen- 
ry's ſight in full diſplay. The wrapping-goun was 
either fo ſcantily provided, or ſo ill diſpoſed to do 
its office of concealment, that if form ſo beautiful 
could be indebted to any covering, Suſan's form 
had very little obligation to the aforeſaid reluctant 
wrapper. Some readers may naturally ſuppoſe, 
that either the feverity of Suſan's countenance 
over-awed the curioſity of the youth, or that the 
modeſt confuſion it expreſſed, pleaded for his for- 
K 3 bearance 
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bearance fo irreſiſtibly, as not to be withſtood by 


any but a brutal nature: had it been ſo, Henry; 
taſk had been eaſy, and his temptation light; but, 
truth to tell, both were aggravated by every allur- 
ing action, every winning {mile that love and 
beauty could aſſume. Here the philoſopher, whole 
ſtoic apathy had turned aſide from the fight, may 
affect to triumph in his wiſdom, but ic is now time 
to let him know, and learn by the example of this 
heroic youth, that true virtue, indignant of fuck 
mean reſources, boldly dares to look upon. the 
danger, which temptation plants before it; that, 
ſcorning to ſhelter itſelf like a coward in the dark, 
and ſhut its eyes or even wink upon the foe, it 
prays for light like Ajax, that it may fee to con- 
guer, and enjoy the glory of a combat fairly won: 
ſo fared it with our hero; he boldly eyed the Syren 
coaſt, which he had reſolution to avoid. Perhaps 
ſome natural wiſhes ſtole upon his heart, his pulſe 
perhaps no longer temperately beat, and rebel pak 
ſion mutinied within him; but he was maſter of 
his ſoul, and mildly addreſſing himſelf to the a 


luring damſel, conjured her to return to herapar- WM 


ment, nor conſpire with opportunity and ſtrong 

defire to degrade him into a villain, and make hin 

loathſome to himſelf for ever. 

I be commanding tone of determined virtue s 
not to be reſiſted, The fair one bluſhed, looked 

wiſhfully upon him; ſhe ſaw no change or ſhifting 


in his countenance; ſhe hung her head, ſighed, 


deſpaired, and obeyed: yet before ſhe took the 
parting ſtep, ſhe pauſed, looked back, and tum- 
ing a countenance upon him, beautiful though in 
anger, firmly pronounced, We meet no more.” 

The tone in which theſe words were uttered, 


the look that accompanied them, the cutting te- 


collection of his obligations to her for the generous 
| F 


„ e 


HEN X F. 203 


pity ſhe had ſhewn him in his paſt diſtreſſes, theſe 
and a flood of tender paſſions burſt ſo ſuddeny upon 
him, that ſpringing from his couch {which at the 
ſame time broke under him with a horrid craſh) 
he cried out to her ro ſtop, and ran to take her in 
is arms. She had the door in her hand; and 
immediately the voice of Goody May was heard, - 
crying out“ Villain, would you violate my 
daughter ?”—Theſe dreadful words ſtruck the 
ever-open ear of Ezekiel, now ' deſcending” the 
ſtairs, who inſtantly annexing conviction to the 
charge of the mother, added another ſpectre to 
the groupe, ſtanding ſpeechleſs and aghaſt, with 
a huge woollen night. cap on his head, and his 
breeches in his hand. 

The tears, the terror, the diſſievelled habit of 
Suſan, feemed to warrant the ſuſpicion of no 
worſe a deed, than the mother had announced: 
Ezekiel's lips quivered with rage, whilſt he de- 
manded, in a-voice almoſt inarticulate, an account 
of what had paffed ;. rowing that the violator of 
innocence ſhould anſwer with his life. Henry 
now ſtept forward, and direfting a ſtern look firſt 
on the mother of Suſan; and next on the preacher, 
delivered himſelf as follows 

« Are you mad, to treat me in this manner, 
to accuſe me of theſe crimes, to ſuſpect me for a 
hypocrite, a defiler and a villain? Is it ever to be 
my fate to be arraigned of actions, which my ſoul 
abhors? Was it not enough to be apprehended 
for the murder of a man, in whoſe defence 1 
riſqued my life? Muſt | alſo be thought guilty of 
violating that chaſtity, which I would die in the 
protection of? If you conclude me ſubject to be 
tempted by beauty, can you not fuppoſe that I am 
capable of being awed by innocence? Look at this 
form, he muſt be a monſter that defiled it ; ſurvey 

theſe 
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theſe charms, they would wither, they would be 
blaſted, and no longer have the power to engage 
and pleaſe, were they ſtained with diſhonour and 


diveſted of modeſty. By how much the more 


lovely they are now, in their pure and virgin ſtate, 
ſo much the more revolting they would become, 
if they had loſt the grace of virtue, and degene. 
rated from that chaſtity, to which they owe their 
ſweetneſs and attraction. I am a ſtranger to you 
both, it is true; I am a ſtranger to myſelf; and 
all the little that I know of this unhappy ſell, I 
have imparted to you: what then? I am a man, [ 
am your fellow-creature, I have like you a heart, 
that feels and has a ſenſe of honour, juſtice and 
gratitude. You have been kind and bountiful and 
hoſpitable to me; this amiable, this generous git 
was my firſt, my beſt, my warmeſt friend: the 
indignity that I ſuffered ſhe delivered me from; 
the ſervice that I quitted, ſhe voluntarily renounc- 
ed; in my poverty and deſpair ſhe. tendered me 
her all, the earnings of her labour ſhe would have 
ſhared with me—with me, an unknown, outcaſt, 
miſerable being: Are theſe bounties to be repaid by 
ſeduction? Are they not rather charities, affed- 
ons, pledges, to be treaſured in my heart? They 
are; I cheriſh them with equal love, with equal 
ardour and affe ction; and I declare to truth, that 
were ] now a man, that had a name and ſtation in 
fociety— but as I am, I only can conjure her, for 
her own repoſe, to baniſh me and my ſad ſtory 
from her thoughts for ever. To invite her to mi- 
fery I ſcorn; to ſeduce her into guilt, -if it were 
in my power, which I truſt it is not, I abhor; but 


to ſuppoſe me capable of the diabolical crime of 


violating her.—Qh ! horrible! it chills my very 
foul; 1 ſhudder at the thought.” This 
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This ſpeech wrought an immediate and entire 
converſion in the minds of thoſe, whom appear- 
ances had ſtaggered, and ſhame for her baſty ex- 
clamation ſmote the heart of the good dame ſo 
forcibly, that ſhe ſeemed to think the could never 
do enough to atone for her injurious ſuſpicion. 
She declared ſhe ſhould henceforward ever repoſe 
ſuch perfect confidence in Henry's honour, as no- 
thing ſhould induce to harbour a thought to the 
contrary ; that, ſo far from being afraid to truſt 
her daughter in his company, ſhe ſhould, on the 
contrary, be happy that her girl had ſuch a friend 


to protect and adviſe her; and ſhe fincerely hoped 


what he had now been ſaying (which in her opi- 
nion, and ſhe dare ſay in Mr. Daw's alſo, was very 
proper and very fine) would have its due weight 
with Suſan, and make her more guarded in her 
conduct for the future. 
Ezekiel, during this harangue, had ſtept aſide 
to equip himſelf with certain appendages to the 
perſon, which to man in a civilized ſtate have by 
cuſtom long eſtabliſhed been held as indiſpenſable. 
Suſan in the mean time made her defence, which 
briefly conſiſted in an explanation of the errand 
which had brought her into the room where Henry 
flept; ſhe was not in perfect humour with her 
mother for the glance ſhe had given at her un- 
guarded conduct, and with ſome ſmall trace of 
contempt in the look ſhe dealt to Henry, obſerved, 
that for all that had ever paſſed, or was ever likely 
to paſs, between Henry and her, ſhe needed nei- 
ther reproof nor warning; ſhe believed ſhe was 
not more ſafe with her mother than with him. 
Ezekiel now made his appearance; his head 
was ſtill mounted with its woollen tiara, which 
reſembling certain ſketches I have ſeen of his ho- 
lineſs the Pope's triple crown, gave a loftineſs and 


dignity 
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dignity to his figure, of itfelf naturally erect and 


ſtiff, that had a ſtriking effect upon his air and 
attitude; whilſt he predicated as follows, Thon 


haſt well ſpoken, good and virtuous young man, 


as the ſpirit that worketh in thee to edification 
hath given utterance, and verily | pronounce that 
the feed which the ſower of all grace and godlineſ 
hath ſowed in thine heart, falleth upon good 
ground, and beareth fruit abundantly. What 
thou haſt ſaid of a chaſte and modeſt ſeeming in 
virgins, ſet apart unto fanctification, E the rather 
commend thee” for, feeing thou haſt touched it 
lightly and humbly as becometh a novice, inexpert 
as thou muſt needs be in the minittering of ſuch 
prudent exhortations and reproofs, as men older 
and more experienced than thyſelf are fitteſt 19 
apply, and which I ſhall take prompt and ſpeedy 
occalion of fo doing. And now I will ſtay you all 
no longer, for the morning advanceth, and the 
occupations of the day demand that I ſhould con- 
clude, ſeeing that it is in part devoted to the ſer- 
vice of this our friend and inmate, for whoſe 
better equipment we have undertaken to provide; 
and thou, Suſan, as I now for the firſt time per- 

ceive, art almoſt, if not altogether, unprepared 
for the expedition, being as it ſhould ſcem in thine 
outward adornments very little removed from 2 
ſtate of nature.“ 

The parties now ſeparated; the women to their 
chamber, Ezekiel to his loft, whilſt Henry was 
left to his meditations, not a little pleaſed that the 
preacher had fo unexpectedly cut ſhort his exhor- 
tation. 
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Our Hers engages in an Expedition where he is expoſed 
to freſh Dangers. 2-1 | 


EW victories have coſt more pains: in the 

earning than this which Henry had now 
gained over himſelf and the tempting allurements 
of his fair aſſailant. Being now at leiſure to pur- 
ſue his meditations, he ſeated himſelf in Ezekiel's 
wicker chair, like a Roman conqueror in his tri- 
umphal car, from whence he could proudly look 
down upon the rebel paſſions, reduced from for- 
midable foes to vanquiſhed ſlaves, and proſtrate at 
his feet. Still he was ſenſible it behoved him to 
ſecure their allegiance by ſtrong meaſures of co- . 
ercion ; for whilſt he was fortifying his ſpirit againſt 
future temptations, Suſan was arming her perſon 
with all the artillery that her ſimple, but not in- 
elegant, toilette could ſupply. 

Few that make dreſs a ſcience could have hit 
that happy ſtile of nymph-like character which her 
unſtudied taſte had ſtruck upon, inſtinctively con- 
triving to give every natural grace its faireſt form 
and faſhion: in ſhort, when perfectly accoutred, 
the was a champion in the liſts of love to make 
the firmeſt heart tremble at the fight of her; and 
though, in deference to Ezefiel's judgment, I 
muſt except Potiphar's wife, yet, ſetting her apart, - 
I ſhould doubt if Suſan had any other ſuperior 
upon record for a coup- de- main. Malicious fortune 
was all the while laying other traps and pit- falls 
for the perſecuted virtue of our youthful hero, 
and the pious preacher himſelf was unintentionally 
drawn in to be an acceſſary in the plot; for having 

” | avowed 
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avowed his deſign of edifying his hearers with + 
dehortatory diſcourſe againſt love and the indyl. 
gence of the paſſions on the next Lord's Day, he 
had accidentally recollected that Saturday had 
ſtolen a march upon his memory, and that he was 
now upon the very eve of that important under. 
taking; in the mean time the more he ruminated 
upon the wide field of matter into which his ſub- 


ject would carry him, the more work he found cut 


out for his hands, and the more preparation on his 
part neceſſary. He was aware he ſhould have an 
audience to deal with not over-well diſpoſed to- 
wards edification on:this particular topic, and ra. 
ther hard of hearing at the beſt: be bad kept a 
ſort of flying camp about the enemy's quarters, 
and frequently beat them up in ſmall ſkirmiſhes 
without much ſucceſs to boaſt of; they ſtil} lay 
entrenched in their faſtneſſes, lurking about in 
ambuſh behind walls and hedges, where they 
made battle, in ſpite of all he could do to diſlod 
them; he determined therefore to draw out all his 
ſtrength for this one decifive ſtroke, and finally 
rout them out of their hiding- places. 

Now this ſtate of mental preparation appeared 
to him, upon reflection, ſo totally incompatidle 
with his expedition to the flop-ſhop, and the in- 
ferences of coats, waiſtcoats, ſhirts and -breeches 
thereunto appertaining feemed fo ill to claſs and 
coincide with the hoſtile meaſures he was actually 
concerting againſt the aforeſaid coats, waiſtcoats, 
ſhirts and breeches, that he plainly ſaw both things 
could not be done at once, and which to abanden 
gave him little heſitation to decide : he therefore 
came down to Henry, peremptorily proteſting 
againſt the ſlop-ſhop and all which it contained. 
Goody May had the province of the kitchen pur- 
veyance under her care, and the pot to plead = 


H E N R V. 209 


her excuſe: Suſan had neither thoſe culinary con- 
cerns in charge as her mother had, nor, like Eze- 


the paſſions, with whom, on the contrary, ſhe 
was in perfect league and combination; ſhe was 
therefore no natural ally for Daw's purpoſe, and 
not wanted by her mother. | 

The alternative therefore was ſimply this, either 
Henry muſt go alone, or tie- A- tẽte with Suſan. 
Now what could Henry do by himſelf in a flop- 
ſhop? As far as coat, waiſtcoat and breeches went 
he might, peradventure, fit them on better with- 
out Suſan's helping hand than with it; that part 
of his buſineſs he might get through paſſably well, 
but in the linen-trade he was an arrant ignoramus, 
and the damſel a conſummate adept; ihe knew to 
the breadth of a nail what was meaſure for a ſkirt, 
and the quality ſhe was no leſs perfect in; —he 
knew as much of the matter and no more, than 
the king of Pelew, (Heaven bleſs him) whoſe 
wardrobe will not fill a nut-ſhell. Of courſe, 


mighty objection all the while ? The walk is not 
long; the day is fine and fair, and Suſan is ready 
dreſſed for the expedition: Henry, alas | was but 
a ſhabby *ſquire in point of apparel, but that was 
a fault which would be remedied. before he came 
back, and nature had given him perfections which 
poverty could not diſguiſe.—So forth they went 
together. | os 

I hope my readers will not urge with any eriti- 
cal aſperity an objection to this jaunt of Henry's 
on the ſcore of his ſprained ankle; if we are to 
ſuppoſe him recovered from it, cures no leſs ex- 
traordinary have been as rapidly performed” in 
hiſtories of this ſort, and I lay claim-to all the 


privileges 


F e 


kiel, any hoſtilities in meditation againſt love and 


therefore, Suſan muſt ga, or notiuug can ve done; 
there is no choice in the caſe; and where is the 
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privileges which my fraternity enjoy; but I had 
rather have it underſtood that his good-will to the 
walk with Suſan was ſo great, that, notwithſtand- 
ing his cure was incomplete; he was determined, 
in the vulgar way of ſpeaking, to put his beſt foot 
foremoſt, and truſt to fortune for the conſequen- 
ces. 

There were two roads to the town, one public 
and familiar to Henry, having travelled it with 
his maſter Zachary, when he got the drenching 
at the mill; the other private, ſhady and ſequet- 
tered, though ſomewhat circuitous: which of theſe 
to take was now the queſtion. . Love and Suſan 
ſeemed to point to the crooked path; prudence 
and diſpatch preſcribed the ſtrait one. The can- 


did damſel fairly owned that her way would be 


the fartheſt about, but then it would be pleaſanter 
whilſt they were upon it: ſhe put him in mind of; 
his ſprained. ankle, yet ſhe hoped he felt non” 


in it at pfefent, her mother's recipe never Tal: 


of a cure: ſhe obſerved that the ſun threatened to 
be hot, and the did nat diſguiſe that ſhe was ff 
of over-heating herſelf. Now how ſhould prt- 


_ dence in the ſunſhine ſtand any chance -agaibſt 


Suſan in the thade ? A-penny-poſt-man, nay even 


_ pedeſtrian Poxell himſelf, though in the laſt mile 


of his foot-match, would have taken the very path 
that Henry did, and readily have preferred the 
fartheſt way about to the ſhorteſt way home. 
They ſeon found themſelves entangled in 2 
narrow defile between two hazel-hedges; when 
Suſan, pauſing on her ſteps, and glancing an arch 
look on her companion, ſaid, „I cannot for the 
life of me conceive, Henry, what you was think- 
ing of this morning, when you was ſo eager to get 
me out of your room: o' my conſcience, you was 


in ſuch a twitter to be rid of me; that I * 
thin 
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think I ſhould have been obliged to have left my 
petticoat behind me.” | EE 

« Had you ſo done,” cried Henry, ſmiling, 
« I can only ſay you wou'd have been more for- 
midable to all beholders without a petticoat than 
with one.” —“ Not to ſuch beholders as you are, 
I ſhould gueſs,” replied Suſan, * in any caſe.” . 

«© Well, then,” reſumed he, “to be more fin- 
cere with you, I did think myſelf bound in pru- 
dence not to hold you any longer in diſcourſe till 
you had got that ſame petticoat on, and every 
thing elſe about you that cou'd keep us both out 
of danger.” 

« Oh! now I underſtand you,” ſhe replied; 
« you was afraid my mother wou'd come in, and 
that I ſhou'd be in trouble on your account. Lord 
love you! there was nothing to fear. Pardon 
me,” anſwered Henry, „there were your temp- 
tations and my weakneſs to fear.“ 

« don't rightly comprehend what danger you 
was in from either,” reſumed. Suſan, ** unleſs you 
hold with Ezekiel's opinion, that it is a {in to love.” 
—*« I am not quite convinced,” faid he, “ that 
there is any fin in love, but I am very ſure that 
love may lead to ſin.” 5 

Tes, yes,” cried ſhe, © I agree with you that 
it is very ſinful and treacherous in any man to pre- 
tend love to a young woman, and after he has 
made a fool of her to expole and betray her; that's 
very ſcandalous behaviour, without a doubt. So 
is it an abominable thing for any man, like that 
naſty Blachford, to ſet his wits to work and lay 
traps for poor girls to bribe them to bis wicked 
purpoſes, when he knows they muſt hate ſuch a 
black, old, ugly fright as he is, and only do it for 
the lucre of gain. I know enough of his wicked 


- Ways; ſuch a man as he is does not deſerve to 


live: 
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live: but where two free hearts meet together in 
mutual fondneſs, and where there is no bribery or 
.* dealing in the caſe, but all is fair and open, 
and good faith kept on both ſides, I ſhould be fur. 
prized indeed if you or any man cou'd perſuade 
me to think that there was either fin or ſhamein 
ſuch young people's loving each other; and if they 
do love truly and ſincerely, I defire to know in 
that caſe what they are to do ?”—<« Marry,” faid 
Henry; „that is what they ought in honour to 
do, or do nothing.” —« Well to be ſure,” rejoin- 
ed Suſan, that is one way; but ſuppoſe it does 
not ſuit them to marry, ſuppoſe it's impoſſible; 
what's to be done then?“ “ Nothing,” replied 
Henry with a ſmile; „ I've anſwered that already,” 

« Heyday !” cried the gallant damſel, t that's 
a curious doctrine indeed, a fine way truly of re- 
turning evil for good. I ſhou'd hate and deſpiſe 
the man that treated me in that manner; I ſhou'd 
regard him as the pooreſt wretch that walks the 
earth.” —©** Why then we'll talk no more upon the 
ſubject,“ cried Henry, * but, like friendly diſpu- 
tants, kiſs and make it up.“ *Tis more than 
you deſerve,” anſwered ſne; « for though I muſt 
confeſs you are a dear good ſoul, yet you have the 
oddeſt notions of any mortal breathing; and as for 
love, you know no more about it than Ezekiel 
Daw.”—*« Inſtruct me then,” quoth Henry, © for 
love, like dancing, is an art that grown gentlemen 
may be taught by an apt profeſſor, by a very ex- 
peditious proceſs.” y 

Pleaſant companions make journies appear ſhort, 
and probably theſe young travellers found them- 
ſelves at the end of their's, before they were tired 
of each other, or of the way. In the ſhop, which 
was a magazine of all ſorts, Henry fitted himſelf 


with a mourning ſuit of the beſt materials, not for- 
| getting 
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getting that mark of reſpect, to the memory of his 
deceaſed friend Mr. Ratcliffe : It fate ſo neatly up- 
on his perſon, that it ſeemed as if ſome lucky tay- 
lor, in a moment of inſpiration, had projected it 
for an ideal model of the moſt perfect ſymmetry 
and proportion. Suſan was not idle in her 

ment meanwhile, and as the laſt hand of the artift 
had been put to every thing, the whole man was 
equipt from heel to head in a few minutes, as com- 
pletely as if he had ſtarted ready capariſoned ont 


of the earth, like the troops of Cadmus. 


Our hero now felt himſelf once more reſtored 
to that appearance in ſociety, which he had ever 
been accuſtomed to, till misfortune, and the vil- 
lainy of mankind, had reduced him to the weeds 
of poverty : he was therefore moving in his proper 
ſphere and character, and not ſtrutting like a lae- 
quey in his maſter's cloathes. This did not eſcape 
the notice of Suſan, and her ſagacity immediately 
diſcerned that natural and eaſy air, which no up- 
ſtart can counterfeit, the unalienable inheritance 
of a gentleman : ſhe now paraded. over the mar- 
ket-place, not a little proud of her companion, and 
would not be put by from carrying him to her 
uncle the tonſor, who entertained them 'm his 
houſe with much hoſpitality, no lack of good 
cheer, and plentiful ſtore of chatter, | 

When all accounts were ſettled with the vender 
of flops, and the packages put into ſafe hands for 
conveyance to the village, Henry and his fair 
charge having refreſhed themſelves with a beve- 
rage, which the tonſor had himſelf manufactured 
from the produce of his-bee-hives, they took leave 
of their hoſt and turned their faces homewards, by 
the ſame way they had come, the ſun being now 
riſing apace towards his meredian. | 

A form like Henry's cou'd not be quite con- 
cealed by the frock of a peaſant, yet it was doubt- 


leſs. 


> ys 
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= - leff ſet off to much greater advantage in the dreh 
=_— of a gentleman, and Suſan's eyes witneſſed the plex 
=: ſure ſhe took in contemplating the change noy 
7 made in his appearance. It alſo gave a flow to his 
* : ſpirits and a freedom to his air, which pratified 
= the gaiety of her nature, and made him more com- 
= | panionable and pleaſant by the way. Their difcourſe 
* = was lively ; her railleries were not gravely anſwer. 
© Ha. ed as before, nor her playful conqueteries ſo cold. 
3} ly overlooked : a thouſand little dalliances tock 
4 1 4 place, a thouſand harmleſs knaveries interchange- 
= ably paſſed, as they ſauntered through the ſhade; 
1 and kiſſes were ſometimes ſnatched, ſometimes 
2 ; 1 evaded with a coyneſs ſo arch and fo alluring, 2 
r was better calculated to heighten her attractions, 
+ 1 It than to check his advances. She had plucked i 
1 wreath of bloſſoms from the hedges, which le 
_ 4s wove about her hat; he decked her boſom with vi- 
5 lets and wild flowers fancifully aiſpoſed, which 
1 he was now permitted to arrange, now prohibited, 
| | i as the whim prevailed. Sometimes ſhe would top, 
Ee expoſtulate, turn back, or run aſide into the allies 
E 3: of the wood, and pretend to hide herſelf amongſt 
r the branches; this was a challenge for a purſuit, 
1 and that never failed to be rewarded by ſome en- 
1 dearing favour, won with ſtruggles that enhanced 
1 t it's value. | 
= Their walk concluded, Sufan parted to the cot- 
3 tage, and Henry turned his ſteps to the houſe of 
3 5 +34 Zachary, whoſe portico, embelliſhed with a rich 
1 ſky-blue ſcroll ſupported by two gilded gallipots, 
Tie informed the way-faring man and the world at 
18% large, that there the miſchances of human life 
Ez might be relieved—for there dwelt * Zachary 
£8 434 Surgeon, Apothecary, and Man-Mid- 
—_— wife.“ | ; 
—_ EN 3 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 
CHAPTER I. 
T he Author appeals to his Readers. 


SHALL now put in a few words, whilſt my 
hiſtory pauſes, touching what I claim from m 
readers, as a right, and what I hope and ex 
from them, as a favour. f 

My claim is briefly this, credit in all caſes for 
an honeſt meaning, or in other words, the beſt 
ſenſe that a doubtful paſſage will bear : it is thus I 
have treated others, the ſame treatment I have a 
right now toclaim from them. 

On the ſcore of favour I am their ſuitor in the 
humbleſt ſenſe, for I ſee ſo many imperfeCftions 
ſtarting up in my performance, which I cannot 
cure, and ſuſpect there may be ſo many more, 
which poſſibly I ſhall not diſcover, that I have no 
notion of ſending my fins into the world without 
one apology ; I am not hardy enough to give in 
the account between my readers and myſelf, with- 
out the uſual falvo of errors excepted. —* Take 
Nature for your guide,” ſays the critic ; © follow 
© her and you can't go wrong.” True, moſt ſa- 
gacious critic, I reply; but what is ſo difficult? 
Boes the tragic poet always find her out? Does the 
comic writer never miſs her haunts? Yet th 
profeſs to paint from nature, and no doubt they 
do their beſt: the outline may be true, but the 
leaſt flip in filling it up mars the portrait; 'it de- 
mands a ſteady hand, a faithful eye, a watchful 
judgment, to make the likeneſs perfect; and grant 
it perfect, the author's work will gain no praiſe, 

_unleſs 
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unleſs it be pleaſing alſo; for who opens a none 
but in the expectation of being amuſed by it ? 

« Let it be merry,” fays one, * for I love u 
laugh.“ —“ Let it be pathetic,” ſays a ſecond, 
c for I have no objection to the melancholy ta 


that makes me weep; — “ Let your character be 


ſtrongly marked,” cries a third, * your fable vel 
imagined, and work it up with a variety of ney 
and ſtriking incidents, for I like to have my atten. 
tion kept alive.” ——Theſe and a hundred more 
are the demands, which one poor brain is to ati 
fy in a work of fancy; wit, humour, charadte, 
invention, genius, are to be ſet to work together, 
fiction is to be combined with probability, novelty 
with nature, ridicule with good humour, paſſion 
with morality, and pain with pleaſure ; every thing 
is to be natural, yet nothing common ; animating, 
but not inflammatory ; intereſting, but not incre- 
dible ; in ſhort, there muſt be every thing that 
judgment can plan and genius execute, to make 
the compoſition perfect : 'no man has done all this, 
and he, who has done moſt towards it, has ſtil 
fallen very ſhort of the whole. | 

With all this conſciouſneſs about me, I yet do 
not. deſpair but that the candid reader will find 
ſomething in this fable to overbalance its miſcar- 
riages. I ſhall proceed as one, who knows bus 
danger, but is not diſcouraged from his duty. 
Theſe children of my fancy, whom I have brougit 
into exiſtence, I ſhall treat as they deſerve, deal. 
ing out their portions of honour and diſhonour 25 
their conduct ſeems to call for it; and though ſome 
amongſt them will probably perſiſt in acting anew 
part to the laſt, yet collectively they will leave uo 
evil leflon behind them. | 

As to our hero, if he has been ſo fortunate 3s to 
gain an intereſt in the good opinion of the reader 


FIA As 2 
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in this period of his hiſtory, Tam bold to hope he 
will not forfeit it in the ſucceeding occurrences of 
his life, but that he ſhall preſerve a conũſtent cha- 


rater to the end; that fo, when his part in finiſh- - 


ed, be it happy or unhappy, he may earn à plau- 


dit as the curtain drops. 1 


I do not aim to draw a perfect character, for af- 
ter a pretty long acquaintance with mankind 1 


have never met with any one example of the ſort: 


how then ſhall I deſcribe what I have not ſeen? 


On the contrary, if I wiſh: to form a character, 


like this of Henry, in which virtue predominates, 


or like that of Blachford, where the oppoſite qua- 


lities prevail, I have nature before ine in both - 
caſes: but if in the former inſtance I will not ſuf- 
fer a fingle ſhade to fall upon my canvas, and in 


the latter do not let one tint of light appear, what 


do I preſent to the ſpectator, but a confuled and 


ſhapeleſs maſs, here too glaring, and there too 
opaque, to preſerve any outline that can give to 


the view the form and faſhion of a man? —- Ihe 


brighteſt fide of human nature is not without 2 
ſpot, the darkeſt fide is not without a ſpark... 


For my own part, as I am not apt to be amuſed. -- 


with ſtories told to the diſcredit of mankind, 1 
ſhould be ſorry if this of mine appeared to any of 
my readers to have that tendency in the general. 
A contraſt of character there will be in all hiſto. 
ries, true or feigned ; but when an author is the 
biographer of men and women-of his own making, 
he has it in his power, without loſing fight of na- 


ture, to let the prevailing impreſſion of his fa ble 


be favourable or-unfavourable, and. . indulge. his 
own propenſities to a certain degree, -which ever 


way they point. Now I know not why we ſhould 


itudioully put forward none but the-wor ſt features 
of the time we live in; yet I think this has been 
Vor. IL. JI a_ 
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done by ſome noveliſts of great celebrity, in aba 
there reigns a ſpirit of ſatire, that in m op 

neither adds to their merit nor our amuſemm 
A pendant, ho ſecludes hiniſelf from ſocicty my 
nouriſh a cynical humour; but a writer, who gig 
the living manners of the age, is ſuppoſed tu i 
amongſt men, and write from the crowd: rathe 
than the cloſtt; now if ſuch a man runs about fun 
place to place with no cleanlier purpoſe. than þ 
ſearch for filth and ordure, I conceive his. 
be that of a ſcavenger rather than a ſcholar. 4 
Honeſt man, as I take it, will always find hene 
enough, and a friendly man meet friendſhip enough 
in his contemporaries, . to keep him in gopd 
mour with them. Something indeed may be 
to reprehend in all times; as the manners and tie 
morals fluctuate, the mirror that reflects then 
faithfully will give to objects as they paſs their p- 
per form and feature, In the time I a 
writing, the national character ſhews itſelſ in ft 
bright a point of view, that the author muſt be 
Harſh in the extreme, who holds up fictions af d 
pravity as exemplars of the æra in which he Ive 

I think I may promiſe "myſelf, therefore, tat 
the general ſpirit of my hiſtory will not he thought 
moroſe, 1 have, indeed, taken occaſion, in 
character of Jemima Cawdle, to make ſrer wi 
enthuſiaſm; but I have at the ſame time eubibiu 
it in contact with a virtuous principle, under d 
auſpices of my worthy friend Ezekiel Dawt Bhat 
deſcribed a domeſtic tyrant in the perſou of Lan 
Crewbery ; but I did not give him a title becauſe! 
thought that pride was attached to a peerage, ® 
that the cruel and o 5 
ble aſſigus to him, was characteriſtic of nobility, 
the very contrary of which Þ-hold for doctrines 


neither- did I locate Blachford in Jamaicaz . f. 
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venring an invective againſt our countrymen in the 
Weſt Tadies ; no man believe, can be found leſs 
inclined to be a convert to that groundleſs preju- - YH 
dice, which vain and ſhallow heads have been _ 
katching for purpoſes no leſs fatal to the mtereſts 4" 
of the public than to the reputations of indivi- 
duals. | | | 

To repreſent ſcenes of familiar life in an el gunt 
and intereſting manner, is one of the moſt difficult 
taſks an author can take in hand; for of theſe © 
every man is à critic: Nature is in the firſt place 1 
to be attended to, and probability is not to- be ſoſt £4 f 
fight of; but᷑ it muſt be nature ſtrongly featured, 4 
and probability cloſely botdering'on' the marvel- * 
lous; the one muſt touch upon extravagance, and 1 
the other be highly ſeaſoned with adventures ſbr 1 
who will thank us for a dull and lifeleſs journal f | 1 

5 


infipid facts? Now every peculfarity of humour in 
the human character is a ſtrain upon nature, and 
every ſurprizing incident is a degree of violence to 
probability: How far ſhall we go then for our 
reader's amuſement, how ſoon ſhalwe ſtop in con- 
ſideration of ourſelves? There is undoubtediy 2 | 2 
land-mark in the felds of fancy, fant cert} denigue .- 
fines, but it requires à nice diſcernment to find 
them out, and a cautious temper not to ſtep be- 
yohd them. WI | * 
Here, then, I will reſt my cauſe, and cunclude 
my chapter. My readers tiave'my boſt endeavotire 
to amuſe chem; I bave devoted very many Hob 
to the compoſition of theſe volumes, and I am be- 
holden to them for beguiling me of many a care; 
if they retain their property whien' tHey ſhalt paſß 
into the hand. of thofe who perofe them, it wilt 
de every thing I can Hope for from thiem 
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_ » Chamber Dialogues of different Sorts, N 


b HEN our hero arrived at Zachary's caſte 
he found a poſt-cbaiſe in Waiting at the 


gate: As he paſſed it to enter the court, he made 


a profound reverence to a lady, whom at firlt fight 
he ſuppoſed to be his noble.benefaRtrels and the 
owner of it. Upon the glaſs being let .down, to 
return his civility, he perceived his miſtake :-[t 
was Iſabella Manſtock : She had accompanied her 
© couſin in her morning airing, and was now ling 
up the time with a book, whilſt her ladyſhip ws 
in private conference with Doctor Cawdle. That 
lady had imparted ſo much of her buſineſs 0 Mik 
Manſtock as ſufficed to, inform her ſhe was upon 
a very intereſting diſcovery as to the identity of z 
young man who had belonged to her decealed 


friend Ratcliffe, and whom ſhe expected to meet 
that morning at the Doctor's. Of Henry's aden. 


ture with the Miller, and what had paſſed in con- 
ſequence of it, that young lady was fully apprited; 
the ſtory had been told to Sir Roger in her heanng 
over night, and more circumſtantially detailed i 


| Lady Crowbery as ſhe came with her in the chat 


When ſhe ſaw, therefore, a young man in mou 
ig, whoſe appearance anſwered to the delcripuon 
ſhe had had of him, ſhe was in no doubt of bs 
being the perſon in queſtion : Curioſity led her N 
ſurvey him with ſome attention; and hes 


perceived him, aſter ſtopping for. ſame luge time 


at the gate, turn back without entering it, ({0Fus 
fight of Lady Crowbery's equipage made ia 
of the propriety of his viſit) ſhe took colleges 


mine 
well 
tine 
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accoſt him, ſaying, If your name is Henry, Sir, 
I believe you are expected within doors.” —« That 
is my name, Madam,” he replied very reſpeQ- 
fully; * and I am much beholden to you; upon 
this he turned back, and entered through the ſhop 


to the ofhces. | | 


In the kitchen he was encountered by old Bridg- 
at the et, who, after ſtaring at him for ſome time with 
made aſtoniſhment, no ſooner recognized his perſon, 
t fight thus newly habited, than ſhe began a'ftririg* of 
d the queſtions, huddled' together with fo little order, 


and fo much eagerneſs, that he fairly excuſed him- | 
ſelf the trouble of replyingto any one of them bB a 
deſiring ſhe would let her maſter know that he at» A 
tended his pleafure.—* Hold there !” cried Bridg-- 

et, © maſter is engaged. I know” how he is 

engag- 1,” replied Henry © but I fanty he will fee 


me. Say you fo?” quoth the hag, * then tis ; U 
clear from what quarter your fortune cdnies? F | 4 
fackins! you're a rare one ! Some folks have thbe " 
luck of it, that's for certain: times are well changed _ _ . a 
with you, youngſter, fince you firſt entered theſe 7 © 
doors; no wonder you was in fuch haſte to leave 4A 
us; fine cloaths and an eaſy ſervice ſuit you better = A 


than hard work and a coarſe jacket —She ther © ” 
ran on with more of the like traſh, with feveral fly - * 
glances at Lady Crowbery, till Henry again re- | 
minded her of going up to ber maſter Well, 
well!“ replied the, “ have a little patience, , 
tine ſpark, and recollect it is not yet my place to 

go on your errands at the word of command: 
though my lady has thought fit to dreſs you out 
like a gentleman, ſhe has not hired me to be yout >, 
mefienger : However, I ſhall tell my maſter uu 
are here. Sit down upon that bench; time was 
wheg would have thanked me for the offer: 
Sheen are called for I'll let you know,” A 


-- 
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Thus muttering to herſelf, ſhe mounted the | 


F Rairs ; but inſtead of going into Zachary's room, 
14 went ſtrait to her miſtreſs, eager to broach the 
* news ſhe was charged with, and well prepared 10 

4 {et it off with every proper comment and iliuſt. 
1 tion, ſuited to her own envious temper and the 
* hearer's taſte. | 


Here's news to tell the King!“ cried the bag 
as ſhe hobbled into Jemima's chamber ; -* As ſure 
as you are in that place alive; Miſtreſs, would-you 
think it? there's Harry, our errand-boy, now i 

the houſe, ſpruced out as fine as any lord in the 
land. If he was heir to the greateſt ſquire in the 
county he couldn't be in handſomer | mourning; 
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5 ſpick and ſpan new from top to toe, and all of the 
3 beſt! - What do you tell me?“ exclaimed Je- 
be mima, „how has all this happened? - Hoy 


Has it happened!“ repeated Bridget; * why; a 
it always happens to ſuch vapouring Jacks bya 
ſmooth tongue and a handſome face; the pot and 
homely may go ſtarve for ſome folks; young an 
perſonable beggars pick up all the charity: mam 
commend me to ſuch charity, it may well be fad 
to cover the multitude of fins! As if itcould be 
a queſtion, how he came by his clothes, when 
Te is a certain great lady cloſe cloſeted with 
miſter, who is waiting to ſee him in all his glory, 
and I warrant you upon thorns till I tell her hes 
come; but I won't tell her, not I, at leaſt H 
have your orders for it I won't; for why? Ham 
no ſervant of her's, I'm no putter«together” dt 
people that don't pay me for it: why ſhould I 
af his errands? I wiſh to my heart, miſtreſa, Jen 
could only ſee with your own. eyes how the 6's 
changed fince he ſlipped his {kin ; Then he ch 
him in ſuch a way; he is as vain as a peacgch: 
proteſt to you I did not know him when v000y 
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into the kitchen: Sir, faid I, with a curteſy, what - 
is your pleaſure? for I thought Ke was ſome fine : 
getitleman that might have cuſtom for my maſter: 
Bridget! cries he, go up tb,your maſter, and 
tell him T am here.—Marry come up! my di 
companion, quoth I, (for his tongue | 
him, and by this time I had ſpied him out; who'll 
be che fool then ? My maſter's etnployed with your” 
detters. Let him be employed with whom he will, 
quoth he, I ſhall be welcome, ſo tell him what 1 
bid you. With that I thought of the did proverb, 
« Set a beggar on horſeback,” and willed him to re- 
flect on what he was before he preſumed to fend: 
me on his meſſages: Yet T was minded to tell you 
what was going on, ſo I came nevertheleſs; and 
now, if you leaſe, I wil! go back zud let him. 
know I'm not the perſon he takes me for, to feteh 
and carry at his command; for my part, Lam out 
of all patience with ſuch upſtarts.” 8 
« Hold, Bridget,” replied Jemima, upon re- 
flection I think it beſt you ſhould let him come 
up; for tis clear to me from hat point this wind 
blows ; and though I don't approve” of my houfe 
being made a houſe of affignation, yet by indulg- 
ing them in this one meeting we may get to the 
bottom of the plot, if we ean but contrive to over- 
hear their cabal; So this is your fine charitable: , 
Lady Crowbery, whom every body is pr for- 
her good works rare works, my confcience? 
excellent charity that fingles out the Handſomeſt- 
young fellow in the world for its object, and then. 
thinks to throw duſt in our eyes by pretendivg to- 
befriend him. out of pure pity and good will ! Als 
Bridget, Bridget! what a world i this we live iti? 
How often have I preached to you upon the vanity. 
of works! Let us have faith and grace, and it 
matters little what we do, or what we omit to do. 
| For- 


/ 
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For my part, I always ſuſpec̃t hour charitable peo. 
ple; and as for her ladyſhip here at hand, . 


— clear what complexion her charity is of: 


owever, let her have her way for this turn, I 
her have her ſwing of charity, and enjoy thefruig 
of her good works; but be fore to put your en 
to the key-hole, and diſcover if you can what i 
going on, for all means are fair to bring io light 


che dark deeds of the wicked. N 


Whil& this was-paſſing with Jemima and her 


maid, Lady Crowbery and the Doctor had been in 


cloſe and earneſt conſultation on the ſubject of the 
diſcoyery now fo fully aſcertained. - When ſhe hat 


given way to thoſe tender emotions, which Nature 


exacts from the ſenſibility: of a parent under dr. 
cumftances ſo critical, ſhe. roſe from her chair, 
and having taken two or three turns acrols. the 
room, as if for recollection's ſake and to compole 


Her ſpirits, reſumed her ſeat, and laying her h 


upon the Doctor's arm, as he reſted it on the t. 
bow of his chair: „ My good friend,“ the cried,” 
« what thall I do in this perplexity ? Dare I com- 
mit myſelf at once to the diſcretion of this young 
man, and truſt him with the ſecret of his Hab! 
Alas ! I dare not make the diſcovery to him: dhe 
terror I ſhould ſuffer, leſt the ſecret ſhould elcape 
him and reach my lord, would be inſupportable; 
you know his temper too well not to, ſee how coltte 


. pleatly ruined I ſhould be in ſuch an event in- 


deed I. cannot even gueſs; at the conſequenees; 
only this I am aſſured of, they would be molt 
dreadful.” F 
4 Truly,” replied Zachary, I cannot adi 
your ladyſhip to ſuch a ſtep at preſents, although 
think very highly of the young perſon's diſcretion, 
and can well believe how much you cult will 


give a looſe to thoſe feelings ſo natural ton pri 
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for an only child, and one ſo well-deſerving of _ 
your love; but the ſuddenneſs of the diſcovery, 
and the agitations of à youthful ſpirit, taken by 
ſurprize ih a matter of ſuch conſequence, might _ 
overpower his prudence for the moment, ant 

drive him upon a diſcovery of the feever” 7 _ 
any intention of betraying it... 

« Tis exactly that which I ſtand in Wed 
replied the lady: « you ſtate the caſe correCtly-as 
1 feel it, and thoſe which I have never 
ventured to confide to any body but yourſelf, - 
would be ſo hard to ſuppreſs, were the object of 
them here preſent, that I am almoſt afraid of in- 
dulging myſelf with an interview. Vet again, . | 
when I conſider how long I have been in the prac- - = 
tice of fupprifing what I feel, I think I may rifque - = 
the meeting. He is not entirely new to my fight; . 
and if my ſpirits ſhould be too much agitated by 
what paſſes, you will take meafures for bringing 
me to my recollection, and preventing conſequen 
ces that may be dangerous to us both; this v0 
can paſs off to the ſcore of indiſpoſition, and 'dift 
miſs him when you ſee occafion : but if I can com- = 
mand myſelf ſo far as to enter into converſation | 8, 
with him naturally, and without hazarding too x 
much, you will leave me to make iny own way with 
him in ſuch a manner, as may enable me to 9 
ſome inſight into his character and underſtandingg "ul 
As for his perſon, I told you how ſtriking the ins | 1 
preſſion was that. ĩt made upon me, not only from = 
its abſolute but relative beauty, as bringing to my 1 
memory the very image of the father, Who was, 93 J 
in my eyes at leaſt, - the moget of perfection. _ 
Alas! the traces of that fatally-beloved form are 
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too deeply imprinted on my heart ever to be effaced  _. wm 
by time; and if it was a crime to love, and be'un- . 
done by loving him too well, ſurely my ſufferings- 
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never borne children to Lord Crowbery 


and aggravate that ill- humour, which my unver- 
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have been ſuch as fully to atone for my improyi. 


dent offence. -To purchaſe pardon of a father, 1 
conſented to his wiſhes by marrying Lord Crow. 


bery : How dreadful was that facrifice! I had ao 
heart to beſtow; that was gone with him, from 
whom I was ſeparated as far as ſea and land and 
obſtacles inſurmountable copld divide us from each 


other, without a hope of ever meeting more a 


this fide death. What bas been his fate Heaven 
only knows ! mine has been ſorrowful enough, and 
what to other married women would be an irkſome 


reflection, is to me my only conſolation. - I have 


-  Atthe 
fame time, I am ſenſible how much this circum 
ſtance contributes to embitter our domeſtic peace, 


ned. efforts cannot ſoothe. Alas! how ſhould 
they? He is quick enough to diſcern that the 8. 
tentions I pay him, and the patience Lexert, have 
no connection with the heart; that they are art: 
&cial virtues, become familiar by practice; and 
that I am indebted to indifference only for the 
facility with which I perform them. If then Fam 
thus expoſed to his ill- humour for acting the 
of a dutiful and obedient wife without the ac. 
tions of one, what would be wy fate ſhould be 
diſcover me to have impoſed upon him in a matter 
more derogatory to his honour, and for which 6 
plea or extenuation could avail me? I tremble xt 
the reflection: wonder not, therefore, if my ter- 
rors prevail over the longings of a mother's heart, 
and compel me to uſe the language of caution, 
* my boſom glows with all the ardour of a 
ion.“ . 
While Lady Crowbery was thus diſcourkng, 
Henry bad arrived, and being now announces by 
Bridget, order was given for his immediate 80. 


miſſion. | 


5. 


wy 
— 


* 


ISF ITI EE AIs 


ener M {:, 
Nature will have her . 


FENRY no entered the room, dreffed, 15 
we have befote obſerved, in motirhing tor” 
his 


ed friend, and with all that modeſt. 


grace, which was natural to him, ad a few 


ſteps from the door, and then ſtopt ſhort, as dne 


that waits in humble flence-to be ſpoken to. 


The Doctor was ſeated, in his fick chair; e ; 
lady oppoſite to him and in full front of the in- 


tereſting object that now ſtood before her: It was- 
a trying moment; ſhe glanced a look upon him- 
that would have told him where to find a mother, 
had he met her eyes. All the advantages of pet-- 
fon were now reſtored to him by change of dreſs ;- 
but there were other circumſtances ftill more at- 
tractive, that made this ſecond interview peculiarly 


impreſſive; what was at firſt, pre-ſentiment, was 
now become a certainty z the conſciouſmeſs that” * 
ſhe was actually in preſence of a new-diſcovered- 
„ſtruek on her heart like an 


unacknowledged 
electric ſhock, as ſudden and*as ſwift,. She ſtart- 
ed, ſhivered, and with. difficulty refrained from 
crying out, as Nature prompted her, My ſon, 
my fon !” The very. counterpart of that engaging” 
form, that won her virgin heart, and triumphed 
over all reſtraints of duty and diſcretion, was in 
her eye; 'twas Delapoer himſelf reſtored to youth, 


or riſen, from the grave z. the ſame fine ſymmetry: - 


of ſhape, the ſame rich glow of manly beauty, 


that once fo fatally had charmed her in the father, 


was here transfuſed into the ſon, and brought paſt 
ſcenes ſo full into review, as almoſt made them 


preſent, 


« Henry,” 


— | - 


r 
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« Henry,” ſays ſhe, © 1 find 1 Have a claim i 
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| i -you, that by the death of Ratcliffe: now de ; 
p 2 upon me in full right and title: the object of his } 
: 38 care henceforth belongs to me, and therefore won. "8 ti 
3 | der not to ſee me thus affected by ſurprie and | 
1 a pity, having diſcovered you to be the reſict of my k 
| much-lamented friend. Ah, my dear child, 0 is 
let me call you now) my tears ſhall, mix wh tc 

your's in watering the grave of that invaluable E 

man.” . 3 A . 

Here ber voice failed, her agitation became ei- fl 

treme, and a difcharge of teats came ſeaſonably by 

to her relief. What portion of them appertained fc 

to the mother's ſhare, what to the friend's, Ilm ſt 

for nature to decide. And now, Henry,” te- tt 

ſumed the, « confiding in your diſcretion; Take pe 

you by the hand for life, pledging myſelf for your fi 

future fortune, and promifing to ſtand by you al 

the place of a mother, till the myſtery of your ſe 

birth {hall be revealed, and even of, that 1 would fr 

not have you deſpair. I obſerve with pleaſure you cr 

have put yourſelf into mourning for your friend, h. 

which is highly proper and commendable in you; as 

and as you muſt have exhauſted. your ſmall ſupply, CC 


I ſhall provide for your occafiongin ſuch a manner 
as will enable yon to ſupport the character cf 4 
gentleman, in which you are ſo well qualified to 4 
"move, and wherein 1 ſhall not ceaſè to 
you. The misfortunes you have encountered fit 
your haſty departure from your patron's houle, 
and the indignities you have ſuffered in this place, 1 
are now recompenſed to you by the happy provi- 
dence that has thrown you upon the protection 
one whoſe arnis, like thoſe of a parent, are open 
to receive you, In what line of life to diſpoſe of 
you, muſt be matter of ſome reflection, and I fl 
adviſe with my uncle Manſtock on the ſubjeci, wb 


| 
| 
4 
: 


; 
| 
* 
8 [4 «\ 


F 


N 


— 


1 


7 


take 
your 
au in 
your 


82 1 


i" 
: 
F 
f 
1 
ü 
, 


Suſan May. Of Blachford he ſpoke without re- 
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with myſelf, avery cordial friend to poor 

cr” "wg" the ſame time, my dear child, it Jou 
have formed any withes, and have any predilection 
to one profeſſion rather than another, let me be c- 

uainted with them; remember ouly that ĩt muſt be 
the profeſſion of a gentleman, and your connections 
in the mean while muſt be ſuch only as are ſuitable. 
to that character. The poor widow and honeſt 
Ezekiel, who have harboured you in your diſtreſs, 
ſhall be recompenſed for their hoſpitality; hut L 
ſhould think you may now accommodate yourſelf 
better, and perhaps it may be the more expedient” + - 
for you to fituate yourſelf elſewhere, as I under- 2 
ſtand that the daughter of dame May is now in 
the houſe with you, and you may well believe that 
people's tongues will not be idle upon that occa- 
ſion: indeed I have already heard very ſtrong 
aſperſions caſt upon that young woman and yours 
ſelf, in the hearing of my Lord; : but as they came 
from that malicious being Blachford, I gave little 
credit to what he ſaid, not doubting but you will 
have too much conſideration for yourſelf and me, 
as well as too much principle, to form any fort of 
connection with a girl like Suſan May.“ | 

Here ſhe caſt#a- ſcrutinizing eye upon Henry, 

whoſe cheeks were crimſon, conſcious as he was , 
of ſome certain ſenſations, which theſe admoni- i 
tory words did not exactly accord with. He was | 
however at no loſs for terms the moſt proper and 
becoming to addreſs Lady Crowbery in, neither 
did he omit to ſet her mind at eaſe with reſpect to 
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ſerve, reprobating the baſeneſs of his attack | 
an innocent character; and ſaying, that if there 1 
were any evil deſigns in meditation againſt that = 
poor girl, he was perſuaded they were harboured 
only in his treacherous heart. He proſeſſed awith 
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of remaining 2 ſhort time longer in his "prbſtnþ 
quarters, as he feared it would carry the appar. 
ante of pride and ingratitude to the good | 


who had ſo kindly entertained him, Were he w © 


turn his back upon them in ſo abrupt 4 mininer, 


s to any preference for one profeffion or employ: 
above another, he faid he had been in no 1 
tron to indulge ſuch ideas, or preſume that it roals! 

in any caſe be referred to him as matter of chte 


neceſſity had. been his miſtreſs, and: in his late ex- 
tremity he had ſeen no other proſpect before him 


© for earning a ſubſiſtence but by carrying a muſket 


in the fervice of his king: There,” added he, 
« ] might have laboured uſefully, or periſhed ho- 
nourably ; for private fervice I was little qualified, 


as my late kind maſter, now preſent, can witnels;, 


and perhaps I had beſides ſome conftitutional te- 


pugnancies, which do no credit t6 my humility, 


and are the conſequences of an education given: 
me by an indulgent patron, that filled my mind 


with higher notions than were ſuited to my fr. 
tune. — Then, raifing his 


eyes, and: direftmg 1. 
look, animated. with the tendereft expreffion-of 


gratitude and devout affection to his amiable bene 


faftreſs—* But you, Madam,“ faid be, * ave 
commanded me to entertain hopes more alpming 
than I ever ventured to indulge in u rpveny 


days. In what words can 1 expreſs. my thanks? 


F have no power to give them utterance Pd 
me, I beſeech you, and pity my confuſion: I would 
fain ſpeak, but cannot; there is ſomething army: 
heart, I know not what, too full, too vaſt, Le. 
not give it vent. Oh! my revered; my heaven 
infpired: protectreſs, whoſe condeſcending gobd- 
neis deigns to take upon yourſelf the render ies 
of a parent to me, a namelefs creatute, let me hr 
this one moment feed upon the fond: a 
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Bridget! Inſtantly the lady gave à ſtream, and 
ſtarted from her chair; Henry nimably recovered 
his legs, confcious that the poſture he was in could 
not be too ſuddenly ſhifted ; whilft Zachary roared 
out with aſtoniſhment, making ſeveral demands in 
the name of the devil ; to which Bridget, either 
being, or affecting to be, ſtunned by ber tumble, 
declined a reply, till being repeatedly urged by the 
authority aforeſaid to give ſome account of Herſelf, 
and not finding it convenient to give the true one, 
ſhe pretended to have flipped down as the was 
paſſing haſtily from her miſtreſs's chamber, and 

falling with her whole weight againſt the door, 
burſt it open: in the mean time Jemima's bell 
ringing a furious peal, Zachary bade her begone 
for a blundering old fool; which, as Henry had 
now ſet her on her feet, ſhe thought fit to obey, 

and departed without more words. ON 
In fact the had effected pretty nearly all the pur- 
poſes of her commiſſion, having ſpied out enough 
to form a very ſufficient report of the lady's good. 
liking for Henry; and as ſhe had ſeen her throw 
her arms about his neck, without hearing: what 
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1 paſſed between them on the occaſion, it muſt be 
41 208 owned ſhe had ſtronger circumſtances in par M 
+4; (9 than commonly fall to the ſhare of reporter n 

$5 caſes of the like nature. 

4%; From too great. zeal to diſcover more than the 

. ſmall horizon of a key-hole was calculated to dif. 


cloſe, Bridget had preſſed ſo incautiouſly uponthe 
door, that the lock, which was none of the 
having treacherouſly given way, he fell as we huet 
related headlong into the room, juſt in time to ſtop i 
| the telling of that ſecret, . which was the moſt in- 
| - portant that ſon could hear, or parent commun 
Cate. *$.9 18 | | 8 
Sreat was the uneaſineſs which this unluckyac: 
cident occaſioned to Lady Crowbery; and It'wa 
not without ſome- pains. on the part of Zachary * 
ſhe was diffuaded from taking certain conciliatory 
meaſures with the old woman, for ſealing her lips, 
on the preſumption of her having ſeen more ih 
was prudent to make public ; but as he contended 
ſtrongly for Bridget's incapacity of making obler- 
vations, whilſt her face was on the floor, it wa 
finally judged. advifeable to let it paſs in filence, 
and not create a danger by over-anxiety tor 
venting it. The alarm, however, bad fo dilcon- 3 
certed Lady Crowbery, that ſhe had no reſolution * 
to renew the conference, much leſs to tonch-upon 
that intereſting diſcovery ſhe was on the point'of 
making, when Bridget interrupted her; ſo that 
after a few words ſpent in recommending Henry 
to remain quiet and out of fight at the cottage, 
till he heard from her again, ſhe haſtened to her 
fair companion, who was waiting for her in the 
carriage, and departed, 5 
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Nerbing fo furious as a Woman ſcur ned. * 


; 1 5 3 wr a N 

F may well be ſappoſed that Bridget loſt no 

time in making her miſtreſs, acquainted with 8 | 
the cauſe of the diſturbance and ' noiſe, ſhe had 2 
heard in the Doctor's chamber, and alſo of what __ 
ſhe had there diſcovered : as ſhe could give no 
account of their converſation, which was carried \ 
on in too low a key to reach her ears on the out- 
fide of the door, Jemima was left to her on una- 
— for finding out motives fora lady's em- 

ing a handſome young man, whilſt he was 
kneeling at her feet, and theſe, - according. to Je- 
mima's notions, could be but of one ſort; ſhe 
2 ſet it down for certain in her 2 1 
that Lady Crowbery was deſperately in love with 
Henry, that ber houſe was made a houſe of aſſig 
nation, and her huſband pander to an intrigue c 
the moſt, bare · facei nature 718 5 it. 
; Theſe concluſions ſhe had no ſooner formed. 
than ſhe diſcerned at a glance all the advantages 
they gave her in 2 certain project, which ſhe had 
long meditated, without being able to bring it into 
any practicable ſhape. Henry, who ſeemed” to 
bave eſcaped out of ber hands, was by this lucky 
circumſtance more than eyer at her mercy. and 
though ſhe was ſenfibly piqued at the preference 
given to a rival very little her junior in age, and, 
in her own opinion atleaſt, not at all her ſuperior 
in charms, yet ſhe was well pleaſed to be paid for 
her mortification, by having poſſeſſion of aſecrety,” 
the ſuppreſſion of which no facrifice- on his part | 
could be too great for, whilſt there was ſuch a = 
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perſon in being as Lord Crowbery, neither wa 
ſhe forry to find that Henry's ſcruples were not h 
general as ſhe thought them, nor his virtue abore 
price ; the inference ſhe drew from all this 
that the menace of a difeovery ſo fatal ty both 
parties, could not fail to draw him into her we 

1 fares, as effectually as Lady Crowbery*s money bal 
_ | 2:8 bribed him into her's; -and as delicacy was 6 pat 
"x of Jemima's character, whoſe paſſions were's 
violent as her foul was mean, the heart of Heu 
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1 was not her object; nor were any pratifications un- 

1 acceptable to her, becauſe not granted with you 

THE will, for pleaſure was pleaſure in her calculstien 

F - = of it, though it were extorted by terror, or gained. 

11 by artifice and trick. c. 

1 Her firſt care, therefore, was to bind Bridget 

1-4 to ſtrict ſecrecy for the preſent, that fo the ani 
1 i, being under no alarm, might continue their .. 
Wt > ings, till proofs of a more decifite nature mightbe 

| "fm obtained againſt them: her next ſolicitude was» 

.» procure an interview with Henry, and for this 

1 purpoſe ſhe diſpatched the old woman to way 

3 him before he left the houſe. This fucrecdet is 

1 her wiſh, for he no ſooner received her furmons 


5 than he obeyed it, prompted, as we may preſume 
by defire to afcertain, from her converſation, we 
ther any reports had been made to her, that might 
affect Lady Crowberrx. 
pon his preſenting himſelf to Jemima, there- 
ceived him with an air of joyful ſurprize,- congre- 
tulating him on his good fortune, and pigiling I- 
dy Crowbery to the Ries for her charity : he 1 
ſured him of the ſincere pleaſure The took in ſee· 
ing bim thus happily extricated out of all h . 
dle, and by the favour of his kind patronels 
to a fituation, whick ſo well became him; and 25 
he was perſuaded that his voble friend would 
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fail to go through with the good work the had ſet 
her — to, the could not ſuppoſe that Goody 
May's cottage would be any longer a fit reſidence 
for him; either on his own account or the lady's. 
, Was it not better,” ſhe aſked, for him to 
abide where he was, where his good friend might 


ſee him as often as the thought fit, without draw- 
ing any body's eyes upon her, as ſhe was in daily 
habits of conſulting the Doctor, and of courſe her 


—- 
= 


viſits would be paſſed to his account.” 


Upon Henry's obſerving that: Lady Crowbery's 
5 no, cover, ſhe quickly replied, 


that nobody held that lady's character in higher 


eſteem than herſelf; that he knew well enough 
ſhe had nothing to fear on the {core of reputation, 
if the world would report nothing but truth ; but 
as ſuch fair dealing was notus be expected, eſpecĩ- 
ally in her caſe, who bad ſo many evil- minded ſpies 
upon her, and ſo moroſe a huſhand to deal with, 
ſhe muſt think that too great caution could nat be 
taken to provide againſt conſequences —< For alas! 
poor lady,” added ſhe, “I am afraid, that with 


all her virtues and all her charities, ſhe is ſcarce. 


credited for the one by her jealous lord, and ill 


rewarded for the other by her thankleſs neigh» | 


bours.” #13 4 
Jemima carried on this hypocriſy with ſo much 
addreſs, that Henry began tothink the was fincere, 
at leaſt he was perſuaded that. nothing had been 
ſaid to her by Bridget, and of courſe nothing ſeen. 
As to his continuance at the _ cottage, he ſaw it 
nearly in the ſame light with Jemima; Lady Crow- 
bery herſelf had ſtated objections to it, and his 
own reflections ſuggeſted many more; what Je- 
mima had obſerved with reſpect to the commodi- 
ouſneſs of her own houſe was y.well found-. 
cd, and as ſhe betrayed no one ſymptom of her 
| former 
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former propenſity, but talked and looked with 
compoſure and ſedateneſs, he was half inclined ts 
accept of her propofal. There were other though, 
however, that croſſed him in this determination, 
and they required further reflection. He ſaw af 
the danger of bis ſituation with Lady Crowbery; 
the ardour with which ſhe had claſped him in her 
arms was more than he could account for, aud 
gave him ſerious alarm; gratitude had prompted * 
him, in an unguarded moment, to throw himſelf 
on his knees at her feet; the emotion on bis put 
was natural, and the ſource from which it ſprung 
pure and reſpectful, but what could be the motive 
with a perſon of her delicacy and decorum for z 
mark of ſenſibility fo extraordinary and uneaped- 
ed? Charity he could well underſtand to be kind 
and condeſcending, but charity is not called upon 
to embrace, to careſs the object it relieves; "The 
aft was an indication of ſomething more than pity; 
it followed upon his claiming her protection 6 3 
parent, and it ſeemed to be inſpired by all the ten- 
derneſs and affection of the character ſhe adopted; 
How was he to interpret it? 32 
1 Whilſt he was ſilently revobving thefe thoughts 
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in his mind, Jemima's eyes were fixed upon him, 


and the ſame contemplation that inſpired her with 
hope, inſpired her with deſire: the colour ru#ed 
into her cheeks, her countenance underwent # | 
change, that did not eſcape him Henry,” the 
ſaid, © I hope you are reſolved to accept my mv- 
tation; I have every diſpoſition to be-your friend 
that you can wiſh me to have; I will ſerve you, 
aſſiſt you, accommodate you in all points and pur- 
poſes, and be as ſecret as your own” thougats: 
with my friendſhip your fortune is made, without 
it you are ruined, loſt and undone”? - 
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Henry ſtared at her with ſurprize ; he ſaw the 
ſtorm gathering, but knew not where it would 
burſt ; nor could rightly divine what either her 
iſes or her menaces alluded to: he deſired hen 

to explain herſelf, | = N 
She pauſed for recollection, and ſeemed hefi- 
tating whether to proceed or to retraſt: probably 
it was her wiſh that ſhe had not precipitated her- 
ſelf into this dilemma, till matters had been riper 
for her purpoſe, but ſhe had already gone too far 


A to avail herſelf of a t; it was too late, the die 


was caſt, and ſhe muſt ſtand to the throw. « Well 
then,” ſhe cried, * fince you do not, or will not, 
underſtand me, fit down, and I will, as you defire, 
explain myſelf to you without reſerve, To prore 
to you therefore in a word how ſincerely I mean to 
deal with you, I ſhall begin by confeffing to you 
honeſtly and freely that I love you: Nay, do not 
ſtart from me, nor meditate an eſcape, for accord». 
ingly as you treat my ſecret I will treat yours; 
therefore I muſt be heard: yes, Heury, I love you ; 
but take notice, I am not ſo unreaſonable as to 
aim at engrofling either your attentions or affecti- 
ons; nay, I am ſo much your friend, that I am 
content to be ſecond and ſubordinate in your re- 
gards, for I will not ſtand in the way of your bet- 
ter fortune, nor traverſe any of your plans and af. - 
fignations with a richer, if not a fairer, lady; but 
where I know, and can depoſe upon oath, that 
you have been faſt locked in her arms, I tell you | 
ingenuouſiy that mine ſhall not be long empty, 
nor ſhall my paſſion be lighted, whilſt Lady Crow- 
bery's is gratified,” : 
Horror-ſtruck with this dreadful : 
Henry remained for ſome moments deprived as it 
ſhould ſeem both of ſenſe and motion, and inca- 
pable of a reply. To chuſe between infamy and 
ruin, 
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ruin, had the danger been all his own, would have 
coſt him little deliberation; but the firſt gloomy 
an, + that opened upon him, was that of his 
denefactreſs ſacrificed on his account; he ſaw her 
in his imagination ſummoned before her ſurly ty- 
rant, arraigned, condemned, and delivered over 
to infamy arid diſgrace: At the ſame time his very 
nature revolted from the loathſome means propoſed 
for preventing this calamity; and was it aſter all 
a ſecurity to be relied upon? What ſecret could 
be ſafe with a character ſo abandoned, and a tem- 
per fo outrageous, as Jemima's ? None: to what 
e then ſhould he involve himſelf in turpi- 
tude and guilt, when he could neither keep miſ- 
fortune from his benefactreſs by. ſuch meaſures, ' 
nor endure his own remorſe of conſcience in the 
mean time? And though innocence might not 
ſerve either Lady Crowbery or himſelf as a defence 
apainſt the malice of Jemima and the injuſtice of, 
my Lord, yet was he well convinced that nothing 
in this life could compenſate for. the loſs of it: 80 
far, however, he would yield to the preffure of 
the moment for the fake of gaibing time, as not to 
irritate Jemima's temper by too peremptory a re- 
e: He attempted therefore to ſoothe her by 
the following expoſtslation : Aga 
« Though I take Heaven to witneſs that Tam as 
innocent in thought and deed towards the lady you 
allude to as the child unborn ;. and though from 
ſoul I believe the is as pure in nature as unſul- 
lied ſnow; yet I know the peril ſhe would incur, 
and can well conceive the malicious interpretation 
her innocence would be expoſed to, was you fo 
cruelty bent upon her deſtruction, as to ſet forth 
the circumſtauce, which Bridget has reported to 
you; in it's worſt colours to her ungenerous lord; 
I know how cafy it would be for prejudice like by | 
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by falſe conſtructions to repreſent an of 
pity as an act of criminality, and turn the world 
againſt her to the ruin of her reputation; But this 
would be a degree of inhumanity which can nevet 
enter into your heart; I am perſuaded your nature 
is not capable of compaſſing the deſtrattion of an 
amiable and innocent woman by fuch harrid:means: 
For my part, ſooner than I would be party in fuck 
2 deed, I wonld meet death itſelf, in whatever 
ſhape of terror and torment. it approached me; and 
believe me, Madam, could I ſuſpect you | capable 
of going theſe lengths in revenge for any want of 
attention, which your partiality for me might in- 
terpret into flights, I would rather my life ſhould 
atone for the offence, than that Lady Crowbery's 
e or reputation ſhould be ſacriſiced 

my il. conduct or neglect.“ 
& Very well,” replied Jemima, then it is in 
power to decide upon the fate of that lady 
| who is ſo infinitely dear to you, by proportioning 
$ | your attentions to the value that you ſet upon my 

ſecrecy.” 

« Prove me- then,” he cried; « tax me to the 
extent of my capacity in any honeſt ſervices, and 
mark if I decline the trial. 

« Honeſt: ſervices?” ſhe repeated; «& what are | 
they? Lhave made a fair confeſſion to you, Henry, 
and I will not be trifled; with” 

« | preſume,” anſwered he, «© you have aſenſe: 
of that religion you profeſs ſo zealouſly; you have 
a proper feeling for the: dignity and delicacy of 

your ſex; you have a recollection of thoſe ſolemn; 
2 to which you pledged your faith at the. 


6 bee proper ſenſe,” mmplicd Jamia el: 
your ne eee to me, 


: 
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e 
who am eſtabliſhed by faith beyond the'reach of 


puilt or the poſſibility of falling” 
„ But 1,” interpoſed” Henry, who cannot 


boaſt ſuch an all-availing faith, do not poſſeſs ſo 


qualifying 2 confidence; therefore I muft requeſt | 


u will with patience hear a few words from me, 
Th he principles which nature and education have 
inſtilled into my heart, are ſuch as teach me to be- 


lieve no faith can purify the ſoul which guilt de- 


files. This doctrine was impreſſed upon me by 
that beſt of friends, for whoſe lamented loſs Tam 
now in mourning. He was a father to me in ef. 
feft, though of my real parents I am ignorant. At 
his death I became deſtitute, and in that ſtate of 
abſolute diſtreſs was found and relieved by your 
worthy huſband : Shall I repay him with the black- 


eſt treachery ? To him I owe the happy chance 


that caſt me on the protection of Lady Crowbery; 


| he was the friend and patroneſs of my deceaſed 
benefattor, the Reverend Mr. Ratcliffe ; for his 


fake ſhe beſtowed theſe bounties upon me, in ten- 


der recollection of his valued memory, and in pity _ 


for the reli of his care; whilſt I was kneeling at 
her feet in grateful acknowledgment of her good- 
neſs, ſhe threw her charitable arms upon my neck 
in pure benevolence,” —* You own it then!“ in- 
terpoſed Jemima ; ** *tis enough. Give me only 
to know that a woman of Lady Crowbery's caſt, 
ſoft; ſentimental, full of K paſſions, and ne- 


glected by her huſband, goes the length of raking, 
a young fellow like you in her arms; and I will 


take upon me to ſay, ſuch a woman can have but 


one poſſible motive for what ſhe does. Talk not 
to me of benevolence and charity: would ſhe em- 


brace a beggar ? would ſhe preſs age and uglineſs 


to her boſom ? No, no, Henry, you cannot im- 


upon me, nor do I believe you are yourſelf 
poſe if , * — 
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impoſed upon: you are at once the irreſiſtible con- 
queror of us both, and the only difference between 
us is, that I have the fincerity to avow a paſſion 
for you, and ſhe has the hypocriſy to diſguiſe it.” 

This faid, ſhe turned towards him, and with 
outſpread arms was proceeding to embrace him, 
when ſtarting back, he exclaimed—« Hold, Ma- 
dam ! I am not faint enough to ſubſcribe to your 
opinions, nor quite ſo much of a ſinner as to ſuit 
your purpoſes.” 2 

He now ſprung out of the room, and left her in 
that ſtate of mind, which is as little intitled to pity 
as It is calculated to excite. envy. | 5 
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CnarerTER V. 
Miſcellanerus Matters. 


S our hero ſlowly directed his ſteps towards 
A the hoſpitable cottage, pondering the pre- 
ceding dialogue in his mind, a thouſand diſtracting 
thoughts took poſſeſſion of him by turns: ſome- 
times he reproached himſelf for not having at- 
tempted to ſoothe Jemima with hopes and 75 
miſes; at other times he almoſt doubted if he 
ought not to have ſacrificed every ſcruple for Lady 
Crowbery's ſake; again his ſpirit roſe againſt ſuch 
groſs impurity, and the fallacy of the maxim * of 
doing evil that good might come ſtruck him in 
full force.“ If innacence,” he cried, ( can be no. 
otherwiſe protected than by the commiſſion of 
guilt, let it ſhift for itſelf.” To appeal to the 
Doctor was to rouſe a ſuſpicion in Jemima, that 
he had betrayed her to him, and that he foreſaw 

VoL. I. M | would 
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would be the certain way to drive her upon retal;. 
ation ; beſides, he knew the amount of Zachary; 
authority, and how little good was to be looked 
For from his interference: to apprize Lady Crow. 
bery of her danger was his anxious wiſh, but by 
what means he knew not, for neither ipterview 


nor letter ſeemed either, eaſy or ſafe to undertake, 


Exckiel's fidelity could not be doubted, but as a 
counſeJJor ip this caſe, few men could be found 


leſs qualified, 


Henry, had now croſſed the green, and wa: 
making towards the cottage, when he heard him. 
ſelf accoſted by a map in a plain drab riding-coat, 
and booted, ,who aſked him if that great houſe at 
a diftance belonged to Lord Crowbery ? Henry, 
who had juſt then little or no attention for any 
.thing but the thoughts he was immerſed in, ſtared 
rather wildly at the ſtranger, and in a peeviſh kind 
of tone anſwered, that he knew nothing at all of 


the matter.—* That is rather extraordinary,” re- 


plied the ſtranger, for I think I ſaw you come 
from the houſe, where Lady Crowbery has been; 
and if you are bound to that cottage, you are go- 
ing where ſhe is. — “ And what is that te you, 
Sir ?” demanded Henry, in the ſame tone, and 
abruptly turned away him. He now quick- 
ened his pace, and, entering the cottage kitchen, 
Found there Ezekiel and Dame May, who imme- 
diatgly gave him the fignal for filence, telling him, 
in a whiſper, that Lady Crowbery and Miſs Man- 
ſock were in the inner room conferring with Su- 
fan . And I hope,” added the dame that our 
girl is in a way to get a place with one of them.” 
The good dame conjectured rightly, for thoſe 
ladies — been queſtioning Suſan May _ on 
tain preliminary circumſtances, - to be we 
explained before any overture Gs ide on Miſs 
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Manſtock's part for hiring her as her waiting-wo- 
man. The points, which Suſan had to clear, were 
ſimply what aroſe from the aſperſions Blachford 


had caſt upon her with reſpect to Henry; and be- 


ing ſtraitly interrogated on the ſubject by Lady 
Crowbery, ſhe anſwered, without prevarication 
or reſerve, that to be fure ſhe could not deny a 
very fincere eſteem for Henry, as who could help 


liking one every way ſo worthy and ſo engaging ? * 


but as to what that baſe man; Mr. Blachford, im- 
puted to her, ſhe denied it utterly. It would be 


well for him, ſhe obſerved, if he had one grain of 


that honour which Henry poſſeſſed, in ſuch a de- 
gree, that ſhe believed he would die a thouſand 
deaths rather than be guilty of ſuch baſeneſs as 
that vile man had meditated againſt her: ſhe then 
related the particulars of his attempt upon her 
when ſhe ſolicited him to releaſe Henry from the 
ſtocks. | 

When both ladies had joined in expreſſing their 
juſt abhorrence of ſuch with proper 
commendations of Suſan's ſhe again re- 
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as from my ſoul I do, all thoſe who are good to 
him, and your ladyſhip above all.” 

Suſan ceaſed, and whilſt the tears lowed from 
her ſoft eyes, a ſympathetic ſhower bedewed the 
cheeks of Lady Crowbery ; the lovely Iſabella (for 
lovely ſhe was, gentle reader, and fair beyond my 
powers of deſcription) was fo pleaſed with the fin- 
cere and natural character of the girl, that turning 

to her with a gracious ſmile, and addreſſing her 
in a voice as tuneable as the lyre of Apollo, ſhe 

faid, „I am ſo charmed with your ſincerity, Su- 
fan, that if my place is acceptable to you, we are 
agreed: from this moment you belong to me; and 
if the malice of Mr, Hlachford attempts ill to 
purſue you, depend upon it neither he nor his 
flander will find admiſſion where I am. As for 
your attachment to.this young perſon, whom you 
deſcribeſo amiable, though my hard heart has ne- 
ver been touched by the paſſion of love, and I do 
not ſo much as gueſs what it means, I have never- 
theleſs all the compaſſion in life for thoſe who ſub- 
fer by it ; and for you, Suſan, in particular, who 
are out of hope of obtaining the object you ad- 
mire, Tou muſt therefore ſtrive to forget him as 
faſt as you can, which, I ſhould ſuppoſe, you can 
find ne difficulty in doing. x 

Suſan ſhook her head, but ſaid nothing: a cer- 
tain look, which Lady Crowbery beſtowed upon 


her fair couſin, was perhaps not miſinterpreted, * 


when, the corrected herſelf by faying, —«< I con- 
. Elude I have been blundering upon ſomething per- 
fectly abſurd, which is not to be wondered at when 
one talks without underſtanding what one talks 
about. You know, couſin, I have never been in 
Suſan's ſituation; and as all my wiſhes have been 
conſtantly prevented by an indulgent father, I 
really never felt what cn ſeriouſly be called a 
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diſappointment of any ſort: in love, at leaſt; I can 
venture to ſay, I am pretty. ſecure,”—5* Don't be 
too ſecure,” cried Lady Crowbery, tapping har 
gently on the cheek as the role; from her chair. 
And ;naw the ladies, followed by Suſan May, en- 
tered the room, where Ezekiel, racy, and Goody. 
May, were, aflembled.. ' 

The happy news was here — of Suſan” $- 
being preferred to wait upon the perſon of Miſs 
Manſtock. This was the height of Al earthly hap- 
pineſs that could befall the mother of Suſan — 
if ſhe herſelf did not welcome it with quite the 
ſame tranſport, it was not want of value for her 
young miſtreſs, that damped her joy, for all the 
neighbourhood rung with Iſabella's praiſe, and 
Sir Roger Manſtock was univerſally beloved; but 
there was a pang at the heart of that fond. girl, 
which in the very moment of her good fortune 
drew a ſigh from her breaſt, and directed her eyes 
towards Henry with the moſt penſive expreſſion: 
this glance was not unnoticed by Iſabella, who fol- 
lowed it in its paſſage to the countenance of our 
hero, which being juſt then overſpread with a ten- 
der bluth, and charactered with the fineſt touches 
that pity and benevolence could give it, was per- 
haps in nature the moſt dangerous object that a 
young lady, who had ſo lately ſet love at defiance, 
could encounter; and, was I poetically given, I 
ſhould here take occaſion to introduce that re- 
vengeful deity taking aim from behind the perſon. 
of my hero, like Teucer covered by the ſhield ob 
Ajax, and launching at the heart of Iſabella one 
of his ſwifteſt and moſt fatal arrows. Certain ĩt is, 
there was ſome buſy meſſenger or other, that flit- 
ted in that moment on his malicious errand, and, 
whiſpering in her ear, fore warned her, that the: 
god of. love was. not ta be affronted. with impunity. 

The 


HENRY. 


or ſome fiſter ſpirit equ 
threw an accident in the 

their returning in the carriage, by taking 

: compelling the 

to reſort to the blackſmith for a repair of the 


being reported, Iſabella quick] E 
through the plantations, which lady 
coufin as quickly cloſed with, happy in the excuſe 
for taking her beloved Henry with her. It was in 
vain therefore that the fooliſh ſervant aſſured his 
lady the jobb would be done in a few minutes; 
= evidence was 3 diſmiſſed, and the ladies 

juſting their cloaks, ſet for ward without liſtening 
| — accompanied by our hero, 

blooming with every modeſt grace that beauty, 
| — and ſenſibility, could unite to adorn him 


When they entered the plantation were 
ſecure from being overlooked, and then the mo- 
ther, whoſe heart yearned towards her new-dif- 
covered treaſure, pretending to want ſupport, 
paſſed her arm under his, and inſtinctively preſſed 
it to her heart, giving him at the ſame time a look 
of unutterable fondneſs. The action was ſo mark- 
ed as not to be miſunderſtoagd : Henry felt it, and 
turned pale with alarm; ſeized with a ſudden 
faintneſs, he ſeemed not leſs in want of ſupport 
than the lady herfelf: ſhe ſaw his change of coun- 
tenance, ſhe perceived him tremble as ſhe leant 
upon him, and perfectly comprehended all the de- 
licacy and dittreſs of his ſenſations : concealment 
was no longer generous, it was no longer ſafe; 
nay, it was now no longer in her power. He had 
ſtopt ſhort from incapacity to proceed; heir mu- 
tual embarraſſment was too conſpicuous to be over- 


looked by Iſabella, bad ſhe been ever ſo age 
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ouſty accommodating; but of theſe arts ſhe was 
perfectly ignorant, and had already run to the 
aſſiſtance of her couſin, very naturally alarmed at 
her ſituation, and was tendering a bottle of falts 
to her; when that lady, in the tendereſt tone, 
exclaimed, * Oh! my ſweet friend, my beloved 
Ifabella, judge not unfavourably of me for the un- 
common ſenſibility, the ftrong emotions, which 
you ſee me ſeized with: [knew the parents of this 
youth; dear to me they were as my own lite, near 
as the blood that flows from' my own heart, — 
Here ſhe fell upon Henry's neck, and in her agony 
ſobbed aloud. 

At this inſtant the perſon' of the Viſcoutit was 
ſeen advancing towards them in the ſame walk: 
there was no further time for explanation ; ſcarce 
a moment remained for reflection; Henry was 
bidden to retire with alt ſpeed; Lady Crowbery 
ſtruggled to compoſe herſelf for the dre ade Cren- 
contre; the affectionate Iſabella was employed in 
chearing and ſupporting her ; but the interval was 
momentary, and my Lord at hand. 

It was ſo unuſual a thing with him to walk at 
this hour of day, and in this place, that nothing 
could be more unlooked for than this meeting: 
he had now ſeen with his own eyes a confirmation 
of what had already been reported to him by 
Blachford. That gentleman, enraged at — 


all his deſigns upon Suſan May traverſed by4hbe 


interference of Henry, and her refignation of 
ſemima's ſervice, had paid a viſit to that diſconſo- 
late dame within a very few minutes after our hero 
had left her in a ſtate of mind little ſhort of ab- 
{ſolute phrenzy : inflamed as ſhe was to the height 
with rage, indignation, and revenge, the flatter- 
ing attentions of that infidious viſitor, whoſe groſs 
appetites could batten on à moor, gained thereby 
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the knowledge of an important difcovery, and 
ſhe the gratification of a revengetal paſſion, well 
knowing to what malicious purpoſes he would 
apply the ſecret the had imparted to him. 

The meeting between the Viſcount and his lady, 
from which fo many dreadful reproaches were 
expected, went off without any; a few words in 
paſſing, and thoſe addreſſed to miſs Manſtock, 
were all that occurred; but Lady Crowbery dil- 
covered enough in the ſullenneſs of his look to 
awaken all her apprehenſions, nor was ſhe de- 
ceived in her obſervations : My Lord purſued: his 
way towards Juſtice Blachford's, and the ladies 
held on their walk and their diſcourſe till they 
arrived at the caſtle. 

As ſoon as Henry had paſted the plantation-gate 
that opened upon the village-green, he was again 
accoſted by the ſtranger in the horſeman's coat, 
who told him he had juſt picked up a ring in the 
foot-path, which he conceived had been dropt 
there by Lady Crowbery as ſhe paſſed, and begged 
Him to take the charge of returning it to her, as 
he himſelf was upon the wing, and could not un- 
_ dertake the delivery of it in perſon, 

Henry took the ring, examined it, was con- 
vinced that it belonged to Lady Crowbery; and 
recollecting that his former treatment of this per- 
fon, when he broke in upon his meditations, had 
been none of the moſt courteous, he was the more 
_ defirous to make up for it by his civility on this 
OCcaion : the man ſeemed in that ſtyle of life as 
might be complimented on his honeſty without an 
affront to his dignity. The ring was of value, for 
it conſiſted of a table diamond ſet in the ſhape of 
a heart, under which was a plait of hair, with the 
words Cecilia Adamant, neatly engraved upon the 
back of the ſetting. This, Henry obſerved, being 
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the maiden-name of Lady Crowbery, was à proof 
of its belonging to her, and he therefore ſuggeſted 
it to him as proper to be delivered by his own 
hands, the meanneſs of his appearance warranting 
to add, that he was perſuaded that generous lady 
would wiſh to make a ſuitable return to the finder. 

I underſtand your kind hint,” replied the man, 
« and am thankful to you for it; if her Ladyſhip 
ſhould be pleaſed in her bounty to take any conſi 
deration for the finder of this trinket, be ſo good 
to tell her, it is a poor man lately returned from 
tranſportation, who will thankfnlly recerve her fa-- 
vours through your hands: but as I don't think it 
ſafe to put myſelf in the way of Lord Crowbery, 
circumſtanced as I am, ſo I do moſt earneſtly con- 
jure you n6t to give the ring to my Lady in his 
preſence, nor to let any intimation Teach him that” 
may expoſe me to be traced as the finder of it: 
for the preſent, it will not be prudent for me to 
tarry here any longer; ſometime hence I may call 
upon you again.“ — 4 Sometime hence,” replied 
Henry, „I may not chance to be found here; but 
call at that cottage, and whatever is there dopg- 
ſited will be honeſtly delivered to you by the g 
people of the houſe: you know your own danger 
beſt, but if returning from tranſportation conſtir 
tutes any part of. it, I ſhould think ycu had better 
have been filent on that head ; however, you may 
depend upon it I ſhall not betray your truſt either 
in one caſe or the other.“ 

« Dir,” rejoined the ſtranger, “ permit me to 
lay, there is ſomething in your countenance that 
aſſures me I might repoſe greater truſts than this 
in your keeping without hazard ; the good "ogy 
of the cottage you pointed to has made me 
quainted with your adventures in this places 7. 
you muſt allow me to ſay that I honour you from 
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my ſoul: though I have been a guilty man in my 
time (which you will readily*delieve, having told 
— Iam newly returned from tranſportation) yet 

love virtue, and reverence brave, humane and 
virtuous perſons like you: I have been alſo told of 
Lady Crowbery's generoſity to you, and I applaud 
her for it; charity is a lovely quality, but frailty 
is of the very eſſence of woman; and I beſeech 
you to recollect that Lady Crowbery is a wife,” 
This faid, he haſtily turned away, and before 
our hero could recover the furprize which a ſpeech 
ſo unexpected had thrown him into, the ſtranger 
was out of ſight. Sh 
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_ ſtanding. 


HEN Henry 


returned- to the cottage, he 


miller, who had come to report the convaleſcence 
of his ſon; and as he really bore a grateful mind 
towards our hero, it was with great pleaſure he 
congratulated him on the happy change in his for- 
tune and appearance: he then began to ſound forth 
the praifes of Lady Crowbery for her charities; 
and when he had run on in this ſtrain for ſome 


time, frequently appealing to Henry, who made 
no reply, he looked at him with a degree of ſur- 


ize, and ſaid,—« How is this, friend Henry? 
You fay nothing all this while.” Our hero now 
anſwered, that if he was filent on the ſubject, it 
was not from want of gratitude, but * he 
a ew 


found Ezekiel fitting with old Weevil, the 
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knew amy not wiſh her good deeds to be 
talked of. Heyday!” cried Weevil, « what is 
the value of a good deed, if the world does not 
know it ? For my part, if 1 do a man a kind turn, 
I am the firſt to let him hear of u; for where 
would be the pleaſure of it eſe; and how 
can I expe& a return of the kindneſs, if 1 
don't let him underſtand from whence it came? 
—Then turning to Ezckiel, who did not ſeem to 
reliſh his notions, and had exhibited certain tokens 
that they would not paſs unqueſtioned, he demand- 
ed of him, with an air of raillery, if he preached 
— of charity as that lady was ſuppoſed to 
ractiſe 
: Ezekiel roſe from his ſeat, and drawing himſelf 
up into an rect poſture, as his cuſtom was when 
he debated any intereſting point“ Neighbour 
Weevil,” he cried, „ you demand of me, av 2 
preacher, if I recommend to my flock ſuch fort 
of charity as this good lady practiſeth; and I de- 
mand of thee, as a Chriſtian, if thy paſtor hath 
never taught thee that good leſſon, ¶ Let not thy 
left hand know what thy right hand doeth?” 0 
« hope I know that without mn 2 
the miller, “for ſurely no man 
hand into his neighbour” s ſack, and be fool —— 
to blazon his own ſhame; I think he would be 
but a ſilly fellow, who did not keep his own coun- 
cil in ſuch a caſe; but that any one ſhould be 


aſhamed of giving away their alms, and” take no 


credit for what they beſtow, ſeems to me an un- 
accountable piece of buſineſs; for why ſhould: I 
lay out my money, and get nothing for it ?” 

« And is it nothing,” cried the preacher, ele- 
vating his voice, and rifing on his inſteps, «to 
purchaſe «hat divine ſenſation, which ſprings with- 


in the human breaſt when we relieve the — 
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of 2 fellow-creature? Is the ſelf. approving teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience nothing worth, unleſs 
echoed back upon thee by the applauſes of the 


world? The eye of the Almighty is upon the deeds 


of men, whether they be good or evil; nay, more 
than that, it penetrates to the heart, and diſcerns 
the motives and ſecret ſprings which govern it, 
Is it not enough for man to know, that he, who 
ſeeth in ſecret, will reward us -openly? I hope, 
friend Weevil, thou art not a man of that phari- 
faical kidney, as loveth greetings in the market- 


thee.” | 

I blow a trumpet !” replied the miller, ſome- 
what angrily; “1 don't know what you mean by 
ſuſpecting me of ſuch mountebank tricks; and as 
for greetings in the market-place, whether I love 
em or not is no matter; but I have plenty of them 
without aſking for, for I don't go there without 
my money.; they are glad enough to greet me, 
friend Ezekiel, for I am a fair trader, do you fee, 
and neither blow trumpet or horn to call cuſtom- 


ers about me, and bring griſt to my mill: No, 


no, if they like my dealings they are welcome; if 
not, let 'em go elſewhere. If the mill were never 
to go till I blew a trumpet, it would ſtand ſtill to 
everlaſting for me; but I can't fay ſo much for 
you, Doctor, in your way of trade; you may be 
faid to blow a trumpet, methinks, when you are 
perched up in a tree, hooting and howling and 
preaching the end of the world to a parcel of poor 
ſcared wretches, that are ready, through fright, 
to hang themſelves upon the branches of it : this 
I call blowing a trumpet, maſter Zekiel,” added 
he, ©« and ſuch a trumpet it is, that with my good 


will ſhall never enter theſe cars whilſt they are fixt 
« Be 


to my head.“ 


place, and delighteth to blow a trumpet before 
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« Be it ſo ſcorner, be it ſo,” replied the 
preacher : © if thy heart be hardened even to the 
conſiſtency of one of thine own mill-ſtones, whoſe 
misfortune is it but thine own? Pharaoh's heart 
was alſo in like caſe, he was hardened againſt the 
warnings of the meek man Moſes, and what was 
his fate? Whelmed in the red ſea, ſwallowed up, 
drowned, Gaffer Weevil, drowned I ſay, as thou 
perchance may'ſt be for a judgment in thine on 
mill-tail ; which, God forbid! for I would rather 
wiſh thee to live .and to repent : nay, hath not a 
judgment fallen upon thee already, a terrible judg- 
ment, from which thou art newly eſcaped ? and 
wilt thou not obey the warning, as holy David 
obeyed, when the Lord ſmote the fon of Bath- 
ſheba for his fins ? Will nothing awaken thee but 
the laſt tramp, thou deaf adder?” | 
* Here Ezekiel Daw turned his eyes towards the 
place, that had lately been occupied by the perſon 
of Weevil, and diſcovered nothing there within 
his ken fave an old elbow-chair, lucrally. as void 
of edification as the deaf adder; miller Weevil 
having neither carried that away with him, nor 
one {angle word of inſtruction from the late ex- 
poſtulatory harangue, I] proteſt,” quoth Eze- 
kiel, as he looked about for Weevil, „the man 
hath diſappeared, and the chair of the ſcorner is 
left empty : Good hope,” added he, fitting down 
in it at the ſame time, I ſhall not offend againſt 
the N Ad precept by placing myſelf in his 
ſtead.“ ö 
« No fear of that,” ſaid Henry, « the words 
are not to be taken in their literal ſenſe.“ 
« Humph!” replied the preacher, & don't be too 
ſure of that, young man; it is early day for ſuch 
as thou art to ſet up for an expounder of holy 
Writ.”==i I beg pardon,” anſwered the youth; 
« if 
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c if I had been aware there could have been two 
opinions in the caſe, I ſhould. have held back my 
own till I heard what your's was.” —* All is well,” 
rejoined the other, I do not reprove thee, child, 
but for thy good; I would warn thee againſt the 
example of that froward man, who hath newly 
departed in his error, and ſuddenly diſappeared, 
whilſt my eye was not upon him: -A circum- 
ſtance, that could hardly have happened to apy 
ather perſon than Ezekiel, whoſe eye, like the 
poet's, had been rolling in fo fine a phrenſy, that 
the miller and every other perſon about him might 
have walked out of company at that moment with- 

The good man, who, as we have before ob- 
ſerved, was only patient upon principle, had been 
not a little nettled at the retort of: the trumpet, 
which being a martial inſtrument, had founded 


a note in his car, that had ſomewhat rouſed the 


natural ardour of. bis ſpirit; a hint, which. we 
think fit to give to the ſagacious reader, who mi 
elſe conceive there was hardly cauſe ſufficient fo 
the vivacity of his reproof to our young hero, 
whoſe nature certainly was not prone to give of- 
fence, nor wanting in humility ;. in proof of which 
we take leave to add, that he quietly ſubmitted to 
a long lecture from Doctor Daw upon that very 
virtue, of which it was plain he had a much greater 
ſhare by nature than his teacher, 
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AME May now returned to the 

having circulated the happy tidings of her 
daughters promotion into every houſe of the vil- 
lage, where ſhe could find an acquaintance at 
leiſure to give her the hearing; and as we are 
never better diſpoſed to rejoice with others than 
when we are joyful ourſclves, ſo it was with this 
good woman, whoſe heart, though naturally apt 
to ſympathize, was at- this inoment in the beſt 
humour poſfible fo take a friendly ſhare in Henry's 
good fortune: whilſt her eyes overflowed with 

eaſure at the fight of him in his new a 


er tongue poured forth praifes in abundance, and 
bl Ai - 0 


of his lady's miſconduct; for though he had ob- 
ſerved a filence when he met her in the 
plantation, nothing which there paſſed had eſcaped 
his obſervation; and the reader will recollect 
Fry flpciows on: the to acknowledge it was a 
9 one: the 

to 


prepared for any meaſures of revenge, that 
be to bim 
tice in all caſes of danger ic 
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fight, and put his proxies in the front, his caution 
did not forſake bim upon the meeting with his: 
lady, and he prudently forbore to waſte any of 
His noble anger in words, not wiſhing. either that 
i Miſs Manſtock ſhould witneſs them, or that Heary 
mould be called to an altercation on the — 
whether becauſe he deemed him too ignoble for- 
his perſonal reſentment, or too gallant to ſubmit 
to his inſult, muſt be left as matter of opinion; 
we do not with to have any correfpondence with. 
his lordſhip's. private meditations; as to his diſ- 
cuſſions with Lady Crowbery, he was very inge-- 
nious in ſelecting proper times and ſeaſons for 
them. Tbe cabal now ſitting conſiſted of Blach- 
| ford, Captain Crowbery of the marines, and Ful- 
| ford, an attorney; gentlemen entirely devoted to- 
his lordſhip, and the major part at leaſt not im- 
moderately prejudiced by the ſecret dictates of: 
Juſtice, conſcience, or: honour. 

The inmates of the cottage were now collefied} 
for Suſan had joined the party, but not with the 
fame joyous ſpirits that her mother had brought 
amongſt them; a ſecret melancholy. ſeemed: to 
weigh upon her heart, and Henry, who well di- 
vined the cauſe, between compaſſion for her and 
alarm for Lady Crowbery, found ample occupa-- 
tion for his thoughts : as for Ezekiel Daw, the 
even tenor of his ſpirits-was-not apt to be diſcom-- 
poſed either by the fortunate or unfortunate events 
of this life. 

One of the firſt meaſures reſolved- upon by the 
cabal, had been to expel the tenants of the cottage 
from their humble abode; the tenement belonged 
to Blachford, and was held at will; ſo long as he 
foſtered any hopes of ſucceeding with the daugh- 
ter, that conſiderate gentleman had been a very 
eaſy landlord to the mother; hut now that he * 

| his 


N 
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his deſigns blaſſ ed, firſt by her attachment to 
Henry, and ſecondly, by her engagement with 
Miſs Manſtock, his charity cooled ſo faſt, that he 
commiſſioned Fulford the attorney not to, 


warn her mother from the premiſſes, but alſo tq; 


enforce payment of certain arrears of rent, which 


He had abſtained to demand from motives. aboves.. 


mentioned; nay, it was. aflerted on the part of 
the poor widow, that as far as any unwi 4 
promiſe could avail, he had paſſed his word to her 
for an acquittal of the whole. ; | 

Charged with theſe inſtructions, Fulford now 
preſented himſelf to the party in the cottage, and 
in proper terms of office delivered himſelf of bis 
commitſion. Goody May heard the warning, and. 
demand accompanying it, with horror proporti- 
oned to the diſtreſs it menaced her with. The 
bounty of Lady Crowbery in conſideration of her 
kindneſs to Henry, had juſt enriched her with a 
ſum, which this demand ſo nearly involved, that 


ſhe felt herſelf in imagination even poorer than 


ſhe was before; her flattering hopes of peace 
and plenty vaniſned like a dream; ſtript by her 
deceitful creditor of all her ſtock of wealth, and 
thruſt out of her cottage, ſhe knew herſelf to be 
excluded in effect from the pariſh, where ſhe had 
long dwelt in the good eſteem of the villagers, and 
by the humble exerciſe of her art had hitherto 
contrived to earn a decent maintenance; it was a 
further aggravation to her ſorrows, that in this 
diſtreſs her friend and inmate Ezekiel was to 
be a ſharer: ſhe fixed her eyes upon the counte- 
nance of the attorney, ſhe ſaw no movements of 
compailion there; ſhe then turned them upon her 
friends aſſembled around her, ſhe drew no com- 
tort from their looks, threw herſelf into a chair 
and burſt into tears. a 1 
Ezekiel 
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"Ezekiel ſeeing this, put himſelf: between Ful. 
fort and the door, towards which he was retreat- 
ing, and gently laying his hand upon his. breaſt in 
the action of ſtopping him, with a fteatly look and 
folemn tone, addreſſed him in the following words 
Mr. Fulford, you are an attorney; and pity, 
though not unknown to ſome of your profeſſion, 
is certainly no part of your buſineſs here; ] ſhall 
not therefore trouble you by appealing to what it 
is evident you do not pofſeſs : whether this poor 
woman is at this inſtant furniſhed with money fuf- 
ficient to diſcharge your demand, F cannot take 
upon me to fay; I myſelf have ſome little matter 
in hand, which will be forth coming at her call.“ 
I ͤ have enough, and more than enough,” 
cried Henry“ Peace, young man,” replied the 
preacher, « and interrupt me not: this gentle» 
man's time is too precious to liſten to the modes 
we ſhall take for raifing the ſum he requires of ns, 
neither is his nature likely to be ſoftened by any 
difficulties we are put to in providing it : with your 
leave, therefore, Mr. Attorney, we ſhall defire 
you will fignify to your principal, that we do not 
oppoſe ourſelves to the power which the law has 
given him over us, for expelling us from his cot- 
tage : tell him we have received his orders, and 
are preparing to obey them, but ſay withal, that 
they have wrung the tears from the eyes of the 
widow, and let him prepare himſelf to anſwer the 
appeal that is gone up againſt kim,” 

« Lookye, Maſter Daw,” replied Fulford, 
* how all that may be is another caſe, and corom 
non nobis as we ſay ; my commiſſion extends no far- 
ther than to the widow May; ſhe is the party I 
am to look to; with reſpect to you I have no 
inſtructions, and for aught I know, you may bare 
his worſhip's leave for remaining on the — 

—« How 
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Ho ſay you, fir?” exclaimed Fzekiel, «6 ns 
I have his leave to abandon this poor widow 
will neither take his leave, nor his example, for 
any thing ſo baſe and daſtardly: be ſhall never 
teach me to be cruel like "himſelf, he ſhall never 
ſeduce me to make promiſes of protection and at- 
terwards revoke them ; [ rejeRt his favour, and 
will perſiſt in my integrity.” s 
© You =. your. own buſineſs bet,” ak 
Fulford; I am to look for the rent, or diſtrain 
tothe amount Name it,” cried 22 EE 
duce your bill, Lam prepared to diſcharge it 
And who are you, replied Fulford, * that take 
upon yourſelf to ſpeak to a gentleman in ſo peremp- 
tory a ſtile?ꝰ ( I ſpeak to you,” ſaid Henry, © as 
I ſhould to your principal” Speak then to my 
principal,” replied the attorney; and turning on 
his heel, quitted the company. 

Before he had gone many paces from the door, 
Iſabella, accompanied by her father, entered the 
cottage : Goody May had not yet dried her tears, 
and the cauſe of them being enquired into by her 
worthy viſitors, gave her an opportunity of relat- 
ing what had paſſed. Sir Roger Manſtock, whoſe 
heart was ever open to a caſe of pity, and who well 
knew the hateful character of Blachford, bade her 
be comforted, for that he would provide ber with 
a habitation on his own eſtate, and in the near 
neighbourhood of her daughter, where ſhe ſhould. 
be at leaſt as well lodged and better protected than 
ſhe was at preſent,—*« As for the little matter of 
rent,” added he, . which Mr. Blachford thinks 
fit to exact of you, notwithſtanding his word to 
the contrary, if one of you will ſtep out and call 
back the attorney, we will diſcharge it on the 


ſpot,” 
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Henry flew upon the errand; and was at Blach- 
ford's door in an inſtant, where that gentleman 
was then ſtanding with Fulforꝗd at his elbow. At 
the name of Sir Roger Manſtock he ſtarted, ſwell- 
ed with pride and, paſſion, and ſtrode away with 
haſty ſleps to the cottags, re. the attorney to 
follow him. it. 5191 1 3A 

t© Give me leave,” ſaid he, as. he ſet his foot, 
within the door, & to tell yon, Sir Roger Man- 
ſtock, that I do not hold it proper. behaviour from 
one gentleman to another to-interfere, hetween me 
and my tenant, and ſpirit her out:of-my houſe for 
the invidious purpoſe of caſting an odium upon my 
character, as if I was a tyrant and perſecutor ot 
the poor: I would have the world to know that 1 
have as much humanity -as yourſelf or any man 
breathing, and I don't fee. what right you have ta. 
take for granted that I intend to go the length of 
driving this woman out of her houſe at any rate.“ 

« Mr. Blachford,” replied, the venerable baro- 
net, „you have put an interpretation upon my. 
motives ſo contrary to what has ever governed my 
actions, that I ſhould be warranted in making no 
reply to your invectives; but Lam an old man 


pretty well known in this neighbourhood, and lit- 


tle afraid of being miſunderſtood by any body but 
yourſelf. If your attorney did not warn this poor 
widow from her houſe by your authority, I have 
ſtept into a buſineſs by miſtake, which does not 
belong to me; if, on the contrary he did, I have- 
as much right to take her into my protection, as 
you can have to put her out of yours, and that 
protection I will give, though your perſecution, 
ſhould extend to every other perſon under this: 

roof.” 
Blachford's duſky viſage turned purple with 
rage, he gnawed his |: ps knit his footy brows, and; 
ſullenly 


was 
WS 


that I am warranted to reply to you; and firſt, I 
place, I have a word for you in anſwer to the aſ- 
perſions you have thrown out agaimit this innocent 


bluſh, knowing your own infamous attempts upon 


and Blachford, attended by his lawyer, ſullenly 


Forth.” —At this moment Iſabella gave a figh, and 
fell back in her chair. 
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ſullenly replied, It is no concern of mine how 
many vagabonds you take into your houſe, ſo mine 
is clear of them. Upon the inſtant ſtept forward 
our young hero, and darting a look like that which 
our immortal bard beſtows upon the ſeraph Abdiel 
before he encounters the grand apoſtate.— Now,” 
Zaid he, “ your virulence fo clearly points at me, 


tell you, I will not permit you to loſe the reſpect 
due to a venerable character, which none but one 
devoid of every manly, every virtuous feeling, 
would have the baſeneſs to defame: in the next 


young woman, in which you have brought my ho- 
nour- into queſtion, and for which you ought to 


her perſon ; but as your turpitude is ſuch, that to 
ſpeak of it in this preſence would be a breach of 
decency, I defire you will ſtep out with me, and I 
will breathe one word in your ear; which, if you 
have the ſpirit of a man, you will know how to 
reply to.” 

| This faid, Henry ſtept nimbly out of the door, 


followed.“ In the name of the Lord,” cried 
Ezekiel, graſping his crab-ftick, “I will alſo go 


CHAPTER 
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CnayrTER VIII. 
How deep and ſecret are the Seeds of Love ! 


S ſoon as Blachford was on the outſide of the 
door, Henry, who had ſtopt for him, ac- 


_ coſted him, and ſaid, I now repeat to you, that 


your attempt upon Suſan May was infamous ; and 
that when you told Lord Crowbery that innocent 
girl had been criminal with me, you told a moſt 
impudent and abominable lie.” . Very well, Sir,” 
replied Blachford, * I ſhall not talk with you now: 
you ſhall hear from me in another way.” —The 
cowardly bully ſlunk away, and Henry returned to 
the cottage, but not till Ezekiel, brandifhed his 
crab-ſtick, had marched up to him, and declared, 
with an obſervation little ſhort of an oath, that if 
he had turned out with the Juſtice, be himſelf 
would have undertaken for the att , and— 
« Grace of God,” added he, © I truft ſhould 
have ſmitten him to the earth, even thereafter as 
the prophet Samuel ſmote Agag.” | 

When Henry entered the cottage, he found the 
women anxiouſly employed in bringing Iſabella out 
of a ſwoon.— Heaven defend me,” he exclaim- 
ed, © what is the matter? Dame May had dropt 
ſome hartſhorn into water; Henry, ſcarce know- 
ing what he did, ſeized the cup, and preſented it 
to the lips of the drooping beauty; at that moment 
ſhe opened her eyes And are you ſafe ?” the 
faid, then took the contents of the cup, and pre- 
ſently revived. | 

In a few minutes Iſabella was perfectly recover- 
ed, and then Sir Roger Manſtock began to expreſs 
himſelf in the kindeſt terms to Henry: he you 
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ed to know what had paſſed between him and 
Blachford; exhorted him very earneſtly not to en- 
ter into any quarrel with a man of ſo malicious a 
character, and very cordially invited him to take 
refuge in Manſtock-houſe, —< For I am perſuad- 
ed,“ faid he, that both Blachford, and, I am 
ſorry to add, Lord Crowbery himſelf, will ſet eve- 
ry engine at work to play off ſome diabolical plot 
upon you.” 

« Indeed, Sir,” ſaid Ifabella, turning her eyes 
upon him with the tendereſt expreſſion, © you are 
in the greateſt danger whilſt you remain . 
them; my dear father gives you the beſt counſel, 


and you will do well to get out of their way; for 


only think what affliction it would give to my poor 
couſin, if any harm was to befall you.” 

« She is infinitely good,” replied Henry, © and 
her ſolicitude gives ſame value to a life, which, cir- 
cumſtanced as it was a while ago, would ſcarce 
have merited my care. If that be fo,” reſum- 
ed Iſabella, „I am confident it is her wiſh that 
you ſhould accept my father's invitation; and, af- 
ter what I have now ber a witneſs to, permit me 
to fay, it is mine alſo.” —« You honour me too 
much, replied he, and I can make no other re- 
turn to ſuch unmerited kindneſs, than by aſſuring 
Sir Roger Manſtock and yourſelf of my unaltera- 
ble reſpect and gratitude. 

This point being ſo ſettled, the worthy baronet 
and his fair daughter took their leave of — 

people, Sir Roger having fhaken Henry very 
dially by the hand, = aflured, him of a hearty 
. at Manſtock-houſe. Upon their arri- 
val at the caſtle, they found y Crowbery 
alone, and employed at her writing- table; their 
carriage was at the door, and they had called to 
bid her farewell. Sir Roger related to her all that 


kad deen paſling at the cottage, and fan fo many 
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handſome things of Henry, both with reſpect to his 1 
his behaviour, perſon and ſpirit, that whilſt her 2 
heart trembled for his fafety, it overflowed with witk 
joy upon hearing him ſo praiſed.— And now? ford 
ſaid the baronet, „We muſt think of ſomethi _ 
for him out of hand, for there is a deal of malice of K 
brewing againſt him in the hearts of this Blachford ditfe 
and his crew: he has a gallant ſpirit ; I think his Cy 
turn ſeems to lie towards the army.” | the 
& It is too clear, replied Lady Crowbery, © what 1 b 
dangers beſet him, and with whom they ſpring: any 
that I ſhall have my ſhare in them, I can well be- =y 
lieve; I expect no leſs, and am preparing myſelf 1 
to meet it. In the mean time, to remove him to the 
ſome place of ſafety ſeems the firſt thing needful; 3 
of his future deſtination we may decide at leiſure.” we 
« But my father,” cried Iſabella, “has invited bly 
him, and he is coming to Manſtock-houſe.“ "On 
Lady Crowbery ſmiled ; but whether it was from bed 
the joy ſhe took in the intelligence, or from ſome- wy 
thing ſhe obſcrved in the eagerneſs of [fabella's A 
manner, or from a mixture of cauſes, we muſt * 
leave to conjecture; certain it is, that the fineſt but 
eyes in nature were juſt then illuminated with un- 2 7 
common viracity, and the ſweeteſt countenance ms! 
overſpread with a bluſh, whoſe exquiſite carnation = 
no art can imitate. : — 
After a few minutes ſpent in making their aſ- "wp 
fectionate agieus, they parted ; Sir Roger Man- J 3 


ſtock and his fair daughter to their own home, and 
Lady Crowbery reſumed her pen; the producti- 


4 ons of which, it is more than probable, our read- wal 
1 ers will hereafter be acquainted with. | |. 
We ſhall now look back to the cottage, where 2 

the agitation, in which we left our friends, had | af 


1 not yet ſubſided. Ezekiel was gone forth upon 
t the Green, and being there joiced by ſeveral wo "i 
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his neighbours, with whom he was in general fa- 


vour, had been giving them a valedictory harangue, 


with ſome occaſional comments upon Juſtice Blach-" -  - 
ford's inhumanity to the widow'; that good wo- 
man, in the mean while, who had not the fault 
of keeping an idle tongue, was no leſs buſy in a 
different quarter; and perhaps there was not a 
corner in the pariſh where ſhe was not beloved and 
the Juſtice abhorred, ſo that all voices were loud 
in her cauſe; even John Jenkins, a fellow of no- 
torious levity, and the obſtreperous com-boy, his 
brother, were on the fide of the ſufferers, and 
joined in the cry againſt their village-tyrant with _ 
the reſt, 47 e 
Henry and Suſan alone kept houſe ; he ponder- 
ing on a variety of intereſting matters, ſhe proba- 
bly on only one object, and that before her eyes. 
Opportunities like the preſent ſhe had little proſ- 
pect of in future ;, her heart fluttered, her ſpirits 
wavered betwixt hope and deſpair: the ſighed, and 
gently reſting her arm upon his ſhoulder, “ Alas ! 
for me,”-cried ſhe, ( m happy hours have been 
but few, and they are paſt : You'll think no more 
of me when this fine lady occupies your heart: I 
ſee it coming on, I ſee it plainly. e Impoſſible?” 
he replied, (my thoughts are otherwiſe employ- 


ed; they never can aſpire ſo high. Ah; Hen- © 
ry?” reſumed ſhe, © this is but feigned humility; 
you've ſeen enough to know that I am right: You 
and 1 ſhall take no more ſuch walks together as 
we have done; you will have a fairer companion 
in your rambles through the groves at Manſtock; 
and let me oven tis fit you ſhould; Lam not Wor- 


thy of you; you are in all teſpects above me, and 


it was only in your diſtreſſed and humble Rate that 
aſpired to think of you, to conſort with you, and 


o love you: If I have been too forward, and of- - 
Vol. . * tk N | tending | 
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-Fended you, do not remember me with contempt, 
but pardon a fond girl that can never ceaſe to ben 
you a devoted faithful heart. 
Suſan never looked ſo lovely in the eyes of Hee 
ry as at this moment: the melancholy tone in 
which theſe words were uttered, the tnedeſt air 
accompanying their delivery, her ſighs, her tear 
her bluſhes, touched him more ſenſibly than 2 
the playful ſmiles that in her gayer moments the 
. had ' glanced upon him. Every thing that his 
compaſſionate nature could ſuggeſt ro conſole and 
ſoothe her he ſaid and did Without reſerve, for 
every paſſion ſeemed now buried in aMiction 3 and 


as for ſuch careſſes as honour might allow of; be 


deemed it cruelty to withhold them. But Bere let 
me inſert one caution to my youthful readers ho 
they ſurrender themſelves to the indulgence of that 


dangerous propenſity called pity, 1 1 if it / 


not love itſelf, is yet fo cloſely allied to-it, that 
wherever the intereſt of the one can be ſerved, 
there is no ſafety in committing yourſelves to the 
other, Of the truth of this remark our-inexpe- 
rienced Henry may ſerve or an example ; ſeduced 
by pure compaſſion into the office of a comſortet, 
he found himſelf ſurprized into emotions, which 


it required the ſtrongeſt reſolution to controul; 


and fo gentle was the current, ſo pleaſingly detei- 
ful the gradations by which he was carried on to- 
wards that gulph, where honeur would have been 
loft, that bad not the recollection of his late re- 
proach to Blachford timely warned his conſcience 
to avoid the guilt which he condemned in unothet, 
he had here been overthrown, and we muſt have 
devoted one un willing page to the lamented record 


of his ſhame ; for opportunity courted bim, v 


mud upon him, love allured, and Duſan 


pered an inviting — in his ear, chat 1 


+. 
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ſet all prudence at defiance; in ſhort, malicious 
Fortune ſeemed to have trepanned him into a ſitu- 
ation with this tempting girl, actly of a piece 
with their's, to whoſe incontinence he owed his 
birth. . 
Then I muſt marry you,“ was his apology to 
Suſan's raſh propoſal. —< T aſk no ſuch facrifice,” 
replied the damſel.— This hoſpitable roof will 
fall upon my head. Away with all ſuch ſcru- 
ples,“ ſhe again replied, and preſſed him in her 
arms. —4 Tis a hard ſtruggle?” he exclaimed, 
« but, by the Power that guards me, I will never 
be a Blackford P_—With theſe words he ſprung 
from her embrace: the ſnares of love, that had ſo 
nearly cloſed upon him, gave way, and burſt ar, 
once; the vanquiſhed paffions fled, and Virtue 
put her wreath of triumph on his bror /n 


A momentary glance of anger darted from the — 


eyes of Suſan, as ſhe Sele Heavens! can 
you uſe me thus? But it was only a glance; re- 
ſentment had no laſting tenure in her breaſt; her 
heart, though Rahe to be furprized by love, was 
not ſurrendered to diſhonour: She rallied her diſ- 

ordered thoughts, looked back upon the paſt with 

conſcious felf-reproach ' for ber own deſperation, _ 
and, covered with * conlicbat,, hid x face. 


x Cnarren Ix. 7 
een Oraton ot if rue. Wy 


N the cinch, that fite upon the fate of Hen. 
ry, there were as many opinions as there were 

pong Fulford, who looked for no reſources © 
8 N 2 e but 
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but what were to be found in his ee 
: recommended the ejectment; and of this we have © 
already ſeen the reſult, which certainly Was not 
a very Hattering to the projeQor.  . 

Captain Crowbery, whoſe ideas, like thoſe of 
Fulford, were of the profeflional ſort, was for 
bolder * and ungertook, through his in- 
tereſt with a friend, Who commanded a preſs-gang 
then upon the coaſt, 40 take our hero off, un. 

known to all his friends, and ſhip him in à ten- 
der: This propaſal, which did 1 interfere with 
che legal proceeding before mentioned, Bor intehne 
any one of the junto either in difiiculties or dan» 
gers, was aniverſally approved of, and. had in fat 
every merit that a revengeful plot could boaſt of: 
It was therefore reſolved, nem. con, that the Cap- 
[tain ſhould ſet forth in ſearch of bis friend, and 
concert the means of carrying it into execution 
Secretly and ſecurely ; Lord Crowbery enjoying by 
anticipation, the agonies of his Lady when ber. 
favourite ſhould diſappear on a-ſudden, and o 
one could account for it 
But Blachford, whoſe nature, *tbough by 50 
means brave, was bloody and revengeful, and 
whoſe pride was ſtung to the guick by the ſpirited 
retort which Henry, hed caſt. in his teeth, bad an 
underplot of his own, which, for good reaſons, he 
withbeld from his aſſeſſors, conſcious that it would 
neither tally with the legal notions of the attorney, 
nor probably ſuit the more martial ſpirit of the 
Captam ; nay, he had his doubts if even my Lord 
would be fond of giving countenance to it ; for it 
as neither more nor leſs than to aſſaſſinate Hen- 
7 ry, or, in the vulgar phraſe, knock him down in 
the dark, and — him to bis chance for life or 
Feat when had wh him. 
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Blachford in Bis chair of juſtice could expatiate, 


as we have ſeen, with all due ſolemnity upon the. 


heinons crime of murder; but Blachford in his 


private character was the very man in the world. 


- 


to project the perpetration, though not juſt the 


perlon to undertake the hazard of executing ſuch 


an act: He was provided with a confidential ſer- 


vant, whom Nature ſeemed to have qualified for 
theſe purpoſes with the moſt ' abſolute inleofibility 


both of danger and humanity, This adroit per- 


ſonage, by name Lawrence O'Rourke; whoſe oris 


gin was to be ſought in the weſt of Connaught, 
bad been taken into Blachford's ſervice, when he 
firſt commenced playter in. Jamaica , and fo faith- 
iſtered to the cruelties of bis maſ- 
ter, that it e generally thonghtmant-oaf the me- 
morable acts were done by his hands, for which 
that gentleman became diſtinguiſhed in thoſe parts 
dy the title of Bloody Bob Blach for. 
The moon was at this time commodiouſly in 


fully had he min 


her laſt quarter: Lord Crowbery had ſigniſied his 
intention of ſummoning: Heriry to the caſtle that 


evening, and it occurred to Blachford that the op- 
portunity was favourable for wayslaying him on Bis 


return through the grove, where Larry O Rourke 


undertook to poſt himſelf, armed with a ſtout - 


bludgeon, in the uſe and exerciſe of which he was 
very expert. 3 22 85 


1 
o 


In the mean time Ezekiel ind Goody May, hav- 


ing in their different quarters diſſeminated the ſto- 


ry of Blachford's employing his attorney to eject 
them from their cottage, through the whole vil- 
lage, the indignation became general, and ſome 
of the · younger people began to employ themſelves 


in the making and erecting of a very ſtately gibbet 

in the centre of the Green, and in full view from 

che windows of hls worſhip's manſion, for the puns 
"*% - | ' | : poſe ; 


— V 
- 


* 


HENRY 40 


An 
poſe of executing that venerable magiſtrate by 
proxy on the ſpot. This proxy, which was a very 
reaſonable likeneſs of it's principal, was ſeated iu a 
tumbril, with it's arms tied behind it in à very or. 
thodox manner, and ſeemed only to wait the © 
prayers. of ſome charitable perſon, beſong it te- 
ceived the word of command for being hoiſted up 
to the place of it's execution. In this awful inte. 
rim it occurred to the ingenions projectors. of this 
moral machinery, that it Doctor Daw could“ be 
prevailed upen to give it his paſſport to the other 
world, they might launch it off with becom 
grace, and the ſpectators be. edified by the 52 
trophe. 48 3 
It was in the duſk of the evening, and FEzckie + | 
had juſt knocked. the aſhes out of his laſt pipe, 
when the noiſe and hubbub on the Green called * 
him forth. N. ſooner had the figure in the tum- 
bril croſſed his optic nerves in the obſcurity of the - 
zwilight, than thoſe aforeſaid nerves ſuggeſted to 
is ſenſorium an idea, that the enraged mob were 
- actually about to execute a living man without 
judge or jury. Horror ſtruck at the fight, he ruſſ- 
ed amongſt them, vociferating by the way, © For 
the Lord's fake, neighbours ! what, are-you about? 
Are you mad? Are you going to commit mur 
der? . No, no,” cried one of the throng, © we 
are only gibbetting the Squire for turning you and 
Goody May out of doors. Od my lite!” eri- 
ed Ezekiel, coming nearer to the figure, and diſ. 
covering ſomething like a human face, with an 
enormous pair of black eyebrows, I proteſt 50 
truth it did deceive me: Never truſt me if it is 
1 not a ſtriking likeneſs of that unworthy perſon 
3 who has turned the widow from his door, and a 
; failed the chaſtity of her daughter: would to Hes- 
ven the original were as harmleſs as the copy | ON b 
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thou oaſtes of uncleanneſs” (for Bo the fpirit ; 
had taken hold of him, and he had again forgot 
he was addrefling himſelf to a dumb image) “ Oh! 
thon idolatrous wor ſhipper of filthy Behal ! out- 
caſt from grace, and given up to work all manner 
of whoredoms and abominations in the land; juſtly 
art thou cut off in thy ſins, thou he- goat of the 
flock of Beelzebub-! Have you eyes, ye lookers-· on, 
and can you ſee the fate of this unholy one with= 
out trembling ? Have you ears, and can you hear 
me and not mark ? Hearts have you, ye obdurate' 
ſinners ! and will you not underſtand how terrible 
is the latter end of the wicked ? Let him that 
coveteth his neighbour's daughter takewarning- 
this wretoh's fate What is the luſt of the eye ? 
a'ſnafe: What the evil motion of the heart 2a” 
ſerpent inyour boſom : What the war of the memb\ 
bers provoking to uncleannefs ? a ramping and 2 
roaring lion. Maidens ! (if there be any here that” 
anſwer to that name) remember that the cHaſtity 
of à damſel is like the dew-drop on the flower ge 
the ſun ſhineth wantonly upon it, and it is gone: 
Keep yourſelves in the fliades let your conceak-" 
ment be your fafeguard, ye are then only fecure 
when no one can approach you: Handle not the 
afp, for it will ſting you; put not your ham to the 
cockatrice's. neſt; for there is poiſon in th tooth" 
of it, and it hath the bite of mortal death.” 
Whilft theſe words were upon his lips; Ezekiel, 
to his utter aſtoniſhment, beheld the figure flowly” 
aſcend out of the cart; and by the operation of a! 
rope and pulley (of either of which,” good nn 
he had taken any account, being then warmly en- 
gaged with the cockatrice) mount into the airy”. 
ſuſpended by the neck from the croſs· har of the gib- 
; det. He caſt his eyes upwards with-pity and anjaze, - 
55 ane ejaculated, ade: 
— GCC 
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The Lord have mercy. upon thy ſoul “ 


« Amen!” cehoed John Jepkins, who performed 


the office of hangman, and at the fame time run 


the vice-juſtice up by the pulley. John was che 


idleſt fellow in the pariſh, and moſt in the il 
graces of Doctor Daw, for the, looſeneſs of bis 
morals.— Here he goes to the devil in a whiff, 


2 Jenkins. Art thou fo familiar with the 


devil,” ſaid Ezekiel, * as to know whom he will 
take, and whom. he will ſpare? Have a care of 
one, John Jenkins, and do not venture to pfo- 
nounce upon thy neighbours.” — John was too buty 
to enter into argument, fo Ezekiel had the laſt 
word, and turned aſide towards the cottage. 


The mob, under the conduct of General 16. 


kins, the bangman, marched in array to Dame 


door, Jenkins being deputed as ſpokeſman, an- 
| nounced himſelf, and oh admitted. By your 


in your afftiftion, by telling you, for your 


— we have gibbetted the Juſtice upon the 
Grern; and if we had treated him as ſuch a hard- 


hearted fellow deſerves, we ſhould have pulled his 
houſe ſtick and ſtone down to the ground; ſo 
there's the right o' the matter. As for thee, 
Henry, give me thy hand, my brave lad! I will 


ſtand by the man that will ſtand by a woman as 
long as I have life, dammee ! I beg your pardon, 
Doctor, for ſwearing, but when a man's heart d 


what he ſays goes for nothing; 8 


no account taken of them.“ 
* hope ſo too,” quoth Ezekiel, in an-wuder- 


- I'S 


tone.” Dame May returned ber thanks 3 mo; 25 


- 


May's cottage, and having drawn up before the 


leave, Dame May, 2 -quoth the orator, *-we mean 
— but being, as you do fee, your: 
—— and neighbours, we come to cheer” you a 


right, 
for a few haſty words, r 


ſhoc 


core 
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order was given by the 
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(hook the oratbr by thi band 3 and the miob, ac- | 


rg to Hs e to che alehouſe. 
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11 trampled Worn will turn. | 
SHE news of the gibberting flew to Biach- 


ford's cars by one of the himbleſt couriers 
Fame bad in her fervice; it made bim furious, 


and as he laid it all to Henry's account, it rendered : 


him as hungry for his prey as a hyzna, 


The baughty Peer now ſeated in his caſtle, and ; 


encompaſſed by his myrmidons, diſpatched a ſex- 
vant with his ſummons for Henry to attend upon 
him: What particular purpoſe he meant to effect 


by this, does not dearly. appear, but it, is not un- 


likely Blachford was the mover of it, with the view 


of wreaking his vengeance upon the youth by the 


hands of O Rourke, on his r&turh from the con- 


ference. 


The meſſenger beio og diſpatched for flenry; 
e 


come to him: Blachford and the attorney theres. 
upon took the hint to retire, and her 7? :adyiinp: 


having obeyed. the call, was welcomed in manner 
ydu are come; be pleaij - 


following SoM 
ed to take your ſeat, I have ſomething to ſay t 
vou. What are the 1 motiyes, I would fain know, 


for your late viſits to my apothecary in the village 2+ 


08 not know Jou was out of health, or, if % 


eke it is his duty to attend upon yon.“ 
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80 ought you to be, my lady, and fo ſhall 


you be, if you haye no more regard for my bongyr 
and your own dignity, than to be ſeen goſſipping 
and caballing in beggarly. cottages, with n 


and ſtrumpets, for purpoſes I bluſh to name. 


„ What ſtrumpets and what vagabonds,” replied 
the lady, « do you charge me of caballing with; 
and what purpoſes have Lever had in hand, which 
youu my lord, ſhould: blaſh to name ? Decare 
em.” 
„ Declare to me firſt, if you can, who that 
young fellow is, you have been graciouſly. pleaſed 
to furniſh with cloathes and money, and pick up 
out of the dirt; a beggarly vagrant, for the worthy 
purpoſe, amongſt others that ſhall be nameleſs, of 
infulting my friend Mr. Blachford in the moſt 


public and daring manner, for which he ſhall be 


ew example of my vengeance, be 2 
| 1 folly, Lady Crowbery, $4 fa 
ws of it) ſhould be expoſed thereby te 


world. Who is this fellow, T demand ? Whatk - 


his name? What is his buſineſs here? What'are 
the mighty charms you can diſcover. in the e- 


braces of a beggar? what the ſenſe of your own. 


honour, that you ſhould fall into his arms, 48 


theſe eyes have witneſſed ? And have you not te- 


peatedly done this? Can yon deny the charge? 


and what excuſe are you provided with to offer io 
a huſhand, who will not tamely ſuffer ſuch unp- 


ralleled diſgrace ?” 
The vehemence, with which all this was vttered, 
the variety of queſtions it contained, her uni- 


"lingnefs to anſwer ſome, and her i incapacity of a&- 


counting for others for ſhe was not yet informed 


of Blachford's late affair) ſo totally overpowered 
the tender and maternal feelings of Lady Crow- 


- bery, that unable to collect her thoughts, the re- | 


mained filent and wheat an anſwer, | 
After 
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After: ſome little pauſe, e x | 
look of anget and contempt; he cncaimed— Yi“ | 
well, madam, tis very well! Ltabe your ſilente · 
for conſeſſion and your tears for token of yous 
ſlrame. Ino tell you that Lhave ſent for vr 
fellom hither E would · fain ſee this fabured rival 
whom you have ſinglet out to diſgtace me- Was- 
he worthy the reſentment of a gentleman; I would 


not part from bim till the-life- of one: of us was 


ſacrificed torhonourg- but being hat her ig they 
loweſt. ba ſeſt, - vileſd of - mankind; nnn | 
ment ſhall bo provided for him ; 
«. Hold, my Lord!” | ſhe noi exclaimed; re; 
ſuming on the ſudden a compoſed and energetic! 
tone of voice; hold, my Lord Crowbery, nor 
and falfe-unfounded- _— | 
menaces. unfoun 
tation, whieh-defits: your charge. If yourdemand- 


to knowmwhy, 1{haverreached out:the- hand: of cha- 


rity to this-young man, whom: you: arraign ſo cru- 
elly, it is berauſe my heart hath feeling for the- 
unfortunate, when undsſervedly oꝑpreſſed, for the: 
firanger · and the friendleſa, for che bene volent, the 
brave, the generous pxeſer ver of another's lifes, 
for Which he. had nearly fagrificed his nin one 
word for the reli of a dear departed friend, the 
laſt bequeſt of. Ratcliſſe, a foundling dropt at his 
door and adoptedby his charity. You: baye;ſent;; 
fon him, you ſay ; you! will then Tec him, hear 
him, queſtion him, and if you have heart, ap- 
prove, admire. - Thig to my face he cried in 
a.tranſport. of rage z ,*<- 15 to my face By Rear -* 
ven Tn not. endure It, PI 

not co 

to u 


face.. 


not live wich, you, IN 
abit” with . as, my wife, Who. — Þ | 
19. an "8 9 er PSAS any e 
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* My paramour do you call 'hied P Ab 
widely do you miſtake ] Here ſhe dropped her 


voice, and accompanied theſe few words with n 
action and motion of the head ſo mouruſul, xy 
ſeemed to ſtrengthen his ſuſpicions rather than 
allay them, for he now grew louder in reproach; 
— with'an oath "denounced ae Ner- 
tion. * | 
„„Be it fon the n — fk — 
- own. conſcience, I ſhall patiently ſubmit to what 
vou threaten, and will appeal to time and Heaven's 
- good pleaſure for the reſt: only this I tell you, and 
ecept it from me as a ſalutary caution, beware 


how you infult 100 far a brave, ogy en 


| 
| This ſaid; a ſervant e the Arbei of | 
our hero.—* Already l“ cried my Lord, in à tone 
of ſurprize: What ſtruck upon his mind at that 
particular moment to diſcompoſe bim, is mot 
than we pretend to actount for ; diſcompoſed be | 
was, till. recollecting that ſome. order inc 
muſt be given to the ſervant who was attending il 
for that purpoſe; he cried-out—* Let the fellow 
wait;”— After a pauſe, turning a ſevere look * 
bis lady, he ſaid, - I ſhall enact from your, m- 
dam, your moſt ſolemn promiſe never to ſee or 
communicate with this fellow more.“ I have 
told you,” ſhe replied, „who and what this fellow 
as you call him is, aud I ſhould be a bypocrite o 
fay I will not fulfil a tru!t of the moſt facred fort 
that friendſhip can bequeath : but by need ye. = » 
4 termined on a ſeparation, that vill rde ve front? 
n „and leave me to account to con- 
2 . of my conduct? 
IO e not yet in that happy ſtate of free 
i anſwer was returned. | > 8 
He 
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len tone ſaid," „Perhaps you expect to ſer your” 


cee 


2 | ; 
N 3 4” 
n 


ile ſtarted n his ſeat,” walked # torn” _— 
or two up and Gown'the room; and then in u fu. 


favourite triumph in his inſolence ; Jeu be W 
taken: Pleaſe to leave the room. Willingty,” 
ſhe replied; * and from this moment I regard it 
as my diſmiffion.” Her firmneſs ſtaggered him: g 
he would have called her back, but pride withheld | | 
him: Sufpicions that his lady in her preſent tem. 
per might in defiance of bis orders attempt ; "= ; 
Re with the youth in waiting, he rung ue | 
bell with vehemence, md called for his attendance _— 
on the inſtant. '- ERR oe 72 
Henry made his entrance, bowing reſpetitutly' \ 
to the Peer, who ſeated with all due ſtate, from , 
which he did not in the fighteft degree relax, 1 


eyed him over from heel to head with that 


ty air of contempt, which is now fo rarely , 
_— in our tyrants on the ſtage. 

A ſtring of intetrogatories, ſomewhat th the” 
inquiſitorial ſtile; were the firſt ſatutations-Henry”-_ 
received fromthe noble perſonage ;_his anſwers td 
theſe, though nor always ſatisfactory to the point 
of information, were feſpectfully and —— 
conveyed «© 1] find,” — his OD. 


you are here without occupation of empl 


idling about my pariſh, S8 with a . 
woman, the daughter of one of the cottag 


cabalting with the rabble of the village, aud 20d fir. 
ring them up to very infamous attacks upon A . 
ſpectable magiſtrate, my friend and neigbbonr; 
and therefore I would have yod know, that Ih | 
conſider you as a perſon of a very ſuſpicious root —_ 
2 paſs Jou off as 4 vagrant, unleſs” you” | | 
n ecamp.*”” 3 
60 © My lord,” replied the youth, © 4 TA 
again; the laws of wy country, by n d 
without 
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withat employ, r 
uences I may incur by your enforcing them 


have behaved 
ſtance, ſuffer me to Gag prof profitably to an individual 


of your lord ſhip's parifh, I am at a loſs ta think 


how I can be repreſented to you as a dangerous and 
ſuſpected 


part. | 
« Do: fo then vious detay,” bid che een 
u and begone; but firft tell me what chaxities yon 


_ have: received. from my, wife, for what, ferviees, 


and to what — 12 —* My lord, I have dong 
nq ſarxĩces ta Lady Crowbery,. nor am at liberty to, 
anne points, an which. ven ae 


* What, Sir! do you receive money, 


14 L am very ſurry ta be obliged to decline any 
your lordſhip wiſhes. to be informed. of — 
ne bo in this. inſtance I muſt, defire, to be ex». 


i You have been captioned, Lpexceives bu do. 


pon affect honour ?” 


That requires no anſwer, my, lord,” . 
« Why, in truth the, queſtion, is rather ſuper 


my perſon as it is hereditary i in your lordihinſs : 
do not therefore uy your in words as gon. 


Nis gany doubt of my preſerving.that part at llt. 
wy natural character, which misfortune canngt 


rpb_ me oß, and which, permit me: ta add does 


er ſuffer me. to put up Wich a: determingd bfi. 


— 


from, any man.“ 


me. bat if 1 have committed: nd n 
cl peaceably, and in one in- 
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from my. 
wie, * refuſe to ſatiafy me, when [demand how | 


"<« I treat it as ſuch, for hopoyr, is as ed | 
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« Upon my word, 


bank; ſomewhat relaxing from the ſtatelineſs. of his IS 
manner, and the acrinoiry of his tone, *©.you talk 


a high language conſidering What you are; and. I 


believe it was ſomewhat in this fals chat ; au de- 


—_ yourſelf with Mr. Blachford P on 
me, my lord, it was in a very different manner T 


found myſelf compelled to addreſs Mr. Bladkford:: 


| be bad defamed the character of a, young wot, - 
- whom he took the baſeſt means to ſeduce, and as 


he bad falſely charged me with the very crime he 
himſelf had attempted- te eommit;-t-fmply told 


him, that his attack on Suſan May was infamous, 


_ and his report of me an impudent and abominable 
"lie. That gentleman, I dare fay, very diſtinftly 


heard aero if not, 1 eee, - 


them.” 

44 Not in my Sint Tdefire no ſuch Sꝙili- 
arity ; nor do I with to de made a party in Mr. 
Blachford's quazrels.” & * 

_ Your lordſhip will be pleaſed to recolledPthat 
you ſtated my — to that gentleman as mat- 
ter of charge : 2 vindication therefore, I 
was led to tell yu af what ſort, his bebaxiour, mas 
to me; and in accounting, far my words found; 4 


neceſſary to explain thecanſes that provoked. hag. | 
I truſt Four lordſhip thinks I have. not. failed in 


apſwerivg in my 092. * 


my r pect to you by. 
fence.” 


«« You hay no right fe mf thoughts; chap | 
thoyghts | 
en ou 


I ſhall keep 49 mylelf- there are deeper 
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nn you can urge a inſt, me; 
1 bly toy leave to know from mes 
Anhiether T am clear of all yon have to charge "me. _ 
writh2==T have nothing more to ſay to you, Sir? 
_ replied my Lord; „yo may retire when you 
Rar, — I underſtand you, my lord, cel 

z « you have reſtored to me ay cliaratier, 
and 1 JT wil wake care ſo to guard i Ie that no man ſhall 
e it ee : 
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8 Hi 2 through the vat 117 1. 
conference related in the foregoing chapter, 
e was met by Lady Crowbery, who haſtily put a 
into his hand, conj ve him to take care” 
of it, and keep ſecret the cbntents.<#* In tt 
paper,” ſhe faid; WP will ſee the myſtery 
of your birth revealed: Betake yourfelf” to. my. 
unde Manſtock without delay, and Heaven in its 

merty protecł and guard you?! 

. almoſt 3 with joyful lupe 
at hearing what that paper was to difcfofe, took jt - ale 
with all the rapture and devotion, which its inter- 
efting contents excited, and carefully fexuręũ it in 
his pocket. He had yet ſufficient recollection left 
to ſeize the opportunſty for returning the ring e 
Lad; Crowbery wrapped up in paper and tied; zt 
the fame time he briefly ritited whit ad been 68 
to him by the mun who found it: OI 
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from ambuſcade. As Henry came out from the 
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ſeemed a good deal ſurprized, and denied having 
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miſſed any one of her rings, however as the time 

was prefling, and the danger of being '$iſcovered 

inſtant, ſhe took it from him, and . an. | 

him tenderly farewell, haftened away. | T2 
There were two roads to the village ; the horteſt | 
a-foot-path through the plantation, which was 

x. 8 other was the commot# - 

coach- road through the park, open and ſecure | 


hall-door, he found old Weevil the miller waiting 
in the court- yard: he had been to the houſe with 
flour, and had bega chatting as uſual with the ſer-- 3 
vants; he und from them, that Henry was | 
under examination with my lord, and having no- 
ticed O'Rourke prowling about the plantations with a 2 
his bludgeon in his hand, entertained” ſome up- 
cions of a plot upon Henry, and was determined _ 
to accompany him home,. and perſuaded: _— 
take the open road through the park. 

This was a taſk of fome difficulty on the jart- 
of the friendly miller, for Henry's engerneſs to 
open the important pacquet made him very ad- 
verſe to any propofal- that prolonged the time the. < 
point, however, was carried, and he, accompa- 
nied by Weevil, arrived fafe at the widow's, whalft. 
Earry O'Rourke laid cloſe in his ambuſh. at the 
bottom of the grove, where was a little foot-bridge 
ow led over a narrow ſtream, — ſhaded with. 
alders. 

When a much longer period of time: had clapla, 
than would have ſerved to carry Henry through 
the grove, Blachford, who calculated minutes, . 
with ſome anxiety, ſet out from the Viſeount's  - - 
upon the ſcout, and took his way ſecretly and ſoli- 
tarily down the plantation-walk : as he approached... 
FFW 


8 N 
Fo * = 
- - 
__ 
K 
” s «4 
* 
4 o 
F = - - 
2 * 
0 
- . 
= = 
— 


umd beſtowed the bludgeon with ſtrict retaliation 


282 D. 

ſtopt and liſtened all was ſilence: he took conn< 

Fel with his own thoughts, and concluding the 

Duſineſs was done, advanced, nothing doubting; 

till he had one foot upon the bridge, when,” as if 
ne had in that inſtant recovered her tye-ſight 


upon its proper owner, Larry O Rourke, ſuppoſ- 
Ing he had now made ſure of his victim, took aim 
with ſuch ſucceſs, and dealt his blow with w_ 
2 good-will- upon the pericranium of the - magik 
trate, that Blachford, having uttered one horrid 
yell. as his heels flew from under him,- inſtantly 


= ak compliments to the muddy naiads of the 


The Geerge md Dragon alehouſe, where the 
party was carouſing, who had the cere- 
mony of the gibbet, was fo near to the ſcene of 
action, that Blachford's. yell was moft diſtindtly 
heard by the perſons there aſſembled, who imme» 
diately turned out upon the alarm. Among the 
firſt of theſe was John Jenkins the hangman, who 
found Larry O*Rourke employed in dragging'the 
juſtice out of the water, for be had now, though 


ſome what of the lateſt, diſcovered a ſmall miſtake 
as to heads, but in point of execution no fault 
could be found with his work, which ſeemed to 


be effectually done, as the blow had taken place 
juſt above the temple, and the bludgeon was load- 
ed with lead. John Jenkins being ſomewhat more 
than elevated with his evening's feſtivity, was for. 
leaving the juſtice to his fate, making uſe of the 
trite proverb, that the man who was born to be 
hanged, was in no danger of being drowned ; but 
the ſoberer part of the company, who faw further 
into the caſe than Jobn did, lent their hands i@; 


the work, and aſſiſted in diagging Blachford gut 
of the brook, who during the whole 2 
poll . ot £ 
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obſerved a perfect flence, which we are far from 


imputing to any ſullenneſs on the part of that 


gentleman, he being at that time from home upon 
à temporary trip to the regions of inſenfiblity. 

One of the company had been diſpatched for. a 
candle and lantern, and by the light of this the 
body of - Juſtice Blachford, ſtretched upon the 
ground and motionlefs, exhibited a moſt ghaſiy 
ſpectacle ; his temple ſtreaming with blood, his 
eyes fixed, and no, ſymptom of life appearing- 
Upon the fight of this, Larry O'Rourke ſet up a 
moſt dolorous howl in the true Connaught Rey 


and cadence, crying out. Ullaloo! Maſter, | 
why would you die? Hadn't you horſes and com 
and cattle in abundance, uu picnty of ſtrong 


drink in your vaults, and ſtore of money in your 


lockers, and why would you leave poor Larry to 


iament and ery over yo at fuch a rate, hen you 
might have been eaſy and quiet at home, and no 
harm done? Ahl asnt m à foul ſtep of your's 
to thruſt your head in the way of my cudgel, when 
you knew well enough, aye and would witneſs it 
too, if the grace of God wasn't juſt now out of 
your memory, that if every one had his on, that 


big knock on the head you have got is another 


man's property; only he chanced to be out of the 
way when I gave it to him.” ttt 
„ Seize the murderer,” cried one of the 

upon which John Jenkins and the reſt laid hold 
of him.—«< What is it yon are upon, ye pagans, 
exclaimed Larry, ©« to be ſeizing me? Let the 
dead man ſpeak for himſelf, and mark if he don't 
tell you another ſtory about the matter, whereby 
it was no murder, only a ſmall miſtake, and if 
that's a hanging matter, woe betide my 


men! Aſk him now, ye ſparrow-hawks, if it want 
it his own defire chat killed him, and how ſhould: 3 
1 __ Finow © 
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it was — plot between maſter and mai 
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Ire in from anther im me Uk; when 
Feould fee neither? 
Somebody now cried out to hold Hitm falt, for 


to have affaffinated Henry. To be ſure 1 it Was,” 
faid O Rourke; Do you think Pm ſuch a 

leſs teif as to kill my own maſter ? Huh vo are 
SEunmng one; are you not, to find but that 

Three or four of them now began to Hale the 

Jtiſhman away with them, whilſt others fetched 
blanket from the alehouſe,” on which they laid the 
body of Blachford; and in this manner carried 
him tohis own nbuſe. . 
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iu Treate pon Lov antient nl modern” : 


OVE, as a deity, was inveſted, by choſe #6 
made him ſuch, with the moſt contradictory” 


| Ittributes: they frigned him blind; yer called him 


an unerring markſman; gave him wings, yet al- 
lored that - conſtancy- was his beſt qualification; 
deſcribed him as an infant, yet were not to learn 
that infancy alone is exempted from his power. 

- Theſe are contrarieties, which none but the in- 
itiated can reconcile. They juſtify his blindneſs, 


_when-burried on by the impetuofity of paſſion they 
- elpy no danger in the precipice before them: they 


we abt is ſwift of wing,” when the mi- 
nutes 
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nutes FR devote to his enjoyments By ſo quickly, 
one ſhort e terminates his 


1 EN x. 
and they cannot but regard him as an infant, when 


one ENS FE | devices have been formed 
A thouſan ingenious 

eo fit the various of this fabulous di, 

vinity, and every ty ſymbol has it's moral; he bas 


8 and enigmatized in innumerable 


ways; the the pencil and he chiffel have ' 
4 worn <> R his ſervice; floods of ink, loows 

of canvaſs, and quarries of marble, have. been ex- o& 
hauſted in the boundleſs field of e deſcrip- | 
tion, The lover, who finds out ſo many ways of 
torturing himſelf, cannot fail to ſtrige out Im- 
bols and devices to expreſs the paſſion under 


which he ſuffers; then the verſe flows 


elegiac, and the bleeding heart, transſixed with an 

arrow, is emblematically diſplayed; thus, whilſt 
the poet varies his meaſure, the painter and the - 
ſculptor vary their devices, as joy or ſorrow, fac- NY 
ceſs or diſappointment, influence their fancy. One = 
man's Cupid is ſet aſtride upon 2 lion, to enem- | 
plify his power; —_—_ I <Y 
dile, to ſatyrize his hypocriſy; here the god is 
made. to trample _ kingly crowns, there to, A 
trifle with a wanton eg the adamantine rock 
now crumbles at his anon we ſee him bak 
ing on the boſom of Chee, his arrows nn 
bis pinions bound. 

The Grecks, who. had more caprice in their, 
paſſions than either nature or morality cn 
nevertheleſs bequeathed their Gypid to poſterity. 
with a conſiderable ſtock. in hand; but the mo- 
derns added more from funds of their own, and 
every thing they beſtowed was honeſtiy appropri- 
ated to the only ſex that bas any claim upon the. 
regular and Lolid firme — Cd, and Co. 
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che heathen temples were diſmantled of their 


every tale, and ſo ſtudious are our authors not to 
let the ſpirit of that eſſence become vapid, that 


tant reſpect, which our antiquated | beaux . to 
cbeir mittreſſes. Ne 0 4 d 
| 23 


266 HEN'RY. 
When ſuperſtition met its final overthrow, and 


images and altars, Love alone, the youngeſt of. 
deities, ſurvived the diſaſter, and ftills holds 
his dignities and prerogatives by chriſtian courte, 
fy; and though modern ingenuity has nqt added 
much to his embelliſhments, yet, in the ardone 
and fincerity of.our deyotion, we do not yield to 
the antiems : the whole region of romance has 
been made over to him; our drama, tragic as well 
as comic, has gone far beyond that of the 'antients 
in building its fable and character upon the paſſi- 
on of love. Laſt in point of time, but not- of aþ 
Alegiance, comes the fraternity of noveliſts, who 
are his clients to a man; Love is the effence of 


few, if any, fail to conclude with the event of. 
marriage: connubial love is of a quality too taone, 
for rheir purpoſe. 

As the majority of our novels are formed upon 
domeſtic plots, and moſt of theſe drawn frota the 
very times in which they are written, the living. 
manners muſt be charaQtered by the authors 0 
ſach fables, and we muſt of Gifs make our Love 
of ſuch materials as the faſtiian of the age affords; 
it will not therefore reſemble the high flown paſli- 
on of © the Gothic knights and heroes of the old 
romance, neither will it partake of thoſe, coarſe. 
manners and expreſſions, which our old comic. 
writers adopt; it will even take a different ſhade | 
from what à noveliſt would have given it half a 
century ago, for the ſotial commerce of the ſexes 
is now ſo very different from what it was then, |. 
that beauty is no longer wor{Eipped with that dif-" 


25 Te 


HENRY 25 
As the modern fine ſtudies nothing 
but his . caſe, and aims only to 2 


comfortable, regarding all thoſe things, that ay x; : 


to be confidered as annoyances and 
ments, with cool indifference and contempt, even. 
Love in him is not an active paſhon; 
no raptures at the ſight of beauty, and A be is 
haply provoked to ſome flight exertion. out of - 
.courſe, ir muſt be ſome new face jaſt launched 
upon the public, that can fan his languid ſpirit in- 
to any emotion approaching towards ng 
Nothing is an obÿect of admiration with him; he 
covets no gratifications that are to be Tj 
labour, no favours that are to be extorted by 
ſiduity ; his pleaſures muſt court him, and the 
fair one he affects muſt forget that ſhe is a di- 
vinity, and baniſh from her thoughts the accul> 
tomed homage of fighs and tears and bending 
knees, for all theſe things give trouble to the per- 
former, and on that account are by amen 
exploded and aboliſned. | 
Now the writer of novels has not the privilege, 
which the painter of portraits has, of dreſſing mo- 
dern characters in antique habits; fo that ſome of 
our beſt productions in this caſd are already be- 
come, in ſome particulars, out of faſhion; even 
the inimitable compoſition of The Foundling is fad- 
ing away in ſome of it's tints, though the kand of. 
the maſter as a correct delineator of nature will 
be traced to all poſterity, and hold its rank 
amongſt the foremoſt of that claſs, which enrols. 
the names of Cervantes, Rabelais, Le Sage, Vol- -+ 
taire, Rouſſeau, Richardſon, Smollet,” Johnfon,- 
Sterne, and ſome others, whoſe pens death hath © 
not yet ſtopt, and long may it be ere he does! — 
Having now allowed the hiſtoric muſe her cui- 
WL WE chall ſoon urge her to freſh exer-. 


* tions, 
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tions, by which a certain young lady, who as yet | 


Has barely ſtept upon the ſtage, will begin to ſup. 
port a mote important intereft in the .byſineſs of 7 
this drama, Habella Manſtock, in the bloom of 
youth and beauty cannot long remain an idle cha. 
racter; though ſhe has flattered herſelf that filial 
affectĩon will keep poſſeſſion of her heart, to the 
excluſion of that intruding paſſion we have been 
. ſpeaking of, yet nature and experience will com. 
pel me to exhibit that lovely recuſant as one © 
amongſt many, who have been fain to truckle to 
the tyrant they abjure : the time is drawing new, 
when impreſſions, which ſhe never felt before, 
will force their way; when the merits; the n. 
fortunes, the attentions of our hero, will take hold 
upon her heart; when her eye will dwell upon h 
perſon with delight, her ear liſten to his praiſes 
with rapture, to his fighs with pity, to his ſuit 
with favour: then if Love, who is not to be ? 
fronted with "impunity, gives a looſe to his re- 
venge, and makes her feel the full terrors of his 
power, the reader will be pleaſed to bear in mind, 
that I have not taken my ſovers from the inant- 
mate groups that form the circle of faſhion, but 
fought them in the ſequeſtered walks of rural hte, 
where the ſenſes are not deadened by variety, 
= indifference become habitual by the affectation 
ie. | | +> < 16677, 
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Leer ſpares Bluſh. ; 6113.20 
cM 2 I 


EN Henry entered the cottage, and 


- found it cleared of it's inhabitants, who I 
hat fined che-crowd that was colleQed-about-the * 


-wounded body of the juſtice, his heart 


given him, and therein read as follows :, 


my heart can no longer ſuppreſs it's ſtruggles : 
« Lam your mother. A victim to love, before 


« reaſon or experience had armed me againſt that 


dangerous paſſion, I yielded to a fatal propofal 
* of eſcaping with my lover to Scotland from my 
father, ho inexorably oppoſed our marriage. 
Made deſperate by that cruel interdiction, we 
i ſet out upon our raſh adventure; were cloſely 
© purſued, and, in the laſt ſtage of our journey. 


„ overtaken. When we found ourſelves cut off. 5 ; 


« from any further progreſs, deſpair ſeized us, 


* but it was the deſpair of lovers, reſolute to ſa- 
« crifice every thing rather than their fidelity and 


« plighted Falch. 

In this forlorn and hopeleſs moment, love, 
« importunity, the interchange of mutual vows 
sand promiſes, and, above all, the viſionary hope 
« that ſo we might compel my father to unite us; 
„ tempted us to ſeal our contraft without the 
2 I N= oaR 

« I own the raſhneſs of the deed, nor aim to 


« palliate it's SS I proſtrated myſelf at 
Vox. I. 5 


with eager, yet anxious, - curiofity, as he unfolded - 
the intereſting pacquet which Lady Crowbery had 


Nature forces from me theim portant. feats 
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. my father's feet, _ my weakneſs, i im- 


t plored his pity and forgiveneſs, and, in an ag 


t ny of grief, beſought him to conſent to join our 


et hands, and fave me from the ſhame and miſery - 
tc that would elſe befall me. Tas in vain; we 


_ « were torn aſunder; a noble youth, unexception- 


able in birth and character, the younger ſon et 
the Lord Pendennis, was diſcarded; he went 
t upon his adventures to India; 1 remained di- 


* conſolate, and in ignorance of his Fate, till in 


« the: counſe of time RN een Kli | 
« ofa fon.” $9 
That Gs you are: Henry Delapoer, if he 


ies, is your father... 
, For the love of heaven keep this ſecret 1 
ted from the world, till - but I can no more; 


«the meltings of a mother's heart forbid the | 
Kare? | 
The myſtery thus revealed, Heury ahi food 
fixt in dumb ſurprize; the 'Girſt 9 of his 
Heart burſt into unpremeditated prayer and picus 
thanks to God. Claſping the paper in his hands, 
with bended knees and eyes uplifted, in the fer- 
vour of his ſoul, he broke forth I thank thee, 
Father of all mercies, that thou haſt now vouch- 
fafed to take thy humble creature out of darknels 


Into light, conducting me through various chauees 
by thy all-gracious providence, and giving me at 


lngef to know what nature languiſhed for in vain, 

the myſtery of my birth; - And, O my God, 
though I were born in guilt, yet fanctifſy me; 
ehinigh the child of diſobedience, . with my whole 
heart I'll ſerve | thee ; ſo ſhall I gain in heaven 
what I have forfeited on earth, a name and an i in- 
heritance,” fs: 
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unn 4 ; Seaſons. | ' © $4 
A Few miontes only had paſſed, 'whilſt Henry 
was endeayouring to compoſe his agitated 
pirits, when behold ! Ezekiel, followed by che 
women, returned to the cottage,” full fraught with 


texts of holy writ applicable to the ſcene he had 


"Bp Sao rne TT. 


Ie been preſent at, and which he was ſo impatient 

, to diſcharge, that how to find room for themiall, 
i and what order to bring them out in, feemed'to.be 
= the only thing that puzzled him; and though the 
be Hour was drawing towards bed-time, preach he 
1 muſt, and Henry muſt hear him, though 
al other perſon but Ezekiel could not have failed to 
its notice the diſtraction of his thoughts; but times 
us and ſeaſons never were'a part of that good man's 
is ſtudies,” neither was he one who thought there 
q- could be too much of a good thing; and the "beſt _ 
e, of all poſſible things, in his opinion, was his own 
h- preaching. | | 4 7 IE, 


De wicked is tFapped in bis own ſnare,” h 
Ezekiel; « this is one of the tree Some? 
and Solomon, my children, was a wiſe man, the 
wiſeſt mati in all the world, every ſchook-boy can 
tell you that: he was king of IHrael, it is not all 
kings are as wiſe as Solomon ; pat down all they 
ever {aid in a book of proverbs, and one chapter, 
nay one ſingle ſentence of his ſhall be worth thera 
all , and he ſpake three ' thouſand proverbs, his 
ſongs were a thouſand and five; he could ener- 
tain the Queen of Sheba with ſomething worth her 
notice, when ſhe came to prove him with hard 

| "02 queſtions; =. 
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queſtions z I cannot tell you where Sbeba | was, E 
with I N but I know it was ſomewhere in the 
ſouth, and that "he travelled out of a far country 
to hear Ton wiſdom ; now you can hear it and nor 


move out of your chairs, and yet you ery- out 
- bel-time, yet 4 little fleth, a little Number, a Titth 
folding of of the hands to fleth, A terrible judgment 
lighted on this wicked Blachford, the cry of 
the wido is gone up againſt him, the perſecutot 
- of the innocent man bath fallen by the hand of his | 
"own accomplice ; if they. ſay, come <oith us, let wy. 
wait. for blood, let us lurk priviiy for the innocent 
without cauſe, behold they luy Wait for their ouun bing, 
#hey lurk-privily for their own lives.” 

Scarce bad iel brought this ſentence toz - 
clofe, when the unexpected appearance of Nodtor 
Zachary Cawdle cut him ſhort.— May I believe 
my eyes?” exchimed Henry. Here I am un 
enough,” replied Zachary, and no ghoſt, rather 
too fat for that ſtil}, though a good ſpan, in the.gir- 
dle leſs than I was; but venienti accurrere morts is 
my maxim, you underſtand me, brother Daw: E 
I] had not played the doctor with the devil, he 

would have played the devil with the doctor, Ic can 
tel you; but I have parried him for this turn 
Ezekiel groaned.—« Here's been fine doings | 
amongſt you; there's one head in the pariſh, that 
. I ould not have on my ſhoulders for alt the m- 
ney that belongs to it. Zooks and blood Im 85 
Sawney would have made a poſſet of the Ju 
brains, had'nt I ſtept in at the nick.” Is the 
wound dangerous,” quoth Ezekiel, after another 
groan, —<* — | '”» replied Zachary, 4 ts 
not fo deep as 8 well, nor ſo wide as a church-doory hut 
it will do many an honeſt man has walked out of 
the world, and not ſo. good an apolagy for taking . 

leave of it, as Maſter l has, vey Me, 
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Ezekiel aſked 4 If he is,” quoth Zachary, ; 
keeps them to himſelf,” —* How- then ſhall herbs 
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brother Doctor. My.Sawney prognoſticatad he 
would: do well, becauſe forſooth he ſſept ſo quiet. pe 
ly; blockhead, quoth I; the ſomnolency augurs, ._ 
injury to the- brain by fracture, or concuſſion, 88 
of the ſcullz and ſure enough I ound. 
it ſo, a damnable ſquat upon the occiput Good 
night to you, thought I, your nap will be. a Je 
ane.” —(4. Alas, alas !” murmured Ezekiel) 8 
believe, brother ſurgeon, we muſt apply the tre. 
pan, we muſt break a way into his ſmall cargo of. 
brains. = Mercy. upon me,” quoth. Ezekiel, 
at the man will 1 * Moſt men will da thats” 8 
faid Zachary, * and he perhaps c. 

— © gut he's not fit to die, reiterated 
er. I've long thought,” fejoined 


- 


& he was not fit to live; Is he in 


warned. of. his: approaching end? - Methinks 
he is pretty well warned of that,” repliad the doc- 
tor; & if you had ſuch a crack. on- your Falls, your 
would find; one warning full ſufficiant = bm 
mean; cried Ezekiel, exalting his voice and 10a. : 
ing bimſeifup into the perpendicular, who is to 
awaken him to a recollection of his finful life; to 
eall him to repentance, and prepare bis paor de- 
parting foul for eternity ?”—« That's another 
matter,” replied the man of medicine, that's a2 
buſineſs out of my way altogether.” Let gs ma 
leave ta ſay, reſumed the: preacher, tis a huſi- 
neſs that imports him highly, tis that which he, 
and you and I, and every mortal breathing muſh 
take ſeriouſly in hand: be is the artiſt 
heal thoſe wounds, he the beſt ſriend that can 
ſuage thoſe pangs, and find a. balm to allay 
rage of;  tarmented;: conſcience,” , 
Fo Big g , 
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This was one of the laſt ſubjects 6 wiſhed | 

to talk upon, yet ſo it happened, chat Ezekiel fel But 
dom failed to ſtart it in his company 3 to turn it he t 

off therefore for the preſent; Zachary obſerved, the 

that death to be ſure was à ſerious ching to me, 
man, but that was no reaſon we ſhould be ary fwer 
talking about it; twould come 9 enough of us fhot 
own 'occord : For my part,” continued he, 41 to tl 
hold it good to keep up the ſpirits of my patients, him 
- and do my beſt to drive fuch gloomy thoughts tha! 
away from them; whereas, whenever one of a | ml 
fort comes about them preaching and praying, 1 if E 
conſtantly obſerve they fink and pine away; the of ] 

pulſe grows low and - feeble; tremors feiae them, tue 
— -——a=d fpmptams, which before were only menacing, 1 
thenceforward become mortal: therefore do Fou Ez 
fee, friend Daw, you and I directly counteract each our 
ether, for whilſt I am bracing you are relaxing, rat 
and.T.would as ſoon adminiſter cathartics.to my wh 
1 patient in a putrid cafe, as bring you to his bedfide fle 
= i to ſound the deathovatch 3 in his ear. Leave the to 
1 juſtice then to me, I befeech you, and when I have nat 
x mended his head, if ever that ſhall be, it will be tio 
'Y time enough andtaſk n, ma 
4 heart.” po 
- Zachary condhudert is time, for Ezekiebs tongue an 
1 would not have been reſtricted to ſilence any long bu 
A er; as there was ſomething in this harangue which jul 
fl touched him in the tendereſt part, and as the good ha 
iN man was always ready armed for religious contro- he 
verſy, he was juſt ſtepping into tho liſts, hen he at 
faw the perſon of the doctor vaniſh at the doo Pr 
with hat and cane in band, not waiting for a're- te! 
rage which was likely to be ſo little to his taſte he 
„ Aha l cried: Ezekiel, let him go for an ge 


* frigate deſpiſer of things ſacred. Is that many h 
carries a tub full of mortality before him, ,aprapes 
| . | 3 


re 
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and roufed the jealous rage of Lord Croswbery; 
but he ſa with infinite regret, that eireumſtantes, 


left but to refort for protection to the hoſpitable 
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champion to ſet death and repentance dt dee 


But mark the valour of this boaſtful chaffenger z 
he throws down his gage, and then rums away trom-. 


the combat. Oh if be had but ſtayed: hen 


me, I would have made his cars tingle with my ate: Wy 


fwer; like a two-edged ſword, the word of truth 


| ſhould have pierced that belly-full of wickedazfs 


to the dividing of the marrow; F would have toi 
him.” Here Ezekiel recollected ſo many things 
that he would have told, and new matter flowed * 


in ſo faſt whilſt he was working out the old, -thit 


if Henry's patience could have reached the length 
of Ezekiel's ſermon, the beſt example of this vir- 


tue would not have been that of holy Job. 220 


Alb things, - however, come to at end, and even 
Ezekiel's preaching .did not taft for ever, ſo thst 
our hero was at length left to his repoſe; or Fthould 
rather have faid-to-thoſe intereſting meditations} 
which occupied his nnd too fully to admit - 
fleep. - The important pacquet was again Teforted - 
to; the diſcovery therein contained, gabe Hm a 
name and ſtation in ſociety ; new duties, new ſenſa- 
tions now commenced ;z now he difcerned the pure 
maternal fource, from whence thoſe tender tramſ- 
ports were derived, that had occaſioned his alarm, 


juſtified by nature, never could be explamed, and 
how to reſeue his unhappy parent from danger 
he knew not: ardently he tonged to throw himſelf 
at her feet and receive her bleſfing, but all ap- 
proaches were barred againſt him; no choice was 


houſe of Sir Roger Manſtock, and he now re- 
garded him not only as the friend of Rateliſſe, burt 
as. the uncle of his mother; a conſideration th 


n * N n u. 


1 relieved him from many of his Limb 1 
m in bank notes, Which was inchoſed within the 
cover of his mother's letter, very amply furniſhed 
him with an independence as to money matters, a 
favor of all others the moſt painful to ſolicit from 
any benefactor but a parent. He reſolved ther- 


fore to ſet out for Manſtock-houſe with the return 7 


of morning, and it. is no improbable conjetlute, 
that in forming this reſolution, ideas of a certain 


bort, not abſolutely devoid of hope, nor far e. i 


moved from the firſt dawnings of a tender paſſion, 
' | had a ſhare in his deciſions; certain it is, that he 
had little courage for the undertaking in his former 
humble obſcurity, though the invitation had been 
held out to him by the W Baronet in the moſt 
gracious manner. 


At length the morning dawned, hen the ſound | 


of voices nnder his window occaſioned him to open 


the caſement and enquire into the cauſe of it. Two 
or three peaſants, who had. taken* the” body of 
Larry O'Rourke in charge, had miſſed their pti- iſ 
ſoner, and were reproaching each other with what i 
ſeemed to have been the Jo oint neglect of all, for . 


they had contented themſelves with ſhutting; him 
into an upper chamber in the alehouſe, whillt they 
regaled themſelves in the kitchen: the points they 
had now in debate were, firſt, how it was poſſidle 
ſor bim tte eſcape; next, whoſe fault it was that 
he did eſcape; and laſtly, whether it was worth 
their while to purſue him; this however was ſoon 
decided in the negative, as one of the company 


uſſured them that the law would give them 0 fe- 6 


ward for appehending him, and all parties inſtantly 
agreed that there was nothing to be got by running 
aſter him. In chis concluſion all were of a mind, 
and the buſineſs ended in their n the 
ſpot, and * nn wy] to Gy 
homes. 
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CHArTER. IV. Fe 
A new Scene opens upon. aur Hero. 22 
WA 
let, and Suſan at the fame. dime J 
off the ſoft bands of flcep, and preſented to the 
eyes of morning 2 figure worthy to enliſt amongſt 
> Hours, that dance before the chariot of Apolla, 
hen 


Our hero in the mean time had accoutered hime 


| ſelf to the beſt advantage: though the effects of a 
| ſleepleſs night were diſcoverable in his. eyes aud 


complexion, his model was ſuch, as. academies 
might rejoice in, and theatres applaud; the child 
of love, * of parents in the prime-of youth 
and bloom of beauty, he inherited alt his mathers 
ſweetneſs, and his father's fire whilſt nature and 
education had united to repay him for thoſe pe- 
naltirs, which the law had laid upon his birth. 

- The old Dame and Ezekiel had not yet made 


their appearance. Suſan entered the room, where 


he was fitting wrapt in meditation; her eyes met 


his, ſhe fighed, bluſhed, and retired: nothing was _ 
' faid, and«we de not preſume to dive iutd the --. - - 
thoughts and emotions of the heart. 3 1 


After a few minutes Ezekiel Daw deſcended-- 


kram his loft his air and en had more than uſual,” + > 


ſolemnity, and his countenance was expreſſive of @ -© 
tender melancholy ;' his voice, naturally ſharp.and 


acrimonious, was now pitched. in its ſofteſt and | 
„ deen 
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loweſt key, when he addreſſed himſelf to our hero 
in the following terms: | | | 


f 


e T perceive, my beloved child, thou art about 
to depart from us. I have remembered ther in 
- my morning exerciſes, and put up my petitions to 


ms throne of grace for blefling and proteftion to 
thee in thy future pilgrimage through this world 


of woe. © Verily, my good child, I do love thee 
_ "as a father loveth his own ſon; and if it were thy Il 
deſtiny, amidſt the groſs temptations of à finful 


age, to fall from virtue, and a ſtate of grace, 1 
would afk of Heaven to ſmite me now with death, 
rather than let me live to know and to lament thy 


 foul's fad forfeiture of happineſs to come. Ba! 


will hope thou art not in the way of ſuch perdit- 


on; Heaven forbid! And now I pray thee, heark- 
en to me awhile : I have lived longer in the world, 
and know it better, than thou poffibly canſt, who i 
haſt fuch ſhort experience of it: mark me ther- 


fore! Thou art adventuring forth upon the word 
of promiſe given to thee by the Lady Crowbery; 
*tis well! Ido agnize good difpoſitions in the Lady 
Crowbery, ſhe is a bounteous lady, but The 82 
woman; and of that ſex I draw my caution from 
the book of books, yea verily I take them vn the 


_ word of the wiſeſt of men, for what he found 


them to be to bis coſt: Yes, grace of God! young 
man, I findied them betinies; never took fire intomy 
beſom, as the preacher hath itz never uſted. afier 
Ber beauty, neither let her take me with her egelids ; 
therefore thou ſecſt T have good right to fay'1 
know them well; and though I ſhould be lothto 
miſinterpret the fair- ſeeming acts of any one,” ye 
ſeeing thou art comely in thine outward man, "and 
goodly to look at, being withal in that” prurſem 
ſtate of early youth, which is moſt apt to lure the 


wandering eyes of woman, I warn thee not to m 
| 7 into 
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into à ſnare.” What art thou to the Lady Crow- a I 
bery ?—a ſtranger ;- wert tod Ker fon, wou e 
do more? Great favours granted wRye t caufe £4 
comely men, and out ward decking of the perion,  --* 
as thine now is, my child, rather betokens love, i l 
and amorous deſire, than true and perfect charity © ©: __ 
The Lady Crowbery, I ſay," is but a woman,” ** _ - 

« J grant you, replied Henry, © the is 2 - 
man, but ſuch an one as never muſt be mentioned 
in my hearing but with reverence,” E Enöugh 
ſaid !“ cried Ezekiel, “ enough faid, young man, 

1 have done! Take your own courſe; good "luck 

go with you] proffered; advice, they tay, has a 
bad ſavour with it: there is a certain anima, (I 
name no names) which, if you throw a pearl to 

Bim, will turn and rend yu. Fl. not rive to 
make a cap of grey hairs for a green head,” Tou 

are wiſe, I warrant me; you are all-fufficient;, I 

am an ape, an afs, a ninny; I have not ſtudied 

women, I know nothing of their tricks, * their 
whims, their fancies, not I. Well, well, Pve done, 
I ſay Pve done; and ſo good bye to you.. 

This ſaid, he turned away; when Henry, catch- 

ing held of the ſkirt of his coat, cried out, Stop, 

my good friend; let us not part in anger. Let 
go!” replied Ezekiel, beware you rend not my 
veſture; what wou'deft thou, intemperate boy? 
* would nqt hurt you for the world.. „ Then 
looſe your hold upon my veſture.”—* I would not, 
vy the ſoul of me, I would not anger you. 
Anger me!” cried the preacher, * when did'ft 
"thou ſee me angry? when did I ever yield to 
wrath, or vent one haſty word? Never; I know 
my ſelf too well: thou doſt miſtake, raſt youth; to 
call me angry; tis thou thyſelf that art inwrath; -- 
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. believe thee, though thou doſt not 
mortality upon the aſſertion“ “ Without 2 
pledge, then,” rejoined. the youth, «I tell you, 
in plain honeſty and truth, that your advice, how- 
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350. HENRY. LY 


3s If I am angry, then, forgive-me," dad Hen- 


i I am a raſh youth, pity. me, for, by my 
. No more of that,” interpoſed the preach. 
er, thou haſt uſed that ſtrong aſſeveratiow twice, 


thou haft twice pledged that ſacred part of thee 


already in a flight trivial matter j E I can 
J im- 


ever well - intentioned, and, in other caſes, good, 
in this of Lady Crowbery is miſapplied ; and, did 
you: know with what my heart is charged, you 


would not wonder at this ſtart of paſſion and im. 
E bear with me then, and do not doubt 


know how to value both your counſel and 
your friendſhip.” 


« Well; well, well, replied the worthy creature, 


here is my hand; ; you ſee your fault, and there's 
an end of it; but never think that I can be fur- 
prized by the unruly paſſion of anger: No, no, 


thank Heaven, no man can ever throw that ſtone - 
at me. And now, my dear child, as I am a fn. 


ner, I could almoſt thinkthat thou hadſt drugg d 
me witlr ſome potion, ſo much 1 love thée; and 


when thou doſt leave me, Henry, twill almoſt | 


break my heart; but what of that? Fortune calls 
thee hence; go, never think of me; ſor by my 


foul I fwear.” Here a ſmile on Henry's. counte- 


nance brought the good man to ſudden recollechi- 
on" What was I. about to. fay ?? he cried; 
„Ohl this it was: my ſoul is in that ſtate of res- 
dineſs for misfortune, pain, adverſity, - nay, death 


itſelf, that, as to any thing that can befall myſelf, 
] am perfectly indifferent; but I ſhould indeed be 


wretched, wy dear —_— if any evil chen, 
tied thee.” 
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| Here the converſation. ended. with g very affec- . 3 
tionate reply from Henry, in return for this kind 
ſpeech ; and, not long after, a ſervant artived _ 
from Sir Roger Manſtock's, in a one-horſe chair, 
for the conveyance of Suſan andthe baggage, and 
at the ſame time a groom with u led horſe far 


Afr a ride of about twelve miles 
fertile and pleaſant country, our hero came in 
of Manſtock-houſe, the anticnt ſeat of that re- 
pectable family, which through many generations 
had preſerved it in it's original character without 
alteration or derangement :. the fame venerable 
avenues, the ſame walled gardens and formal par- 
terres, held their ſtations around it; it's turrets 
were untouched,, it's windows bad not felt the 
hand of modern art, and the pariſh church ſtall 9 
kept it's poſt of a cloſe and faithful centinel over 5 
the mei als of the family. The village ſpread itſelf = 
to the north and weſt, and in the oppoſite quarter l 
an inlet of the ſea, at about a mile's diſtance, - 1 
bounded a park well furniſhed with graupes of 
ſtately: timber - trees; the fields and about 
the village ſhewed themſelves in a ſtate of high 
cultivation, whilſt ſeveral > the BE on in detached 
ſituations added greatly to he and beauty of 
the landſcape. F / 
Henry had ſtopt upon the height to contemplate 
this animated bal and whilſt he was thus 
employed, the venerable Baronet and his fair 
daughter joined him on horſeback. - Sir 
was not a man of many words, neither did he ex- 
cel in the modern faſhion of addreſs, but he had 
a ſtile. of welcoming his gueſts, that expreſſed his © 
own ſincerity, and put them effectually at their 1 
caſe :. his xr of our yourg adventurer was 1 
_—_ cordial z it — * words that. 
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The heart of the owner was like the houſe; "dpen, 
large, hoſpitable, and old-faſhioned.” Suſan was 
ſent home in the chair by the ſhorteſt road, whith 


company the party on horſeback in their circuit 


through the grounds, which, after a very pleaſant 7 7 


tour, brought them to the village: here they ſtopt 
at a neat little manſion, which feemed 7 re- 
1 „and had a piece of ground at the back of 

laid our as a ds -_ well cropt witll uleful 
vegetables. 


This little tenement, ” fald Sir Roger « be. 


longs to Iſabella, and the is miſtreſs of the works 


Here carrying on; therefore I believe we mutt paß 


our court to her by diſtaounting from our horſes, 
and taking a view of her performances.“ 

the word, Henry leapt from the faddle, and pre- 
ſentell hitafelf at the lady's ſtirrup, who accepted 


of Bis iffiſtance.—« I propoſe,” aid ſhe, *-with ; a 


my father's leave, to put Suſan's mother into this 
cottage : what is your opinion of it? Perhaps the 
will not find herſelf fo comfortable here as in that 
the is accuſtomed to, but I flatter myſelf the will 
be more mercifully treated. *Tis a little para- 


diſe,“ cried Henry, as he lobked about him; 
'« and, if I could contemplate her happiticls with 
envy, it would be for living. in ſuch a place, and 


under ſuch a patronefs,” 
It was truly a moicoviable little manſion, in 
which the generous care of the fair owner had pro- 


vided againſt every want, that its deſtined inhabi- 
.tants could be ſuppoſe to have: upon the ground 


floor, befides a Hthhen ſtocked 'with' every neteſ- 
fary, there was a fitting-room neatly papered, and 


beyond that à ftnall office fitted up wich ſhelves,” 
which, Iſabella obſerved, would: the good 


dame as her 855 of thedicines, e = chief 


ut. 
wy : 


Henry, at his own requeſt, was permitted tO ac- 
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in the atting room Ifabella had hung 4 print, et 
which not only bore the name, but ae, 


ſtrong likeneſs, of her father, When Henry N 


contemplated this print for fome moments, be 


turned his eyes upon Iſabella, 2s if he was ſearch- 
ing for a refemblaned in ber features : ſome. tender 
ſentiment at that moment Had called the tears into 
her eyes; Henry caught it by the ſwifteſt glance 
that delicacy. permitted bim to indulge—ſwitt as It - 
was, it offered up her whole heart to his view, 
where filial affection, amidſt a thouſand” | 
ſenſibilities, held pre-eminence, the ſympathetic 
impulfe was communicated ur an inftant ; the in- 
telligence of kindred ſouls, is quick as thought it 
ſelf : in ſpite of his addreſs the glance had paſſed 
and repaſſed, that carrieck with it the reciprocal - 
ſenſation of two feeling hearts: nothing was ſaid; 
but all” was underftood 3 fouls can confer without 


the noiſy vehicle of words; — Sir Roger Manftock . . 


was at this time talking with a labourer in the 
F | 

„ Toft thew 
floor,“ faid Iſabella. Henry followed” her in fi. 
lerice : the ſtairs were ſteep; he forgot” himlelf, 
and let her lead the way: he ſuffered for his Ger- 


fight as ſuch forgetfulneſs deſerved 3' his heart was 
doomed to encounter an emotion of another ſart 
from that he had fo lately felt.” 1i-fared'youth T == 


are all Ezekiel's precepts fo ſoon forgotten? He 
would have told thee there is danger in every 
atom of a beautiful damſel, from the crown of her 
head even to the taper extrrmities of thoſe ele- 
gant limbs,” which” chine unguarded eye took in. 
Thoughtlefs, devoted victim F'whither art thou 


climbing? Thou dot but follow to Inevitable fa- 


trifice: th fate precedes thee; and trains thet up 
a precipice, from whence it ĩs decreed that tho 


— 
— 


. 


you the! chambers on tlie upper - 


— 


n a door on each fide opened to a hed-cham- 
ber, which ſeemed to ſay that here benevolence 


twenty z it was elegance, that madeſt [pave 
would not. bluſh to avow; it was taſte ſo void 
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R. — took notice that Ezekiel's hank 
with a ſmall neſt of ſhelves for books; 
ber did it yew oh him that Iſabella had conveyed 
a compliment to his charity by adorning his chim- 
ney with. a print of the gad Samaritan. In the 
| chamber of Dame May ſhe had hung a print alſo, 
which repreſented the ſtory of the widow of Zare- 
phath and the prophet Elijah. Theſe, with many 
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houſe, ſhewed him how thoroughly Iſabella po- 


dy the grace of beſtowing them. 


They now remounted their horſes and 


new and curious ſcene ; as they paſſed through 3 


| 

\ 

0 lle been accuſtomed to the ſmall and private ſcale 
| 

| Gatbic gateway into the front court, a v 


perlonage, 
- a filyer-headed ſtaff in his hand, 


gave ſolemn notice of weir approach, and {ume - 


—_ 


At length they have reached the würden of this. 


had provided an aſylum for the repoſe of peace, 
The ſimplicity here diſplayed, which Horace in 
two happy words deſcribes, I could. not convey in 


ornament that the diſpoſer's excellence eonſiſted 


1 - in the concealment, of her art. You ſee,” cried 
| Iabella, „I hare provided for the good man, WH 
lodges with the Lf nk : if Ke comes,” added the, 
. *-there is reſt from his la- 


other circumſtances in the accolametuaions of the 


ſeſſed the hap PP quality of — her favours 


ed to the manſion. To Henry, who had all his - 
of a country clergyman's eftabliſhment, this wa 2 _ 


dreſſed in a tufted gown, and * . 


ſelf to the wondering ſight of our hero; at 1 | 
fame time a bell was tolled in the turret, which 
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moned-the domeſtics. to their. poſts in the great 


— 


z 


hall: here, according to the faſhion of did times, : 


the Baronet took Henry by the hand and welcome * 
ed him to Manſtock-houſe. Scenes, that LOG | 
only read of in deſcription, were now preſent ta 
his view; every thing within the houſe perfedily, 
correſponded with the ſtile and character of the 

exterior: walls built for perpetuity, rooms calcu» 


lated for feudal hoſpitality, and ſpace waptonly la- E 


viſhed without regard to œconomy or convenience 
beſpoke the rude magnificence of the founder z 
the very ſervants ſeemed in age and habit of ano- 
ther century, The hall was hung round with 
banners and trophies of various ſorts, both of war 
and of the chace: over an immenſe ſpan of fire- _ 


place was diſplayed the family ſhield, containing a 


vaſt number of bearings properly illuminated and 
arranged according to the rules of heraldry;; and 
at the upper end the portrait of an old man at 
full length in à black habit, with the enſigus of 
the garter and the blue ribbon hanging me 
from his neck, holding a ſcroll in his on 
which was traced the ground-plot of the houſe, 
and beſpoke him to be the founder of. it. 5 
Sir Roger Manſtock's family conſiſted. of. one 
only daughter; he had loſt his lady about three 
years paſt. Iſabella, the darling of ber father, 
had now entered her eighteenth year, and ſince 
her mother's death had conftantly reſided with _ + 
him, and of late had taken the poſt and preſidency + 
of miſtreſs of the family. With a table always 
open to his friends and neighbours, Sir Roger 
E 8 in a conſtant reſidence at Manſtock- 
e, in the center of a very noble property, 
beloved by all that knew him, and do g good ta 
all that depended on bim. When his friends ſoli- 
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hirn that all parties would j join in cleog him, his . © 
conftant anſwer was, that he thanked” them for 
their good opinion, but his utraoft ambition was 
to live amongſt them, fulfilling to the beſt; of his 
capacity the duties of an acting magiſtrate and 2 
Plain country gentleman; in which ſtation he 
humbly conceived he ſhould ſerve them better, 

and approve ] himſelf a more uſeful member of the 
community, than by attending upon parliament, 
for which he modeſtly, and perhaps truly, aſſerted 
: that he- Rad 'n no talents.” 
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The Coward ben ir Lien in his own Hl 


AVING now ſo happily diſpoſed of our hero 
| for a while, we are at leiſure to look back 
to the ſtate of affairs at Crowbery Caſtle,” where 
the miſadyenture of Juſtice Blachford had made 
no flight imprefſion. The Captain, who had laid 
his plan of the preſs-gang, as we have related, 
was now deterred from putting it to the experi- 
ment, not only by the ſhameful cataſtrophe of 
-Blachford's murderous plot, but alſo by the confi- 
deration of Sir Roger Manſtock's Eving taken 
Henry into his protection. Blachford's caſe was 
ſtill extremely doubiful; he ſeemed to be doſing 
away his life, with few and ſhert intervals of faint 
and inperſect ſenſibility; the ſcull was evidently 
fractured, and Zacbary hid pronounced npen the 
trepan as *:difpenſable: it had been thought pro- 
per, however, to call in the aſſiſtance of a Lon- 
don ſurgeon, and his arrival was hougy expettes: 
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Nobody Youbted his being tlie victim "of E | 

plot; bat ORourke, who probably ;woul# have: .. 

brought it home to him in his own defence; had: 

eſcaped from the people who ap bim, 

and was. far enough out᷑ of reach; nobody red Fe 

in his purſuit, ' and the few perſons, Who were inn 

tereſted to conceal the evidence of Blachford's 2 

criwĩinality, were much more likely to affiſt his 

flight- than to ſtop it. To leave the matter myl-. 

terious, or rather to aim at making it ſo, was the 

moſt they could hope fur: to caſt ſuſpicion upon 

Henry was but of their power, nochicanery could. 

do that againſt the joint force of ſo many witneſſes, 

who could depoſe to the very words that O'Rourke 

had uttered; when he confefſed that what he had 

done was by his maſter's orders, only that he had 

LY miſtaken the perſon upon whom they were to have 

5 deen executed; and this account, in which they -_ 
perfectly agreed, was circulated over all the neigh-. 

4 bourhood. In the mean time old Weevil the 

; miller, who had been eventually the preſerver of 

| 


Henry's life, by perſuading him to return with 
him through the park, was not idle in/publifhing 
his account of the affair, and the motives that in- 
duced him fortunately to adviſe as he did. Blach- 
ford, therefore, whether living or dying, was 
effectually ruined in reputation, and ſo univerſally 
execrated as the vileſt of wretches, that even the 
Viſcount himſelf, and his ſatellites the lawyer and 
the captain, were fain to diſavow bim. Still the 
heart of the proud peer rankled with rage and 
jealouſy: diſappointed of the revenge he had pro- 
miſcd himſelf to enjoy through the means of 
others, and intimidated from taking any open 
meaſures of his on againſt the object of his ma- 
lice by the firm language Henry had held in his 
late interview, is daſtardly ſpirit had. no other 

; : relource __- 


AM 


"= 


* 


A 


3 4 


£6.) 


Mm 


= £ n =_ on ny = \ 2 — l a - * 
3 en, * 4 = > 24x —_— _ = 3 - 
_ i _ _ —_ Y wt. —_ T 9 * ln . - . 2 - 1 92 a hs 
\ * 1 Ev » 7 
PTS 8 1 . 7 1 on _ l _ 
. E m 2 0 ** 5 f * n F . . 
0 _ + x . er 


— 
3 


of „ 


„ 89 2 0 


e r IEEE. 7z 


p | . = — _— 
—— — — —-—-—- —_— — - 


_— 


— 


— — —— os gs. 
C wa — — — a nnd 


S otro * 11 


m bounds. In his treatment of Lady Crowbery- 
doe kept no terms of decency or reſerve, (publiſh. 
ing to all parties (not even his own domeſtics ex> 
cepted) the charges he had againſt her Will 


N ſome vagabond, embracing him in her arms, and 


% EN R N 


reſource hut to vent itſelf upon the defencelefs 


vou tell me,” he would aſk, that wife is virtys 
ous, who vas not only ſeen by others, but whom 
I myſdlf- aw, hanging upon the neck of à hand. 


careſling him with all the ecſtacy of an enflamed 
and guilty paſſion ? Who will ſay that this is not 
an actio implies criminality ſo ſtrongly, that, 
ocular demonſtration. cauld fcarce. add to the 
convittion-of it? What other motive but ons can 
2a woman of her ſort have for a conduct fo extra 
ordinary towards a fellow, who. is a perfect Gran» 
to her, and who, till ſhe put claachs-upon bis 
N, had not a pocket to hold the money ſhe hs 
wihly:/beſtawed_ upon him? Willany one perſuade 
me chat all theſe favours and fandneſſes are tog 


accounted for from mere reſpect tothe memo of 


a certain parſon Ratcliffe,, who picked, him up 83 
foaundling, and whom ſhe has not ſet eyes on fon 
theſe twelve years paſt? The mereſt dupe in ns. 


ture could not find credulity fur ſuch a tale 


In this ſtile his Lordſhip took every occaſion. to 
vent his grievances, and make public the breach 
between himſelf and Lady Crowbery: When in 
conference with her he would hold a harſher lan- 
guage; and as he preſſed for anſwers, which the 

ifficulty of her ſituation would not allow her 40 
give, every interview. ſerved only to ſtrengthen his 
concluſions and enflame his animoſity. _ | 

It was generally ſuſpected. that aſeparation would 


take place, and this he had threatened her withz 
but when ſhe ſhowed a willingneſs to meet hm 
28 / "IF in 
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joint eſtabliſhment was fo liberally applied to 'the 
common ftock, «ot Br eo or 
Arbe reer Lanyards doe - 


fering her to correſpo nd with any one, 
her relations of the * houſe uf — to whe 
he bore peculiar hatred and i 
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either of theſe accounts, he kept =6 chat hn 
His ll-hutrour ant chagrin, but 
without 'referve, © abſolutely confining her to we 


houſe, and, as far as he could prevent it, not fub- 


—= 


c What does your uncle mean,” faid He in * h 


of his altercations, © by receiving that fellow in 


'bis family, who has fo effectually deftroyed the 
peace of mine? Can there be a groſſer inſult, 4 


more outrageous breach of decency and good- 


manners, than thus to hold him up in my defiance- 
after what has paſſed, and when he knows that 1 


myſelf have diſcovered him in a ſituation, that no 
huſband, who has any ſenſe of honour, ean 


put 
up with, nor a wife, who has any ſenſe of mo- 
dear, would: permit him to be found in ? Does 
Sir Roger thibk 1 that T want fpirit to reſent ſuch 
conduct, or can he ſuppoſe” that I am tame enough 
to ſubmit to.an indignity, which he renders ten 
times more galling by the countenance he ſhews 
to the deſpicable object of my reſcntment—your 


Ladyſhip's beggarly Adonis ?” 


To this the patiently replied, * That her uncle 


knew W and me motives of that ten- 


derneſs 
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derneſs, which pity (67 the ales 8g the guilt. 
leis had extorted from her; that with a heart . 
_ rally ſuſceptible of compaſſion, ſhe had a further 
Antereſt in the ſufferings of the young. man in 


_ queſtion, as à relict of her valued friend Mr. Rat- #F 
© cliffe, who bad protected him . from his infancy, | 
loved bim as a ſon, and left the ſtrongeſt teſti 
mony in his favour, deſcribing him as endowed 
with every good and virtuous, quality, that can 
centre in the human heart: that for theſe reaſons 
ſhe had. determined to fand in the place of her 
deceaſed friend towards. an unfortunate youth, . ? 
bo ſeemed deſtined to be the victim of. ſuſpicion, 
and · to meet puniſhment where he merited 
is one thing,”, aid my Lord, « to protect; 
to careſs him is another: you, or I, or any body 
may relieve a beggar, but who E -him ? 
Your purſe you may pour into his hands, byt your 
perſon you had no right to. throw intq his army, 
ſeeing that I have a claim vpon that, ſo long as 1 
is my lot to be called your huſband, and ee: pri 
vilege to bear my name and title.“ 

True, my lord,” ſhe replied, « your right 
and title to my poor perſon is abſolute and cnc 
ſive, and had my heart been made of fterner ſtuff, 
I ſhould not have yielded it even to pity, -as-you 
Faw; to impurity it has never been ſurren 
fince you called it your's., If your ſenſe of pity 
cannot find excuſe Fa mine, I muſt ſubmit to 1 
fate; 1 bave no other means of ſoftening your 

ure.” 

« Sincerity will ſoften it,” Laid my Lord; 4 oon- 
feſſion will in part, atone for the injury which my 
honour has received, becauſe to own your 
is one ſtep towards repenting of them: conlels 
then that you are in love with this young Fellow, 
* you was captivated with his Ne thab yu 
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was ſurpriaed into 3 which your cotiſti- _ 

| tution muſt apologize for.—Nay, ſtart not, Ma- 
dam ! nor affect tobe offended 3 what I ſuggeſt,” 
for that you have loved is well known, and that A 
you can go great lengths for thoſe yo ve is nok * 
to be denied; why then may I not tut 
your nature is the ſame, kind, Toft and yielding 
as it ever was? A father's authority could not re- 5 
ſtrain you, why ſhould I ſuppoſe a huſban@'s can? 
Let me know therefore the extent of my diſgrace, 
and L will then decide as ſhall be beft both for my- 
ſelf and yon: till then you muſt give me leave to 
ſuſpect the worſt, and to conclude againſt you a 
much from your ' lence and reſerve as from my 
on reaſon and obſervation.” 

In one word then, my lord, and I call Hea- 
ven to witneſs to the truih of what I ſay, I am as 
incapable of the idea you annex to my tenderneſs 
for this young man, as I am of murder, inceſt, 
blaſphemy, or any crime the moſt dire and de- 
teſtable that only beings totally abandoned can 
commit: the criminality you ſuſpect me of would 
be ſuch as bat to think of makes my blood ſfhud- 
der and my heart ſhrink back with horror. 

« Hold, Madam; not fo ſtrong in your expreſ- 
ſions, if you pleaſe; moderate the energy of your 
language, if you wiſh that I ſhould credit the in- 

cerity, or even underſtand the meaning of it: let 
me have a plain anſwer to a plain queſtion—Did 
you ever ſee this young man before?” * 

I ſaw him about twelve years ago, ſoon after 
my father's death, when he was a child under the 
care of Mr. Ratcliffe.” | 
0 Is he the baſtard! fon of parton Ratclifle 2” | 

That is a plain queſtion truly, my lord: your _ 
2 have couched it ip politer terms 
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& Very true, Madam, I ſhould have been more 
ſelect in my expreſſions, as I might have recolled. 
ed that none are ſo affectedly -regardful of "the 
forms of delicacy as. thoſe, who have bidden adie 
to:the eſſentials ok. it.“ n | | 
„ *Tis well, my lord; I ſhall give you no tur. 
ther opportunity of inſulting me, by anſwering ts ä 
no further queſtions: here ends our conference; iſ 
proceed againſt me as you pleaſe; be as crud's 
your heart will let you; there is a friend at han 
that will ſoon reſcue me from your tyranny.” “. 
« Say you ſo; Madam! Who is that friend? 
« Death.” _ N 
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| CHAPTER. VI.. 


N this manner the fad and heavy hours dragged 
flowly on at Crowbery'caftle. Domeſtic alter. 
<ations, jealouſies, and complaints on the part of 
Lord Crowbery, preſſed down the ſpirits, and now 
began to fap and undermine the conſtitution of his 
unhappy lady. Her.confinement was become. no 
leſs a matter of neceſſity than of obedience; the 
took her meals, and paſſed her whole day, in her 
ſeparate apartment; and as great pains were beſ⸗ 
towed in keeping the affair of Blachford's plot and 
its providential iſſue from her knowledge, it was 
not till after the dialogue recited in the preceding 
chapter had taken place, that ſhe came to the 
knowledge of that diſgraceful buſineſ 2 - 
His Lordſhip's ſuſpicion pointed at Zachary 2 
the informer on this occafion ; and though a my 
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ſtrict watch was kept upon him in his viſits, 
Nobabiy the ſuſpicion aforeſaid was not ill placed, 


for dur honeſt Doctor had great attachment to his 


noble patient, and little to her ignoble lord: 
our hero alſo had 2 in his heart; Blach- 
ford he deteſted, and though he did his duty to 
him faithfully and frilfully, for he had now per- 
for med the operation of the trepan, yet if he had 
been drefling the wounds of a wretch condemned 


for murder, he probably could not have felt leſs 


ſympathy for the ſufferings of his patient.. The 
impreſſion, which the ftory of Blachford's plot 
made upon Lady Crowbery's mind, was ſuch as 
left a ſtrong perſuaſion of my Lord's participation 
in that baſe attempt, and from this moment ſhe 
could not fee him without horror: fixt in her re- 
ſolution to enter into no further diſcuſſions with 
him, all intercourſe between them was ſuſpended, 
One day, as ſhe was fitting alone and penfive in 
her chamber, ruminating on the fad fortune of 
her life, and the miſeries which an attachment fa- 
tally traverſed had entailed upon her, as ſhe drew 
out her handkerchief to ſtaunch the tears that 
were flowing from her eyes, a little packet dropt 
on the floor, which ſhe took up, and ſoon diſco- 
vered to be the ſame that Henry had delivered to 
her, incloſing the ring, but which, in the hurry 


of her ſpirits at that moment, ſhe had haftily put 


into her pocket, and from that time it had eſcap- 
ed her recollection. | | 

What was her furprize, upon unfolding the en- 
velope, to diſcover the very ring ſhe had given to 
her beloved Delapoer, when they exchanged their 
pledges, and ſolemnly devoted their hearts and 
affections each to the other... i 

With eager trepidation ſhe turned it over an 
over, minutely examining it in every part. le 
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Hair, the ſtone, the ſetting, the motto, every pa. 
ticle depoſed to the identity of the obye&t; not; 
doubt remained ;.aftoniſhment poſſeſſed her who. 
ly ; ſhe ſhook in every. gount, and felt a tumult 2 
her heart, that ber enfeebled frame could ſcarce 
ſupport. Happily ſhe was alone; and when fhe 
could command ſufficient recollection to debate 
the cafe, and ſhape her thoughts into ſome form 
and order, ſhe began to give them vent, talking to 
herſelf, in broken ſentences, after the following 


. manner :—* The very ring I gave to Delapoer! 


the pledge of love, my firft, my only love! affur 
edly it is the fame! I cannot be miſtaken ! Oh me- 
mory of a fond fleeting moment, thou art much 
too faithful to deceive, or be deceived l. How came 
it here ? Is he that owned it living, and returned 
to England, -or. is he dead, and, dying, gaveit in 
commiſſion to ſome friend to render back to me? 
Let me recal to mind what Henry told me; a man 
had found it, a poor man, returned from tranl- 
portation; that may be himſelf; well may he cal 
it ſo; 'twas baniſhment, *twas tranſportation for 


the crime of loving one, whom the hard heart of 


an. inexorable parent wreſted from his arms too 
late for honour. Ah cruel father ! there was 
moment, when, if you had relented, your poor 
child had never known theſe agonies, that now 
muſt plunge her in the grave: had you 

her to take her own heart's choice, and at the a 
tar ſanQtify thoſe vows, which Heaven had heard 
and regiſtered, your daughter had been now a hap- 
py mother, arid poſterity would have bleſſed you; 
inſtead of which, : behold a jealous i tyrant and 3 
barren bed! Oh barbarous ſoul-enſlaving la, 
deviſed in an accurſed hour to counteract the firſt 
great bleſfing pronounced by the Creator on bis 
works, which alike makes wretched thoſe _ 
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obey, and thoſe who deſperately evade it; which 
gives a power to parents that is their curfe, entait- 
ing a dreadful reſponſibility on fuch as enforce it, 
and violating the moſt ſacred privileges of all who 
are reſtrained by it. | ee 

This ſaid, ſhe roſe, and opening a little caſket, 
where other tokens were depoſited, lodged it 
amongſt them, referring it to time, the revealer 
of all myſteries, to elucidate this amongft the reſt; 
and recollecting it had been told her by Henry, 
that the finder of the ring faid he would call again 
for his reward Alas ]“ ſaid ſhe, as this reflec- 
tion occurred, . what have I to beſtow, that De- 
lapoer would now deem a reward? Could I endare 
the meeting, ought I even to wiſh it? Should 1 
not in diſcretion avoid it? If there is any remnant 
of affection left in his heart for me, will not the 
ſight of ſuch a faded form, and the diſcovery. of 
my wretchedneſs, give anguiſh to his feelings? 
But then my ſon! my Henry !-—How elſe ſhall I 
diſcloſe to Delapoer the intereſting intelligence 
that he is a father? O Henry, for thy ſake I would 
abide that trial!” | | 

It was now the hour for Zachary to pay his pro- 
feſſional viſit :* curiofity, or Take otic wi _ 
netted with kindneſs, induced Lord Crowhbery ts 
accompany him on this occaſion : his preſence was 
not calculated to quiet uneaſineſs of any kind; and 
Zachary's fingers had no ſooner touched his pati- 
ent's pulſe, than he gave my Lord à fignificanc 
look, which not only indicated alarm at what he 
diſcovered by his touch, but ſeemed to intimate 
that he knew, by his iatuition,” where” the cauſe 
of it was to be inn: 25 EST TS, 79 

Jam told, madam,” faid my lord, yoaare 
indiſpoſed; I thoald wiſh. to hear the nature of 
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your complaint, and what this gentleman's opiniag 


is of your caſe.” 

„ So pleaſe you, my lord,” replied the man df 
medicine, * it is not our practice to -diſcuſs thoſe 
points in the hearing of our patients.“ 

4 Cannot you 
©* when I am preſent; or haye you no advice to 
offer, till you have conſulted with her Ladyſkip 
what remedy ſhe likes beſt ?“ 

There was a taunting ſneer in this, which Z 
chary's ſpirit did nat quite reliſh ; he had all due 
conſideration for the dignity af a noble; but he 
was not without ſome ſenſe of his own coule- 
quence, and the honour alſo due unto the phyſi 
cian: he anſwered, therefore, with more quick- 
neſs than was expected, that, to the beſt of ſuch 
judgment as he paſſeſſed, he ſhould preſcribe in 
due time; but there was a diſorder in her lady- 
ſhip's pulſe, which he took to be incidental rather 
than ſymptomatic, .and he believed the beſt reme- 
dy for her cafe, at preſent, would be perfect quiet 
and a filent room, 

« By which I am to underſtand,” rejoined the 
peer, that you could very readily diſpenſe with 
my company, and remain here yourſeli-—will that 

ote filence, do you think? If you have no- 
Bang to ſay that I ſhould not hear, and ſilence be 
ſo neceſſary for her ladyſhip, I can fit here with- 
out opening my lips, whilſt you purſue your ob- 
ſervations without interruption, and meditate at 
leiſure on the remedies you are to apply.” 

« My Lord,” replied the ſage, if I am wor- 
thy to be entruſted with the health of Lady Crow- 
bery, I hope I am not ſuſpected as unfit to be left 
with her in private. | a 

« No more arguing, Mr. Apothecary, if you 
pleaſe,” quoth the ue. intruder; GY 


| 


preſcribe then,” ſaid the Peer, 
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finefs you are ſent for; and remember, that it is. 
for the contents of your gallipots, and not for the 
charms of your converſation, that I employ you 
in wy family.” = 
« [ have been employed,” quoth Zachary, for 
my lady and her family, many years before I was 
honoured with your Lordſhip's commands, and I 
never was treated in Sir Andrew's family but with 
confidenee and kindnefs : F hope I am not likely 
to forget my ſtation in fociety, and how far it is re- 
moved from that, which your Lordſhip now fills ; 
but I can at the ſame time recollect, that the 
diſtance between them has not always been ſo 
t.“ 2 | 
For the better underſtanding of this glance, at 
the conclufion of Zachary's reply, we muſt inform 
the reader, that the noble perſonage, at whom it 
was pointed, had, in the early days of his worldly 
pilgrimage, walked in the humble line of an officer 
of his Majeſty's cuſtoms, in which ſtation he was 
totally unnoticed by the head of his family, and, 
indeed, by every other family whoſe notice was 
worth having, until the title, and ſuch part of the 
eſtate as was entailed upon it by a variety of inter- 
mediate contingencies, devolved on him. Though 
not deficient in talents of a certain ſort, he had 
been greatly cramped in his education by the po- 
verty of his parents, and, as far as precept and 
example reach, very little- benefited by either. 
With the great world, fince he had been made a 
part of it, he had formed little or no acquaintances 
and conſcious of his deficiencies in the acquire- 
ments of a gentleman, he had never taken his ſcat 
ſince his acceflion to the peerage; ſhutting him- 
felf up in his caſtle with a few mean. dependants 
about him, who flattered him- in his humours, 
whilſt thes fed at his table, he lived in fuller pride, 
. | avoiding 
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avoiding all his neighbours of a better ſort, and 
avoided by them. When he made propoſals for 
his prefent lady, he had newly ſucceeded to hi 
title, and, it may well be preſumed, he was more 
indebted to a certain incident in her hiſtory, well 
remembered by her father, though carefully con- 
cealed, than to the elegance of his own manner 
and addreis. A title and eſtate, however, were 
circumſtances not overlooked in the brief catalogue 
of his accompliſhments ; they doubtleſs had ther 
weight with Sir Andrew ; and for the lady's ſhare 
in the tranſaction, that was purely negative; a bro- 
ken ſpirit, a dubious reputation, and a blank in- 
difference to all mankind, with one exception ons 
iy, made her conſent to an act of duty and atone» 
ment, not of choice and free wilt. In this manner 
they married, and upon the terms which ſuch mat. 
riages naturally produce, they lived together jo 
leſs, comfortleſs, childleſs. ; 

The glance, therefore, which Zachary had re- 
torted upon his lordſhip's former obſcurity, rouſed 
his preſent dignity into a flame of rage, It is not 
in the art of the moſt ingenious tormentor to pu- 
niſh the object of his vengeance half ſo bitterly, as 
the proud man, without any art or ingenuity a 
all, naturally contrives to puniſh himſelf. No 
Sooner had Zachary's words entered the porches of 
his ears, than in an inſtant, like he /eperous diffil- 
ment deſcribed by Hamlet's ghoſt, it courſed 
through all the natural gates and alleys of his 
blood, poſt-haſte, to the ſeat and head quarters of 
the ſpleen (if any of my readers know where that 
is to be found) and there it ſwelled and fermented 
at ſuch a rate, that his boſom was not wide enough 
to hold it, but out it burſt, ſputtering and froth- 
ing, from his lips, in accents very little reſemblihg 
thoſe that ſhortly after fell with gentle —_— 

om 
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from the ſofter lips of Lady Crowbery. Enough 
was underſtood, from the inarticulate yehemence 
of his lordſhip's wrath, to diſcover that Zachary 
Cawdle, ſurgeon, apothecary, and man-midwite,. 
was in no future time to exerciſe any one of theſe 
ſeveral branches of his art within the walls of 
Crowbery Caſtle, or upon the perſon of any one 
who belonged thereunto. | 

Zachary had riſen from his ſeat” with an iraſci- 
bility little leſs than boiling hot, and with a coun- 
tenance, whoſe ſcarlet hue of downright honeſt 
anger wonderfully contraſted the pale and ſickly 
complection of his lord ſhip's malice, when the gen- 
tle invalid, directing a look of mild benevolence o 
her diſcarded attendant, addreſſed herſelf to him 
in the following terms ““ Farewel, my long ap- 
proved and worthy friend ! I loſe your ſervices 
when they can be of no further uſe to me; you ſee 
the ſituation I am in, and you know it is incura- 
ble. It is not in your art to ſave; me, and you are 
only diſmiſſed from a fruitleſs attendance, and thę 
painful ſpectacle of an expiring, friend. For all 
paſt care and kindneſs, and a thouſand zealous of- 
fices, which your goed. will to me has prompted 
you to perform, I render you my laſt, my cordial 
thanks. Go to my uncle Manſtock ; tell him 1 
am in a fair way to ſhake off all complaints, and 
want no more medical aſſiſtance: when that is 
over, and my cure completed, he will ſhew you 
that your ſervices have not been overlooked, and 
that | have bequeathed you a fee, wich I hope 
will ſet me clear at the cloſe of our account.” 

« God forbid! God forbid !”. cried Zachary, 
the tears bubbling from his eyes, & it ſhould be 
my fad lot to outlive you. Providence in its mers. 
cy reſtore you] But continue, I beſeech you, the 
valerian draughts : I had other medicines in re- 
ſerve; 


| 
1 ö CHATTER VII. 
1 . | . Shews how ſome People paſs their Time in the 
E , 7 | I Country. | 
| . ä 4 
15208 ACH AR returned diſconfolate to his ſhop. 
Hs * How do we go on at Lord Crowbery's?” 
14. 3K uoth Alexander Kintoch.—“ The devil take 
i438 rd Crowbery,” replied Zachary, * and the 
i} + blind bitch Fortune into the bargain, for putting 
LY a coronet over the ears of a cuſtom-houfe-officer. 
f 7 —* She has put a creft as well as a coronet over 
* his ears, if Fame fays true,” reſumed Kinloch, 
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I | fi b | ſerve ; but I take heaven to witneſs, I am diſmiſt 


ed from my attendance, when my patient's pulſe 
is at a hundred and twenty-five.” 


with a grin.— If Fame fays that, Fame lies,” ſaid 
Zachary. A fellow that but yeſterday, as-it 
were, trampt about with a pen and inkborn in his 
button-hole, to talk to me in ſuch a ſtile : I have 
been treated ſcurvily, friend Sawney ; he has dif- 
miſſed me from all further attendance on his lady: 
poor dear ſoul, the will be loſt without my help; 


of her complaint ſo well as I can; it breaks my 
heart to think that any other perſon ſhould pre- 


for her pulſe was going at an hundred and twenty- 
hve when I left her.” —< That betoken: a criſis,” 


wrgente morto adfit medicus..” — I foreſaw what 
would happen,” cried the North Briton z “ your 
- | 9 
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there is not a man in England can diſcern the cauſe 
ſcribe to her; yet there's not a minute to be loſt, 


ſaid Kinloch.— % Right,” quoth the Doctor, „and 
tis then the patient has moſt need of a phyſician; 


— 
— 


SRFNFSFT 5232888 


de 


H E N R T. 32 


own dear wife has made all the miſchief, tattling 
about Henry and my lady, and how they met at 

houſe, and what paſſed at their meeting when 
ſhe hugged him in her arms, which has been told 
my lord; and fo they would not let the man be a 
cuckold in quiet, but muſt be talking to him about 
it, which, if it was own caſe, you muſt con- 


feſs, is not the anteſt thing to hear; but for 


my part I make it a rule to let all ſueb trifles paſs, 
and ſay nothing of the matter.” —** Aye, aye,“ an- 


ſwered Zachary, * you: are a wiſe man, Sawney, 


and know how. to keep peace and ſilence in a fa- 
mily; but my tippling ſaint of a wife has ſuch a 
curſt tongue of her on, that there is nothing ſhe 
ſo dearly loves as ſcandal, except it be the brandy- 
bottle; but her pleaſure will be her poiſon, for 
ſhe's tacked in the liver, and tumbling off the 
perch.. As for that bluſtering lord, his cuſtom I 
ſhould not value at a doit, nor his caſtle neither; 


if my lady was not in it; I can live without either; 


for I don't believe that obſtinate fellow has taken a 
doſe of my drugs theſe ten years paſt, and if he 
lets it alone for ten years to come I care not; let 
him go off in his own way; I ſhould be ſorry to 
ſave him a trip to the other world, and employ my 
Kill in his cure, which I muſt in conſcience do, 


was I called in; *tis exaCtly the caſe with juſtice- 


Blachford ; I know IL am defrauding the devil of 
his due by keeping him alive; but if a man won't 
die when his brains are out, how can I help it 2 
If ſome folks had had the handling of his ſcull, 


the world before this would have been rid of a 


monſter.” ES | - | 
Whether the deputy doctor took this as a fide- 
blow at himſelf I cannat tell, but certainly a learn- 
ed diſpute ſprung up between him and his princi- 
pal. upon the application of the trepan, which 
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branched out into ſo many zigzags and croſſeutz 
and was carried on with ſo little method, and ſo 
much abuſe of brevity, that after Zachary's vanity 
had run foul of Alexander's ſpleen, his choler be. 
gan to chafe and fume at ſuch a rate, that peſtle 
and mortar never ſet up a more clamorous 
ment than now enſued between maſter and 
which was only put an end to by the ſuperior din 
of Jemima's bell. 
In the mean time the hours at Manſtock Houſe 
moved on in harmony and peace: each diviſion of 
the day had its appropriated occupation or amuſe. 
ment: the morning ride, the ſocial meal, the 
evening walk, the hour of reſt, each link of time 
kept it's due place and period: order and regula- 
rity were ſo perfectly obſerved throughout the 
whole eſtabliſhment, that though the ſpirit of the 
maſter pervaded every part, his voice was no where 
heard; the domeſtics were a numerons body, but, 
like well-diſciplined veterans, each knew his duty, 


and no one {werved from it. 


Here our hero might have repoſed in abſolute 
tranquillity, had his feelings been leſs alive to the 
diſconſolate ſituation of his ſuffering mother, or 
had his wandering fancy (for why ſhould I conceal 
the truth?) permitted him to enjoy the comforts 
of an amiable ſociety, without a profeſt partial 
to any one in particular belonging to it: but n. 
ture and philoſophy are at conſtant variance ; the 
warmth which one inſpires il] ſuits the coolnels 
which the other preſcribes. Though the conver- 
fation of SirRoger and the Reverend Mr. Claypole 
offered all the edification that experience could 
miniſter to a youthful hearer, yet perverſe nature 
(or ſomething we are willing to aſcribe to natute 
biaffed the judgment of our hero ſo as to induce 
him to prefer the flighteſt ſyllable, that gave mo- 
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tion to Iſabella's lovely lips, before all the anecdotes. by 
of Sir Roger, or the metaphyſics of Mr. Claypole; 1 
this was not a preference which his underſtanding 
gave, for that he never called into council on the 
queſtion; but he liſtened as his eyes directed him, 
and judged as his heart preſcribed. Though he 0 
was not to learn that time moves on with equal b 
ſtep, yet he miſcalculated moſt. grofsly, reckoning: 
hours but as minutes when alone with Iſabella, 
and minutes as hours without her: Any other 
perſon would have found out theſe were ſymp- 
toms of love, Henry only found out they were 
miſtakes, and never ventured: to ſearch into the 
cauſe of them: Iſabella, who was even leſs expe- 
rienced, and ſomewhat younger than himſelf, was 
fo ſure that ſhe loved no human creature compa- 
rably to her father, and really did love him with 
ſuch true devotion, that ſhe had no idea there 
might be attachments of another ſort to ſhare her; 
heart with him, and, in the full conviction of her; 
own, ſecurity, never once thought of what ſhes, 
held impoſſible to happen; ſhe took her evening, 
walks with Henry by her ſide, and then the wea- Ws 
ther was ſo fine, or the proſpect ſo charming, or 5 
the diſcourſe ſo entertaining, that the minutes 8 
ſtole away ſo imperceptibly the could not under- 
ſtand how they were gone ſo faſt, and ſhe ſo far 
from home; now ſhe muſt haſten back, and Hen- 
ry's arm was wanted to aſſiſt her ſpeed : ſtiles ſome- 
times intervened, and then both arms found full 
employment; hillocks, and dales, and foot planks. 
over rills with waters half a foot in depth tremen- 
douſly rolling underneath, demanded a conductor 
of no ſinall addreſs; in defiles and difficulties like 
theſe, all Henry's care was none too much; yet 
they occurred fo frequently, that flander would 
have faid they were more ſought than ſhunned. 
Sometimes, 
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Sometimes, when nothing more material vecy. | 


ied her thoughts, Iſabella would divert the fub. 
of diſcourſe to queſtions about Suſan May. 
Did'nt Henry think her very pretty ?—Wagnt 
the a very open-hearted natural girl, a little wild 
or fo ?—Had'nt ſhe turned off her late miſtreſs on 
his account? and did'nt that look as if ſhe had a 
liking for him ?”—Theſe were leading queſtions, 
which Henry did not always chuſe to follow with- 


out ſwerving. With a great reſpect for truth, he 


had ſomething more than reſpe& for the perſon 
he was to addreſs it to, and though he ſcorned to 
ſay what was directly falſe, he did not altogether 
Iike to ſay what was ſtrictly true. A little equivo- 
cation, but as little as his delicacy could diſpenſe 
with, he certainly made free with upon theſe oc- 
cafions ; and if Iſabella did not give him perfect 
credit for fincerity in all particulars, it was becauſe 


me was as thoroughly informed of facts, as Suſan's 


full confeſſion, honeſtly avowed, could make her: 
the was not however ſo mere a novice in the world 
as not to comprehend that there are ſubjects, on 
which men of delicacy will not be perfectly cxpli- 
cit ; but on the point of reputation Iſabella was a 
forward to believe, as he was firm in aſſerting, the 
perfect innocence of Suſan's conduct; pure in her 
own nature, ſhe was too candid in her judgment 
of others to ſuſpect that want of chaſtity was impli- 
ed in freedom of behaviour. 

In their converſations about Lady Crowbery, 
their hearts and tongues completely coincided in 
bearing teſtimony to the lovelineſs of her nature, 
and in lamenting her unhappy lot. I ſhould not 
wonder,” ſaid Iſabella, “ if that croſs ugly. crea 
ture was to ſcold and ſcandalize my poor c 
for what he ſaw in the plantation walk, when her 
denevolent heart overflowed with tenderneſs and 
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pity for you, ſo that ſhe could ſcarce ſupport her- 
ſelf from ſinking to the ground; his bard nature 
is not capable of underſtanding, and allowing for 
the ſoft emotions of a ſoul like her's. I know what 
ſhe felt on your account, becauſe I have heard her 
talk ſo warmly in your praiſe, and how Mr, Rat- 
cliffe loved and admired you; and then ſhe would 
bewail his loſs, and the misfortunes which it 
brought on you; I know alſo the impreſſion that 
Lord Crowbery's behaviour made on her, and how 
ſhe execrated that horrid Blachford, whom Pro- 
vidence has now chaſtiſed ; and I don't doubt but 
ſhe foreſaw ſome wicked plot would be concerted 
againſt you, as in fact it was: all thefe terrors were 
in her mind when ſhe was ſo affected as to fall up- 
on your neck, and vent herſelf in tears; and who 
can wonder at it ? What is ſo touching as the fight 
of innocence diſtreſſed and perſecuted ? How 
could a heart ſo ſoft and ſenſitive as her's reflect 
on all that you had ſuffered, all that you was ftill 
expoſed to, and not melt with ſympathy ? Was 
ever act ſo noble, generous, and humane, reward- 
ed with fuch baſe, malicious, and unjuſt oppreſſi- 
on? For my part I cannot conceive how any one 
of common feelings can hear the ſtory and be un- 
moved: I'm not aſhamed to ſay my tears kept 
pace with her's on the occaſion; yet I was not 
informed of all particulars, as ſhe was; neither 
was I, like her, the friend of Mr. Ratcliffe ; I had 
not ſeen you, but as you paſſed into the houſe of 
Mr. Cawdle; ſhe bad both ſeen you and diſcourſ- 
ed with you, and heard thoſe worthy creatures at 
the cottage, in their natural manner, relate a thou- 
ſand circumſtances, which your modeſty would not 
ipeak of. Heavens] muſt we be hypocrites be- 
cauſe we are women! withhold our love for virtue 


in the dread of ſlander, and not beſtow our praiſe 
and 
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and admiration where they are ſo juſtly due] That 
would be hard indeed! But when we fee a cha- 
racter like this accuſed, inſulted, puniſhed, treat- 
ed like a malefaftor and a murderer, all mouths 
open, all hearts ſhut againſt him, without a friend, 
or houſe, or food, but what one poor widow and 
her charitable cruiſe ſupplied, what heart can ſtand 
it? and he muſt be a monſter that can doubt m 
couſin's purity, becauſe her arms encircled what 
© her heart pitied and approved.” 

Here Ifabella pauſed : Henry was filent ; it was 
a ſubject he would not venture to commit himſelf 
upon; his too great ſenſibility to amother's praiſes 
might excite ſuſpicion ; Iſabella reſumed her diſ- 
courſe “ To be ſure, if people will decide from 


appearances only, the moſt innocent actions may 

be conſtrued into guilt, and, as I take Lord Crow- 

bery to be one of thoſe people, I am fadly afraid 
er 


my poor couſin may ſuffer wrongfully by his haſty. 
temper ; not that he can ſeriouſly and from his- 


heart ſuſpect a woman of her eſtabliſhed charac- 


ter; but he may pretend to do it for the malicious 
pleaſure of tor menting her; for I am ſorry to ſay, 
I think him capable of being very cruel, nay L 
am ſure he is, having been a painful witneſs 
of very harſh treatment on his part; in ſhort, he 
is a bad huſband, and nothing ſurpriſes me more, 
than that a perſon of her taſte and intuition ſhould 


have been deceived by ſuch a character; and that 


with youth, beauty, great fortune, and good ſenſe, 
| ſhe ſhould be induced to marry a man neither ſuit- 
able to her in age, manners, principle, or perſon z. 
nay, I rather wonder ſhe ſhould marry at all, at 
leaſt whilſt her father was alive, for ſhe was then 
exactly in the ſituat ion I am now, the only ſolace 
of a widowed parent; and ſure it is a daughter's 


duty (Heaven knows I feel it ſuch) never to quit 
that 
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that poſt till vature's debt is paid by one or other 


of the parties. 


As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, they had approached 
the gate that opened to the garden from the park 
Henry advanced towards it, but, ſtopping ſhort, 
he turned, and with an anxious look aſked if what 
ſhe had now delivered was her determined pur- 
poſe and opinion.—*® Aſſuredly it is” the faid; 
« for what have I to think of, bleſt with ſuch a 
father, but to pleaſe and ſtudy him ? Can I fulfil 
two duties at a time? Never will I devote leſs 
than my whole heart to him; how then can I di- 
vide it with another ? No, no, that is impoſſible : 
whilſt he has life and health I ſhall be happy in 
my preſent ſtate; if Heaven ſhould- ſnatch that 
blefling from me, I ſhall have full employment 
for the ſhort remainder of my wretched days in 
mourning and lamenting him.” 

The tears were ſtarting from her eyes ; ſympa- 
thy, or ſome other impulſe, ſtrack the heart of 
Henry: he ſupported himſelf againſt the gate, 
trembling and pale, as if ſome ſudden faintneſs 
had come over him : it was a tranſient attack; a 
few moments ſufficed to recal bis recollection; 
when, half fighing, half ſmothering a figh, he 
thus began in gentle terms to controvert what ſhe / 
had faid—* Your fertiments, Miſs Manſtock, are 
too amiable not to be admired, but ſuffer me 
to ſay, too melancholy to be admitted without 
ſome reſerve: Daughters have ſacrificed . their 
youth and beauty to the pious offices which you 
deſcribe; but it has been to parents helpleſs and 
diftreſt, to age, to poverty, or to — which 
otherwite had wanted thoſe kind ſervices that they 
beſtowed: the Grecian Daughter was a heroine 
that ſtands, as you well know, recorded to all apes 
for her filial piety ; ſhe fed her father in a priſon, 

but, 
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but, take notice, he had elſe been famiſhed ; re. 
member too, that daughter was herſelf a mother; 
and, let me not offend your delicacy if I preſume 
to ſay, that in a heart like your's, filial affection 
may poſſeſs its place, and yet make room for con- 
nubial love, without reſtricting either. To 

the caſe, that any man is likely to be found, who 


may deſerve your love, is more for argument than 


fact; I know of no ſuch man, nor am inclined to 


think our ſex can boaſt of one, who merits ſuch 


diſtinguiſhed happineſs; but grant there was, could 
he defire to divert you from the exerciſe of thoſe 
attentions, which muſt at once endear your cha- 
racter to him, and by his ſharing. them might re- 
commend. his character to you? Think for a mo- 
ment what his gratitude muſt be to the author and 
beſtower of all his earthly happineſs; by. heavens! 
T think his reverence and devotion. to your father 
muſt be ſuch, as hardly to be exceeded by your 
own; how then, by adding his attentions, could 


the ſum of them be leſs? When age and infirmity 


ſhall call for ſupport, might not his manly ftrength, 
activity, and courage conſpire to uphold that ve- 
nerable parent, which your ſoft ſenſibility and 
gentle pity would be employed to ſooth? This, 
you muſt own, would be to double rather than 
divide your grateful taſk, But when you ſpeak of 
dedicating your ſurviving days to ſorrow, I muſt 
hope you ſpeak but as you apprehend, and not as 
you would act. I know, alas! the agonizing loſs 
of one, that was to me a father, a voluntary fa- 
ther; and, methinks, that is an obligation on wy 

beyond what Nature can impoſe; a duty more 
impreſſive than the neareſt ties of blood can de- 
volve upon a ſon: that father is dead, and his 
death plunged me not only. in affliftion but in ad- 
verlity ; ſtill I have a poſt to keep, a. 
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neſert it: one man, at leaft, ſnatched from de- 


ſtruction, has ſome cauſe to ſay I have net lived 
in vain; but you, beloved, admired, adored, you 


ſhould well reflect, before you give yourſelf to 
ſuch fad thoughts, how many you make ſad there- 
by; for, be aſſured, ſhould you fink under afflic- 
tion, you would not fink alone.” | 
Nature hath given to ſome a tone, a manner 
an expreſſion, that makes language but a ſecond- 
ary vehicle for what paſſes in their mind: this 
endowment Henry poſſeſſed in a moſt ſtriking 
degree; his heart was in his features, voice, and 
action. Iſabella needed no interpreter to under- 
ſtand his feelings in their full extent: how to re- 
call a reſolution vouched ſo ſolemnly ſhe knew 
not, yet ſomething ſhe wiſhed to ſay or do to 
mitigate it. | 4 
By one of thoſe unpremeditated movements, 
which Nature ſometimes betrays us into before our 
rception' can correct it, her hand was preſſed 


y his: which was the aggreſſor in their meeting 
neither party knew; the one therefore could not 


reprove the other, yet both were awakened to 
reflection at the ſame moment, both ſympathized 
in the ſame effect, and both were overſpread with 
bluſhes. There was a thrilling nerve that ran to 


Iſabella's heart, through which her ſenſibility con- 


veyed a voice that whiſpered to her She had 
ſaid too much: a ſecond notice intimated to her 
—« "That 'twas no crime to love:”—a third, and 
that was followed by a throng of ſoft infinuating 
ideas, ſuggeſted to her pity a regret, that one fo 
brave, ſo young, ſo generous, ſo engaging, ſhould 
languiſh in deſpair, and deprecate her ſtern 

in vain.— He'll die,” theſe tempters ſaid, « if 
this your cruel reſolution ſhould take place: why 
tell him he muſt never hope ? *twould be but cha- 
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rity to leave him that deluſion for his temporary 
comfort.” — To all theſe arguments her heart in 

entleneſs accorded, and as language was not need. 

I, and probably not preſent for the purpoſe, in 
that inſtant he felt, or fancied that he felt, a gen- 
tle trembling preſſure of his hand by her's: a bluſh 
of ſenſibility glowed on his cheeks: it was health 
to his ſick hope, light to his dark deſpair, oil to 
that dying ſpark, which reaſ#n ſcarce permitted 
to languiſh in his deſponding boſom : ſtill he re. 
preſſed all rapture; tenderly, but yet reſpectfully, 
he ſtooped his lips upon her hand You are all 
excellence,” he cried ; * tis fo I ſhould expect the 
friend of my protectrefs, and the daughter of the 
beſt of men, to conſole the mourner : I have been 
witneſs to your filial love and piety, Heaven aq 
I never may be witnefs to your ſorrows ; for Hea- 
ven can teſtify how gladly I would meet my death 
to reſcue and preſerve that ſacred life, ſo dear to 
you, and keep affliftion from the tendereſt heart 
that ever animated the moſt lovely form,” 


CAPTER VIII. 
He is the true Hero, that can conquer himſelf. 


HE next morning brought Doctor Zachary 
Cawdle to Manſtock Houſe. No ſooger 

did the figure of old Beſs, ſhuffling under the. 
non-eclaſtic load of her rider in the cinnamon fot, 
croſs the optics of our hero, then upon a ſolitary 
ramble in the park, than he ran to the encounter. 
A What news,” cried he, „my worthy maſterF 


* Ill news,” quoth the rider in cinnamon,“ 5 
tho 
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thoſe who are fick, when E am diſmiſſed: that 


pettyfogging peer has put me out of his houſe, 


when the ſituation of his lady ſhould have kept 
me in it. No matter for that,” eagerly re- 
ſumed the other; © tell me how that lady is. 


« How ſhould ſhe be,” again quoth Zachary, 


« when I am not allowed to come near her? And 


do you ſay no matter for that? Marry, but there 
is a great deal of matter, and matter of a very- 


ugly nature, and a very rapid pulſe, let me tell 
you; and | ſhould think no man, who has ever 


been within the ſound of my peſtle, would have ' 


the hardineſs to ſay, no matter for that.” 
% Pardon me, my good Doctor,“ replied Hen- 
ry; * mine were the words of impatience, not of 


cantempt : I am very ſeriouſly alarmed for Lady 


Crowbery.“ . Enough ſaid,” the Doctor; 


_— 


e *tis natural you ſhould be alarmed for one ſo 


near to you, and your impatience is excuſable. 
As we have here no liſteners within reach of us, 


I ſhall let you know that I am made privy to what 
has paſſed between you and your mother, and that 
dear you the bleſſing of that beſt of ladies; ſhe 
is indeed a faint, a ſuffering faint and martyr to 
the mereſt perſecutor in creation.” — The filial 
heart of Henry ſwelled with indignation, his eyes 
ſparkled, and his cheeks fluſhed, as he broke forth 


into vehement denunciations againſt Lord Crow- - 


bery, and it was with ſome difficulty Zachary could 
preach him into patience; the ſtorm, however, 
ſubſided by degrees; and when Zachary told him, 
that he came over at his mother's deſire,” to con- 
ſult with Sir Roger Manſtock, he became perfectly 
calm, and declared that he would reſign himſelf 
to what that worthy perſon ſhould adviſe: at the 
ſame time he ſaid, that he could not but lament 
the peculiarity of his fituation, which inveſted him 
with 
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with a character, that he was not permitted to 
avow ; and as the relation in which he ſtood with 
regard to Fady Crowbery was not known to Sir 
Roger Manſtock, he could not expect, that any 
fuch part would be aſſigned to bim in that lady's 

vindication, as his intereſt in her wrongs would 
otherwiſe intitle him to demand. The reſult of 
the conference, however, was an appeal to Sir 
Roper in the firſt place, and fer this purpoſe 
Zachary proceeded onwards towards the houſe, 
whilſt our hero ſtruck into the grove adjoining, 
which, by a more circuitous path, led te the WP 
point. 

Upon entering this ſcene of meditation and re- 
tirement, Henry found himſelf unexpectedly en- 
countered by a fair nymph, whom fortune ſeemed: 
to ſeize every occaſion of throwing- in his way, 
when ſolitude and ſecrecy confpired to put his 
virtue to the teſt. Suſan May was on her return 
from the village, where ſhe had been to welcome- 
her mother to her new habitation, which ſhe had. 
that morning taken poſſeſſion of, Though certain- 
events had now parted theſe friends into ſeparate 
ſpheres of life, Henry accoſted her in the ſame 
ſtile and manner as when they lived together upon 
the level; their converſation began by her re- 
counting the kindneſſes of Miſs Manſtoek to her 
mother, and the comforts ſhe had provided for 
that good woman in her new abode: Ezekiel Daw 
had ſtaid behind to attend the calls of Juſtice 
Blachford, who, in his lucid intervals, (if fuck 
they might be termed) was vifited by certain fits 
of terror and compunction, which made the ſpi- 
ritual aſſiſtance of that pious creature not unwel- 
come to him, and it is needleſs to remark, that 
from duties like this Ezekiel was, by no intereſt 
or allurement, to be detached, 


Henry . 
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Henry's mind was, juſt now, too mach occu- 
pied to be in the beit of all poſſible diſpoſitions 
for the preſent meeting, but it was not in his na- 
ture to give pain to a fond heart like Suſan's; he 
made no effort, therefore, to divert the converſa- 
tion from thoſe intereſting points, to which ſhe 
wiſhed to lead it. Few girls of Suſan's ſort had 
greater quickneſs of intuition; and as love is, in 
ſome caſes, a mighty ſharpener of the eye-light, 
ſhe had taken her obſervations pretty accurately 
as to the effect of Iſabella's bright eyes upon the 
heart of Henry, and being fully ſatisſied ſhe had 
no chance againſt fuch a rival, ſhe good-naturedly 
| reſolved to do him all the ſervices in her power 
with that young lady, and though ſhe had little 
comfort to adminiſter to him at preſent, yet ſhe 
diſcerned enough to warrant her in talking en the 
ſubject, and reporting ſuch ,particulars as might 
ſerve, at leaſt, to keep the ſpark of hope alive; 
when Henry, therefore, aſked her if ſhe was happy 
in her ſervice, ſhe anſwered, that her young lady 
was an angel for goodneſs, and if ſhe herſelf was 
not as happy as ſhe might be, it was only becauſe 
ſhe was not altogether ſo wiſe as ſhe ought to be; 
but time, the obſerved, would cure her of thoſe 
follies which had taken ſuch poſſeſſion of her 
« A kind word however,” added ſhe, « now and 
then beſtowed upon me, when ſuperior objects 
do not engroſs your attention, will be a 
way of aſſuring me, that I am not entirely out of 
your thoughts; more than this I do not. ex 
but without this I ſhould indeed be wretched.” 

Henry conſoled her with. the moſt ſoothing aſ- 
ſurances, and he accompanied them with certain 
tender looks and actions, which carry more per- 
ſuaſion with them, than the ftrongeſt profeflions 
can convey without them, Turning to him with 

8 A atmile 
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a ſmile— Ah!] my dear friend !” ſhe cried, 4 
there is a certain lady of mine, not far off, 
who will give you the heart-ache before long, and 
then you will know what it is that we poor love. 
fick mortals ſuffer; theſe evening walks of your's, 
with that captivating fair one, will lead you into a 
maze that will puzzle you to eſcape from, unleſs 
I give you a clue to guide you out of it. We wo- 
men of the chamber have many opportunities of 
diving into the ſecrets of our miſtrefſes, eſpecially 
of ſuch as, like my lady, are all nature and fince. 
rity. I muſt tell you then, in one word, that 
there is a terrible reſolution gone out againſt all- 
mankind at once, never to marry; ſhe has made 
2 vow to devote herfelf to her father; ſhe has not 
the moſt diſtant idea of falling in love; and has 
deen very curious in her enquires how it came to 
paſs that I ſuffered myſelf to be ſurpriſed into ſo 
extraordinary a weakneſs, I laid it all upen Na- 
ture and a tender heart: this ſhe did not admit; 
for ſhe contended that her heart was as tender, 
and her nature as compaſſionate as another's ; that 
the could pity the unfortunate, admire the brave, 
and applaud the deſerving; but to ſigh, and pine, 
and languiſh, as ſhe conceived I did, was what ſhe 
had no conception of. Love to our parents, and 
will to the reſt of the world, ſhe thought 
was all that any one heart could fairly entertain, 
and as much as in reaſon it ought to undertake 
for. At this I ſmiled, and took the freedom to 
tell her, (for ſhe is the moſt frank and affable 
creature living) that, according to the old faying, 
it was every body's fate to fall in love once in their 
lies; and if that was true, my deſtiny was paſt, 
and her's was to come: as for myſelf, I owned I 
was juſtly puniſhed for preſuming to think of one 
ſo infinitely my ſuperior in all reſpects; but _ 
| 7 
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body could prevent their fate; and I doubted if 
many. were to be found, who could be indifferent 
to an object ſo deſerving.” _ To 

« There you ſpoke too humbly of yourlelf,” 
ſaid Henry, * and too partially of your friend. 
« My young lady did not ſeem to think ſo,” re- 
plied Suſan; © and, if I have any gueſs at her 
heart, you have more intereſt there than ſhe is 
aware of.” Here they found themſelves at the 
extremity of the grove, and within fight of the 
houſe. —*« Adieu !” cried Suſan, .I muſt not be 
ſeen with you :—Perſift courageouſly, and you will 
conquer: my life upon it, Miſs Manſtock has a 
heart diſpoſed to you and love.. Has the ſo?” 
cried Henry, and ſuddenly ſtopt ſhort, whilſt Sulan 
quickened her pace, and left him to his reflections. 
*“ Has the a heart for me and love, he repeat- 
ed; * and ſhall that flattery tempt me to perſiſt ? 
"Tis fatal flattery, and I will not purſue it. Grant 
it were truth; grant that I could ſucceed to gain 
an intereſt in her heart, to ſhake her reſolutions, 
and detach her from the duteous purpoſes to which 
ſhe has devoted herſelf; can I reconcile ſuch con- 


duct to the principles of honour, and the grati- 
tude I owe to her father, the uncle of my mother? 


What preſumption would-it be in me to conceive, 
that I can be acceptable to Sir Roger Manſtock, 
as a pretender to his daughter! Tis impoffible 
Circumſtanced as I am, it is againſt all reaſon to 
ſuppoſe he could admit of my addreſſes. What 


then am doing? Gratifying a propenſity that will 


be my ruin; liſtening. to advice, that, whilſt it 
flatters my vanity, conſpires to blind my reaſon, 
and betray my honour, I will not perſiſt; no, 


Suſan, though I were ſure to conquer, as you call 
it, I will not follow your ſeducing council; I will 
Lop whillt it is yet in my power; I will tear my- 


ſelf 
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ſelf away from the ſnares, which every momght 
of delay will draw cloſer about me, and eſcape, 
whilſt I have ſtrength and reſolution for the effort. 
If ever that day comes, when Sir Roger Manſtock 
ſhall know me as the couſin of Iſabella, and F 
this tumult at my heart ſhall be quieted by time 
and abſence, he may then once more” receive me, 
as one attached to him by gratitude and conſan- 
guinity, and permit me to pay to him the devotion 
of a ſon, and to his beloved Iſabella the attentions 
of a brother: this will be ſomething ſill: it will 
be tender friendſhip, it will be love, that firikes 
no ſting into the conſcience; it may aſſuage her 
ſorrows when ſhe will want a comforter, and en- 
able her to ſay, when her father's eyes ſhall cloſe 
I have fulfilled my promiſe, I have perſiſted in 
my reſolution, and devoted my whole heart to the 
pious duties of a daughter.'*—By heavens! w 
t, *tis noble! Shall I rob her of this triumph? 
will go this inſtant, and prepare for my depar., 
ture.” : 


CHAPTER IX. 


I now becomes doubtful, if a certain Hero is any Hera 
at all * : 


AVING thus decided betwixt love and ho- 
nour, our hero, firm in his gallant purpoſe, 
marched triumphantly to the houſe ; here, on the 
very threſhold of the hall, he was met by. the 
lovely object who had occaſioned all his ſtruggles 
— l. been ſeeking you,” the ſaid, « all over 
the houſe : I am terribly afraid there is fome 


— 
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( news of my dear Lady Crowbery, for her Doctor 
is claſetted with my father, and I dare not inter. 
rupt them. They bave been calling for you in the 
library, and I am ſure you will put me out of ſuſ- 
penſe, as ſoon as you can learn what it is that has 
happened.“. Certainly,” replied Heury; but 
I believe I have heard the whole: Lady Crowbery 
is indiſpofed, but I hope not dangerouſly; if I 
hear any thing more, you ſhall be informed of it. 
— This faid, he paſſed. on to the library, where * 
Zachary and the worthy Baronet were in cloſe 
confabulation : at their defire he ſeated himſelf 
between them —* Henry,” {faid Sir Roger Man- 
ſtock) © I have juſt now received a very unpleaſant ._ 
account, from this gentleman, which makes it ne- 
ceſſary for me to pay a viſit to-my-niece at Crow- 
bery caſtle, without. delay. I am afraid there is 
too much cauſe to apprehend. a ſpeedy decline; 
and as my Lord is not diſpoſed to avail himſelf of 
this worthy gentleman's {kill and experience, it 
behoves me very ſeriouſly to urge him to ſome. 
other meaſures for her relief, with all theexpedi- 
tion that her caſe demands. If this were all Thad 
to do, I ſhould not ſuppoſe that any difference” 
could ariſe between my Lord and me; but I ſuſ- 
pect there will be fame points of a more difficult 
nature to diſcuſs, in which we cannot -poſlibly 
agree, ſo long as he perſiſts to avow certain jealou- 
ſies and ſuſpicions of his lady, my niece, which I 
hold to be highly injurious, and totally without 
foundation: in this part of th bufineſs, Henry, 
it happens that you are involved; and though 1 
want no proteſtations on your part to ſatisfy my 
mind in the matter, yet if Lord Crowbery either 
cannot, or will not, be brought to reaſon upon 
0 any other terms, than your conſenting to put you 
; oy, at * diftance than where you now are, 
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n 
Lam free to fay, it is 2 requiſition, however un- 
"reaſonable, to which I ſhould be difpoſed to facri> 


fice the chjoyments I derive from your ſociety, 


rather than to leave him any. pretence for the 


complaints, which, I underſtand, he makes of 1 


me, 2nd the. very harſh treatment, which, I am 
gieved'to hear, he practiſes againſt my niece.” 
Henry now heard the very meaſure propoſed, 
that he was pre-determingd to adopt; his anſwer 
therefore was ready, and his acquiefcence unquz- 
Hfied.—"""1 ſhall be gone, Sir,“ he cried, < before 
bis lordſhip can repeat his murmurs againſt -you 


for Nn a gueſt ſo obnoxious to Eis repoſe: 


as for the ſuſpicions he annexes to my ſtay in his 
neighbourhood, I will not ſo degrade the evidence 

of truth and innocence, as to honour thoſe ſulpl- 

cions with a diſcuſſion ; they are the forgeries of 
his own malicious imagination, fabricated with the 
baſe. deſign of giving ſome colour of excuſe tor 
that of temper, which it is natural to him 
40. 1 and of which, it ſeems (juſt Hee 
ven "requite him for his cruelty!) your injured 
niece, and my ever honoured benefactreſs, is to 
be the victim. For her ſake I am not only ready 
to forego the comforts, the delights of abiding 
here under your protection, but to remoye mie 


to any diſtance, far as ſea and land can carry me, 


if ſo xtquired, beyond the reach of his pretend 

jealoufy. - But let him bave a care how he dos 
more than brood in ſecret on his ſuſpicions ; let him 
confine bis murmurs within the dark recefles & 
his own. gloomy breaſt ; let him take heed how he 
circulates them beyond the walls of that caſtle, in 
which he keeps innocence immured; for if 4 
word of his ſhall reach my ears, by which he #- 
taches my name to an imputation, that my nature 


a 


rinks fram with horror unuucrable, the cauſe f 
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then my own, and I will bring him 46Þ fd a. * 


reckoning, as ſhall either filence his c calumny, or 
ſtifle my reſentment, for ever,” 

As the yonthful hero of this tory thus delivered 
himſelf, his eyes gliſtened, and the ſpot of 
glowed upon his check. Sir gr; 1 noted 
emotion, and was enraptured, not 6 
templation of his countenance, than by the energy 
of his ſentiments : fo charmed was he with what 
he ſaw and heard, that his heart ſmote him 
compunction for having ſignif iGed to him a kind E 
warning from his tae Rake * Gracious Heaven? 
he cried, turning to Zachary, and ſtriking his 
hands together, {as was cuſtomary with him when 
ſurpriſed with any ſudden ought) «am to 
ſacrifice the detight of cheriſhing a ſpirit like | 
in compliment to the caprice of a domeſtic tyrant? 


What ftore of vittues do I Ing te - 
in the 'boſom of this gallant a ſhalt 


loſe the pride of Coſtes og th that —_y IT is too 
much: Henry, riollc tellow, we'll ſet this 
paltry Peer at nou ought; I neyer can conſent to part 
from you.” | 
Age had not deadened the ſenſibility of this ' 
venerable old man; bie was greatly moved, his 
voice ſhook, and he claſped the hand of Henry in 
his. Zachary, who had much of the milk; on 
rather the butter, of, human neſs in his come 
polition,, melted like. a thaw; taking out his 
handkerchief, without any fineſſe, ; 
upon his olfatory organ little lefs ſonorons, and 
not more muſical, * com- horn of Joe Jen- 
kins. Our hero t was ſhaken, but not 
overthrown; his conragęe reeled, but it 4id not 8 
back from the poſt he had taken, and be main. 


tained his reſolution of dent by Ss Roger's fir firſt 
propoſal, which he aſſerted * 


* ” 


rr | 
- accounts than one; at the ſame. time he expreſſed 
a hope, that he might be allowed 'to accompany 
him to thecaftle, where he thought he had a right 
do appear, as the party accuſed; and obſervitg 
 withal, it was poſſible” that Sir Roger, in confer- 
enct with a perſon of Lord Crowbery's brutal na- 


ture, and alone, might not be treated with all the 4 


reſpect due to his perſon and character. N 

This propoſal did not ſuit the ſpirit of Sir Ro- 
ger, neither was it a thipg praclicahle or adviſe- 
able; ſo that he put a peremptory negative upon 
it at once, adding, in a tone of voice ſomewhat 
above his uſual key, that if an affront was offered 
to himſelf or family, though he was too old for 
Haſty meaſures, he was not yet paſt the age for 
manly reſentment, He now ordered four -horſes 
to be put to his chaiſe with all haſte, and deſired 
Henry to inform Miſs Manſtock, that he was fim- 


ply going to pay a viſit to Lady Crowbery, 'anfl | 


return to dinner, © Wart 
Charged with this commiſſion, Henry returned 
to the hall, where the lovely Iſabella was ſtill wait⸗ 


. - Ing, and made his report. She expreſſed herfelf 


much alarmed by the tidings, not only 'on Lady 
Crowbery's account, who, ſhe feared, was in 3 
very dangerous way, but on her father's alſo; the 


declared there was nothing ſhe more dreaded than 
His interview with Lord Crowbery ; his viſits there 


were at all times unpleaſant, but much more ſo on 
che preſent occaſion, when, ſhe was fure that cru 


man would fly aut into ſome violence, and, pet- 


haps, ſay or do ſomething ſo very galling to her 


KAther's ſpirit, as might draw him into a ſcrious 


quarrel; and what then would become of her! 
che mere poſſibility of it was terrifying in the 
extreme. Oh! this odious viſit, ſhe .cried, 
% would it were well over! I cannot think 'of 
Without trembling.“ f nne 
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T6 theſe tremors and apprehenſions Henry ab 4 


plied all the comfort his kind conſideration for ſuch 


feelings. could ſuggeſt : He promiſed her 


he would take a horſe, and ridejover to Crowbery, 


on the pretence of viſiting his friend Ezekiel, hut, | 


in fact, to be at hand for any ſerviee thaFoccalion; 


might require; he begged her to reſt aſſured tha 
no attention ſhould be neglected by him Where 42 


life. ſo valuable to her, to himſelf, and tothe world 
at large, vas concerned; but as for any danger” 
perſonally, affecting her father, from the brutal 


manners of that daſtardly Peer, he held that in 
ſovereign diſregard; he had ſeen enough of m - - 
Lord to know how far his inſolence conld-gey and 
where it would ſtop . He would fain;” add 


he, 4 have practiſed it upon me, when he confi» 


dered me as a-wretched helpleſs worm, that he 


might lafely tread upon; but no ſooner did he fee- 
that worm could turn upon him, than he ſhrunk 
back like 2 coward as he is, and in ſpite of all his 
pride and haughtineſa, lowered his high tone at 


the rebuke of a poor friendleſs being, whom he 3 | 


expected to have cruſhed with a word. 
This conſolation ſo effectually cheered the filial - 

heart of the grateful Iſabella, that ſhe re · aſſumed 

her ſpirits, and with a ſmile, that gave animation 


to a thouſand charms, expreſſed her thanks with 
ſo captivating a grace, that if "Henry's heart, a- 


ſailed by ſo many intereſting ſenſations at once, 
was juſt then in no humour to fulfil its ſelf-deny- 
ing reſolut ion, ſome excuſe may be fairly offered 


for his tranſient infirmity, of purpdſe. Il not 


leave fight of the chaiſe,” he faid, & either going 


or returning. If Sir Roger Manſtock does nor 


approve of my accompanying him to his interview. 
with Lord Crowbery, nothing ſhall prevent my. 
being watchful of the ye of it, and attending, 


upon 


% 


- 
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— faid Habellaz * and I know your gal- 
lant ſpirit is ſuch, that every thing it protects muſt 
be ſafe ; I will therefore difmiſs my ftars on m 
"father's account; — then tendering him ker hand 
with a look of modeft ſweetneſs and benignity- 


Fare vou well, the cried, * ſhall think them 
vy hours till you both return; but Þ hope we 


l have a cheerfut meeting at dinner time, and 
a pleaſant walk in the evening. With theſe kind 
words diſmiſſed, he was going, when ſhe: called 
him back, dying, One word more defore/we 
part: I inſiſt upon your not taking that 
animal you rode yeſterday; and if you will de we 
= particular favour, you will exerciſe my mare ſor 
me. I ſhall be in continual terror,” repli 
„ «leſt any accident ſhould befal her. 
judge then,” rejoined ſhe, '*« of me by yourſelf, 
and let your fears, that have ſuch a trifle for their 
object, give place to mino, that have ſo much ut 
riſque.” 

2 Where am I?” faid Henry within bina(al, 
. What is become of the reſolution I had taken 
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genen, of flling in l 
R Roper Manſtock had no ſooner ſet our; 4 at- 


when Zachary Cawdle ſummoned old Betty to the 


door, and at that inſtant recollected ane ce” 


ended by Henry on Habella's favourite mare, 
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he had in charge from Lady Crowbery, to deliver. 
to her ſon: I at himſelf. for has forgetfulneſs, : 
he ſaw no better way of redeemirig his neglect, - 
than by putting it into Miſs Manſtock's hands, re- . 
queſting her to give it to Henry on his return; he 
then took his leave, and departed, havinga patient - 
or two to viſit by the way. 3; $5 1 
Iſabella retired to her chamber; the took-up 4 
book, opened it at random, run her eye overrwo 
or three pages, and threw it aſide ; ſhe was not in 
the humour for reading. Suſan was diſpatched  - 
for ber work. bag; ſhe rummaged it for ſomething 
to employ herſelf upon; nothing ſuited her fancy, 4 
though ſeveral things preſented themſelves to her 
choice; the bag fared no better than the bapks ma 
both were diſcarded. ö I 
Lam juſt now,” ſaid ſhe to Suſan, © in that 
ſort of humour, when one can fix to nothing, arid 
yet I want ſomething to occupy me. e then 
K began to examine the little packet {he had in charge 
. for Henry; the could perceive that it contained a 
| ring; it puzzled her to divine what Lady Crow- [ 
bery could intend by ſuch a preſent: the put M = 
into her purſe, and for ſoine minutes ſat filenrand - i 
thoughtful; then directing her eyes to Suſan, who. - 
was employing. herſelf in ſome arrengements of 
the toilet, „ am convinced,” the cried, © (hat q 
Henry has an excellent heart. I begin to "think; mn 
Suſan, that though it is a very fooliſh thing to fall” 
in love, and every girl's duty io guard *henNelf 
againſt ſuch idle notions, yet in your caſe, I canfup- © - 


+ 
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poſe, it was hardly to be avoided, where you had 1 

lo many opportunities of knowing the good quali- n_ 
ties of that engaging young man: it is nt every | 
- body can be content only to admire and approve - 
a perſon-and character like his. I hope,  Ma- : i 

dam,” replied Suſan, «you will not think the * 
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worſe of me for * that my heart is- capable 
of love.“ | 
The conference was now fairly opened; by Sus | 
ſan,- with a deſign to probe the heart of ber fair 
miſtreſs ; by Ifabella, innocently, incautiouſly, and 
with no ether motive, but for the preſent relief df 
certain new and hitherto unexperienced ſenſations, 
of which ſhe nehher knew the real nature or ex- 
tent. 
To Suſan's "EY appeal above recited, ſhe can- 
didly replied—*« No, no, I don't altogether con- 
 . demn you for being capable of love, but I am 
afraid you have beſtowed your love upon one, who 
is not ſuſceptible of the like paſſion : Itake Henry 
to have à mind n liking 
any woman, but as a friend“ 
„ To the weakneſs of liking me in any other 
light,” Suſan modeſtly replied, * be is certainly 
ſaperior ; I know. the little ſervices J did him in 
his diftreſs are rated by him above their value, for 
he has a grateful and a feeling heart; too generous 
to treat me with unkindneſs, too ſincere to deceive 
me with falſe pretences; for what am J, to aſpire 
to a perſon of, Mr. Heory's fort, conſcious as Lam 
that be is of high birth, with ſuch talents,: ſo at- 
compliſhed, and with ſo fine a; perſon.” —* He 
has indeed a very fine perſon,” repeated Iſabella. 
Il have never ſeen his like,” reſumed the other. 
But you yourſelf are very handſome, ſaid the 
lady, ſurveying her with a gracious ſmiſe.— l 
handſome ! ſaid the damſel, affecting a ſurpriſe 
at a compliment, -which had been repeated 0 het 
a thouſand times; © ſurely, Madam, you are 
laughing at me; ſuch a clowniſh girl as I am can 
have no charms for Mr. Henry.” ( Didn't I tell 
vou, ſaid Iſabella, © he had no heart for love = 


elt would be happy for him if he bad not, 
3 Salla 
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Suſan anſwered ʒ 46 for I am afraid his love is ikely 

to produce nothing but ſorrow and diſappoint» _ = 
ments AT 256 <tr ntY | 1 
Iſabella eagerly demanded what ſhe meant _ = 
« Pardon me,” "replied Suſan, I muſt not _ex- - 1 
plain myſelf; neither ſhould I have vetitured to 0 

lay a word on the ſubject, if Icould have conceived, - 

what was ſo plain to be ſeen could have elcaped - 

your notice. I am ſure he would de very angry © \ 
with me, was he to know that I preſumed to hold 1 

ſuch diſcourſe with you, Madam; but I ſhould; 

indeed have thought, that of all living you 

would have been the laſt to doubt if he had à heart 

for love. Alas | he only loves too well for bis f- 

ture pzace and quiet, and, I fear, he will hve to Ts. 

rue the day that eyer he came within the walls of 

Manſteck-Houſe.”'. - - - 555 = 42 
Heaven in its merey forbid l“ cried Ifabells, - - 

that any thing ſhould befal him in this honſe, 1 

that might cauſe him to regret the coming into it! 

Lam ſure, it I am innocently the occaſion of it, 

ſooner than be the means of bringing him into mi- JF 
ſery and misfortune, I would; I would — Here ñ 
ſhe faultered, not daring to complete the ſentence a 

as her feelings dictated it. The intelligent waiting- 


rere 
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e woman well underſtood her embarrafiment, and 9 
x. prompted her to a conclufion, which, at the fame 0 

* time, ſhe knew was far ſhort of her meaning, — _ 
e « You would pity him,” ſhe ſaid . From my 

I foul,”. cried the lovely Iſabella, with au agitated 


air and accent; i would run away and hide my- _ 

ſelf, if I thought what you allude to was the caſe, 1 

and that my preſence gave him pain. — That 4 

can more properly be done on his part,” ſaid 8 u- 

ſan; and if I may venture to gueſs at his fate, 

that {ad remedy will very ſhortly be reſorted tu 

Ho ſo! how ſo!” exclaimed the faireſt of © 
E her 
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- the tear of ſenſibility ftealivg 


4 


her ſex, her fine face glowing with bloſhes,” and 
down her cheek; & ; 
he going from us? I would not have him leave u 
for the world ! what can he ſee in me, that ſhould 
frighten him away ?”'—« Every thing that is lovely 
and engaging,” rept 
doubt. But when he ſees what he muſt love, and 
cannot hope to obtain, if he has one grain of ſp 
nit, which I think he does not want, he will eſcape 
whilft he can, and not perfiſt to ſtay, where every 
hour muſt render him more fond and more un- 
ha Ai . E 1 T*. 


t concibot that Ifabens could" 


Fd 


parry ; it was an inference from her own affexred 2 
reſolution, which ſhe was not aware of, and eo 


not anfwer: probably, if Sufan had not juſt then 
reminded her of that unlucky reſolution, the 
might have been as well pleaſed ; and it is more 
than probable, had ſhe never let it paſs her lips, 
this was nbt the moment ſhe would have 


choſen for imparting it; it was done, however, 
and Iſabella was not fo regar ' 
to revoke it; ſhe had made a vow, and vows/are 


teſs of conſiſteney 2s 


too facred to be fported with; ſhe could be ſilent, 
at leaſt,” and cut fhort a converſation that ſe ples- 


fingly.had led her on into a dilemma ſo embarraſs 


ing; this ſhe could do, and this ſhe did. Fete 


me my cloak“ the cried; © it is time for me to 


take my walk.“ . * | 

Sir Roger Manſtock, in the mean while, fol- 
lowed/by Henry on horſeback, proceeded rapidly 
towards Crowbery; arrived there, he entered the 


_ caſtle, whilt Henry ſtruck off towards the cottage 


on the green, where Egekiel Daw ſtin ſejourned 
in pious attendance on the dying juſtice. The gobd 
man was at home when Henry rode to the door 
and received him with the greeting of a father = 


ied Suſan ; „ that's out of alt. 
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his ſon. —< Welcome, my dear child,” cried Rae. 
kiel, as he took him by the hand; never 
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me, but it maketh my heart glad to behold. thee. 
Let it not be a wonder with thee, that I tarry here 
awhile, till it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to dilpoſe-of thus 
wretched creature, Iahguiſhag on the bed of 
death, conſcience ſtricken, and wounded in the 
ſpirit no leſs than in the fleſh. _ Thou mayeſt well 


| believe I have not failed to awaken him to. a proper 
ſenſe of his loſt and deſperate condition: as his rg- 


turns of reaſon are but ſhort and rare, I have N 

the moſt of then, and ſet forth the heinouſnels of 
his fins with all due horror, and in its blackeſt tae, 
As death hovers over him momentarily, I haye 
prepared his ears for the awful ſound of the aft 
trump, and the dreadful warning of eternal con- 
demnation. Fain would he have ſnatched at the 
vain hope of pardon and forgiveneſs; but I told. 
him not to flatter himſelf with any ſuch fallacious 
hopes; and that his offences againſt man mult irit. _ 
be atoned, before he thonght of mercy from God: 


he appealed to his preſent ſufferings, and demand 


ed of me, if I did not think they were puniſhment 
ſufficient for all the crimes he had meditated-or 
committed. I forbid him to draw any- comfort 
from ſuch falſe perſuaſions, reminding him, that 


mere pains and ſickneſs could not expiate affencesy © 


that he was indeed diverted from the perpetration 
of a murder by a ſudden judgment, but it was the * 
hand of Proyidence, and not. his change of pur- 
poſe, that had fruſtrated that horrid defign; the 
crime remained with him, though the execution: 
of it had been turned aſide ; I adviſed him, there- 
fore, to ſolicit your forgiveneſs in the feft place.” 
—« He need not doubt of that, cried Hengy, with 
eagerneſs ; « T heartily and from my ſoul forgive 
him, and I beſeech you ſo to affure him.”— 
8 e 


9 
rr 
2 4 


3 HENRY, 


« Thou ſpeakeft, Henry, as it befirteth a Chriſtian lift h 
to ſpeak, but I much queſtion if theſe tidings can "deed 
be imparted to him: by me at leaſt they cannot, in-yo 
ſeeing I am interdicted from all further viſits to . 
him, by one who hath the care of bis body, but kiel, 
regardeth not the ſalvation of his foul. A certain thou 
eminent practitioner hath come down from Lone Rem 
don, to inſpect his wounds, and adviſe in the caſe. at thi 
The man is a notable; man in his profeſſion,” and voury 
no leſs {killed in pharmacy than ſurgery ; but, fate, 
alas | ! helacketh the one thing needful ; for he de- that 
claimeth vehemently againſt my ſpirireal admoni» no le 
tions, crying out amain, that they - depreſs hs flout 
pulſe, diſturb his ſpirits, and fink him into that — 
deſpondency, which defeats his efforts, and por- replic 
tendeth death. Thus doth this man of meditine ot th 
ſet his face againſt thuſe wholeſome: terrors of the tion 
Lord, by which we perſuade men: but, in truth, 1 with 
this Mr. L——, of whom ſo much is faid for bis thee, 
Fkill in the management of wounds, regardeth not dein 
the doctrine of a wornded conſcience, which, pro- . 2 m0 
bably, he hath no experience in.” — Henry ſeniled: than 
Ezekiel made no ſtop.— However, I have tavght as it 
the ſick man that, which has funk deeper into his 4 heart 
brain than the ſurgeon's probe can reach; I have that 
ſown thoſe ſeeds in his heart, which the enemy } are d 
cannot root out; and, I flatter myſelf, be hath 3 put 
feeling foretaſte of thoſe torments, which are pre- tale; 
Pared | for the impenitent ſinner in the world to it is 
come.“ tacle 
« Alas! alas l my zealous friend, " cried Hen- ver f 
Ty, * could you not, in pity to a dying wretch, and | 
ftrike out one ſpark of comfort from the hope we folloy 
have in God's all-gracious mercy? Could-you. _ haun 
preach nothing ſhort of abſolute deſpair? How _ latior 
can a wretch repent, who has no hope of pardon? er ſp 


* you 1 00 all bel before bis fight, how can 2 natui 
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lift his dying eyes towards Heaven ? Indeed; 5 in- 
deed, my pious friend, you have been too gloomy 


in your doctrine-” . . . 

„ And who ſhall tell ine that} * a Eze- 
kiel, * a boy ! a child I a new born babe! Wilt 
thou reform, correct, reprove my doctrine l thou 
Remember the fate of thoſe ſaucy brats that mock'd -. 
at the prophet Eliſha; a bear out of the foreſt de- 
voured them; I don't fay it will be exa&ly thy 
fate, for there are no bears in England, I know 
that well enough; but have a care of a judgment 
no leis; have a care, I fay, young man, how you 
flout at my doctrine.” | 

« flout not either at you or your doctrine,” 

replied Henry, < but I compaſſionate the ſituation _ 
ot this unhappy Blachford; and if he feels contxi- 
tion for his faults, why ſhould he not be cheered 


with hopes of being pardoned for them? I'tet - | 


thee, Henry, quoth Ezekiel, his guſt of anger 
being now pretty nearly blown off, there is not 
more deceitful - propenſity in the beart of mam, 
than what is called pity; it is as unlike true char 
as it is uulike ſtrict juſtice ; ſome people have a ſo 3 
heart, and a watery eye, at every body's command 
that chuſes to apply to them, by which means they 
are dupes of every knave and jmpoſtor, who can 
put on a crying countenance, and well a canting 
tale; but a nature of this caſt is only ative; when 
it is ſpurred i into motion by ſome intereſting ſpec- 
tacle ; provoke it not, and it leeps ; mere pity ne- 
ver ſeeks for employment; it. is a virtue of 
and popularity; it fearches not for" diſtreſs, nor 
follows the ſequeſtered mourner into his melanc 
haunts, to adminiſter the ſecret charities of conſo- 
lation and relief; theſe offices demand a fr. 
er ſpirit, nerves better braced, and a more manly 
nature, that can face aftiftion without whimper- 


ing, 
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ing, do its buſineſs boldly, and wipe away the wi- 
dow's tears with a ſteady hand. What is it to me 
that a rogue is on his death-bed ? he is a rogue no 
leſs; and I don't ſee the charity of ſending him out 
of the world with a lie of my telling, becauſe the 
truth is unpleaſant to him to hear. Blachford has 
been a tyrant and an oppreſſor all his life long; he 
bas not felt for others, neither does he now; his 
feelings are for himſelf, end if he has any com- 
punction, his fears call it up; it is not voluntary * 
repentance ; tis the dread of death, the remorſe 
of a thief at the gallo ws. X 
* Here Ezekiel ſung forth in his beſt key. Let 
« us not judge too harſhly,” cried Henry; Heaven 
only knows the hearts of men: we will leave 
Blachford to his conſcience, and turn our thoughts 
to a, more intereſting object. Have you any, news 
of the Lady Crowbery p - Ah“ faid Ezekiel, 
ce fear there are dark doings in that quarter; the 
is a priſoner, and, which is worſe, ſhe is fick and 
ill, and has been ordered to Liſbon, if her Lord 
will let her go thither,” —Henry now, with much 
anxiety, queſtioned Ezekiel as to his authority for 
tis intelligence, and found that the London tur- 
eon, who attended Blachford, had been called in 
by. Lord Crowbery, who could no longer ſhut his 
eyes againſt the alarming. fituation of his Lady, 
and this gentleman had pronounced a change of 
climate abſolutely neceflary, and recommended the 
air of Liſbon without delay. "Sa dens 
be chief object of Sir Roger's viſit was thus 

- anticipated, and though the news was painful in 
he extreme to Henry, yet he drew the conſolati- 

nom it, of ſeeing the way ſmoothed for a peace- 
conference between the parties now met at the. 
ee; and it further opened to bim a profpe&of 
Mer opportunities for paying his attentions to His 
. \ | mother, 


mother, when ſeparated from ber tyrant, aud in 
a foreign country, whither he was determined to 
reſort, and at the ſame time "diſengage himſelf 
from the ſnares of the too charming object, "who. 


| had taken ſuch hold of his heart. F365 2 T 
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An angry Alterratiom with a Peres uiknown leads. 
w | F our Hero into th 110 | 2 ger. * 2 


* 4 


pious and prudent reſolutions of out : 9 
hero for renouncing his abode at Manſtock 1 
ſe, and following his mother to'Liſbon, were 1 
not taken without a ſtruggle; for all complaints 
on the part of Lord Crowbery were more effectu- 6 
ally avoided” by his' remaining with Sir Roger, in 
theabſence of the Lady, than by his leaving him, 
ro which it could not fail, but that ſuſpicious con- 
je ctures would be affixed. This was a ſtaggerin 
circumftance, and could hardly eſcape being ſtated 
and oppoſe to him by the hoſpirable Baronet, nay, 
perhaps, by Habella herſelf, and of her powers of 
perſuafion, ſhould the exert them on the occahan, 
he had full ſenſe and conviction; neither was it 
abſolute- defpair,” from which he was preparing to 
retreat; there was no repelling ſphere about the 
lovely per fon of Habella; on the contrary, all was 
attraction there, all was ſweetneſs and ſmiles; ſtill, 
native honour, reverence for the feelings of a fa- 
ther, and a due ſenſe of the young heireſs's ſupe- 
rior pretenſions, held him to His purpoſe; but, 
above all other motives, devotion to a ſüffering 
mother decided againſt all temptations. 


* - 
= 


me 


; Ezekic) had left him to theſe meditations, and 


was gone to the next door, hoping to find ſome. 
opportunity of mał ing Blachford+acquainted with 
Henrys forgiveneſs of his attempt againſt. him. 
In the mean time 2a perſon entered the cottage, 


whom he recollected to be the finder of Lady 


Crowbery's ring: though he no longer preſented 
himſelf in the mean and humble dreſs he before 

red in, his countenance was pale and fickly, 
and his frame emaciated, yet there was ſomething 
noble and impreſſive in his air and deportment. 
After the ordinary ſalutations, he defired to know 
if there was any meſſage or commiſſion from Lady 


Crowbery. Henry informed him; that he had 


nothing of the fort in charge. This was heard 
with ſtrong expreſſions of ſurprize. Some ſmall 
acknowledgment, he owned, he did expect for 
his honeſty; what did the ſay upon the delivery 
of it ? She took it, and ſaid nothing, was the an- 


ſwer.— 1 ” exclaimed the diſappointed 
ad 


ſtranger ; ** Lady. Crowbery. would not receive it 
in that ſtile ; ſuch indifference is totally out of cha- 
racter; it exceeds all credibility. Suffer me,” he 
added, very ſeriouſly, to deſire you will be pleats 
ed to recollect yburſelf; any one word you can call 


to mind, as uttered by her on that occaſion, will 
be of moment to me; conſult your memory, 1 
deſeech of you; perhaps it may have ſlipt you in 


the hurry of your thoughts; nay, it is poſſible, 


being ſo ſmall an article, you may have N 
enry, 


to deliver it. How, Sir!” exclaimed 


ſtervly fixing. his eyes upon him. The man paid | 
little regard to this atigry interjection, but went on 


with his diſcourſe, obſerving, that it was nothing 


extraordinary if the memory of a young man ſhould 


- 
i . 


fail him in a commiſſion not very intereſting 
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1 a) „I sd ie weed b un agpleghit replied our 
hero, for defect of memory I am clear in what 


I tell you, and having once aſſerted it, ſhall repeat : 
it no more, nor patiently ſubmit, that any queſ- 


tion ſhould be made of my veracity,/—* Tou talk 
loftily, young Sir,” ſaid the ſtranger;- «and; be- 


fore we proceed any further in this kind. of alter- 
cation, it will be proper for me to clear pp-lome- 


volve you in a miſtake you may repent 


preliminary points between us, that ey "A 
pearances, I preſume, have deceived yoty 


what I {aid to you at our laſt mecting, when I con- 


fided to you the ring,” you doubtleſs. conſidered me 


as a needy abject man, and yourſelf, then neuer 


taken into favour by Lady Crowbery, as my ſupe- 
rior ; before you ſuit your converſation to that 


idea, I muſt forewarn you, that you wann | 


with a gentleman.” 


cannot put up with thoſe pic ions from a gentle- 


man, which, in à vulgar perſon, I ſhould have 
diſregarded: you talked to me of being returned 
from tranſportation, and in ſuch a man it M 
unexpected merit to reſtore the property he had 
found ? but what can a gentleman require more, 


than the ſatisfaction of knowing, that the owner 


of the ring is in poſſeſſion of what ſhe had loſt? 
This you are now informed of, and you muſt ꝓre- 


pare your mind, before we part, to-dilmils-every; 


ſhadow of doubt, that I cape Nn be Saler 8 


of a falſe report. 2 


« Hold,” replied abe tber cont wand” 
my life regulate my thoughts at the word of cm- 
mand; and if you mean to make them accord to 


your wiſhes, you muſt give me ſome leading aids 


towards conviction of your ſincerity, before Lcam- 


repoſe implicit faich in it: the e, that pledges 
the 


— 


— 


« Fam ſorry for it,” Henry; 425 . 


un „ 


the honour of a gentleman to me; 1 ſnall not di.. 
pute; I am ready to acquieſce in it; but Tam not 
willing to make a tender of my confidence to 2 
| perſon, who exacts fuch high demands upon me, 
FE, until I am convinced he is entitled fo to do; let 
= ns, therefore, interchange explanations with each 
* other, before you require, or I render, ſutisfaction 
. | for what you ſeem to treat as an affront. | Informed 
* 2s Fam; lam to confider you as à child of fortune, 
newly emerged from the loweſt: ſtate of human 
_ wretchedneſs; your looks, your language and de- 
meanour, certainly are not thoſe of a mean uu 
educated perſon ; give me therefore your name, 
condition and pretenſſons, and I will give you 
mine; then, if you tell me Lady Crowbery haus ge- 
eeided the ring I ſent — bands, and treated 
it as a bawble not worthy her remembrance, and 
tte ſender of it as an object not deſerving her en. 
-quiry, I think Imuſt be compelled, hard as it will 
D be even then, to fay that I believe you.” 
—_— | ._ Our Henry's candour faw the reaſonableneſ of 
3 this ſtipulation, and the dilemma was a very awk- 
ward one to which he was reduced-by it; ble 
that he could not juſtly preſs his requifitions' any 
further, yet unwilling to fubmit to the indigtit) 
of being doubted— “ I am not at liberty,“ he + 
plied, to give you the information you require 
1 mvuft leave yon, therefore, to draw your don 
conclufions, and we muſt part, as we met, ſtran- 
gers to each other. Your difappointment about 
By | the ring certainly has an anxiety in it, that goes 
—_ deeper than to the mere fact of my delivering it of 
1 not to the Lady Crowbery; but whatever my cu- 
riolity on that account may be, I have n right to 
be inquiſitive as to your ſecrets, ſo long as with» 
hold my own. When you appeal tothe Lady, you 
will find I have told-you truth; but I did 22 - 
| -C 


* 
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ee u wit you this unter tir the whey Þ - 


gave her; it was wrapt in paper, and the, being 
in haſte, put it into her pocket without examina» - 
tion; if then there is any myſtery about it, and 
more Was annexed to it, than as a common trinket 
dropt from her finger, you have the ſatisfaction of 
r 
neither have I ſet eyes on her inc. 

It is enough,” exclaimed the aged 1 
am ſatisfied; c ſatisfied, and aſk your 
pardon for my heſitation in 
had yon told me this at firſt, I ould, qe = 
caprefe myſelf as I' did” (11 
Anger, which in Henry's boſom had notaſting 
tenure, inſtantty diſappeared” upon this apology, - 
and he began to explain us much of his on hiſ- 
tory as was proper to be told. This was attentively 
liſtened to by his compunion, "who owned wing 
been betrayed into wrong notions, gs to his con- 
nection with Lady ry, report having ſtated 
to him, that her Bord wus jealous? of her on His 
ac count, and not without grounds theſe ou 
have now,” added he, « very naturally accoumted 
for, and 'tis too clear, that the man is by nature a 
ſuſpicious tyrant, and that he uſes her moſt harſh- 
ly: Alas! poor Lady, how I pity! her hard Joty 
but how, in the name of wonder, could ſhe ever 
conſent to join herſelf to ſuch a huſband, «whoſe 
perſon ſhe cbuld not like, and whoſe manners 
could never have been ſuitable to a woman of her 
taſte and elegance? Iam not acquainted with Lord 
Crowbery, but I have had a glimpſe of his 
and ſome traits of his character; I on I could 
not have ſuppoſed Cecilia Adamant, one of the 
richeſt heireſſes, and moſt accompliſhed young 


. women of her time, would have condeſcended to 


the propoſals of fuck a fuitor. "—Heary ſaid, he 
' ſuppoſed 


credit to ou 
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ſuppoſed it was a match of her father's 0 
and ſuch nt he obſerved, were not apt to 
be happy. 

„ tan readily believe,” e the ſtranger, 
e that; her father forced this odious Lord upon 
her; for, if I am rightly: informed: of Sit An- 
dre wꝰ's character, he was capable of ſome violence, 
and not very well diſpoſed to confult his Aa 
ihclinations ; ſhe, perhaps, might yield to his au- 
thority, and oonſent to be miſerable for life, rather 
than difobedient in any one act of it. From my 
ſoul I compaſſionate her! And now ſhe is drop. 
Wot fe — and muſt go to Liſbon; this 

her from the perſon himſelf, ho ad viſed it: 
=” therefore, the iſſuue of theſe matches of 
compulſion; What has not that parent to anſwer 
for, who forces a child, againſt the natural bent 
of her affection, into the arms of 4 man; whom 
her heart revolts from] But it is a fung 
and we il ſay no more on it.. 

+ # Agreed”. cried Henry, riſing from kis ths 
i let us — melancholy topie; beſides, my 
| time is expired, and rare ATTN I muſt now 
7 attend:40.” n „ 
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5 Phy ny nit c0 devote theſe Get peer | 2 
* Efays to our fraternity of Noveliſts,; pry 5 | A 
may good will can ſtrike out any thing for their uſe 1 
8 and proſit; it is, therefore, in che friendly ſpirit 
80 of criticiſm, that I proteſt againſt a practice, which * ai 
. ſome few of the corps have lately taken up, f ö 
* adulterating their compoſitions with a daſh:of po- 

W lities, which I conceive. to be a kind of fraud upon 

pe their cuſtomers, that not only brings diſgrace and 


loſs upon themſelves individually, but is injurious 
to the trade in general. I ſhall not point out he 
particular offenders, as they are ſufficiently noted- ; 
by thoſe who have read their productions ; and, if 2 
they have but viſdom enough to reſorm, I ſhould BY 
be loth that paſt errors ſhould be remembered to Co 
the prejudice of their future fortune 9 
I truſt, they need not} be told, that there are | 
clubs and coffee houſes in this free country, 'where 

nonſenſe may be talked with impunity ; but it's a 

ſerious riſque to print it. Round, their on e- 

ſides their zeal may boil over without ſcalding their 
fingers; but when they cater for the public, they 

ſhould be warned how they mix up any ſuch in- . 
flammatory materials, as temperate ſtomachs will ; 
not bear; our only aim ſhould be to refreſh /our- 
friendly viſitors wich an exhilirating 3 
draught, not to diſturb e reaſon with an 
e nauſeous drum gꝓ kl 5 x; 
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© All cher L im bound to do 1 f Nr | "= 
to make a ſtory; I am not bound to reform the 
conſtitution of my country.in the ſame breath, nor 


even (Heaven be thanked!) to overturn it, though 


that might be tha eaſier taſk-of the two, or, more 


properly ſpeaking, one and the ſame thing in it, 
conſequences. Nature is my guide; man'snature, 
not his natural rights: the one uſhers me by the 


ſtraiteſt avenue to the human heart, the oc * | 
wildlers me in a maze of metaphyſics. 
Doubtleſa, it becomes the gentle nature * 
female votary of the Muſe, and: of every author 
ſoft as females, to let no ocraſion ſlip for making 
public ſuch their amiable propenſity, | through 
every channel that the affords; the poor 
African is therefore fair game for every' minſſte 
that has tuned his. lyre to the ſweet chords of pi 
and condolence; whether he bu/gs-immortal wil 
upon his loſs: of liberty, or weaves! his melancholy 
fate into the pathos of a novel, in either caſe be 
fads a wine of ſentiment; digs up enthuſiaſy 
from its riche& vein, and gratifies. at once hi 


fſpleen and bis ambition. The happy virtuous 


negro, torn from his own fine temperate! climate, 
and tranſported into the torrid heats of our inhoÞ 
pitable iſlands; there to ſweat and bleed beneath 
the laſh. of barbarous tafk-maſters, inſpires ſo ſne 
2 rhapſody, and gives fo touching a diſplay" 
Buitiſh. cruelty, 'that, againſt the force of "truth, 
the unguarded reader credits it, and bluſhes for 
the country that he lives in. No matter that the 
world at large bears teſtimony to the charities dl 
our land, to her magnanimity, her honoar, her 
henexolence; though thouſands. of the perſecuted 
ſufferers for conſcience lake fly to Britain as the 
univerſal philanthropiſt, in whoſe arms thete 84 
ſure * for the n ſtill che * 
on 


adorn their palaces, and, though ſnatched from 
death by his purchaſer, yet not emancipated/from 
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6&ion bears down truth; EEE 
are raiſed to caſt the nation's character in ez. 
the African lives free and happy under the mild 
vernment of his native princes; he never licks 
the duſt in their preſence, nor loads the gibbet to 


flayery. by his employer, he muſt be taught to 
murmur, and * figh, which he cannot draw 
from his own boſom, "uſt be inſpired into him 
the breath of others, till urged by theſe incen- 
diary condolences, he ſhakes off his contentmept, 
riſes terrible in his enthuſiaſm, and, though re- 
deemed. from death by thofe whom he de X 
fates himfelf with carnage, and ripping forth the 
heart of his benefactor, ſhows the trophy of his 
freedom, and gloriouſly-afferts the Rights. of Man, 
Caſt your eyes towards thoſe blood-befprinkled 
iſlands, which ye have conſpired to illuminate, ye 
merciful reformers, and glory in your doctrines, 
if your conſciences will A. —4 bluth to think, 
that folly can effect fuch miſchief. | 
A faſt friend to the interefts of the preſs, and 
2a great authority in point, who vends dur wares 
to the amount of one hundred thouſand volumes 
annually (Heayen augment his little modicum of 
trade!) ingenuouſly acquaints us with thyſe bonęſt 
arts, by which he roſe to eminence ſo juſtly earn- 
ed; of theſe, one trifling requiſite, amon oF 
more noble acquirements, he mentions to be, that | = 
of keeping himſelf always pretty well informed of = 
the late of politics in Europe, not exattly by the 
reading of novels, nor purpoſely for-the writing . 
of them, but for reaſons much more wiſe and 
weighty, namely, becauſe he has a/ways fow! | 
that bookſelling is much affected by the Pilifical fate. I 
ads May the lecrets of YE. the cadinets.. inn 
Om 


rc 
Europe be ever open to a politician who makes ſo 
good an uſe, and draws ſuch worthy profit from 
his information; and I would to Heaven, thoſe 
wrong headed zealots of our fraternity above ab 
loded to, had his political knowledge for our edi 
- KHcation, or would copy his prudence for their own 

amendment. „ I IA 

This experienced perſonage. further obſerves, 
that the beft time for book/elling is, when there is m 
kind of news flirring : it is a little mortifying, 1 
muſt own, but his authority is concluſive, for he 
tells us, that then many of theſe, who for month; 
. evould have done nothing but talk of war or peace, 
revolutions and counter-reuolutions, &c. &c. for want 
of other anuſement, will Baue recourſe to books. I 
this obſervation be true, (and who can doubt that 
men love talking better than reading?) the authors 
golden age is that of public tranquillity ;- how: 
then does he employ his talents, who, inſtead of 
_ exerting them for the peace and quiet of manking, 
turns them to the purpoſes of diſcontent, of. rews 
Iutions and counter-revoluttons, writing the world 
into ſuch a temper, that no readers are leſt in it 
The true patriot-in the republic of letters ĩs be, 
who, in times of war and tumult, can ſo write 38 
to invite the world's attention to his peaceful ſtu- 
dies, and divert it from its ſanguinary politics; the 
incendiary author, on the contrary, is à fool and 
a felo de ſe. 3 „ 
. If men, therefore, have ſo little diſpoſition to: 
wards the purchaſing of books, when there is 
much news firring abroad, let him who writes 44 
' ſuch a moment, give double diligence to what be 
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writes; let him ſo manage it as to contraſt" the though | 
1xdium of the politician's taſk, and not revolt him A no 
with a double doſe of what he is weary of. Strong dy; its 
efforts will ſucceed, when feeble ones muſt fan narrative 

. - _ .. _ novel Volt. 1 
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aud ſurpeise will ever attract 
the moſt enthuſiaſtic paſſion of the human mind ; | 
and though the philoſophy of Rome cried it down, 
Plato himſelf confefles-it to have been th 
ſpring of the philoſophy of | Greece. - 450 
ere then we diſcern the proper province of 

_ bet fiction; for novelty and ſurpriſe (as Biſhop 
Warburton defines them) are the inſeparable attend- 
ant: of impofture ; and the very time; when ſtrong 
——_—_——— ů ů 
books, is the time for ſuch productions to appear 
and the ſtrength of their attraction wilddepend 
upon the writer's care and tales. Nom, "though 
mveliy and furpriſe are what we aim to treat aur 
readers with, wo are no otherxiſe :mpeftors, than 
thoſe fair-dealing: Jugglers are, candidly warn 
their ſpectators before hand, their tricks are 
nothing more than mere flight of hand, che c 
of nimble art and praftifed gdrgitnels, by which 
they cheat the fight; hut aim not 0 upon 
the ynderſtanding ; Hike them, the Noveliſt pro- 
feſſes to deal in ingenious deceptions, but decep- 
tions fo like truth and nature, that whilſt his per- 
formances ' have all the 'vivacity of a romance'to 
excite admiration, they have the harmony of a hiſ- 
tory to engage 5 005007 Moatters, and pro- 
digies, and of unnatural com 
are not to be . into a novel for theſe tend 
only to raiſe wonder in the ignorant antl ſuperſti- 
tious, and are a ſort of black art, now univerſally 
exploded. A writer of romances, in che | 
age, cannot make ſo free with the credulity of his 
readers, as Herodotus or even Livy did with their's, 
though profeſt hiſtorians. 

A novel may be confidered as a dilated comes 
dy; its plot therefore ſhould be uniform, and its 
E epiſode and digreſſion are 
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 Aparingly, if at all, to be admitted ; the--earj | 
practice of weaving ſtory within Rory: ſhould be 
avoided; the adventures of the Man. of the Hil, } 
in che Foundling; is an excreſcence offend; 
"again the grace-and Symmetry of the plot: what. 
ever makes a pauſe in the main buſineſs, and keep; 
the chief characters too long out of fight, muſt be 
a defect. In all hiſtories, whether true or fich. 
-ous, the author cannot too carefully refrain fron 
peaking in his own perſon, and this is yet ano. 
ther reaſon to be added to thoſe already given, 
why political diſcuſſions ſhould never be admitted 
in a noyel, as they are ſure to be ſet down tothe 
author's account; let him aſſign them as be will 
It is not neceſſary that the leading character of: 
-novel ſhould be honeſt and amiable, but it is indi 
penſible it ſhould be intereſting and entertaining 
and every writer, who wiſhes to -endear- man 9 
man by pleaſing pictures of human nature, or, i 
other wards, by preſenting virtuous characters in 
amiable lights, will let the good preponderate ow 
the evil; he will not take his maxims from Rock 
foucault, nor ſhape his fellow- creatures after the 
models of Hobbes or Swift; the ſpirit of the av- 
thor will be ſeen in the general moral and tenden 
ey of the piece, though he will allot. to every par 
ticular character its proper ſentiment and lat- 
__ . guage; the outline will be that of nature, and fat 
ey will difpoſe.the group into various attitudes and 
actions, but the general colouring and complexion 
_of the whole will © reflea the peculiar and gifts 
L _— the maſter, 
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CHAPTER IL 7 IEP 


4 terrible Encounter, in which aur Hero is totally 


HILST our hero had been occupied at 
the cottage, Sir Roger had concluded his 
conference with Lord Crowbery. Nature had en- 
dowed the worthy Barone: with an evenneſs of 
temper, that was a great ſheather for the ill hu 
mours of thoſe he had to deal with. On this oc- 
caſion, however, matters paſſed better than he had 
laid his account for z not that the converſation. 
went off without ſome mutterings on the part of 
the Peer, but they were ſuch as rather ſhewed his 
ſullenneſs than ferocity. > 1 a 
The reception given to Henry at Manſftock 
Houſe was touched upon, with a kind of contemp- 
tuous ſneer at the weakneſs of Sir Roger for ad-. 
mitting ſuch a gueſt.— But perhaps,” added mx 
Lord ironically, * you find all thoſe charms in his | 
elegant ſociety that my Lady your niece did; or, 
if you yourſelf don't immediately diſcover them, \ 
your fair daughter perhaps may, for prejudices are \ 
apt to run in families; and, I dare ſay the young 
gentleman well knows how to profit by ſuch pre- 
judices; but you, no doubt, have weighed theſe 
matters well before you made an inmate of him“ 
Sir Roger, who was no dealer -in fide ſpeeches 
and inſinuations, took little notice of this traſh, 
and turned the ſubject to his niece's illneſs. My 
Lord replied, that ſhe was certainly much indif- 
poſed, for which, in fact, The had to thank ber- 
ſelf; that for his own part he had done, and 
ſhould continue 2 thing in his power 
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. of-phyficians in London, who are either to'paſs 


Per, that, however they may affect me living, 


364 | H E N R T. 


for her recovery; change of climate had been ſug. 
geſted to him, and by authority he was much in- 
clined to defer to. His neighbour Blachford had 

called down a very eminent ſurgeon from London, 
and he had taken his advice in Lady C ; 
caſe; it was the very Mr. IL—, who had made 
ſo wonderful a cure of Sir George Revel, after his 
duel” with Arundel in Flanders.—* I confels to 
you,” -faid the Peer, 5 I am charmed with lim; 
he talks to the underſtanding, and I comprehend 

what he means; but he will not let us decide unn 
what he recommends without a reference to the 
faculty, and it ſeems we are to have à conſultation 


their patient on to Liſbon, or revoke the voyage 
and take other meaſures; ſo the matter ſtands at 
preſent; but if you wil to ſee your nien ſhe 
will give you fuller information.“ 

Sir Rager ſaid; it was what he much wiſhed; 
and notice being given to Lady Crowbery, he was 
inſtantly and gladly admitted. To his great ſur- 
priſe, he was ſuffered to be alone with her; the 
moments were precious, and the availed herſelf of 
them: for putting a packet into his hands, contain- 

ing her will, and other important papers, the feal 
of which he was not to break but upon d nf 
of her dean. 
* ou will find,” ſhe ſaid; « that J have made 
fion for this unproteied youth, whom Rat- 
cliffe's death has throwñ upon my care; and if 
your candvur ever ſhall be ſhaken by the vile re- 
ports, that have been raiſed againſt my fame, 
you'll fee ſo full a confutation of them in that pa- 


= they cannot reſt upon my memory. We- 
r my Lord believed what he took pains to pro- 
en Pl not e to lay, but now at leaſt l 
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can no longer be an object for his jealouſy, and, 


to do him juſtice, I muſt on he has relaxed much 


of his ſeverity, which happy change I am indebted 


for to the good offices of the gentleman, who has 
been called in upon my caſe: 2 ſee that he com- 
paſſionates my ſufferings, and I've reaſon to believe 
he guefles at the cauſe of themʒ Iam he has 
had long ſittings with my Lord, and it d clear 
that he has gained an influence over his bad hu- 
mours, of which I happily experience the effects, 
witneſs the preſent moments Ienjoy with you; but 
we'll make prudent uſe of them, and mot treſpaſs 
on indulgence-ſo precarious. Farewell; if Iam ei- 
tined to Liſhon, and my Lord allows of it, I hope 
that we ſhall meet once more.” Thus ended this 
alſecting interview, Sir Roger parting with a heavy 
heart, encharged with . 3 
to Iſabella and to Henry. , 
Our hero, who had kept wack: ä 
ger's departure, joined him as he came out of Lord 
Crowbery's gate, and, when he was clear of the 
park, at his requeſt, got into the chaiſe, and gave 
his mare to one of the ſervants. Sir-Roger's ſpi- 
rits were ſenſibly affected, and it was ſometime =» 
before they were ſuſſiciently . recovered for him to 
enter upon a recital of hat had paſſed; and de- 
ſcription of the ſtate, in which he found Lady 
Crowbery : it was not, however, his manner 40 
paint in ſtrong colours, for that all ich 
collected from this deſcription was, that his niece 
looked very ill, and as much altered 'finee he had 
ſeen her laſt: of his-interview-with my Dod he 
ſimply obſerved, 3 it was a — job well 
over; he was a „ he ſaid, in whoſe company 
he was never at his — he dealt too much in 
dark hints and fide blows ta pleaſe, him, who bad 
no taſte ſar any talk but what went right omwards- 
to 
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to the point before it. There is no proſeription, 
however, againſt you, ſaid the Baronet; * and 


i there was, perhaps I ſhould not have regarded 


it, for Iam too old to be dictated to in that ſtyle, 
and told what company I am to keep. He is 
pleaſed to be: conſiderate of my repoſe, and would 
not be ſorry to make me as jealous of my Iſabella 
on your account, as he pretends to be of his own 
lady; but I can aſſure you, Henry, ſuch abſurdi- 
ties make no impreſſion upon me, and I defire you 
will take no notice of it to my danghter. *Tis 
true, Henry, you are a handſome fellow, and, I 
hope, in proper time, ſome honeſt girl may be of 
the ſame opinion, and make a man of you; but if 
my heart never aches till Iſabella is in the fault of 
it, forrow and I ſhall never be acquainted” more. 
Apropos to that,” added the Baronet wich an en- 


- couraging ſmile, “here is my friend Claypole's 


niece coming to us this very day; Fanny is a'fine 
girl, and, between you and me, has'a hawk's eye 


at a handſome fellow; if you mind your hits, who 


knows what may come of it? She has a very preity 
independency, I can promiſe you. And Tam 
a beggar,” faid Henry. Not fo, not abſolutely 
ſo,” replied Sir Roger; « I have that in my hands, 
which will keep off at leaſt. I don't pro- 
miſe, nor would I have you expect, any great 
matters: but I have my niece's word for ſaying 
you are remembered in her will, and that will is 
in my keeping, ſo you won't be beholden to a wife 
for the bread that you eat, as ſome folks are.” 
Henry was high-minded enough in conſcience, 
and there were few people from whom he would 
have reliſhed this kind of diſcourſe; but he took 
the Baronet in his own way, and contented him- 
ſelf with obſerving, that he was ill-qualified for a 


fortune hunter, for he ſhould be as ſcrupulous with 
| 88 reſpect 


the ſight of that young lady walking towards them 
her with the good ridings, that all was we 
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reſpect to the good qualities of a wife, and as i- 
different to ber money, as as if he had ane 
a prince in poſſeſſion. 

They . avenue that open- 
ed to the houſe, when Menry, fuſpecting that I- 
bella might be upon tie look out, and alarmed. 
with the ſight of aled-horſe, begged leave iq ſtog 
the chaiſe and get out. Phe meaſure was a cp 
derate one, for his preſentiment was verified by 


* 


oriwards, and greeting” 


np the avenue: he galloped 


ll, Hh => 
his career, and leapt pt $6 the ground in an inſtant 
time; in the lame inſtant joy Muminated her 
bright eyes, and goed -on her cheeks, 4: 44 Y 

Oh! all ye Loves and Graces, whit were you 
doing at A moment to make your favourite, — 
derer of poor Henry's heart, ſo irreſiſtibiy 
alluring, and why thus leagye yourſelves in migh- 
ty combination againſt one weak ſon ot nature, un- 
happily too ſenſitive for his repoſe ? mert 
him, lovely Ifabella, with that magic {weetnels, - 
thoſe alluring ſmiles, and, to à form ſo beautedus 
add thoſe charms, that would have recommended 
homelineſs itſelf— the nymph- like robe tucked up 
above the inſtep, locks looſe and flowing, quick 
breath, and panting boſom? Why muſt every 
wind conſpire to unveil new beauties io his fight, 
and why too muſt that cunning painter, exerciſe,” 
heighten the bright carnation” of yo, checks to 
ſuch a dazzling! hue, that the admiring/eye, could 
not behold its luſtre, without betraying the emoti- 
ons of the heart? Is this fair dealing, tempter ? 
Goddeſſes, ye ſhould have mercy, and rememes 
that my hero is but a mortal. 
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. I... Cuar ren n ta 
_— Colts 15 led nerd a een hath inen. 
. FE ik 8 at he coſe of the ja 
4 ing chapter, like, the ſon of Tydeus in the 


Senn 


= | KGields of Troy; contending with the Immortals: if 
= in that encounter any, lady got a wound of Henry's 
Þ giving, we,, who muſt be $4) by modern, rules of 
er not by ancient. Jor will be the laſt to 
. of it; certain it yp That Tabglia ſtept into the 
+ carriage, and took her. ſeat there, with an agility 
: that argued the free uſe of all her limbs 3 neither 


did he fly to her father, as her fair prototype 
5 Venus did to Jupiter, to murmur and complait.gf 
g the audacious mortal who aſſailed her; on the c- 
= trary, ſhe par parted with. him in peace, careſſed the, 
= favourite; ſtecd on which he rode, and, as he 


mounted the, chariot, accepted his afbſting hand; 
from. all which we infer, that Iſabelhꝭ canis heatt- 
whole out, of the fray, or, at worſt, with no ſuch 
vitible injury as could impeach the manhood of of 
hero. 2 5 on the other hand, whether diſabled 
by ſome ſecret wound, or from whatever coult, 
attempt pred not to vault into the ſaddle with bis 
uſual, glee, but ,Dowly pacing under ſhelter of. che 
trees wb horſe.in hand, unfolded the {mall pack» 
et Iſabella had delivered to him, ng taking. ous 
the contents, which Zachary's carelc 2 bane | 
8 to give, read as I | 3.2 
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« Accept this ring: it was my gift. to your fa- 
« ther; the pledge of love and conſtancy e he 


40 perſon, who pretends to have found it, either 
» Ra. . - 6h 1s 
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« is Delapoer himſelf, or eau inform on of 
cc fate.” 3 3.481) 130% : 20 
Pi E : +4545 I FEES HOTTIE 
« *Tis Delapoer himſelf,” cried Henrys © os 
he] How cruel is this diſappointment ] He per- 
verſe, vexatious, and unpardonahle the negligence 
of Zachary ! and what fatal conſequences might 
have followed from' our altercation in the eottage:! 
Heaven and Earth ! I might have been the mu- 
derer of my father ! my blood chills at the refles- 
tion! Three times I have met him, and each time, 
ſave once, have treated him with ſullen difreſpedt. 
O Nature, where were thoſe ſecret workings we 
are told of; where that ſympathy. of - ſouls, that 
inſtinct, to impet us to each other? Tis plain why 
he diſguiſed: himſelf; he eame te ſpy the land, o 
hover round the ſpot, whete his firſt love was 
planted; he knew the rumour of Lord Crowbery's 
jealouiy; nay, he confefſed he did, and (oh ſtrange 
involution of unnatural circumſtances ) accuſed 
me in bis heart of inceſt with a mother. Mon- 
ſtrous perverſion of ideas i by what horrors havgT 
been unkaowingly encompaſſed! by what provi- 
dence have I eſcaped! He muſt be Delapoer; he 
mult be the, unconſcious author of my myſterious 
birth. Where ſhall I ſeck him now No matter! 
J will ranſack the whole iſlaud ere I rebounce the 
ſearch. He ſaid he was a gentleman; twas truly 
ſaid! for when I rouſed him into wrath, his pale 
and ſickly ches caught fire, and bis eyes witneld- 
ed to the high ſpirit of a noble gentleman. 
Thank Heaven} we - parted not in anger, but in 
peace.” 34% 8 e A £ Iii 
Thus venting his ſad thoughts aloud, he faun- 
tered towards the houſe ; and, there arrived; be- 
took himſelf to his chamber, depoſited the-facred 
pledge ſecurely, and was ſummoned from his mg- / 
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ditations to the taſk of dreſs by the tolling of the 
bell, which ſolemnly announced the arrival of a 
numerous party of viſitors to the hoſpitable houſe 
of Manſtock : theſe viſitors, who were of the firſt 
-reſpe& in the county, came uninvited : but though 
Sir Roger's liberal ſtile of furniſhing his board de. - 
fed ſurpriſe, his table was not proof againſt their 
numbers, ſo that Henry, who was late in his ap- 
e, ſhaped his courſe aſide from the man 
- „ and attached himſelf to a ſupplemental ta- 
ble, where fate a young officer in a captain's naval 
„ whoſe open countenance and eaſy man- 
ners ſoon unlocked reſtraint, and put both parties 
at their mutual caſe. | FEY 
Jack,“ cried Sir Roger, addreſſing himſelf 
to the Captain, that gentlemen is a friend of 
mine, I recommend him to your care, and you to 
his; I pray you waſte no ceremony in being known 
to each other.“ Enough ſaid, uncle, quoth 
the Captain, and tendered his hand to Henry. 
Gallant, congenial hearts, how quick ye har- 
moniſe and are attuned together! EN 
This officer, Cary by name, was nephew to Sr 
Roger, and youngeſt of five ſons, which his fiſter 
had borne to Sir Nicholas Cary, deceaſed. 'He 
was in perſon ſhort, but of athletic mould, hard 
favoured in his features, which, though they could 
boaſt no beauty, made ample compenfation by 
ſtrong diſplay of candour and benevolence ; they 
needed not a herald to proclaim this is an honeſt, 
t brave, well tempered man; him you may truſt 
ec without a pledge, and take into your heart with- 
« out a trial.” —He was a prime favourite with his 
uncle, of which he had received many unequivo- 
cal proofs at times when pay run ſhort, and prize 
money did not come in; and this very day had 
greeted his eyes with the Baronet's name at the 
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foot of an order for an hundred pounds, together 
with an excellent time - xeeper, preſented to him by 
the fair hands of his confin Iſabella; WII Clay- 
pole, who was a great martinette in things of th 
ſort, had procured for her in London for this ry 
purpoſe. Captain Cary had lately been made pb 
into a frigate, as a reward for his gallant behavi- 
our in an action with the enemy, when he had 
command of a cutter; in this frigate he was now* 
hovering upon the eaſtern couſt for the purpoſe of 
collecting ſome preſt men to complete his Touyple- © 
ment. His preſence e through the whole - 
family; every one of the old ſervants,” in the 
turns, made an errand to the ſide table, which was 
ſoon overloaded with their offerings, for none came 
empty handed, and it had been a vain attempt to 
think of checking their good will; none went away *- 
without a kind word; and in all thefe mancenvres 
Henry diſcovered ſuch a flow” of heart on both 
ſides, that before many minutes had gone by, he 
and Cary had hatched a friendſhip for each other; 
which: ſome boſoms wonld have taken as many 
years to brood upon without the ſame efſect. 
« Tam going to ſea in a whiff,” faid Cary to 
our hero; but I was determined to fnap a fight 
of my uncle and Iſabella, if it was in my power, 
and conſiſtent with the ſervick: J Have now 
brought my ſhip to an anchor, by order of my fu- 
periors, and ſhall be off to-morrow by K 
day.” Henry aſked. how long it would be before 
he left the coaſt, and how far off his ſtation was ? 
To hours ſmart riding might carry him to it, 
and in five or ſix days, at moſt, he ex d to 
take his departure. } know,” added He, * that 
my deſtination is to Liſbon; tis à pleaſunt trip, 
and if you have a mind to 'volynteet with me ſo 
far, I'll give you the beſt welcome that iny ac- 
| ; commodations 
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commodations admit of, and thank you nur 
company. - 2 TR 
An appaxtunity o tempting! nod A companion 
to Henry's taſte, were not to be ſlighted; 
accorded fo critically with the project. he bad in 
mind, and ſo fully met his wiſhes, that he told 
Cary in a whiſper, he would talk with him farther 
it in another place; and if à certain event 
came to paſs as he expected, he ſhould moſt thank- 
fully embrace his king propoſal, and eſteem him. 
ſell happy in carrying a muſquet on his quarter 
deck, under ſo gallant a commander. Henry, for 
— beſt known to himſelf, ſpake this ;pſo low 
a, Voice, that it may be preſumed he wiſhed it got 
to be overheard at the other table: whether it was - 
or was not, time, perhaps, may ſhew; but there 
was a glance juſt then directed towards bim from 
a certain perſon, who. there preſided, which had a 
great deal of tender intelligence in its expreſſion, 
and, we are apt to believe, though it ſounds par- 
daxical / to fay it, that the ſenſation it created} in 
bim was at once both pleaſurable and painful. 
There was another . perſon at table, though at 
e diſtance from the ſender of the glance in 
queſtion, who was not idle or indifferent in the 
intimations, which her -eyes occaſionally conde- 
ſcended to beſtow upon our hero. This was none 
other than Fanny Claypole herſelf, the niece of 
Sir Roger's reverend friend, and whom, as the 
reader may probably recollect, the worthy Baronet 
had charactered as an accurate obſerver of beauty 
in the male ſex, and not unkindly diſpoſed, lt 
vo ſeemed, towards Henry, who poſſeſſed it in 
a uch high perfection. She was ſeated between her 
uncle, and Sir Roger, but to the attention the paid 
to either of them, or to any thing paſſing rounq or 
upon the table, ſhe might as well have wee 
an 
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another planet. Henry had all-ber notices, - and 


nobody any ſhare of her converſation. Her parti- 


cular location as a ſpectatreſs of what was to her ſo 


intereſting a phænomenon was as. happy as good 
fortune cauld make it, for there was nothing to 
cut the line of viñon between her eyes and the 
object they were engaged upon, and thoſe eyes, 
which were truly very communicative, ſent ſuch 
plain- ſpeaking meſſages every now and then, that 
Henry muſt have been duller than abe fat weed on 
Letbels brinꝭ not to have read their meaning even 
Cary himſelf, who was not over; criticah in this 


kind of language, wanted not the help of his ſea- 


glaſſes to ſpy ĩt out Look to, “he cried, whil- 
pering Henry in the ear, “by the lord, volunteer, 
there's, a ſignal out for you to come on board te 
Fanny floop of war;: launch away, my brave fel- 
low, for you'll baye warm n hog . 
are cleared.“ 33 

Henry ſmiled, and aid eee bet be pre- 
didian was not a whit the Jeſs true for his difregard 


of it; for no ſooner, was the cloth removed; and 


grace pronounced by the Reverend Mr. Claypole, 


than Fanny began her manceuvres,. and having 


introduced a chair between herſelf and uncle, the 
beckoned Henry to her, and with a hitch that 
edged Mr. Claypole confiderably out of the line, 
brought her prizeicloſe:-alongfide of her, to the 
infinite delight of Cary, who calmly ſeated himſelf 
in a more-envied. place, beſide. his couſim Habella. 

Next to abſolute privacy, nothing is ſo favoura- 
ble to a determined tete-a-tete:as a large co 7 
Fanny ſeemed mare of this, for the devotee} her 


regards entirely to her next neighbour. She poſ- 


ſeſſed in a very eminent degree thoſe graces and 
qualifications, which are more properly ſtyled al- 
lurements than beauties, and attract more "lovers 

than 


A 


— 
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than they fix; ſhe had beſides the art of arranging 
her forces in the beſt way poſſible for her on 
purpoſes; and ſuffering none to be idle in her ſer- 
vice, made up by diſcipline what ſhe wanted in 
numbers; ſhe might, however, be fairly called 'z 
very preiry woman, dreſſed with a becoming negli- 
gence, and talked with a familiar -eaſe; with a 
ready flow of words ever at command, ſhe had a 
vivacity that might paſs for wit, and a raillery that 
reſembled humour; the was quick to apprehend 
all meanings that a word could: carry, and not 
afraid to ſhew, that ſhe both apprehended and 
applied them; ſhe was, in ſhorty an admirable 
actreſs, and never more ſo than when ſhe affected 
to look modeſt and demure. | 
It was not the habit of Sir Roger's houſe for the 
ladies to fit long after dinner, and as Iſabella na- 
turally concluded that the gentlemen now preſent 
had come upon county buſineſs, ſhe was the quit- 
ker in her motions, and, to the ſenſible regret of 
Fanny Claypote, broke up the female part of the 
aſſembly, and left the ſtage entire to the lords ob 
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|: County Politics debated over u Bottl. 
7 HAT Iſabella had ſurmiſed was true: one 


* < 8 


; of the county members lay at the point 


of death, and Sir Roger's vifitors, who were the 
leading men of the oppoſite parties, had united in 


referring themſelves to the worthy Baronet as a2 
middle man, and acceptable to both, , 
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of preſerving peace in the county, and preventing 
a conteſt, which, from the ſtate” and temper of 
parties, ſeemed to be inevitable, unleſs he-could 
be prevailed upon to ſtep in upon the vacancy. - 
This had been ſo often tried before, and his aver- 


ſion from the undertaking was ſo well known; that 
though they came upon him in great ſtrength, and 


as it were by ſurpriſe, yet they rather laid” their 


account for a hard- foughit battle than an eaſy vic- 
tory. ' | 
One of their junto, an elderly gentleman; and 
much reſpected, was Sir Roger's particular friend; 
he was accordingly put forward as their ſpokeſman 
in the opening of this buſineſs; he acquitted him- 
ſelf of the taſk in a manner that did credit to their 
choice; he appealed to thoſe paſſions, in which he 


knew his friend was moſt affailable,” the fpirit of 


patriotiſm, and the pride of being marked as the 


preſerver of the public peace. Sir Roger, in plain 


words and few, made his hearty acknowiedgments 
for the great honour conferred upon him, candid- 
ly ſtated his unfitneſs for the office to which they 
invited him, and humbly ſolicited to be excuſed 


from undertaking it.—* My age,” ſaid the good 


man, © my habits of life, my attachment to the 


quiet character of a country gentleman; diſqualify 
me for the active duties you would lay upon me. 
] love my country, it is true, and, in my ſmall 
ſphere, do all the good I can amongſt my neiph- 
bours, but in the politics of the ſtate I am as ig- 
norant as a child.“ —« For that reaſon we appeal 
to you,” faid one of the gentlemen, ho was of 


an oppoſite intereſt to the laſt ſpeaker; * to your 


honour and impartial judgment, unconnected with 
party, and unbiaſſed by politics, we would fain 
delegate this important truſt; and in your nomina- 
tion only all voices will unite ; you alone can _ 


17 4 
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i all. in harmony” and good fellomſhip, and; 1 1 


flatter myſelf, that Sir Roger Manſtock, as a lover 


of peace, will not refuſe to his friends and neigh. 3 


bours their conciliating petition, though it may "be 
at the expence of ſome ſmall ſhare of his repoſe,” 
Sir Roger ſaid. truly he was no adept in polities, 
acither was he verſed in ſhifts and evaſions, which 
we take to be an inferior branch of the ſame (i. 
encez where his conſcience, as in the preſent caſe, 
could not ſtand by him, wit never came to his 
aſſiſtance; in ſhort, he was a good: man and a'bad 
orator; theſe arguments, therefore, which puſhed 
right forwards at his heart he could not parry, and 
whilſt he was thus balancing the pro and the con 
in ſilence, Cary, who ſaw the conflict, and which 
' de. his honour ought to take, filled bis glaſs, and 
cried aloud—**; Come, uncle, let us drink, Peace 
at home and victory abroad; if ;you'll preſerve the 
one, we'll ſtruggle to obtain the other.“ Th 


lucky ſtart of gaiety was pledged by all. preſent; 


and Sir Roger ſeemed, tobe carrying his election 
very faſt againſt his will; one hope only remained, 


and that was centered in his friend Mr. Claypole, 


who hitherto had fate, with a neutrality of coun- 
tenance, in perfect ſilence. He was a cool, deep- 
thinking man, and one on whoſe opinions Sir 
Roger repoſed a very catholic faith; when be 
found himſelf invited to ſpeak by a certain look, 
which his friend in doubt directed to him, and ſax 
all other eyes upon him at the ſame time, and evi- 
dently with the ſame expectations, he delivered 
himſelf with much gravity, as follows 

« I am ſo inconſiderable a perſon in this com- 
pany, and have fo little right to ſpeak. upon the 
point in queſtion, that I ſhould naturally have been 
ſilent, had not my reſpected friend ſignified to me 


by his looks that my poor opinion would not be 
unwelcome 
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un welcome or impertinent; I ſay, gentlemen, I 
ſhould be without, excuſe for uttering a word on 


this ſubject, but for Sir Roger's wiſh that I ſhould 
do ſo, and your encouragement in giving ear to 


me; I ſhall not, however, abuſe your indulgence 


by going out of my line, which certainly. has na- 
thing to do with parliamentary matters, but ſhall 


ſimply ſubmit to my friend's; confideration What 


my conſcience obliges me to recommend as A mi- 
niſter of peace, and a well wiſher to the good 
order of ſociety. The monſtrous exceſſes and 
groſs enormities of a conteſted election are ſeri- 


coulſly to be deplored, and every worthy means for 


preventing them have my hearty. concurrence; 
how then can I withhold my a ion from 
the means now propoſed, which, having for their 
object a perſon ſo worthy, cannot fail to be worthy 
in themſelves ? It has been my happineſs to live in 
the cloſeſt intimacy with my friend here preſent for 
many years, and, if Heaven ſees fit to add others 
to them, I pray that it may continue to me that 
blefling alſo; I can boaſt therefore that. I know; 
him well ; but what of that ? von know himfalſo, 
as your preſent application teſtifies, and know him 
pre-eminently deſerving of the honours you would. 
fain confer upon him; Ithereſore join my humble 
{uit to your's, that he would. be pleaſed to accept 
them; and this I do, not unconſcious of the facri- 
fice he muſt make of many comforts; nor even 
indifferent to the loſs hich I myſelf muſt ſuffer. 
by his abſence; betauſe I cannot bring myſelf 0 
put the ſacrifice of any one man's peace, leaſt of 
all the ſacrifice of my own, into the balance againſt 


the peace of many. 4 


OT Io 3 ++ Y-2 
Lhe reverend ſpeaker ceaſed, and Sir Roger had 


no more to do but to ſignify his aſſent, and take 
up his burthen with the beſt grace he could. The 


„ HENRY 


victory was complete, and the glaſs began to cir- 
culate to the health of the Baronet; Captain Carx 
was in the chair, and the very ſoul of good fellow. 
ſhip; the wine was excellent, the company in higè 
good humour, and Sir Roger's courage begin to 
rally; he had now his joke at his nephew Jack, 
and a whiſper for Henry at his elbow, which inti- 
mated to him that his prediction about Fanny w W 
in a fair courſe to be made good; in ſhort, there 
was no one preſent who did not ſeem to ſyaipathile 
in the feſtivity of the moment. | 
When the gentlemen ors were three 
parts tipſey, and their ſervants entirely ſo, they 
ſet out, at the riſque of their neeks, towards their 
reſpecive homes. Henry and the Captain joined 
the ladies in the drawing- room, whilſt Sir Roger, 
according to cuſtom; exerciſed himſelf with a walk: 
up and down the great hall with his friend Clay. 
pole: though a man in general of few words, he 
was juſt now in a talking vein,-and having gently 
tapped the parſon on the ſhoulder, as if tobeſpeat 
attention, he began as follows: 9 
« Well, my good friend, theſe gentlemen haye 
carried their point, with your affiſtance, and Tam 
in a fair train to find myſelf, where I never 'ex- 
pected to be found, a mute member in the Britiſh 
fenate, and the unworthy reprefentative -of this 
great county. Pr'ythee, Claypote, what dot 
think that I can do in that place? a pretty figure 
ſhall make; a mere country putt, amongſt wits, 
tawyers, orators, and pokticians. I may perhaps 
be able to ſay aye or no, but good chance if I de 
not fay it, hke Sir Francis Wronghead, ſometimes 
in the wrong place.” e a, 
No fear of that,” quoth Claypole ; If all 
were ſpeakers that ſit in parliament, our Houſe of | 
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aſſent or diſſent of an honeſt and right e 
country gentleman will never be a m- 
dais r. 
« Why, truly,“ ſaid the Baronet, , ſpeech- 
making has not been in vogue with my family for 
many years paſt; not but there have been thoſe 
heretofore who could do it, and roundly too; we 
have a record of my anceftor Sir Thomas Man- 
ſtock, in 1566, making a flataing ſpeech in the 
Commons to conſtrain Queen Beſs to marry or 
appoint a ſucceſſor; he was a bold man, and called 
her a faint hearted woman in the face of the Houſe, 
for which, by the way; ſhe. tweaked his noſe in 
the face of the Court, and called him cuckold. 
It was ſcurvy treatment, and, I am apt to think, 
gave the orator a ſurfeit, that has run in the blood 
ever ſince; for all our generations in deſcent from 
Sir Thomas have been as mute as fiſhes to the pre- 


* Wen, Sir Roger,“ ſaid Claypole, there 
have been times fince thoſe of Elizabeth, when 
taciturnity was 'a good family qualification, and 
that ſame royal tweak of the noſe may have been 
the means of keeping ſome heads upon theirſhoul-. 
ders: after all, it muſt be owned, it was a rough 
way her Majeſty took of ſnubbing the good man 
Sir Thomas, and what few old maids in the like 
caſe would have done; but match-making for 
crowned heads is a tickliſh buſineſs.” For amy 
heads,” added Sir Roger; and though a matter of 
that ſort may, for aught I know, be going on at 
this very moment under our noſes, I ſhall 
mine at leaſt out of danger, as I ſhould be oth to 
have it tweaked, even by the fair fingers of Fantiy'  - 
Claypole.” | . 2 

This was a hit that Claypole had not quite given 
his friend credit for, and-it was at —ͤ 
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him that his own remarks had not been ſingular 
for he argued rightly enough, that if Sir Roger 


| Had ſpied it out, nobody could have overlooked 


itz. he thought it beſt therefore to treat it in the 
ſame ſtrain, between jeſt and earneſt, and obſerved 
in reply, that Fanny was a free-hearted girl, and 
her own miſtreis.— ( She is out of my hands, 
ſaid he; . ſo ſhould not I be out of her's with 2 
whole ſkin, if I was to play the part of Sir Thomas 
_ Manſtock, and dictate to her on the ſubje& of 
- matrimony. Henry is a fine fellow, it mult be 
confeſſed, and it is no impeachment. to her. taſte 
that ſhe likes him; if, therefore, ſhe is reſolved 
to make him a preſent of fifteen thouſand pounds 
and her fair perſon, much good may it do him; 


I can't gainſay it. And if it was to come to 


that,” ſaid Sir Roger, „it might not, perhaps, 
de the very worſt thing ſhe could do: 1 have a very 
high opinion of Henry, and though we are in the 


dark about his parents, I would riſque a wager that 


my Niece Crowbery knows: him to be a very honeſt 
man's ſon, and one for whoſe memory ſhe has 3 
great regard; and as a proof of it, friend Clay- 
pale, I can tell you in confidence, that Henry will 
be well provided for at her deceaſe; but he has 
high proud ſpirit of his own, and it muſt be Fas- 
ny's nr, not. ber money, that will * hog 
him 

Claypole was a man that looked to the main 
chance, and not a word of this was loſt vpon him; 
his eyes had not been idle, . whilſt Fanny's were 
employed with Henry; be knew her well, and h 
Had a painful tauſt whilſt ſhe had been under- his 


| guardianſhip; he ſaw her daily in danger of being 


made the prey of the firſt ſightly knave that a 
his traps for her, he had as high an opinion of 


our young hero AS * Roger himſelf bach and 


Was 
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was in the ſame perſuaſion as to his being the fon 

of Ratcliffe; believing alſo that he was in a fair 
train ſhortly to become his nephew, he was by no 
means ſorry to hear of Lady Crowbery's intentions 
in his favour. Upon theſe” grounds he not only 


became reconciled to the neceflity he was under of 


leaving his niece. to her own choice, but was ſe- 
cretly diſpoſed to further the connection by allahe 
means in his power: all theſe thoughts he kept t 
himſelf, and quigly followed his friend Sir Roger 
to the drawing- rooꝛsmnns. 
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Prefs Miſchief in Meditation againft eur Heroc 


"HEN Sir Roger and his friend entered the 
. apartment of the ladies,” they found the 
young people diſtributed into pairs; Cary in high 
talk, and fitting by his couſin : Henry in no talk 
at all, but fairly-pounded in a corner of the room 
by the manceuvre of Fanny Claypole, who was fo 
poſted as to cut him off from all chance of un 
eſcape: ſhe had ſeateil herſelf in a chair with her 
back to one ſide of the room and her knees to the 
other, ſo as to form the exact hypotheneuſe of a 
triangle, and Henry in the area of it. There were 
many fortunate circumſtances concurring with the - 
poſition ſhe had taken to favour her operations; 
the ſize of the room was enormous, and the little ' 
ſhare of light, that only two candles could have 
beſtowed upon her at that diſtance, ſhe fairly in- 
tercepted by fitting with her back to them, and 
ſuffering no one ray to fall upon the perſon of her 
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breeding, 
from the reſt of the company. 


vices; he is only a ſhepherd to the ſtragglers of 


3% HENRY. 


priſoner ; he alſo was not the leſs attuned to her 
purpoſe, for being ſomewhat fluſtered by the many | 
toaſts he was obliged to pledge by Cary's ſtrict at. 
tention to diſcipline, which he took care to exact 
with the utmoſt impartiality towards all under his 
command, unleſs he could be faid to favour H 
as a volunteer, by thruſting him into the thickes 
of the fire. . To this circumſtance only it was ow. 
ing, that our hero, contrary to his natural good 
ſuffered himſelf- to be ſo long detached 


Something or other had diſcompoſed Iabellz' 

irits, and all Cary's efforts could not rally them. 
2 r | 
and, upon his entrance, Henry ſtarted from hi 
corner, and joiged the circle; Claypole placed 
himſelf next to him, and drew him into talk about 
Blachford and his trepan. Henry, with a good 
deal of humour, related Ezekiel's account of that 
geatleman's ſtate of. conſcience, and his mode of 7 
comferting him on the bed of fickneſs. Claypole ? 
obſerved upon this with ſome degree of aſperity, 


and hinted, that he ſhould conſider Ezekiel as 3 


enthuſiaſt amongſt his pariſhioners. 

This led Henry to ſpeak of him in a more ſerious 
ſtile, and to give ſuch a delineation of his character 
as turned all hearts in his favour, eſpecially that 
ſoft charitable heart, which Iſabella wore in her 
boſom. I ſhould do him injuftice,” ſaid Henry, 
« if I were only to bring forward his oddities, and 
keep his virtues out of fight ; I acknowledge that 
my friend, in ſome inſtances, has a ſuper-abut- 
of zeal; but it is not that zeal, without 


knowledge or diſcernment, which would betray: 


him to intrude where there is no call for 2 


W at Crowbery be bad full employ, * 
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he will find none. I hear,” ſaid the diving, 


5 | « he has been preaching} out of trees. I don't 
* doubt it,” replied Henry, and to the trees if he 
K thought it would. edify a fingle leaf upon their 
is be te And is it true,” reſumed the faid 
ry divine, * that he addreſſed a funeral ſermon at the 
ſt foot of the gibbet to the effigy. of, juſtice Blach- 
We ford? Perfectly true, quoth Henry, and 
"= honour him for it, for his heart was right, though 
ed the miſtake was otherwiſe ridiculous- enaugh. 
1's 

1 

W 

1 

ed 

ut . 

od . 

at y as an idler and a vagrant, proper to 
of upon a fuller ex- 
le planation of what had paſſed on that occaſion, 
ww, there was no doubt that he conjectured, rightly. 
_ another. plot, 
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went a change, that ſhewed 
within himſelf to repreſs the angry emotions 
his mind; nevertheleſs, he commanded himſelf 
before the ladies, and ſimply enquired of Cary if 
he was acquainted with Captain Crowbery; 
anſwer was, that he had ſerved in the ſame ſhip 

with him ſome years ago, when he himſelf was'a - 
youngſter and Crowbery a lieutenant of marines. 

— © ] ſhall find an opportunity, perhaps, faid 

Henry, „to convince the gentleman that I want 


” 
8 


K 


; 


STAB RAESAERLSYY 


any poſt of danger, where it is not his duty to be. 
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no preſſing into a ſhip, when Ican have the hotiouy 
of fighting under the eye of ſo gallant-a' com. 
mander.“ This was at beſt equivocal, and Labelle 
turned pale.“ My quarter-deck is at your ſer. 
vice,” eried Cary, * and, if occaſion. calls upon 
me, I will do my beſt to preſerve the good opinion 

conceive of me.” This made matters not 4 
whit- the better in Iſabella's ſenſe of them.— 
« Don't talk of fighting,” cried Fanny Claypole, 
who had ftolen a glance at Iſabella, «« for if you 
do, ſome of us will faint; look, if you have not 
already turned Miſs Manſtock as pale as a lilly, 
The remark was true, but cruelly ill- timed; Wa 
bella's countenance ſuddenly changed to the other 
extreme, and was ſcarlet with bluſhes. Henry bit 
his lips with rage, but had the prudence to keep 
ſilence; Claypole gave his niece a reprimanding 
frown, but to no purpoſe. * dare fay,” added 
ſhe, „Mr. Henry is too wiſe to put himſelf into 


Pardon me,” faid Cary, with a kind defigu 
to turn the attention of the company from Iſabel- 
la, «that does not appear, for I think I have juſt 
now ſeen my friend in a poſt of the greateſt dan. 
ger, and I am miſtaken if it was duty, and not 
choice,” that brought him there.“ This ſally 
brought all parties home; Fanny tittered, but 
ſeemed rather piqued that Henry had no ſpeech 
upon the occaſion: Ifabella in the mean time re- 
covered ſo far as to glance a momentary look of 
approbation at our ſilent hero, which faid-to him 
but where is the commentator that will help me 
to a conſtruction ' of what it faid, in words that 
will not debaſe the ſenſe of the original? ts 
enough that Henry underſtood it. . 
Hearts eafily impreſſed with ſudden "aſians are 


generally communicative; Fanny Claypole's * 


r 


cleareſt ſtate of a 
abled as to loſe their functions. The fundneſs of 
2 fine woman never can, nor ever ought to be 
treated with indifference and contempt; neither 
was it in the preſent inſtance. This gallantry, fo 
indiſpenſible on the part of Henry, confirmed her 
in the full perſuaſion, that the impreſſion was re- 
ciprocal, ſo that when her uncle- afterwards took 
occaſion, as they were paſſing to the ſupper room, 
civilly to ſubmit to her in a whiſper; if ſhe was 
not a little too particular with a new acquaintance, 
ſhe anſwered him in the true ſpirit of indepen- 
dence, that he need not concern himſelf about 
appearances, ſhe and her newacquaintance, as he ” 
called him, perfectly underſtood each other. This, 
though ſoryething more than ſhe was warranted 
to ſay, was no more than ſhe thought prudent to 
aflert, by way of check to any objections, hich 
ſhe was prepared to expect from that cautious 
quarter. For Iſabella ſhe had another languages 
from her ſhe expected no oppoſition, and dreaded 
no rivalſhip; but there was an innate delicacy of 
character in that amiable young lady, which made 
it neceſſary for Fanny to conform to it, in appear- 
ances at leaſt, and ſhe was ſenſible that the levity 
of her behaviour ſtood in need of ſome ſoſtening 
and apology, for ſhe had not been fo totally en- 
grofled by her own purſuits, as not to perceive 
that Iſabella did not entirely approve her proceed- 
ings in the corner. She followed her theref 
Vol. I. <0 into 
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50 her dreſſing room, when they retired for te 
night, and as ſoon as Suſan was Tent away, the 
enſuing converſation took place: I Ei Tee 
your looks,” ſaid Fanny, & that I am out of l 
nk you you think I have behaved like à fo, 
and e myſelf, I know you do; But, den 
{wet ſoul, dont turn that grave countenance upoi 
me, bur Rühr; and pity me, and be my friend. 1 
-confeſsto:you; I never was fo Galen by Turf 
all my life. I know'what young men in generi 
ure, and how cautious we ouptit to be in our de. 
haviour towards them q but you never told me tha 
q vis to behold what 1 did not believe was" in 
nature, und ſo my poor heart, being caught in an 
unguarded moment, and not being made of either 
flint or ſteel, could not ſtand the hock! but, abs 
for me was overthrown in the end; not at firſt, 
do you mark me] for, ' handſome as De is, if be 
Rad. heen only that, I could have looked upon bin 
ar one does upon a picture, and thought no more 
about him but the misfortune i is, he is ſo irreſiſti- 
bly engaging witkral, that it requires either more 
znſenſidility, or more hypocriſy than I am miſtreß 
of ato prevent his finding out how agreeable bed 
to me: now I dare ſay you ſee him with other eyes 
chair 1 do, and think all this very filly, and per- 
it is not very wiſe; beat upon my me, wy 
dear, I ſind it very natural.“ 
„Whether I ſce Henry exactly with the A 
eyes that you do,” replied Ifabella, “ is more than 
I can anfwer for; but if it is on the goodneſs of 
bis character that you found your regard for him, | 
we certainly do not differ in opinion as to that. 
Oh, you chilling creature!“ exclaĩmed Fanny, 
with an affected Kind of ſhriek ; „ chat is To like 
you, ſo guarded, and ſo precife : the goodnels of 
his charatter indeed! why "tis an er on for an 
eee 
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attorhey;, 1 regard for him truly 
there's a fr I __—_—— 


Henry! — oak. if i ſuch ſenſation 
belonging to m tl a mere ieleſe compared. t 
what I feel. Pray, my dear Iſabella let me aſſ 
you one plain queſtion, and honeſtly reſolve mes 
if you do not-think him - politively and wichdur 
the fineſt young fellow in the creation q 
- The lovely Iſabella pauſed upan this queſtions 
ſhe drew up, and Wich a ſomt what ſtronger ting 
2 the roſe in her r — man þ Whos 
d Þ neverthink/ peak in fuch 4 rapturous 
ſtrain of any many neither do I call them fail 
arly fellows; -ſe tray be — name for 
thetn, but I have net yet brüught my lips to the 
ſtyle of it... In your own ſtyle then, replied 
Fanny, and without" — abe parity 
of *your'\inimacalate 
pleaſe-whether' 
a 'young-man like 
of niedefty; as 2 ſin againſt*the detiency: ( 
ſex; but underſtund me rightly, I. de not put the 
caſe 48 applying to you; but to myſelf.. . Tuts 
a little hard, methinks,” ſaid Habella, $4 tοαιt 
— r 


n —— 


rages wy Fanny, I may be excuſed; 
— — whims 1 os El 
| 66 "ia Wk 


8 yon are always 8. 

wiſe for me; and yer Fam perſuaded, if os 

me in any dangery u have toh much obi mand 

not to guard me it. If. man uns ſuch a 

monſter as ſome old inads lm him to 

who are fur enough _ of his reach; we 
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_ exutiotiaziſfver fot him in the caſe; certain it 4h 


fortune oppoſe to ambition on his part, was be 
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faſfer : me to be devoured hy him. If Tove be 
not harmleſs, why, do they deſcribe. Him as x 
child ? - When: I have been taught Lose 
eatethiſm, quoth Iſabella, I way: be able to an- 
ſwer your queſtion; at, preſent I know nothing 
zbgut it, but © ſhould. gueſs, if you, was to apply 
to Henry, he would be much more likely to ſatisfj 
your enquiries than I am.“ “ I believe you, o 
my conſcience, ſaid Fanny, looking archly as ſhe | 
ſpoke; Henry is likely engugh to tell me hoy 
harmleſs love ãs s but queſtion may lead t0.4ud. 
tion, and in-the end he may be found to-prach 
one thing and practiſe anather.”;. [3 (88.19 ur 
To this che fair moraliſt gravely auſwrred . 
Never, Fanny, will Henry, or any other mm 
of honour loſe bis reſpet whilſt you preſerie 
F Ho he might treat queſtions .of 

Arivolous à ſort, and flippancies fo profeſt, al 
never proved him with-any thing of the kind, {ol 


that if a woman-is:not ſecure in herſalf, no man 
ſuouldebe truſted hy her:; for my own part, I have 
walked and converſed with Henry at all hour, 
and in all places, without fear or reſerve.” “ Oh 
Heavens“ exclaimed Fanny, and you ſurvive 
it ! well, but in the firſt-place you are not in love 
with him, that is out of all doubt; nature ſeams 
to haue exempted you from that weakne(s z and 
the inſurmounta· barrier which your rank and 


diſpoſed to entertain it, throws him at ſuch. a di- 
tance, that he can only regard vou with an awful 
reſpect. Tou are the heireſs. of, Sir; Rager Mas- bet 
cock ; Henry is, rr exe 
z beloved father, for whoſe ſake. it is well, known I en 
you have rejected, and would again rejedts fuller BY _- 
the beſt pretenſions 3 ithis-young-manj I havi 
*. | un | 
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muſt of conſequence be without Hope and where 
there is no hope, my dear Ifabelli, you know there 
can be no ſpirit for enterprize, muy, I ſhon!4'think 
impoſlibilities can ſcarce provoke-deſirey ſo that at 
all events you are out of danger, ant being im. 
moveable in your own reſolutions,” Have''nothin 
io fear either from Henry or yourferf 2%” 15 17 
Whilſt Fanny reaſbned in this manner, i . 
as much as Ifabellas politeneſs could do to attend 
with patience the contlufion of her argument, 
upon the very firſt pauſe ſhe interpoſed by 1 
ing, When you labour to corfvinice meth! 
am in ho danger with a perſon of Hentys Tort 
you do but argue to aſſure me, that when the ſt 
gives his light J am not in the dark; bt Wheff 
would aſſigr other cafiſts df my ſecurfſty, kran 
what ure to be found Timply-in M RonDAf, your 
argument becomes more ingenibus chan ſolick, bes 
cauſe there needs not more thin one good | 
ſu cient reaſon for any one thing. M for that 
awful reſpect, which you aſeribe to him, as #pþIW 
cable to my rank and fortune compared with his 
own, believe me, Fanng, Lam. nat.-likelꝝ to exact, 
nor he to pay it, on that account; if he gives as 
much as my behaviour merits, be affar&d he adds 
nothing on the ſcore 6f* theſe worldly advantages 
fortune has for the preſent thrown” into my feale, 
and which ſhe-may” have in reſerve for his in an 
equal or ſuperior degree; J defire, {EIS 


be under ſtobd is owIng ne ſeruſty if hole 
motintable bart leis, eh you! fincy U d 
between us, but Ghieh ae ag n e 
exemption that you "Batter "mes? wer Fuppoliny 
1 enjoy by nature from ie common weakgeſſes 
of my ſex, or the reſolution you credit me fer 
having fixed fo immeveably againſt all ſuitors, 
becauſe 
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becapſe I haye declined. the tendersn of ſame; 7 I 
thexe is an imputation that would wound me deeper 
even than ih t harge of levky / and oqueiry, it is 
that of being thought a proud deſpiſer of thoſe 
beneath . and inſenſible of ſoul to merit 
R le ſtate of fortune. When I have [aid 
is in juſtification, of. myſelf, we will leave the 
bject where it is, obſerving! only, that if you, 
being your on miſtreſs jn all reſpects, are ſerious 
in this attachment, and gan engage the heart of a 
man ſo truly amiable and fo. ſtritly honourable, 
you will be the happieſt of women; and if ſome 
oy may condemn you for'your diſintereſtedock, 

in be many more to envy you for you? good 
„ Well then, my dear Habella,” fad 
anny, / in, concluſion, “ if 1 was reſoluteiy 10 
marry this young unknown, you would not think 


me quite run mad 7 Upon my word;”.-replied 
ſhe, «I will not flatter; you ſo far as to fay | 
ſhould.” Then I will go and conſult my pille 
on the —_— fag ys 4 wg * good nigh 


wh 3+ 


CIMITTT vn 
I is a ſubtle Auer. | 


E 2 are Wann, of. Bction have a pri 

| -vilege that biſtorjans,of fact do not emo; 
which, like the ring of Gyges, gives us the power 
of inviſihility, by, which we. jaſinuate ourſelves 
moſt completely into, the ſecrets of. our heroes and 
heroines, and inſtead of arguing, as our uner- 


B en do, "ou records 10 ou 


H? EN*-R<= Tx: 30 
up to the thoughts and characters of ohr actors, 
ich at beſt is but an uncertain" kind of gueſs- 
work, we can go point-blank' to their hearts, in 
ſpite of all the obliquities of words and actions, 
and give to our teaders the idea in embryo heſore 
it has been brought to the birth; or ever mounted” 
to the lips. In virtue of this privilege I {tall let 
Fanny Claypole go, as her meditations may ably! 
be gueſſed at, and remain with the lovely Iſabella, 
whoſe thoughts are probably more deep, and un- 
doubtedly more intereſf ing 0 

As ſoon as ſhe was alone, ſhe began to take a 
ſtri& review of hat had been her ſtate of mind 
and temper during the foregoing ſcene: the firſt 
reflection that occurred to her was of the ſelf-ac- 
cuſing ſort; the had ated with duplicity . Have 
I not T Fanny to contlude that Henry is 
indifferent to me? and is he? To this her heart 
replied that he was not. Her next reproach was 
for the coldneſs and reſerve with which ſhe had 
met the warmth of Fanny's friendly confidence 
« I hate myſelf for that,” ſhe ſaid; “it looks ſo 
like what I deteſt and difavow,<pride and diſdain.” 
— Here ſhe pauſed, and began to call over, as 
near as memory enabled her, the very words ſhe 
had uſed in her paſt diſcourſe- with her friend. 
Her faults did not appear ſo glaring upon this re- 
view; her filence' with refpe& to Henry did not 
ſtrike her as ſo direct a breach of that frank ſin- 
cerity which was her nature; ſhe did not fee the 
obligation ſhe was under to make diſcoyery vf ings 
preſſions, the reality of which the was not et 
aſſured of: why ſhould Fanny's levity, who faid 
every thing at random that was uppermoſt in her 
thoughts, draw her into the like idle vein of talx- 
ing /—« If ſhe will pronounce upon my inſenſi- 
bility, it is not I that lead her into the miſtake; ' 


nor 
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nor am I ſure it was my buſineſs to lead her -out 
of it.” —She now commenced a ſtricter examing- 
tion of her heart, inſpected. it with a ſeverer eye, 
and found, or thought ſhe found, ſome cauſe to 
ſuſpect it of jealouſy, a baneful paſlion.« O 
horrible!“ ſhe cried, „ what's this that I diſco- 
ver? this pang I never felt before ! this diſpoſition 
to repine and murmur. at another's, happineſs! 
Hateful propenfity } I'll baniſh it at once; it makes 
me mean and loathſome to. myſelf. "Why: could 
not I be well content when ſhe was pleaſed ? why 
figh and vex myſelf, and love her lefs chan ever [ 

did before, becauſe ſhe ſat with Henry, and en- 
groſſed him to herſelf?” Pl call her back, and 
tell her I admire, her generous, her diſintereſted 
paſſion 3; nay, Fll do more, I'll go and be her ad- 
vocate with him the loves; that will be noble, that 
will be a gallant conqueſt over myſelf; and he 
deſerves him, ſhe wilt marry, him; ſhe has the 
happy privilege of chuling for herſelf; I am 
Alas | I know not what Jam; but this I know, I 
am not quite ſo. deſperate and romantic as to facti- 
fice myſelf, and be officious in her cauſe, and, ſo, 
perhaps, give Henry juſt offence, and yet do ber 
no ſervice: no, that won't do; I am not bound 
to go ſo far as that, nay, I am ſenſible I cannot: 
alas! alas! I but deceive myſelf; the more 1 look 
into myſelf the more diflatisfied I am with what] 
ſee: I find my heart incapable of generoſity; it is 
not what it was. Iwill not injure Fanny, or be- 
tray her, but I perceive I cannot be her friend“ 

Ah Iſabella! dear ingenuous girl, you fee the: 
point which honour would fain reach, bt dg 
iee the interpoſing paſſion that diverts it οσẽ is 
courſe. This night you muſt wear out n Deeplels 
meditations; within the region of your. 
there's one at work, whole innovating rentner 
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reſts till it has tplexed” the Feafon, g 
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ſom ord- upob his throne. - 8 is: 
pions dark” i Kendlfary, "which 1 can- 
bas 6? dard ag gainſt: = #5 Us alfar- 
ing {676% Ba Hatters ing 2 ** 95 149988 Joy, 
ure, Vekds "you th, aint, N 
F 'of 1 Sign 9 By 
|' appo 6athes* you admit 15 'of, your 1650 
watt Yi Jour finale, 4 auck Todg im in 15 
boſom ; then beF nrmoil. be Wen all his 125 
cious qua nete ah 72 7. 525 5 ocial,. 
muring,  Uifeonteniced 10 Nate Ae 
his cherte Ada atop e 5 hp Wen and da 
renduncing food and Ne 7 hiding. - I Ws 
and ſofitary places, tin aff is Anarchy, miſrule 
madneſs, to the deſtruchion, both of, hen by 
brain. 
Ah Tfabella ! dear ingenuous girl, there was a 
rime when you 11 i 827 enberfained this open- 
ank eonfe! non of our friend 
with Bert 26 open, confilefice as frank; y 
would have. given her, wat Mfintereſted 7 paltion 
then a hoble name, encouraged it With vote ap- 
plauſe, promoted it with'all yoar power # but jea- 
lonſy, that fierce and active partiſan of love, will 
not permit theſe energies o 277 gener lity $ 
have their play; 5 it is q monopo ſizirlg- miſer th: 
will let no partner have an intereſt in that fake a 
which it fingly graſps, and often, in che zeal 0 
competition, over- rates the prize which it would 
fai engrofs'=-This | probably was not its error. in 
the iſe bf Henry ; but though, the-rivalhip of 
Fanny could not & ret Fg give more than its true vas 
hae to the object " difpute, yet, doubtleſs, it e 
cited. fenſitions in Ifabella's boſom, which, 
they Hor been ſtirred ſo roughly, might Baue en- 
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2 a longer calm ; the, paſſion, which 
efted from the fond eyes of. Bo oh 
Sx a 


her curiofity to Fe ec 
which Fi eyes were i "jo lowed them 


to the att 101 point, 5905 the the f und Pouph 


warrant ens aptare and. ehght. wit which 
they 75 e 4 e at. with 
I herfelt, | heard? 1 _myfmur 


ks wo ts, 4 Tor and tend er tones, and marked the 
animation of; her, e her ſtarts, and Livtetiy titetig 

and Ne to all which ſhe gave meaning, 
matter 88 her fa nc dicted, - his was the ſtate 
of ber mind, 4 "Cary? 's 1 9 once ſo eu- 
tertaiping diffrafted' ber a 17 * and Fanny was 
enjoying T nen, ti es s Preſence 
dry. Henry from, his corner, and diſſolved the 


Ir the gentle kiel, with Dr thus agitated, 
fell ſhort in any erte of her wonted candour to- 
wards Fanny, either. during h converſation with 
her, or i the 8 of her 2 that en; 


upon it, Per any, yho. have . Gmilar 


e er, ey can. A 
e N am,“ 1 Suſan as "ſhe entered 
the room, ow Pale you look ! I hope: nothing 
has happene to vex YOu,” — What ſhould ver 
me?” {a 2 Iſabella ighing 5 aſked. the quel- 
tion. . Nay, Madam,” replied the girl, « I can't 
pretend to ſay what hop! ad VeX... YOu, . * N 
that teazing miſs who has held 1 My 2 
your repole, and who, they ſay, is 
amongſt the men, that I'm fure you can't plus 
of her goings-on with Mr, Henry,” —** Who tells 
you this?“ ſaid the miſtreſs; 4 — are they that 
ſay ſhe is. forward with Mr. Hen A 
Madam, ” replied the girl, 65 bee ke 


= it in particular; ; every body. 5 ys, 1 bor low 


itz 


e 


£ 


E'ZS, 


8 


Hi EINTRITT. I 395 


it; if I were to name names I ſhould paſs for an 
informer, and Im ſure I ſhould be: ſorry to make 
miſchief. in the family, and ſtir up fa combuſtion 
amougſt my fellow: ſervants; if it ee 7 
Madam, I will have done.“ 

. It does not offend me; Suſanj?: Sk. 
looking graciouſly upon her, 4 epic! you have 
done on that account, as gat cu ſay⸗ 
to me can poſſibly be repeated in this family. No 
doubt the ſervants, who waited at table, muſt have 
obſerved Miſs Claypole's particularity; ſhe was 
very unguarded to be ſure. , And verg ridicu- 
lous, Madam, if I may ſay ſo, cried Suſan, for 
every body ſeems to think the can do her ſeif no 
good by it, and that her ſchemes won't take Wh 
the young gentleman, ho certainly did not teliſh 
her behaviour, though he was too much of a man 
to turn his back upon her publicly yet they tell 
me he looked very croſs at times, and that Faw 
ſure is not natural to him: I dare fay, Madam, 
you never ſaw him lock croſs in your- days; for 


my part I can ſafely ſwear I never ſaw a frown! 


upon his brow, though he has had enough to ve 
him, poor dear ſoul; therefore TY forfeit my lie 
if this lady has not done ſor herſelf; and if ever 
come cleverhy to the ſpeech! of him, Lwatrant 
me I'll get it all out, unieſs you are pleaſed to or- 
der otherwiſe, and ſee᷑ fit to forbid me. Why 
{hould 1 do that?“ Iſabella replied, & ſince you 
will ſpeak only for yourſelf, and not let himiſup- 
poſe that I can have any intereſt in the ſtate of: his 
heart towards Miſs Claypole; in that, you knew, 
I cannot poſlibly have the: ſmalleſt concern, fur- + - 
ther than as mere matter of - curioſity to hear how 
ſhe ſtands with him; that is natural endugh, you / 
ſee, becauſe, ſomehow or other, Suſan, I =_ | 
takin it ſtrongly into my head, chat Henry is not 
Over- 


fortune will never be Henry's motive for making 
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oonſciouſneſs thit the remark was Juſt, to which 
ſhe ingenuouſly gave teſtimony, ſaying, that | ſhe 
believed the world did not contain his like for ho- 
nour towards the ſex, and true modeſty of nature. 


L have reaſon to ſay it,” added ſhe; . for 


love would have made a fool of me, and ſome- 
thing worſe perhaps, but for his care and generous 
concern for me. Oh! Madam, did you but know 
him as I do; had you ſeen bim in poverty and in 
forrow; how patient, how reſigned, of injuries 
how forgiving, in dangers how brave, in nature 
how benevolent; oh! Madam, you would not 
wonder if a girl like me had loved him to diſtrac- 
tion.” 5 > Tf 
« Indeed, my good girl, faid the amiable Ifa- 
bella, bluſhing as ſhe fpoke, there is all the rea- 
ſon in the world for loving him, and I do not 
wonder at you; every body that knows him muſt 


love him.” - That's what I fay,” reſumed The; 


% but lackaday! as for this young madam. that is 
ſo hot upon it, what is her love? mere outſide 
love z the love of the eye; that will never make 
its way with him; I am certain that my Mr. Henry 
will never be her man, no, not if the had a thou- 
ſand pounds where ſhe has one.” —« Indeed, Su- 
fan,” replied Iſabella, „I agree with you that 


love; and though Miſs Claypole is a handſonze 
girl, I ſhould doubt if her manners are to his 
taſte; nay, I own to you, it would very much fink 
him in my opinion, was he to place his regards 


there; and I think I may venture to anſwer for 


him that he will not. Anſwer for him l cried 
Suſan, I will ſwear it, Madam: no, nog bis 
heart is otherwiſe beſtowed, his affections art more 
worthily placed; and if ever he ſwerves gy <-> 


over-fond of forward girls.” Suſan bluſhed from 


A AS 


Nas 


— 
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lovely õdject he adores, to tHifle and di ace Mane 
ſelf Laß that ain whinton flirting Mifs Ch pole, 
if ever he does That, I will, 1 m..“ 
come, Suſan,” faid” Ifabells; "Interpoſitg; there 
is no fear of him; I ſhould: be forced to Hate him 
if he did, and that would make me wretched; 
but no more of this at preſent: get you to beni 
we ſhall have a ſtormy night, upon thoſe be- 
caſions I always ſit up till * is over. 4 LC fu Io - 
UEFT 4} (089, 75: 


[ORE vn. ne 

The Hero of our Hin 15 brought 1 Shame. | 
HERE was a gallery in this quarter of the 
' houſe, which had a communication with * 
ſe vera of the apartments, and amongft 0 ers 
with that which Fanny Claypole occupied. a 


the was met by Henry, as the was going to her 


chamber ſome time after her conference v Ifa- 
della. We confeſs it does not ſet off the gallantry 
of our hero, that he would fain have _ 
bimfelf with civilly bidding her good night, and 
ſo have paſſed onwards to his bed-room, which 
alſo opened into the aforeſaid gallery. There were 
other modes of diſpofing of time, to Fanny's mind 
in its preſent ſtate, more grateful than that of de- 
voting it to ſolitude and flzep. She contrived to 
hold him in parley ſome few minutes, and in that 
ſhort ſpace of time the ſtorm foreſeen by Iſabella 
took place; the 'winds began to howl, 5 ght 
nings flaſhed, and the thunder rolled. * N 
Fanny's gentle ſpirits inſtantly took Arch ; her 
terrors deprived her of the power of. ſtirring Tron 
the 


304 I EN R V. 


the pot on which. ſhe ſtood; the clung eloſe to 


Henry, claſping him with both arms, and ſeceming 
todupplicate.prgteſtion i in the moſt piteous manner. 
It was in vaig he encouraged er to lay aſide her 
fears, that the burſt was over, and the ſtorm bad 
ſpent i its fury; :- {he was ſure there would be more 
of it ſhe did not dare to move; and the ĩmplored 
him not to leave her; thunder had always ſuch an 
effect upon her, that it, would throw her into fits. 
it ſne had not ſomebody to ſupport her, and as for 
her own ſervant, (whom he offered to call to her 
aſſiſtance} ſhe was to the- full as mere a coward as 
herſelf, and totally helpleſs. What could he do, 
but cheer the frighted fair one, who reſorted to 
his courage for protection in this extremity ? Ano- 
ther burſt ſucceeded; the thunder louder and the 
flaſh more vivid. Fanny's arms now ſtrained him 
cloſer than before; ſhe dropt her head upon his 
neck, and, hid. her face; ſhe ſhook} in every limb, 
and murmuring cried Support me, or 1 ſhall 
drop When the ſenſes are poſſeſſed by fear, all 


reſerve ceaſes, pay, even delicacy itſelf; we cliung 


to the moſt loathſome object that gives us ſhelter 
from the face of danger. If Fanny's terrors were 
proportionable to the eagerneſs with which ſhe 
embraced her ſupporter, they were ſtrong indeed. 
Henry was not ſorry to ſee a couch conveniently | 
within reach, on which he could depoſit his fair 
burthen, -which, now indeed was become a very 
preſſing and importunate concern; her knees ſeem- 
ed ſinking, under her, and as ſhe hung upon bis 
neck with her whole weight, be began to think 
the fir ſhe had predicted was actually upon her;; 
he took her in his arms, and placed her carefully, 
and with all due delicacy, on the couch; as ſhe 
ſtill kept her hold upon him, of neceſſity he * 


drawn A upon the ſcat beſide ber. „ 
| e 
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Ihe fiorm, went 99, the pitilely,clements relax. 
ed not of their fury, and poor affrighted, Fanny, 
treqbling more than ever; nee 
ing the, w hilſt moſt movingla . Meaxeſt of men, 
what, will become of r ae ne 1 beſerch 
Yqus. from, this ſcene of error. As the fling 
wheatear huddles herſelf under the turf whilſt the 


gathering clouds hang threatening 8 head, 


and caſt a gloom upon the earth,.. ſo. did, the like 
timorous damſel, under the protection of her con- 
rageous defender, gazing on him with ypliſted eyes 
that prayed for pity on her diicopſolate, condition, 
and. encircling him in her;;arms, whilſt the ale 
murmured Oh, Henry] let che. lightning! ſtrike 
me now; within your arms I die content.?“ 
Oh Henry !” honour, alſo cried & awake and 
be yourlelf! whither are you-ruſhing ? 2 break from 
ber hold; eſcape from her ſnares; they are ſpread 
for your deſtruction; the momem is on the | 
that waſts yqu ta perpetual diſgrace, , Raſb, heat 
ed youth accurſed power of wine, that thus in- 


flames the blood and blinds, the eye of reaſon: can 


you not ſee theſe terrors are but, counterfeit, pan - 
ders to paſſion ? the ſtorm that you ſhould dread. 
is in your. Veins, Api ROGERS en 
ſave yourſelf!” 

Maat, ſhall we fay.2 Mut We. break Nature 
mould, and faſhion an imaginary hero. of - purer, 
matter than of earthly clay, fetting up a phantom 
of perfection, without ſpeck or blemiſh, for en- 
thuliaſtic, ignorance to wonder at ? Is it to dbew 
man as he is, or only as he ought to be, that ve 
compoſe this hiſtory? Surely, erke. is; we make 
not men by working in our ſets, but take them 
ready made from the world's mighty warehouſe, 
and preſent them as we. found — therefore, 
as, the hand of nature guides my pen, o do I write, 


and 


4 
= Y 1 * . Tl. \ = _ a 7 12 * "64 f «4% | 9 _— — 
ep, g © = % * — 8 1 l 2k by RD G "i - l 9 
b I 7 1 oo 0 fi o j 1 
9 5 C w 1 # ! 9 = - 5 2 _ - = 
= 3 * = - T4 7 =o: Q 1 Fay of \ - l * * * 
—_ © 1] \ \ P, a q F l 99 = 0 - l 394 4% = J n 1 WW 3 188 
7 r 1 r PA 2 4 n f AF —_ l 0 \ovys FRY __ Wy; 1 I 1 
ö Lan * a p J 2 9 . 1 EO? I i» | * g n 42. =, TS A IEY ml I ; —Awt4) 
- ff oo PEI n 1 7 - : SRL, r =. p l l = 8 1 j - 0 . 0 8 \ 14 | J Py N 9 
——— 5 i TY EZ Ry * ES.» [| 2 p * 9 * 5 N 4 l =__ 4 3 * N — "TY T” of £ 
l N e = - * + " R 18 ks as - _ - K i $4 Py wil 2007 g f =_—” aa La N NT . "x 
N * 1 = * = - EY = = _ = Y = = —-_ V ol P oy 1 U 
” & « A n ED * WP E EY * : \ AT . > 5 „ i 5 | 1 
” SLIT n = 4%} f _— 0 , bo Yd { . N 
n [ = LIK. 4 r - = 08 1 9 = 77 N =} N 8 8 - 4 * 1 
r e = 8 * . - CODES 172 7 . ag! 
. . - \ 1 o = 2 == a 4 f TIT — 5 
3 2 * * | * 1 2 "Cy —_— © . 1 7 \ = 8 
; 1 i Y \ ; WP OS SE G n l riY T5 \ 
| E Av > . 1 * 17 bo CIS OS CAE 
a 4 . — * 2 @ o = DFS 4 bs = = 
. JN © .. - ' N N wa . . ä NN 
by f . 92 - - - * 
q WV © FS 4 G os at 12898 a , — 
' — P 4 p ' 0 . 5 . b 12 * 
d A. * 2 | as 1 a - - Ai +: 0 wwe „ * PER 
us by . 7 - 5 0 * # 1 _ n * Y LE = a 
4 * 10 . ” 2 8 . 4 : 8 2 — 0 * _” _ 9 
EY . i © 6 — N 4 4 D 2 D 4 ? »# LY „ E " yy 
s 4 „ ES hy 4 4 * 5 a y = — , q * 3 = 
# — a* * 0 ** * - - Dy, - 88 — 2 f * 4 * 5 — = 7 * f It 
—_ P o L * 5 = 
. * . 5 
, > w 
= = 
N * 
* n _ —"—— * 
? "ms 
| C 
$4 
— 


H ENR 


and here config my hero to as muth -aſhrice en 
impbrity in meditation Hot im act, may in the 
t of my candid- readers ſeemr to merit: 
virtue ad loſt its hold upon his Heart; honout's 
wis Rented, qnd modeſty had turned awsy 
Ber face front the ſufpicious ſcene, when tithe ves 
molhetices he hovercd on the brink of tains 
fodden ſcream from 'Tfabtlla's cliamber ſnatched 
him from his fate; her door flew open, and behold 
the very form of Tovelineſs in fear's moſt · ſtriꝭi 
attitude! Swift as the lighening's glance our hero 
ſtarted from the couch, ſhook off the embrace that 
bound him like a ſpell, and, deff to Fanny's 
ſcream, flew to the reſcue of WE "OY 
Iſabella. 3 nen 

Fear had not fo far robbed ber r her tels, 
but that ſhe had ſufficient faculties to note the ſi- 
tuation of the parties, whom her preſence had fo 
critically broken in upon. Inftant averſion ſeized 
her heart, and ſuperſeded the lefs urgent ſenſe 
even of fear itſelf: ſhe was at once indignant and 
compoſed z 'fo that when Henry, im a faultering 
voice, begged to know what alarmed her, ſhe turn- 
ed diſdainfitlly away, and in a tone that pierced 
him to the heart, bade him pay his attentions 
where they were more wanted and more welcome, 
then haſtily returned as her chamber, WINS 
ed the door. 

A long and aifwat levee enſued: ities? the 
parties in the gallery. Fanny remained ſeated on 
the couch, her dreſs diſordered, her looks wild, 
and her attitude that of a Sybil” in her phrenſy. 

ſtood motionleſs, confounded, the very 


Henry 
ſtatue of deſpair and horror. I am undone !” 


cried Farm 2 Iſabella has diſcovered us; ſhe has 
the eyes 1 a oy ang —_— no remaids to 


n 


HEN R T. 


ſave me from diſgrace and ruin, but boldly to 
hands this moment, and defy. the world. - NMjφV 
Claypole,” faid Henry, I hold myſell in do- 
nour bound to make you every reparation that you. 
can require; I only wiſh you to conſider, if the 
mode you point at is not deſperate in the entreme: 
I am but what I am, and that is, nothing; in this 
houſe I will not paſs another day ; worlds would. 
not tempt me to encounter the chaſte eyes of that 
offended lady; before you make ſo raſh a facri-- 
fice, therefore, recollect it is only io appearances 
you would make it, and that your conſcience does 
not plead to facts, thank Heaven “ — “ Thank 
Heaven for what ? ſheeagerly demanded ; , not 
for the interruption that her jealouſy occaſioned; 
not for the ſhock that ſhe has given to my tortured 
nerves: it is not that I bluſh at what bas paſled,. 
or any thing that might have paſſed, but only, that 
ſhe knows it. No, Henry, when I took you in 
my arms, I bound my heart to you by vovs as fa- 
cred as if pledged before the altar; favours be- 
_ towed on you I never can regret ; they axe: ſancti⸗ 
tyed by hongur ;+ they are endearments ſnatehed 
by opportunity from the cold lingering ſarms of - 
law; the overflowings of a heart that doats pon 
you, whoſe pride it is to give you proofs of bound- 
leſs confidence: Here is my hand, take it, Hen 
ry, and with it take a huſband's right in all that 
this fond heart and devoted perſon can beſtum 
we do but borrow a few hours from time 
Not ſo,“ cried Henry, ſtepping back z not in 
this tumult of your mind will 4 avail myſelf of an 
extorted ſacrifice, and take your hand. i domeſt 
reſolutely bar the agreement till the event is ſeen- 
Mark what Miſs Manſtock does g our - ſate is, in 
ner hands alone; if by her means (unn | 
97 BOW 
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dow 10 fuſpect) the ſtory gets abroad,” and thar 
your fame requires it, I ſhall be at hand; and here 
I fotemnly engage my honour to come forth upon 
your formmons, whether it be to confate falſehood 


and <xaggeration' at the riſk of my perſon, or to 


repair your injuries by marriage, if this you ſhall 
require; and from this ie no - temptation, 
be t hat it may, ſhall make me ſwer ve. 
With theſe words he departed, leaving her to 
bewail her diſappointment, and murmur out re- 
proaches for his coldneſs, amidſt tears, and ſighs, 
and leepleſs toffings in a ſolitary bed. As for his 
mind, it felt a ſtab in every thought; one fatal 
lapſe Had ſunk him in his own eſteem 7 and in the 
promiſe he had made to Fanny, every hope that 


could aſpire to Iſabella was for ever buried. Not 


daring to enquire the cauſe of her alarm, he con- 
jectured that it muſt have been created by the 
ſtorm, and ſaw, with ſome degree of conſolation, 
that it now was paſt- Captain Cary was to — 
to his ſhip by the very firſt of the morning, and 

had kept his chaiſe and poſt-horſes waiting for that 
pùrpoſe; and as immediate retreat from Manſtock 
Houſe was Henry's fixt reſolve, the opportunity 
was fair for talking him and his baggage off at 
once, before the family was ſtirring. Their road 


fortunately laid through Crowbery, hien was 


ſomething more than half way; it was poſſible, 
therefore, that Cary's time might allow of a ſhort 
call at Ezekiel's or Zachary's houſe, whore ſome 
information might be gained of Lady Crowbery's 
deſtination, and if that ſhould turn out to be for 
Liſhon; all was ſo far well, if his new friend would 
ſtand to his offer of tranſporting him thither. It 
was neceſſary, however, to take a proper leave of 


* and for this: purpoſe he immediately 
wrote 


24 onen vn. „ noutiv- 
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An the following letter; addrefledto that wer 


1 bi mid vad oe, on vines 
echt 20 Han 2d: alt 1 „ ebnen b vhoges 


ore S, nn 63 vor aig 1 hae 


. your favours;rhick: 
©< no time can obliterate, I beg leave to inform: 
« you, that L have embrated Captain Cary's kind 
offer of a cruize, and hope you will conſider it 
© with your uſual candour, both as am excuſe or 
the abruptneſs of my departure, and a-pardong-: 
© ble ambition to attack myſelf, though at hum- 
ble diſtance, <6 fora —— 
, manderr ; ; oy oro vir vid nt * 
iner honour to be . a 3 ; 

ki vi © your moſt obli { &4# Bu 5d: 

ad and cer devoted Servants! !. 5 
A Nia $190 abc bn © HENRZ," - 
A Fri cn 2am i HOT h 
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A 1 Fiſts — af Manftock Houſe, vue ring. 
* 5 B »t af 


e153 nad TT „% 941 54 Hoo bags! 
HOUGH. Cary's chaiſe was ordered to the. 
door by break-of day, yet ſuch of the do- 


* had nbtice of it were ready: waiting 20! 


make tendegiof their ſervices. and fare wels at hia 
Ii parture ; fo: one uf theſe Henry delivered: his: 
letter for Sir Ragor; and from the ſame perſomba 
had the ſatis action tò hear that-abelle's alarm, 
which proceeded from the ſadden-burſt of one o 
her window ſhutters, ſhivered by a ſtroke uß ligt - 


ning, bad paſſed off without any further ill toaſe- 


quences; but hat was his ſurpriſe when he found. 
A - himſelf 


— 
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_ Claypolez he checked himfelf; and 


| breath will expire in prayers 


— TE 
* * 
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himſelf: accoſted by his friend Suſan May at this 
early hour, who drew him afide, and in a whiſper 
eagerly demanded “ What in the name of mad- 
neſs can poſſeſs you to be running oy from __ 
good fortune at the very moment w 
miſtreſs is dropping into. your arms 0 f foo! if you 
had but heard what ſhe — e 
Tell it not to me,” he eichaimed, I have un- 
done myſelf with her for ever!“ Then recolle&- 
ing that he was on the point of betraying Fanny 
ing both 
her hands in his“ Sufan ! he cried, *I eonjure 
you, by the love you once had for me, never 
name me to your avgelic miſtreſs; I am going to 
ſhake off this loathſome exiſtence, and my laſt 
for her,” —This faid, 
he turned away,” and ſprung into the chaiſe, where 
his companion was waiting for him. 

And now, as we can well believe the better part 
of our readers are by this time become indifferent 
to the fate of our worthy hero, we will leave him, 
without regret, to purſne his journey, and for the 
preſent confine our attention to the houſe of 
rarer e eee TH 

As ſoon af Faiiny-Claypote » WAS dreſt; ſhe pre- 
ſented herſelf at the door of Iſabella's chamber, 
and was inſtantly admitted. Without any em bär. 
raſſment, fh&began her enquiries as th the alarin 
ſhe had fuffered in the ſtorm; and when that was 
explained, and the ſhattered window ſhutter refer- 
red to Fanny, in her turn, undertook a plaufible 
aon of ber being:abrown:into a fit by the vo- 


lenen of her fright; and of Henry gieat attentlen 
in comveying her to the couch, and protecting her 


in her diſtreſs, with ſo much tenderneſs, thar- ſhe 
believed ſhe owed: her life to his'care,— I 


am _ added ſhe, & I ſhall never forget - 
| ki 


ern RIC EAR RCNP HOPS TTLASTUCTS 


ad we” 
F 2 
» - 


FA 


ws, might. 
cal, yet I can truly, 


delicate in * —— om 
one of our on ſex,” —»**, 
Iſabella, “ I. ſhould very u heh 
contrary; only. could wi 
fits, it may literally be 


— down. 85 Tg 
Suſan was ſtanding, her eyes 1 unh tears, 


and a paper in her hand., that had juſt been deli- 


vered to her by the ſervant who generally attended 9 
upon Henry; Iſabella demande 917 of it, and 2 
before the girl had time 1 Fs 75 1 


in her hands, and ſhe read theſe words 


Give this incloſed triſle to your. ns mo- 
« ther, being a ſmall return of gratitude from that 
« retched creature, whom her charity once har- 
« boured. ,,, You can need not hing, being 
« the e of a an NG. Farewel for oY 


— 
1 jy . 1 oy de 
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"wett'd bank an twenty 
ige — Je one!“ *eried * Iſabella, 
one for e ron thy Bod Then with 5 
Bgh Kaltes ee n L197 
t that” momr! oger came hw tif 
1 -room, 20 Fan — tr he to demand 
what ated: nie 2 


Arte opt 


5 N | 

1405 fitted thron nefs' a 
A But an will 975 ez * yo "RX 
ne is redoveiinig, — — aid chen ſhe 
recounted the. accident of the mutter in bo oh 
Keating, 46" convince her tHit ne difebreryhad 


been. made of any other cauſe Sir Ro led bib 
Adzughtet inte his own a) meirt, and Sufan 
for F and wu fladells "repeated: the 


account of her fright exactly as Stfan Had gwen it, 
and ſdon declare herſelf Mcjently recovered to 
attend upon the company at "Breakfaſt =<cc You 
will find our party,” ſaid! Sr! Roger; '© has ſuffer- 


ed a loſs that Fes ſay you will repret as much is 


1 do; my nephew Tack As ole, away our young 
Henry Nee here lis his letter. Ahis he d& 
livered-t6 128905 and the read What we have be- 
fore recited.* Sh returned it to him with'a mourn- 


ful look, and was ſilent; "in truth the was not at 
- that moment though compoſed" to venture an t- 


e t words. 

y dear chid, ned Sir Rog, obferbing 
her turn paler than before, „I hope you are not 
at again. „Iſabella anſwered; that ſhe was not 
quite recovered, but begged bim not to bealarm- 
ed, for it would ſdon paſs off. L 2: Fall 
the good man, holding the letter in his hand, 
this will be bad news for Fanny Claypole, = 


„rr eee ee ee — . , on lt x Broad 
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lie ſeems to be very fond of the young man, and | 


if ye bring it out upon her una wares iÞmay create 
ſome; confuſion, and diſtreſs her.. I think t will 


let him break it to her after we are aut of the 
way; we may eaſily deviſe ſame excuſe for his not 
being at breakfaſt. But does not this lodk Hike a 
pretencs of Henry's for getting away from her ? I 


ſuſpect that Fanny has not played her carda u, 


and. comes on rat lier faſter /t han he approves of: 1 

protelt it ſeems to me to be all up with her, bye the 
pur port of this letter. d; ſhould think a woman 
riſques a great deal by ſuch for ward advances, re- 
plied Iſabella; but. I ſuppoſe ſhe knows / her man, 
and probably they underſtand each. other.“ 
« Why ſo ſhe told her uncle laſt night, ſaid Sir 
Roger, now you bring ĩti tomy rec olle tion, and 
he belie ves that every thing goes on to her heart's 
content.” —* I don't; doubt it,“ cried Iſabella 
« And Lean aſſure yon, added Sir Roger, 
« Claypole himſelf is very well inchned to 


match.“ “ Then I dare ſay the match: will take 


place, ſaid, Iſahella, ſomewhat - pettiſhly ; © for 
Mr. Claypole is very apt to ſucceed in his under- 
takings; but let. us not meddie with it, for Ithink 
it is no concern of ours. T bis being concluded, 
they went into the break faſt · rom. l 
As the company were fitting down to the table, 
and before any notice had been taken of the ab- 
lence of Henry, the porter's bell announced an ar- 
rival, and Mr. I was uſherediinto the rodmʒ 
he took his ſeat by Sir Roger, and all eyes were 


Eagerly directed towards him, expecting, yet dread- 


ing, the reſult, of his intelligence. He ſoon! re- 
lieved their anxiety, by ſaying he had left Lady 
Crowbery preparing to undertake the journey he 


proceed 


be better forme te whiſper it to her uncle, and 


had adviſed; the was to ſet out tht next day, and 
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proceed by eaſy ſtages to London. —** I have no 
doubt, he faid; „ that an Engliſh winter muſt 
dy all means be aroĩded, and that Liſbon will be 
her ultimate deſtination; but as I ſhould be loth to 
take the ſole reſponſibility of ſo valuable a life on 
myſelf, ve are to have a conſultation of phyſicians 
when ſhe arrives in town, and my advice will then 
either have the ſanction of the faculty, or better 
opinions will direct her otherwiſe. Sir Roger 
made a civil remark upon this, and Mr. \L—— 
proceeded to ſay, that he flattered himſelf the had 
gained ſtrength within the laſt few days, and that 
her ſpirits were greatly relieved from that dejected 
ſtate in which he found them; he had -prevailed 
upon my Lord to reinſtate the gentleman ſhe had 
been ſo long uſed to in his attendance upon her; 
he had fully communicated with Mr. Cawdle on 
her caſe, and diſcufſed with him the whole proceſs 
he was to follow, both as to medicine and regi- 
men, till they met in London; and concluded by 


informing Sir Roger, to his utter ſurpriſe, that 
e herſelf at his houſe the 


his niece would repo: 
wery next day, and make that the firſt ſtage of her 


Sir Roger ſtarted, ſtruck his hands together 
with more than uſual energy, and fixing his eyes 
upon his viſitor, ſeemed to be ſurveying him with 


a ; that ſort of curioſity and ſurpriſe as a conjurer ex- 


cites in his ſpectators, when he has almoſt perſuad- 
ed them that he has the devil in his circle. How 
did he bring Lord Crowbery-to conſent to this, 
was the queſtion from more than one quarter ? 
I perceive,” faid this excellent perſon in reply, 
need not diſguiſe from this company, that | 
had ſome prejudices to overcome; but few diſpo- 
tions are ſo naturally obſtinate as to hold ont 


"IS truth and reaſon ; Lady Crowbery's very 
ſerious 


— 
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ſerious indiſpoſition made it my duty to ſcratinize 
into cauſes, and I faw fo ck of mental diftreſs 
combined with bodily, that I perceived the would 
be irretrievably loſt; unleſs ſome inſtatit relaxation 
was provided for her ; in this part of my 'inveſti- 
gation I had great affiftance from Mr. Cawdlc? 1 
found him poſſeſſed of every thing that "could 
throw light upon the caſe, much attached to the 
perſon of the 12 and ſuſiciently intelligent in 
his line forall the purpoſes] had in meditation fer 
her relief. I found it neceflary to de very 
in my ſtatement with my Lord; 'Ftold him that 1 
had diſcovered, in wiy patient's cafe, wounds deep 
and out of Goht, which were beyond art to 
cure without his aſſiſtance, I muſt con- 
dition for full conſidence and concurrence, or im- 
mediate diſmiſſtion: this brought matters to an 11 
ſue, and I muſt do his Lordfhip'the juſtice to 
he was not long in deciding upon the — 
— Theſe,” ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to the wor- 
thy Baronet, . are all the means that I have uſed 
for inducing Lord Crowbery to conſent to his La- 
dy making your houſe her firſt place of reſt, and 
to permit her to be attended through the whole. - 
journey by Mr. Cawdle, who, with great zeal and ' 
alacrity, very much to his hotiour, embraced the 
undertaking at the very firft word. Goa blies 
him for it ® cried Sir if Roper, «PHengage he will 
be no fofer by it. Permit me to tay, Sir, for have 
effected wonders.” | 
Several enquiries were nom made as to tay 
Crowbery's mode of travelling, Int e Y 
to attend upon her, 'arid whether my Lord yo 
accompany her to Manſtock or effewhere. * 
information was obtained upon all theſe 
and Lord Crowbery did not propole to go 7 
of che way with her; he was waiting the event of 
Vor, I. T | Mr. 
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Mr. Blachford's death, which was almoſt hourly 
to be looked for.—*« What had he to do with 
that ? was the queſtion from Mr. Claypote ; Did 
his Lordſhip expect to be benefited by that gentle. 
man's deceaſe? - Af he does,” replied Mr, 
L-—, I have reaſon to believe his expectations 
will be defeated altogether : I met the heir of Mr, 
Blachford this morning, within a mile of his 
houſe.” — All ears were inſtantly, as it were, ere& 
for the news; he proceeded, As Mr. Blachford 
does not wiſh to keep the diſpoſition! of his pro- 

perty a ſecret, I have no ſcruple to ſay, that I was 
214 a witneſs to his will, and commiſſioned by 
him to ſeek for the young gentleman i in this houſe, 
who is to inherit under it; but, as I ſaid be- 
fore, I luckily fell in with him, in company with 
a ſea- officer, who, I underſtand, f is your nephew, 
Sir, and in a ſituation by which I not only fortu- 
nately came to the knowledge of him, but had an 
opportunity of being in ſome further degree of uſe 


to . 
the agitation of more perſons than one be- 


came fo conſpicuous, that Mr. found it ne- 


. ceflary to be very quick in aſſuring his audience, 


that no manner of miſchief had enſued. A fra- 
cas, indeed, had taken place between the heir 
aforeſaid and Captain Crowbery, who, in conſe- 
quence, had, turned out by the road fide, with the 

iſtols which the ſea-officer had in his chaiſe, to 

ettle their difference; one had been fired without 
eftet by the young gentleman, whom he only 
knew by the name of Henry, and Captain Crow- 
bery had diſcharged the other in the air, upon 
which the quarrel. was made up, and the parties, 
defore he left them, perfectly reconciled to each 


* 
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« Heaven be praiſed !”—cried Iſabella, her face 
as pale as aſhes. How horrible it is,” ſaid Mr. 
Claypole, „ that ſuch a practice as duelling ſhould 
exiſt in a Chriſtian country “ Horrible do you 


call it?“ faid Fanny, I honour Henry for his 
ſpirit; I adore him for it; would you have a ge- 


tleman put up with ſuch an inſult as he received 
from that naſty Captain ? for my part I am only 
ſorry he let him off ſo cafily.” 

If a tea cup had not, as this inſtant, dropt from 
the fair hand of Iſabella, by ſome chance or other, 
and drawn the attention of the company to the 
accident, it is to be preſumed the Reverend Mr. 
Claypole would not have ſuffered doctrine ſo ad- 
verſe to his own to have been advanced by his 
niece without an anſwer; but as every body ſeemed 


intereſted about Iſabella, he let the. matter paſs 


off, and contented himſelf with conveying his dif- 
ſent, by the vehicle of a reproving look. 

The converſation was now reſumed, and many 
enquiries made as to Blachford's extraordinary be- 
queſts : was he ſufficiently in his ſenſes to dictate 
a will? and had they taken ſuch precautions as 
would prevent a future litigation ?—To this it was 
anſwered by Mr. I, that himſelf, Zachary 
Cawdle, and Alexander Kinloch, were witneſſes 
not to the will only, but to the capacity and ſound 
ſenſes of the will- maker. Was it not, howe- 
ver,” Mr. Claypole demanded, * the moſt ſingu- 
lar and unexpected event that ever came to paſs ? 
and what could have moved Blachford's heart fo 
on a ſudden to beſtow his whole fortune upon one, 
whole life he had attempted to take away ?”—To 
this queſtion Mr. L—— calmly replied, that he 
preſumed there could be little difficulty in ac- 
T 2 counting 
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counting for what had been done by Mr. Blach- 
ford in the young perſon's favour, if it was admit. 
ted that the heart of a dying man was capable of 
being touched by repeurance, and a defire of aton. 

for the'crimes he had committed; and that it 


was fo, he believed the will itſelf would clearly 


evince, as it ſpoke very plainly to the motives of 
the teſtator. There was,” added he, “a good 
creature, by name Ezekiel Daw, very much about 
him (too much perhaps for his body's health) who 
certainly co-operated with the terrors of death in 
bringing this about, which appears to- you fo ex- 
traordinary an act: the many it muſt be owned, is 


ſomething of an enthuſiaſt, and for ſome time l 


kept him from my patient; but when it became 
a loft caſe, and the penitent on his death-bed ea- 
gerly demanded his return, I no longer oppoſed 
it ; he was, undoubtedly, the great inſtrument of 
moving him to repentance, and to him I confider 
this young gentleman much indebted for the very 
ample atonement he will receive at Mr. Blachford's 


deceaſe: I underſtand there is ſomething myfteri- 


ous in his hiſtory, but, from the reception he has 
met in this family, I can't doubt but he well de- 
ſerves the good fortune that has befallen him.” 
Here Sir Roger Manſtock broke filence, and in 
terms ſtrong, though conciſe, gave his hearty teſ- 
timony to the merits and good qualities of our 
hero. When the worthy” Baronet had ceaſed 
ſpeaking, Mr. L— expreſſed himfelf well pleaſ- 
ed that his pre- poſſeſſions in this inſtance had not 
miſled hir...—* For I profeſs to you,” ſaid he, ad- 
| himſelf to Sir Roger, I did never in my 
life feel a ſtronger impreſſion from the perſon and 
countenance of any man than in the inſtance 45 
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this youth, and his conduct in the affair with Cap® 
tain Crowbery was exactly ſuch as was beſt wo 


_ lated to confirm it.“ 


Sir Roger, with a ſmile of eee gave 
ſign of his aſſent; Fanny Claypole faid, ſhe be- 
lieved there could be but one opinion in the caſe 3 


and the Reverend Mr. Claypole, ſtraying a little 


from the fubje&t in hand, obſerved, that Henry 
would now find himſelf a very rich and happy 
man, glancing a look at the ſame time towards his 
niece, “ That is as it may be,” ſaid Sir Roger, 
« as to his riches; Mr. Blachford, perhaps, has 
poor relations left behind him, and my friend 
Henry has a worthy ſpirit of his own.” —Claypole's 
countenance fell, but Mr. 1 relieved him 
from his embarraſſinent, by ſaying, he could ſpeak 
upon that ſubject from the authority of Blachford 
himfelf, who had told him that he had not a fin- 
gle relation in exiſtence, who could have a claim 
upon him; confeſſing that he was the fon of a 
certain planter in Jamaica, long fince dead, by A 


| Mulatto wench, who was his property, and 


he was entirely the founder of his own fortune, 
which, if certain circumſtances had not occurred, 
was once, as he was given to underſtand, be- 
queathed to the Lord Viſcount Crowbery. — 
* Mark that,” ſaid Mr, Claypole; © the cunning: 
man is caught in his own trap : how juft are the 
ways of Providence!“ 

But now time preſſed with Mr. I for his' 
departure; the carriage was called to the door, 
and the friend of human miſery haſtened away to 
ſoothe the pains of other ſufferers, anxioufly ex- 
pecting their relief from his hands; it was a 
ing much regretted by Sir Roger Well,” 4 

he, 
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he, * if I live to go to London, fick or well 1 


will "cultivate the acquaintance of. that amiable 4 
gentleman. pg Es 


CHAPTER IK, 


Bold Meaſures boldly avowed, 


I. Reverend Mr. Claypole having duly 
pondered theſe extraordinary occurrences 
in his mind, found himſelf not the leſs attracted 
towards Henry on the ſcore of his good fortune; 
for in that gentleman's eſtimate of his character, 
proſperity was regarded as no contemptible recom- 
mendation; and he very juſtly conſidered, that 
Mr. Blachford's great property would not make 
him one whit the worſe huſband to his niece, or 
his niece the leſs affectionate wife to him. Still 
the circumſtance of his haſty departure with Cap- 
tain Cary, and the wild idea of volunteering with 
him, as ſtated in his letter to Sir Roger Manſtock, 
ſeemed to augur ſo ill for Fanny, that he much 
doubted if that good underſtanding between them, 
of which ſhe had ſo confidently boaſted, ſubſiſted 
any where but in her ſanguine imagination; nei- 
ther could he with all his ſagacity diſcover more 
than one reaſon. for a young man's running away 
from the woman that made love to him, and that 
reaſon was not very compatible with Fanny's re- 
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port aforefaid as ſoon therefore as he could find 
a fair opportunity of drawing her into private con- 
ference, he began to open upon the ſubject of her 
attachment; he ſtated to her what, upon common 
report, the property of Mr. Blachford was ſup- 
poſed to amount to, which, upon the moſt mo- 
derate calculation, he guefſed could not be leſs 
than twice 2s much as her own,—* J care little 
about that,” cried Fanny, „the man is my ob- Is 
ject.“— This was very candidly, admitted as the <Y 
firſt but not the only point to be confidered in a Br. 
connection for life: they could certainly, with 
proper diſcretion, live very comfortably upon their 
joint means, not lofing' fight in the mean time of 
future contingencies from Lady Crowbery, whoſe 7 
life, he obſerved with great regret,” could not buʒt 9 
be very precarious, as change of climate was gene- 
rally the laſt deſperate reſource for conſtitutions, 
like her's, in deep decay. As 
Here Fanny again pat him by, declaring, that 
ſhe looked to no proſpects but the proſpect of poſ- 
ſeſſing the dear man of her heart. Mr. Claypole's 
candour again admitted, that all this as quite na- 
tural, and beſpoke a very ſincere affection; but he 
could not exactly ſee the neceſſity why it ſhould 
be altogether fo diſintereſted. . Becaufe,” repli- 
ed that generous young lady, „ if he was the ve- 
rieſt beggar upon earth I would marry him; nay, 


I muſt marry him,” 


—«< Muſt,” repeated Claypole 


* * ww. - 


inquiſitively; * is there a neceſſity in the caſe ?Y— 
„To be ture there is,” cried Fanny, nothing 
abaſhed, ** after what has paſſed between us; af- 
ter all his faithful promiſes, all the rapturous ca- 
reſſes he laviſhed upon me, when my fears and 
ſwoonings in the ſtorm laſt night threw me in his 


power, 
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power, and expoſed me to the prying eyes of Mig 1 


Manſtock, whilſt I was locked in his embraces. 
What would the ſay of me? what would the 
world, what would yourſelf pronounce upon * 
reputation, were I not to be his wife?“ 

©« You alarm me,“ cried Mr. Claypole, « ba 
the villaia dared Villain do you call him?” 
exclaimed the angry fair one,—< he is no villa; 


but the moſt honourable, the moſt lovely and 


adorable of mankind, Do you think him capable 
of expoſing me to the malice of this family, where 
I will not ſtay another night, though I travel hence 
on foot to ſeek a lodging? Indeed, child, vou 
terrify me, repeated he; „ by this vehemence of 


| expreſſion I ſhould almoſt fear that you have been 


betrayed into dangerous and improper conceſſions, 
through exceſs of love operating on the natural 
weakneſs of your ſex, and conſpiring with the 
temptations of opportunity. Let me know the 
worſt at onte, that I may obtain that inſtant repa- 
ration, which your character and my honour” de- 
mand of the ſeducer. Your unſuſpecting nature 
is not aware of the danger you are in; you truſt 
to promiſes often laviſhed in the heat of paſſion, 
and as often violated in the coolneſs of reflection. 
You are yet to learn, that this young gentleman 
has written to Sir Roger Manſtock a farewell let- 
let, in which he tells him he is going out to ſea 
with Captain Cary. Is that a proof of love?! is 
that confiſtent with his promiſes ? Can a ſeceſſion 
like this be reconciled to honour ? And where is 
your hope of a ſpeedy union with a man who's 
flying from you and his country?“ 
« Ridiculous alarm !” exclaimed the :ndigrrant 
damſel; who tells you all this idle tale? Henry 
; | is 
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is only doing what I myſelf ſhall do; flying from 
this odious houſe, where Iſabella's jealous eyes 
would look him out of countenance, as they would 
fain do by me; but I defy ſuch feeble ſpite, for 
have Henry faſt as vows can bind him: he fly from 
me and his country! No, were he not too honour 
able he is too wiſe for that, too fond, too much a 
friend to himſelf. As for what he writes to Sir 
Roger Manſtock, tis a mere blind, a coneerted: 
matter between us; he ſaid laſt night he would not 
paſs another day in Manſtock houſe; he has ful- 
filled his word, and this contrivance extricates 
him from an uneaſy ſituation, and gives no offence, 
T underſtand it all, and if you'll only help to place 
me ſomewhere within his reach and out of their's, 


from whoſe intruſion he eſcapes, my life upon it 


I will lure him back.” 


A confidence fo ſtrongly vouched feemed to have 
due eſſect upon the good man, whoſe tender feel- 
ings for his niece had given him ſuch alarm; his 
countenance cleared up, and having ruminated a 


| while upon the caſe, he took a more placid tone, 


and faid—« Well, niece, I have turned it over in 
my thoughts, and do agree with you, that twill 
be better for you to remove from hence, efpecially 
as the Lady Crowbery is expected, with whom you 
have little or. no acquaintance, and therefore the 
beſt plea in the world for civilly ſtepping out of 
the way from a family meeting of fo intereſting 
and melancholy a fort. I, who have not the famie 
excuſe, will remain where I am, and you ſhall have 
my parſonage houſe to yourſelf in the meanwhile 
there are ſervants in it, and all things ready to re- 
ceive you. You know, my dear, how greatly it 
concerns me to avoid any chance of a miſundero 
Wy 3 ſtanding 
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ſtanding with my worthy friend Sir Roger; there- 
fore you muſt be content to et me ſtate matters 
to him in ſuch a light as may make a merit of your 
going; and this correſponds not only with my re- 
gard to him, but alſo with my views as to myſelf, 
for I am not out of hope, through his intereſt with 
the Lady Patronefs, to obtain the nomination to 
Ratcliffe's valuable living, which is yet undiſ- 
poſed of.” ' | 

&« know nothing about that,” rephed Fanny, 
with a careleſs air; © but if I can have the parſo- 
nage to myſelf, with no jealous Miſs to overlook 
me, I deſire nothing more; I will be anſwerable 
for all the reſt.” “ It ſhall be ſo then,” faid this 
compliant uncle; © the houſe ſhall be your own; 
and may fucceſs attend your laudable and virtuous 
endeavours; for in truth, my dear, if I was not 
fully perſuaded, that this worthy young man would 
make you an excellent huſband, eſpecially fince 
this unexpected good fortune has fallen upon him, 
I would be the laſt man living to do what I do for 
the promotion of the match. I am a great friend 
to young people, and make all the allowances in 
reaſon for thoſe pardonable weakneſſes that pro- 
ceed from mutual fondneſs for each other. I have 
felt the force of love myſelf in former days, and 
remember what it was; 1 am therefore doubly 
urged to be active in your cauſe, both from zeal 
to forward your wiſhes and real approbation of the 
object they point at. With this view it ſtrikes me 
as a proper meaſure to ftep over to Crowbery to- 
morrow, where I can hardly fail of meeting our 
young friend the heir, and at the ſame time chat 
can impart any meſſage or letter you may wiſh to 
End, I can avail myſelt of the opportunity for 
e paying 
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paying my reſpects to Lady Crowbery, and attend- 
ing her upon her way to Manſtock Houſe, if that 
is found acceptable.” | CE LES. 

« ] approve of the propoſal much,” replied the 
Lady, „and will write to Henry: if he remains 
an hour at Crowbery, after he has received my let- 
ter, he is not the man ] take him for.“ 

Theſe meaſures being ſo agreed, Mr. Claypole's 
next bufineſs was to ſeek his friend Sir Roger, 
whom he very opportunely met, taking a ſolitary 
walk in the grove. Claypole's thoughts were rea- 
dy arranged, and it was without difficulty he found 
words for them, and proper addreſs to make his 
propoſal of removing Fanny acceptable to his friend 
Sir Roger; nay, he was ſo explicit in ſtating par- 
ticulars, and ſo little ſparing of his niece's reputa- 
tion, in the account he gave of her nightly inter- 
view with our hero in the gallery, that the worthy 
Baronet drew exactly thoſe conclufions which 
Claypole wiſhed to lead him to, ſaw and acknow- 
ledged the propriety of removing Fanny out of the 
houſe, and expreſſed himſelf much indebted to his 
candid friend for the delicacy of the meaſure. At 
the ſame time he was not wanting in all due ſenſi- 
bility on behalf of that friend, and juſt reſentment 
againſt Henry for his ſhare in the tranſaction. If 
he did not inveigh againſt him quite ſo bitterly on 
this occaſion, as his conduct might ſeem to merit, 
it was becauſe he did not fee it in the light of an 
abſolute ſeduction, having been a witneſs to Fan- 
ny's flippant behaviour towards our hero; and be- 
ing conſcious moreover, that he had ſomething to 
accuſe himſelf of for the converfation-he had held 
with Henry in the chaife, which poſſibly might 
have inſpired him with the firſt. idea of aflailing a 


virtue, 


— 


virtue, that, according to his on report of it, 
had no right to be greatly reſpected, much leſs to 
be conſidered as abſolutely impregnable. 
Theſe reflections, which in ſome degree cauſed 
his anger to abate, did not however prevent him 
from conſidering Henry's conduct in its true light, 
and reſenting it as a breach of that decorum, which 
he had a right to expect from a young man admit- 
ted into his family under fuch circumſtances. He 
flil found himſelf called upon, by all the laws of 
friendſhip and . hoſpitality, to co-operate in every 
meaſure that Claypole could propoſe for obtaining 
reparation for the indignity, and when he under» 
- ſtood that marriage was the point in view, he des 
clared himſelf determined to enforce juſtice, it. it 
became neceſſary, by reſorting to his niece Lady 
Crowbery, and employing her authority over 
Henry, in aid of his own, for that purpoſe. This 
Mr. Claypole begged might be ſuſpended for a 
while, and at the fame time took occaſion to open 
his ſcheme of going over to- Crowbery the next 
morning, in ſearch of the young man,—« And ſo 
you ſhall, cried the good man, « and my chaiſe 
{hall be at your ſervice, with every thing elſe that 
you can ſay on my part, to convince him of the 
ſenſe I entertain of his conduct, and to further 
your appeal for juſtice to your niece, If he has 
ſtill the hardineſs to withſtand you, and ſhall at- 
tempt to run out to fea with my nephew Cary, I 
warrant I have that influence with Jack as will not 
ſuffer him to efcape us by that channel at leaft.? 
»=« don't pretend to juſtify my niece in all par- 
ticulars,” ſaid Claypole ; « but a lady's. honour is 
not to be ſported with, and he has certainly made 
her a firm promiſe of marriage; but then, cos 
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3 obſerve; it was 2-promiſe made upon the ſpur of . 

1 paſtion, and (which is more alarming) made when 
her fortune was a greater object to him than it has 
now eventually become. —“ In that particular,“ 
cried Sir Roger, “ I do not agree with you. 
Henry, amongſt all his fgilings, is not a merce- 
nary lover; and I muſt believe, that Miſs Clay- 
pole's fortune is neither more nor : leſs in his 
thoughts, for any thing that has happened to him 
and if I am not greatly miftaken in his character, 
he is an honourable lad, and will not go back from 
any promiſe he has given. If miſs Claypole makes 
a true report, and be has paſſed his word to her, 
I think the marriage is ſecure; if it is not 2 

- caſe of honour, but of alen I hold it to be 
doubtful,” T . 

Here the dialogue ended, and the friends ſepa· 

rated, Sir Roger to prolong his walk, Claypole to 
reſume his meditations. 
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T is time e upon my R who, 
though degraded in character, is in train to be 
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advanced in fortunes favour, that he has one 
claim at leaſt upon my attention, which does not 
pals for 3 3 f 
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| friend: Cary from thoſe once happy ſcenes, now 
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The chaiſe, in which he was conveyed with his 


forfeited 2 forſaken, made ſuch rapid progreſs, 
that he ſoon found himſelf within. fight of Crow. 
bery Caſtle, proudly towering over its dependant 
village, which ſpread {ſelf along the vale. Here 
in a narrow lane, our travellers were encountered 
by a gentleman on horſe-back, who had a fowling. 
piece. in his hand, and was followed by a brace of 
pointers. 'The paſs was fo ſtrait that civility re- 
quired the gentlemen in the carriage to ſtop their 


drivers, Whilſt Cary was giving theſe orders, he 


diſcovered the perſon of Captain Crowbery, and 


inſtantly addreſſed him by his name. Henry had 


recognized him at the ſame inſtant, and deter- 
mined to let him know he was informed of his de- 
ſign, eagerly cried out, —* When you are at lei- 
fure, Captain Crowbery, I ſhall be glad to have 2 
word with you.” 

The chaite had ſtopt oppoſite to a gate, which 
led to a field, and made a receſs in the lane, where 
Crowbery had taken poſt for the convenience of 
paſſing. He knew the perſon of our hero, and 
this abrupt ſalutation was anſwered by a demand 
upon Henry to explain himſelf; this explanation 
was immediately given in terms that required no 
further illuſtration, and with a degree of heat that 


Cary vainly attempted to moderate. Want of ſpi- 
rit was not amongſt Crowbery's defects; and in 


the hearing of the Captain, to whom all the parti- 
culars were ſo fully known, it would have been in 
vain for him, had he been ſo diſpoſed, to have 
diſavowed the plot he had projected againſt the 
perſon of our hero. This he did not attempt, 


but on the contrary retorted upon Henry with ex- 
ED preſſions 
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preſſions not leſs hoſtile than thoſe he had made 
uſe of.! Diſmount,” cricd Henry; © I have 
piſtols in the chaiſe:” immediately the door was 
flung open, and he was upon his feet with the 
weapons in his hand. Crowbery made no delay; 
the word was given- to follow, and they ruſhed 
into the adjoining field together. Cary raiſed his 
voice to no purpoſe, exchiming,—©+ Gentlemen, 
you are too haſty; this matter may be explained; 
ſuffer. me to interpoſe.” By this time they had 
taken their diſtance, and each with a piſtol in his 
hand had levelled at his opponent, :Crowbery call- 
ing out to fire: Henry gave fire at the inſtant, and 
the ball paſſed through Crowbery's coat, which was 
unbuttoned.— ! You have miſſed me,” he cried, 
and immediately diſcharged his piſtol in the air. 
* Now Iam ready,” added he, © to expreis my 
regret for what I have done if that will fatisfy 
you ; if not, we will repeat the operation till the 
offence is cancelled: I would have made atone- 
ment at firſt ; but the honour of a ſoldier will not 

rmit him to apologize to any one, who with a 


weapon in his band calls him out for ſatisfaction, 


and precludes an explanation.” 

« *Tis enough,” cried Cary; © your behaviour, 
Captain Crowbery, does honour to yourſelf and 
your corps: I am ſure my friend is perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied.” — With every thing but myſelf,” replied 
Henry; © but that I have aimed at ain Crow- 
bery's life without expoſing my on to the ſame 
danger 1s a painful reflection, that I ſhall not eafily 
get rid. of,” At this moment Mr. I came 
up, and his chaiſe being entangled in the fame 


dehile, he got out upon the report of the piſtol, - 


and ran with all ſpeed to the place of action. As 
| ſoon 
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foon as he had ſeen a reconciliation between the 
parties perfectly effected, he drew Henry aſide, 
and communicated, to him the intelligence he had 
in charge from Blachford, of which the reader is 
already informed. 

Henry ſtood rapt in deep attention, pondering 
upon an event ſo ſtrange and unlooked for, tl 
Mr. , having clearly detailed the whole ac- 
count, with all particulars leading to it, ceaſed 
from ſpeaking. Henry now perceived it was ex- 
pected of him to reply, and began by returning 
thanks to Mr. L-— for the communication he 
had.given him, which, he obſerved, was of a fort 


. fo extraordinary, that if he had received it from 


authority leſs reſpectable, he ſhould ſcarce have 
given credit to it, conſidering it only as the vapour 
of a delirium, to which no rationality could be 
affixed, and of courſe he ſhould have treated the 
deed as nugatory and illegal“! But to you, Sir,” 


added he, “ and to the other 3 who- 


atteſt his capacity, I muſt give perfect credit, 
Certain it is that Mr. Blachford, in his dealings 


with me, has ſomething to repent of; but it is as 


certain I needed not to be ſtimulated to r 


by any other bribe than the ſatisfaction of giving 


eafe to the compunctious feelings of a dying man, 
as you deſcribe him to be: I ſhall inſtantly attend 
upon him according to his defire, and to the con- 
eluñons I may draw from that interview Faſt 
refer my final refolution.? _ © 

This ſaid, they parted, Mr. 1. proceeding 
on his way towards Manſtock Houſe, Henry to 
the cottage of his friend Ezekiel, where Cap- 
tain we da ſet him down, and N his jour- 
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It was ſtill early morning; Ezekiel however was 
up and alone; and had juſt ſaluted the noſtrils of 
Aurora with his morning pipe; the ſmoke that 
curled round his head did not prevent him from 
recognizing the face of his friend; he drew the 
tube from his mouth, and greeted him with his 
uſual welcome: he began immediately pen the 
buſineſs of Blachford, in which Henry gave him 
no interruption, though the detail was ſufficiently 
verboſe and cireumſtantial, in the courſe of Which 
he did not forget to interweave many pious calls 
and admonitions to a worthy ufe of the great and 
unexpected good fortune that had befallen Hm. 
When Henry had heard him to an end, he 
made a very proper acknowledgment of the obli- 
gations he was under to him for his zealous and 
kind ſervices. In this part of his diſcourſe, he 
expreſſed himſelf with warmth and animation; 
but when he came to fpeak of his own immediate 
intereſt in Blachford's intended bequeſt, the re- 
flections he had brought with him from Manſtock 
Houfe weighed fo heavy on his ſpirits, that his 
language ſunk below indifference. This was mat- 
ter of ſurprife to honeſt Daw, who knew not that 
his friend had to lament a loſs, by the forfeiture 
ot Iſabella's eſteem, which no worldly wealth or 
proſperity could compenſate; he was therefore 
inftant with him not to put on an aſſumed con- 
tempt for the good things of this life, which were 
only then to be deſpiſed when they were unwor- 
thily employed; moderation, he obſerved, was 
much to be commended, but inſenſibility was a 
degradation of our nature. To a remark fo little 
applicable to his caſe, Henry made no reply, but 
graſping the hand of the good man, who was ſit- 
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ting beſide him, and watching his countenance at 
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this moment, he exclaimed—“ By my ſoul; Eze. 
kiel, thou haſt the kindeſt, beſt, and worthieſt 
heart in nature, and when hard fate ſhall ſeparate 
us, as ſoon it will, by Heavens! the parting from 


you will make a woman of me, ſo much do Tlove | 


and honour you.” 

Ezekiel ſtared wildly at him for a moment; then 
drew the pipe full ſmoking from his mouth, whif- 
fed away what he had drawn from it with an in. 


dignant air, and daſhed it on the hearth: te atoms. 


* Parting !? he exclaimed; “ by the life of 
Pharaoh, I will never part from thee !“ Then 
rifing ſuddenly from his ſcat, and ſtretching him- 
ſelf up upon his inſteps, he aſſumed a poſture ſo 
militaxily perpendicular, and at the ſame time 
purſed his brow into a frown that marked fuch 


determined reſolution, that our hero, gazing with 


aſtoniſhment upon a figure at once ſo enthuſiaſtic 
and ſo groteſque,. waited. in fuſpenſe till the oracle 
ſhould utter his definitive reſponſe.—“ Set for- 
ward,” at length cried Ezekiel, “ ſet forward, 1 
fay, young man, when thou wilt, with the bleſſing 
of the Lord, I am ready to accompany thee.” 
Ezekiel's mind was not made to embrace more 


than one object at a time, if. that was an intereſt- 


ing one; in friendſhip more eſpecially his ideas 
were too ardent to be at. leiſure for any other ſub- 
Jett collaterally, ſo that he had juſt now conſigned 

lachford and his legacy to abſolute oblivion z nei- 
ther did he keep his ofter back till enquiry could 
be made of Henry, whither he was going, and 
why he was going at all, but having quitted his 
wicker chair, and diſpoſed of his tobacco pipe, by 
ſhivering it into fragments, he ſtrode to the corner 
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of the kitchen, where he ſeized hold of his faith- 
ful crabſtock, and brandiſhing it with a gallant 
air, declared himſelf forthwith ready to begin his 
march. Hold,” cried Henry, ſmiling, «© have 
patience, my good friend; our's is no ſhort trip, 
and methinks you are not equipt for a long one. 
* That's true, that's true,” replied Ezekiel, 41 
proteſt to you my apparel had-efeaped me.” And 
indeed, unleſs an old black and white ſtuff night 
gown, with a woollen cap on his head, and worn 
out ſhoes cut into flippers on his feet, might be 
called the proper trim of a traveller, honeſt 
Ezekiel was at this moment no otherwiſe pro- 
vided. | 5 
« But you forget,” ſaid Henry, * Mr. Blach- 
ford and his bufineſs.”—<« Ods my life,” quoth 
Daw, © as ſure as can be it had ſlipt my memory, 
and now it comes into my mind that I ſhould have 
aſked you whither it is that you are going, and how - 
it comes to paſs that you are poſting away juſt when 
fortune is dropping into your lap: theſe, do you 
- fee, friend Henry, are very natural queſtions, and 
my only wonder is, how it came about that they 
did not occur to me before. Tis all in good 
time,“ quoth Henry, * for, if I can prevail, you 
ſhall not fet a foot without theſe doors on my ac- 
count, With the officer who accompanied me. 
hither in the chaiſe, I am going ont of England.” 
— Well, well,“ reſumed the good man, if 
thou art going in a good eauſe, were it to circum- 
navigate the globe, -Pll not flinch from my word. 
Doſt think, becauſe I am a man of peace, I am 
therefore not a man of ſpirit ? But whither. art 
thon bound ? Is it to fight the enemies. of our 
country? Be it fo! The danger thou can'ſt face I 
| hall 
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ſhall not fly from. I know I may depend upon 
your ſecreiy,” ſaid Henry, therefore I ſhall not 
diſguiſe from you my intentions: Lady 
is ordered to Liſbon.” . And doſt thou think of 
going with her?“ cried Ezekiel.—“ Not fo,” re- 
plied Henry, © for I ſhall take my paſſage by ano- 
ther conveyance.” “. N * 
Here the preacher ſhook his head, which, be- 
ing noticed by our hero“ Baniſh all theſe horrid 
notions,” he cried ; * baniſh them for ever! Let 
it not enter into your heart to conceive that my 
motives are not pious, and my duties ſacred. You 
would have followed me to prifon, being a ſtran- 
ger to you and a culprit; ſhe is a guiltleſs ſufferer, 
my friend and benefactreſs; ſhall I do lefs for her, 
and be a monſter of ingratitude? “ Thou ſhalt | 
not,” quoth honeſt Daw; © if gratitude be thy AD 
motive; I will travel with a grateful man to the © 
world's utmoſt limit, tay, beyond it, for I pro- 
nounce, that gratitude is a lovely virtue, it is, it 
| is— but 1 have now no time to tell thee what it is; 
_ I will fpeak more fully of it on another occaſion. 
_—_ But bark thee, friend of mine, thou muſt alſo be 


—_—_ regardful of thine interefts in this Blachford : he 

—_— is a dying man, and ſhould'd thou not be preſent 1 
when he breathes his laſt, the harpies may lay hold 9 
1 of his effects, and thou may'ſt be defrauded of 75 

5 ſome part at leaſt of that property, which is law- 7 
E fully to devolve to thee.” “ Whatever may be p wr 
$ the conſequence,” replied Henfy, „I ſhall not NCe 
. put intereſt in the balance againſt conſcience. I ox - 
+4. muſt perform my duty to Lady Crowbery; and if i 
BY - you will remain here, and act on my behalf upon N 
B23 the ſpot, all will be well; and, in fact, my friend, 6: = 


as you have been the moving cauſe of all 1 wn Piles 
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looked for good fortune, I have a claim upon your 
kind offices, for completing what-you have begun.” 
— Very well, replied Daw, 4 we ſhall ſee what | 

is to be done after you bave viſited the fick man; 
in the mean time I will go and apparel af fo 
the days” | 


- 


CHAPTER XI. 


4 Death-bed Dialogue, in which . Readers will | 
think there it much Folly, others much Honour, on 
the Part of our Here. 


HILST Ezekiel Daw was 3 to his 
| cock-loft, and before Henry had ſet out 

upon his viſit to Blachford, Doctor Zachary Caw- 
dle, returning from his patient at the next door, 
entered the cottage. As ſoon as he eſpied our 
hero“ Welcome, welcome,” he exclaimed, 
« thou child of good fortune; ſure the ſkies rain 
gold for you; here's a chance, and a change 
Marry, the times are ftrangely altered, Henry, 
ſince you and I firſt met, Why this juſtice of 
our's is indeed a juſtice at laſt, and honeſt Ezekiel 
the preacher has once in his lite preached to ſome 


purpoſe; I have only made a hole in the head of 


my patient, he has opened his heart. And ſo-you 
are now the Squire of Crowbery, heir to his whole 
fortune, a few legacies. excopted, one of which I 
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Suſan May, to balance old accompts: but what 
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am ſure you will not regret, a ſmall bequeſt to 


tifies me above all is, that he has entirely cut 
this good-for-nothing Peer out of his will, who 
ſtood heir to his whole property, before this blow 
upon his ſcull brought my patient to a better re- 
collection. Death and Ezekiel together have 
wrought a wonderful reformation.” 

When Zachary had rambled on in this ſtrain | 
for ſome-time, Henry, who had paid little or no 
attention to what he had been ſaying, demanded 
if it was now a proper time for him to pay his viſit 
to Mr. Blachford? Zachary replied, that he had 
juſt then been dreſſing his wound, and would re- 
commend him to wait a few minutes before he 
preſented himſelf for admiſſion.— Sit down 
then,” cried Henry, “ if you pleaſe, and fatish 
my anxious curioſity on a ſubject "infinitely more 
intereſting to me, than all my expectations from 
Mr. Blachford, had he the wealth of the Indies 
to beſtow.” He then began a courſe of enquiries 
relative to his mother, which, with Zachary's cir- 
cumſtantial anſwers, and certain occaſional digreſ- 
fions, mto which his profeſſional vanity betrayed 
him, held on the converſation till it was time for 
him to repair to Blachford. He had, however, 
in the courſe of this converſation, commiſſioned 
Zachary to report to his mother every thing that 
he wiſhed her to be informed of, reſpecting the 
time he ſhouid paſs in attendance upon Blachford, 
and the reſolution he had taken of repairing to 
Liſbon, in the hope of paying his duty to her 
there: he was very particular in guarding againſt 
miſtakes, and repeated his inſtructions ſo frequent- 
iy, and with ſuch preciſion, that Zachary, * 


N M as 


did not juſt then call to mind all the reaſons for 
his caution, began to feel offended at his manner, 
and aſked him if he cquld not truſt his memory 
for conveying a ſimple meſſage 2“ I ſhould have 
thought ſo,” replied Henry, “ if you had not, 
moſt unfortunately for me, let it fail you in the 
matter of the little,packet, which you was to de- 
liver to me from my mother.” He then proceed- 
ed to explain to him the importance of that paper, 
the opportunity he had loſt by not poſſeſſing it in 
time, and the fatal conſequences .that bad nearly 
enſued upon his altercation with the perſon it al- 
luded to. Zachary heard all this with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and after beſtowing upon himſelf a very 
plentiful proportion of blockheads and boobies, 
promiſed that he would ſpare no pains to atone 
for his miſtake, by enquiring out Mr. Delapoer, 
when he ſhould arrive in London with Lady Crows 
bery; and he defpaired not but intelligence could 
there be obtained of him, if he was actually in 
England, as Lady Crowbery ſuppoſed, of which, 
however, he declared for his part, he took leave 
to doubt, And now the time being come when 
the Doctor judged his patient might be acceſlible, 
he aſked Henry if he had ſet his thoughts in order 
for an interview; and being anſwered that he was 
ready to accompany him, he roſe from his ſeat, 
when Henry, recollecting himſelf on a ſudden, 
ſtopt, and taking him by the button, ſaid-—"< One 
word more if you pleaſe before we part: I think 
you ſaid there was a legacy bequeathed to Suſan 
May, and that it was to balance old accompts: I 
prythee, my good friend, tell me, if it is no in- 
violable ſecret, what thoſe old accompts are which 
Blachford has to balance.” —=« Humph !” guoth 

. * 5 the 


. * 


his worſtip has the honour of 1 
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the nchen, « it was an account of about nine 


months ſtanding, and ſuch a one as ſometimes 
falls into my hands to audit; if you can gueſo t 
it you may, but we reveal no redes of this ſort, 


tis againſt the freemaſonry of our order.“ . 
„Well then,“ faid Henry, I know it, but * i 
did not tell me. Blachford, we will ſuppoſe, fe-. q 
Uuced Suſan May, and had a child by her; is it 

2 


not ſo ? - I muſt confeſs,” replied the Door, 
4 there is as fine. a boy now alive, of ſomebody" | 
producing, as ever I uſhered into ths world, your- 
ſelf not excepted, and, to the beſt of my "bali | 
the father of 
it; *tis but right, therefore, y e, that ſome 
proviſion ſhould be made for. its maintenance, 
and, if I am not miſtaken; it is to the exit 
amount of forty pounds a year, charged upon the 
eſtate, which I dare ſay you will not think wunrev 
ſonable. * 

Here Zachary made à pauſe; but Henry te- 
maining filent, he proceeded—“ You will hear 
this from Blachford himſelf, in which caſe T ſhall 
be acquitted of the ſecret but, as we have kept 
it clofs hitherto, I am perſuaded you ye _ let 
it go out, to the prejudice of the 3 
place, for I think ſhe will hardly be ſo * as 
to throw that up voluntarily on account of this 
legacy.” —Henry aſked if this was all Blachford 
had done for the mother and child? Zachary a& 
fared him, that to the beſt of his remembrance, 
there was no other incumbrance on their account; 
it was a caſe of conſcience, he obſerved, and though 
he believed they had been upon no terms of _ 


macy for ſome time paſt, yet for his own part 
Nepuld have given very little credit to Blackford's 
reformation, 


taken no notice of a poor girl, whom he had rea- 


| thank Tae it bur her ſeducer ? 


Jet into the room, 


eyes the whilſt. At laſt, ſpeaking in a feeble 


and, if yau could, how can I hope——” Here 
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reformation, if he had gone-qut of the world, and 


fon to ſuſpect was trepanned into the ſcrape by 
very unfair practices; and though perhaps the was 
ſomewhat of the wildeſt afterwards, as Henry him- 
ſelf probably could witneſs, yet whom had. ſhe to 


« Tis ger "of cried Henry « T am ready to 
attend you to Mr. Blachford's.“ 


After waiting a few minutes in a lower room, 
whilſt the Doctor went up ſtairs to announce his 
arrival, our hero was admitted to the fick man's 
chamber : he was lying on his couch, ſupported 
by pillows, and upon Henry's entering, Zachary 
and the nurſe reti One ſmall ray of light was 

ich ferved to guide t he ſteps 
of our hero through the gloom, who had been 
defired to tread with great-caution, and to 
low, as the leaſt jar was intolerable to the ac A 
brain of the wounded man. A chair was 
cloſe to the couch, at the right hand of Blachford, 
who made a fign to his viſitor to ſeat himſelf in it. 
This he accordingly did, treading lightly and wich 
care as he moved towards it. 

A ſilence for ſome time was obſerved by both 
parties, Blachford holding his handkerchief to his 


he faid— I am afraid and aſhamed to look upon 
you; I fear it is not poſſible you can forgive me, 


fomething ſcemed to choak his ſpeech, and — 
broke off. Henry, waited awhile in 

attention, but finding him - relapſing into his for. | 
mer debility, with his handkerchief again held to 
his eyes, F and addreſ- 
Vo. I. e ſed 
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ſed him as follows; “ Mr. Blachford, I do be- 
ſeech you to believe, that what I am about to ſay 
to you is not diftated by any intereſted motives, 
but ſprings freely and voluntarily from my heart, 
influenced only by an unfeigned commiſeration for 
the ſtate in which I find you, and a firm reliance 
on the ſincerity of your contrition. For whatever 
you have done or meditated againſt me, I do moſt 
entirely and from my ſoul forgive you.“ 2 
ou are infinitely kind and compaſſionate, 
ſaid Blachford, faintly; 4 but I have been the 
cruelleſt of monſters towards yon, not only in the 
dark buſineſs that has brought me to this condi- 
tion, but in the matter of the trial, where I would 
fain/ have ſuppreſſed the evidence that ſo clearly 
acquitted you: but this is not all; it was I whoſet 
Lord Crowbery upon you; I was the tale-bearer 
from that wretched woman Mrs. Cawdle, chat 
made him furious againſt you and his unhappy 
lady, who, I dare ſay, was falſely ſlandered and 
unjuſtly perſecuted through my means; I have all 
her ſufferings on my conſcience; I am weighed; 
- down by offences. Alas! what will become of 
me? and what atonement can I now make to you 
in the firſt place? what to that injured- Lady, 
whoſe health, fame, happineſs, have been ſacri 
ficed to my malice? for it was the very demons of 
malice, envy and jealouſy, that poſſeſſed me againit 
you, and through you againſt her. All that I cn 
do is all too little; yet what I can I have done. l 
know I can expect no mercy from Heaven, if I 
do not ſtrive to repair the wrongs I have done upon 
earth. Juſtice demands that I ſhould do my beſt 
to make that life happy, which I have 'attempted 
to deſtroy : Heaven grant that my endea 2 
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ſucceed! Poverty at leaſt you need no. longer 

dread; by this deed you are heir to all I am poſ- 

ſeſſed of, and, be aſſured, moſt excellent young 
man, that if conſcience did not force me to the act, 
choice and opinion in your favour woulkt now lead 
me to it freely and voluntarily, for I am confhdent 
you deſerve it, and long, long may you enjoy 
it {= ; 7 | 1 \ , 

« If ] am toreceive this,” fail Henry, (taking 
the will that Blackford tendered to him) “ as an 
aQ of juſtice and atonement, which your conſci- 
ence impels you to diſcharge, I certainly ſhall not 
oppoſe myſelf to your will and pleaſure; but be- 
fore I acquiefce in a deed that accumulates all 'yonr - 
atonement upon me alone, I ſhould know, and be 
convinced, there are no other injured perſons Who 
have better claims upon it; nay, give me leave to 
ſay, who have any claims. You well obſerved - 
juſt nov, that you could expect no mercy from 
Heaven, if you did not ſtrive to repair the wrongs 
you have done upon earth; it was a becoming 
ſentiment, and | believe I repeat it nearly, if not 
correctly, in your own words; ſuffer me, there- + 
fore, I conjure you, by your hope in Heaven, to 
put it cloſely to your conſcience, whether you have 
repaired all wrongs committed againſt others as 
fully and ſufficiently as you have thoſe committed 
againſt me ?”? | 

The ſick man pauſed, as one empl in re- 
collection; at laſt he ſaid, he thought be could 
reply with. a ſafe conſcience, that he had made 
proportionable reſtitution to all claĩmants on the 
ſcore of injuries. One of that deſcription, 
ſaid he, “ you will find remembered in my will; 
an acquaintance of your own, Suſan May by name; 

#7 U 2 I have 
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1 have burthened you with a proviſion of ae 


pounds a year for her life.“ 
« And why have you ſo done? ſaid Henry. 


„ Becauſe - hecauſe, replied Blachford, © I have 


extorted favours ſrom her ſhe did not voluntarily 
grant, and thereby encumbered her with difficul. 
ties and expences which this annuity will amply 
ſatisfy. Ah! my dear Sir!“ added he, “ this 


was the ſevereſt tug of all I had to ſtruggle with; 
for that girl has been the cruel cauſe of all my mi- 


ſery. 1 was infatuated with her charms, I doated 
upon her to diſtraction; but as ſoon as ſhe ſet her 
eyes on you, ſhe turned them from me with 
loathing and abhorrence. This was horror to my 
heart: this it was that made me furious to rev 


myſelf on you: 'twas jealouſy, outrageous bene, 


that inſpired me to attempt your life: judge, there- 
fore, what I had to combat, before I could pre- 
fume myſelf to make atonement to one, whom in 


reaſon I regarded as rather bound to atone to me, 


for all the pains and ſorrows that have embittered 
my ſad cup, and brought me to this lamentable 
ſtate of body and of mind.“ 

« You have an infant ſon 

—« You know it then, it ſeems,” ' replied the 
fick man; © I have a fon by her; at leaſt I think 
he is my ſon; and in that perſuaſion nature had 
it's ſhare of influence for ſoftening my reſentment, 
and inducing me to make proviſion for a helpleſs 
innocent.” 

„% What muſt that nature be,“ INE" Heory, 
« which does not feel this influence? but you 
have uſed the word reſentment; I pray you 
Sir, inform me rightly of your cauſe of reſentment 
againſt this young woman; Did ſhe feduce you, 


or you her.?“ 


cc You 


her, faid Henry. | 
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« You know her well, I dare ſay; Sir,“ faid, 
Blachford ; you muſt have had poſſeſſion of her 
frequently,” 7 * 

« Never, I take Heaven to witneſs; never, bx 
all that's ſacred, exclaimed Henry, elevating his 
voice rather above the pitch proper for his 
ſituation. N gt nfs To: 

« You aſtoniſh me, ſaid the other; may I in- 
deed believe you? ELD 
A, confidently as you believe in Heaven. She 
is innocept for- me; I ſhould. be happy for your 
conſcience ſake could you ſay as much with the 
ſame truth; for yet you have not anſwered to the 
queſtion of ſeduction, on which, as I conceive 
the whole of your reſponſibility muſt turn, and 
by that you ought to meaſure and proportion your 
atonement. | | 

« Then I will anſwer you,” returned Blach- 
ford, fighing, “and diſcharge my troubled con- 
ſcience by confeflion of the whole proceeding. 
Seduction baſe as hell was practiſed by my agent 
to ſubmit her to by deſires; my houſekeeper, a 
woman corrupted to my purpoſes, invited this. 
girl, then ſixteen years of age, and lovely as an 
angel, to her room in my houſe z there the ca- 
reſſed her, treated her with dainties, ſuch as ſhe, 
poor thing, had never taſted, gave her rich cor- 
dials, perſuading her of their harmleſs quality, 
aud lo, in fine, intoxicated: her by ſurpriſe : that 


- 


moment was her ruin: devil as I was, in that ſtate 


of inſenſibility I accompliſhed. my vile purpoſe. 
The intoxication paſſed off, and the recovery. of 
her ſenſes diſcloſed the injury ſhe had ſuffered; 
her agonies were ſtrong, and her reproaches ve- 
hement ; but ſoothings, preſents, promiſes were 

| | Od laviſhly 
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Javiſhly beſtowed, and in concluſion. took effect: 
the was poor, and vain of her fair perſon I was 
not wanting to profit of that vanity, and 1 gave 


her means to deck herſelf out in a ſtyle that put * 


down all her rivals in the village. The good 
dame, her mother, it is true, was alarmed; but 
I took means to lull her ſuſpicions, and ſhe lived 
rent-free in her cottage : I don't ſay ſhe accommo- 
dated me in my intrigue, but ſhe was credulous in 
the extreme, and my profeſſions, jointly with my 
favours, blinded her effectually. Sufan recovered 
her ſpirits, and I, by a colluſion with that forry 
jade, whom honeſt Cawdle is condemned to call 
wife, put Suſan into her ſervice, removing her 
from under the eye of her mother and that wor- 
thy fout Fzekiel Daw, who hved with her. Here 
I had free acceſs; but dearly paid by occafional 
civilities to that diſguſiful ſot her miſtreſs, © At 
nine months end from my firſt knowledge of her 
the bore this boy; Zachary brought him into the 
world, and the affair was fecretly ſo managed as 
to create no {ufpicion, even in her mother. It is 
a lovely boy, and I put him ont to nurie, proyid- 
ing for his maintenance; and frequently viſiting 
him. Here then you have my full confeſſion: Jet 
Suſan therefore enjoy her annuity, which I can 


well believe you think ſhe fully deferves; and ſuf 


fer me to hope you will protect and be a father to 
my helpleſs child.” ; | 

« Hear me!” cried Henry, “ and let me im- 
plore you to have regard for your departing foul: 
I am myſelf, like your poor innocent, a fon” of 
nature, born out of marriage, thrown upon the 
world without inheritance, and unacknowledged 


by the laws of man; yet I have found a "_ 


%. 
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that leaves me nothing to regret, when I decline 
your bounty, which here I ſolemnly declare, cal- 
ling my God to witneſs, I peremptorily renounce 
in favour of your ſon; Bequeath not your own 
child to a ſtranger; make not me your interme- 
diate inſtrument of juſtice, but plead your pwn 
atonement at the throne of mercy, and delay not 
for a moment to mitigate the wrath of that juſt 
judge, who will not ſpare the parent that abandons 
his own offspring.” 

« Oh horrible!” cried Blachford, „yon tear 
my heart aſunder.” 

« Nof ſo,” Henry anſwered, lowering his voice; 
« I' heal it, ſoften it, comfort it. You ſhall live 
happily, or die in peace; and never will I quit this 
place till you conſent to what Taſk. ?*Tis for your 
ſake I intercede; it is to awaken nature in your 
heart, and reconcile you to your God, that I thus 
earneſtly conjure you to ſtrike out- my name from 
this miſtaken paper, and adapt your ſon.” 

« Myſterious, wonderful young man!“ cried 
Blachford; © I do not know your name; the 
blanks are left for you to fill.“ 

« Then fill them with.the name that naturally 
ſhould fill them. Send for your infant and his 
mother; I'll be your meſſenger. Enjoy the grati- 
fying {fight of thoſe whom you make happy, and 

let me be not your heir, but the executor of your 
will, and the guardian of your fon; then I will 
call you juſt; then and only then I will honour 
your memory, and record you as my friend and 
benefactor.” | 
% Do with me as you will, cried Blachford; 
your generoſity overcomes me; I ſicken and am 
faint; language fails me: I commit myſelf to your 
diſpoſal.” N 
Our 
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t was granted; 
- he roſe from h 
5. mom. 


tx on the d 
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Our hero ſaid no more; his ſu 
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END OF THE FIRST YOLUME., 
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ſwelled his benevolent heart 


feat, caſt a look of p 


